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Didcot Town Council

Notice of a meeting of the
Environment and Climate Committee
Monday 18th May 2020 at 7.30pm
Online at Zoom.us (or via your device app).

Members of the Environment and Climate Committee are invited to attend a
meeting on Monday 18th May 2020 at 7.30pm.
Admission of the public and media
The Council welcomes members of the public to its meetings in accordance with the
Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960.
Due to the Covid-19 virus, admission to this meeting will be online.
If any member of the public wishes to comment on these planning applications
please contact the Planning and Environment Officer.

Reports and minutes
We add reports and minutes to our website.

Recording, photographs and filming
The press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, or report from
the meeting using social media. As such members of the public may be recorded or
photographed during the meeting.
We ask that anyone wishing to record or photograph the meeting notifies the
Planning and Environment Officer before the start of the meeting.

Public participation – via zoom.us (or via your device app)
The Council welcomes the public’s involvement in meetings, which must be in
accordance with our rules (Standing Orders 18-20 on a matter before the
Committee).
Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
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At the relevant time during the meeting, the Chair will invite members of the public to
present their questions, statements or petitions. To find out about participation – or to
view without speaking – please email the Planning and Environment Officer for
details of how the join the meeting – Glangton@didcot.gov.uk or see the guidance
below.

How to join the meeting using zoom.us
Should any member of the public wish to join the meeting, please contact the
Planning and Environment Officer by email (GLangton@Didcot.Gov.UK) to request
an invitation.
You will be provided with instructions on how to join the meeting. You will need to
sign up to a Zoom account, which is free. You should use your browser to find
zoom.us, then simply follow the instructions to sign up. Should you wish to make a
comment rather than attend, please email the Planning and Environment Officer or
any Committee Member prior to the meeting.

Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

A-2

Agenda pack
Environment Committee 18.05.2020

AGENDA
1.

To elect the Chair of the Committee.

2.

To elect the Vice-Chair of the Committee.

3.

To receive apologies.

4.

To receive declarations of interest
Members should declare any interests they may have on any item on this agenda in
accordance with Didcot Town Council’s Code of Conduct.

5.

To note the Scheme of Delegation to Committees (attached).

6.

To note the Environment and Climate Terms of Reference (attached).

7.

To note the draft minutes of the meeting held via email on 20th January 2020
(attached).

8.

To confirm the agreed points from 23rd March 2020 (attached).

9.

Questions on the minutes and review the progress report (attached).

10.

To consider and note the financial statements and budgets (FY2019-20)
(appended).

11.

To note the Letter received from Sustainable Didcot (appended).

12.

To consider if Didcot Town Council should take forward research into a
20mph zone for the town.

13.

To consider the matters raised in the Edmonds Park Pavilion report
(appended).

14.

To consider the condition of the land at the connection paths laid at Great
Western Park (north) and existing amenities (appended).

15.

To consider the Outdoor Services Manager’s Report (appended).

16.

To consider security arrangements at Edmonds Park (appended).

17.

To note verbal updates from the Councillors’ working group for Tyne Avenue.

18.

To consider the report into beekeeping on allotment sites (appended).

19.

To note updates on the Edmonds Park Splash Pad project (appended).

20.

To consider the installation of Solar Photovoltaic panels at the Civic Hall
(appended).

21.

To consider the report into a Didcot Tree Planting scheme (appended).

Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
12th May 2020
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Voting members:
Cllr P Davies
Cllr A Hudson
Cllr A Macdonald
Cllr D Macdonald
Cllr D Rouane
Cllr A Thompson
Cllr C Wilson

Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
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Nominated
Substitute
Members
Cllr J Durman
Cllr M Khan
Cllr A Sandiford
Cllr M Walsh
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Didcot Town Council

Environment and Climate Committee
18th May 2020
Report author: Janet Wheeler (extracted by Guy Langton)

Scheme of Delegation to committees (extract)
Introduction
1. Standing Order 98 - 105 allows the Annual Meeting to delegate matters to the
Standing Committees of the Council. The scheme of delegation is laid down in
our current Standing Orders 2018 – however these Standing Orders will be
reviewed at the next meeting of full Council (June 2020).
2. In addition to the Standing Committees referred to in the current Standing Orders
2018 – the Civic Hall Management Committee (CHMC) was made a new
Standing Committee of Didcot Town Council at the Annual meeting held on 13 th
May 2019. This will therefore be included in this report for consideration and
approval.
3. It was agreed that the Environment Committee will now become the Environment
and Climate Committee in response to this Council’s decision to declare a
Climate emergency at the full Council meeting held on 10th June 2019. This new
Committee will be included in this report.
4. The dates of meetings for the Civic year 2020-2021 needs to be amended to
include a meeting in May for the Finance and General Purposes Committee – the
full meeting dates will be attached to this report.
5. The terms of reference for all Standing Committees will be attached to this report.
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The current Scheme of Delegation:
Environment and Climate Committee
a) Administration of the Town Council Environment budget and any related cost
centres related to climate projects.
b) The organisation of the management of the Council’s Parks, Allotments,
Cemetery; Millennium Wood and any other open and green spaces under the
jurisdiction of the Council.
c) Environmental issues in and affecting the Town such as litter, grass verges,
pavements, roads, recycling, footpaths and other similar matters.
d) The Town’s Christmas tree, lights and decorations.
e) Policy issues connected with the environment of the Town for which the Council
has responsibility.

Legal Implications
6. None

Financial Implications
7. None.

Janet Wheeler
Town Clerk
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Didcot Town Council

Terms of Reference
Environment and Climate Committee
1.

The Environment and Climate Committee is a Committee of the Town Council (under
S.101 of the Local Government Act 1972).

2.

The Committee shall operate within the Town Council’s Standing Orders and Financial
Regulations.

3.

The Committee shall be a Standing Committee (to be re-appointed at the Annual
Meeting or Mayor-making) comprising 7 Town Councillors.

4.

The quorum shall be four Councillors.

5.

The Committee shall elect its own Chair and Vice Chair at its first meeting following the
Annual Meeting of the Town Council or Mayor-Making.

6.

Number of meetings in an ordinary year: six times at intervals of approximately every
two months, and others as appropriate and as determined by the Committee.

7.

Notice of meetings shall be in accordance with public notice requirements as set out in
the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

8.

Minutes of the Committee meetings shall be prepared by the Clerk at the meeting and
submitted to the next Committee meeting for approval. The draft minutes shall be
submitted to the Council for information.

9.

The Committee shall be responsible for –
• The oversight of the operational running and maintenance of the Town Council’s
green spaces and buildings within (excluding the Civic Hall);
• The Environment budget
• Consideration of ways in which existing provision can be improved having due
regard to the needs of existing and future users of the green spaces and
buildings
Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
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•

•

Consideration of information in respect of capital projects in relation to the parks
and buildings (major and minor) including inviting and considering quotations for
such work. The Committee shall NOT have the power to make decisions on such
matters outside of their budget but, in these cases will make recommendations to
the Town Council.
The Committee shall consider the level of hire fees, annually, and make
recommendations to the Finance & General Purposes Committee

10. In addition to the broad areas raised above the Committee will have the following areas
of responsibility:
• Ensuring the management of all aspects of upkeep, maintenance and
administration of the Council’s property including buildings, parks, cemetery,
allotments and open spaces, and the management and administration of
Devolved Services.
• Making recommendations to the Council following any investigation or review of
any matter relating to the protection and improvement of Didcot’s environment
• Ensuring the proper maintenance of all street furniture owned by or supplied by
the Council, and to recommend the purchase of additional or replacement street
furniture where appropriate. In this context, “street furniture” includes waste bins,
dog bins, seating, bus shelters and signage.
• Liaising with County and District Councils and other relevant agencies on the
maintenance of items falling within their remit, including footpaths, pavements,
cycle-ways, roads, waterways, horticultural and arboricultural works, play areas,
play equipment and areas of open public space.
• Making recommendations to the Council following any investigation or review of
any matter relating to the purchase, sale or disposal of land or property
• Taking forward any other matters concerning land or property as required by the
Council
• Making representations to the appropriate authority on matters relating to the
provision and maintenance of externally controlled lands and buildings within the
town providing leisure facilities for residents and visitors
• Arranging and facilitating the Big tidy up
11. The Committee shall have delegated authority to spend within its authorised annual
budgets.
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Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
Monday 20th January 2020 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall
Minutes
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record
by the next meeting of this committee.

PRESENT
Councillors:
D Macdonald (Chairman)
A Macdonald (Vice-Chair)
C Wilson
M Walsh
D Rouane
A Thompson (part)
A Hudson
Officers:
Mrs J Wheeler (Town Clerk)
Mr T Rudge (Outdoor Services Manager, OSM)
Mr G Langton (Planning and Environment Officer, PEO)
Others:
Nine members of the public
Two Councillors who were not members of the Committee
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
JH address the Committee on the subject of beekeeping, initially, a hive of bees at
the Mereland Road allotment site. She reported that she had been an allotment
holder since 2006 at the Mereland Road site, currently working 2 plots and would
plan to install to have one hive only, in spring 2021. This timescale was to allow her
to undertake training and to source the equipment and colony of bees. JH noted the
decline in pollinator populations and her reasons for the installation were to support
these populations and thereby improve pollination for crops on the allotment and the
wild areas locally. JH was aware of the requirements for beekeepers to be insured
and of the risks associated with keeping bees in urban areas close to houses,
businesses and schools. JH further noted that consultation would have to be
undertaken with all allotment holders at that site and with local residents.
Cllr Davies addressed the Committee on a number of matters. He opened his
comments requesting that the Committee defer agreeing the minutes until a future
meeting. He noted that the progress report at item 4 contained a number of
inaccuracies, specific to items on the agenda, as follows:
Regarding the Splash Park. He had not said the Council should request L&G install a
splash park at Ladygrove North but establish what the developer planned to install in
the way of leisure and play facilities to ascertain if a splash park was to be installed.
Regarding working at Tyne Avenue, he noted the reason given for not undertaking
the landscape and grounds works was that the Council’s staff would not be insured.
He requested that the Officers establish if staff could be insured for this work, and if
they could to include this on the Council’s insurance.
Regarding the bus shelter on Station Road, adjacent to the cinema he asked if the
Committee could consider relocating it closer to the road edge so the addition of end
panels would not require the removal of any of the cycle racks currently installed, so
improving the accessibility of one form of green transport at the expense of another.
Cllr Haval addressed the Committee regarding Tyne Avenue maintenance. She
reported that she was a resident of that area and that at present Tyne Avenue was
very tidy. In 2016, it had become impassable, with pedestrians having to walk on the
road to avoid the overgrown vegetation. She noted that Tyne Avenue was the
access road for Ladygrove Primary School and a playpark. To address the issue, in
2016 a working party was formed by the Minister of the local Church, many local
people attended with their garden tools and whilst making some progress they did
not have a big impact, lacking professional tools and machinery. She was concerned
that without action, the previous state of the land would return.
Cllr Haval was aware that the land in question was not the property of either Didcot
Town or South Oxford District Councils and as such she could not grant money to
maintain it from her SODC fund, but asked the Committee to adopt an open mind
and positive attitude to what can be done at Tyne Avenue. She hoped that in the
future the land could become an attractive green space, possibly landscaped with
design input from the school and local residents.
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AP addressed the Committee on a number of matters, opening with the verge along
Tyne Avenue. She asked if Council Officers had been in communication with Didcot
Town Football Club, noting this information had not been included in the reports for
the meeting. She noted that it was a shame to stop cutting the land and that the
problems caused by a lack of insurance were unfortunate, asking if SODC, who cut
verges at Bowmont Water, could simply continue down Tyne Avenue and made the
Committee aware she had a solution to the issues caused by the trees, if members
would like to hear it at a later date.
Regarding the General Power of Competence, which had been the subject of
communication with Councillors and Officers, AP asked if a way to use this to give
the Town Council the power to undertake work on the land had been found? If it
hadn’t, she asked if the Town Council could require either Oxfordshire County
Council or SODC to carry out the work.
Regarding the progress report, AP noted concerns that it was incomplete and
incorrect in certain aspects, detailing these as follows:
• She was concerned that no report updating the Committee on progress with
the matters at Tyne Avenue was included.
• That the Officers were not clear which the first bus shelter to be installed by
the Town Council had been, she clarified that it was on Cow Lane in
Ladygrove.
• That one item on the progress report regarding bus shelter installation
referred to the wrong agenda item.
• That no date had been included for the installation of the end panel to the bus
shelter adjacent to the cinema on Station Road, making the statement
unclear. She also requested that this item refer to it being the subject of a
residents’ petition.
• That the location of the bus stops as provided to the Council Officers by
Oxfordshire County Council was incorrect.
Further AP asked if the reason for the removal/deactivation of the real time indicator
signs on Clear Channel owned/operated bus shelters could be established by the
Council.
Finally, she requested that the Committee alter the order of the agenda to take
agenda items 6 (the Outdoor Services Manager’s report), 11 (Bus stop locations)
and 14 (the report into the installation of bus shelters) before other items.
EB had asked to address the Committee but reported that she had discussed the
matter with the Clerk and OSM outside the meeting and was content the matter was
being dealt with.
60. APOLOGIES
None were received.
61. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
No member declared a pecuniary interest in any item on the agenda.
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62. TO AGREE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
It was proposed by Cllr D Macdonald, seconded by Cllr A Macdonald and
RESOLVED to agree the minutes of the 18th November 2019 as a true and correct
record and that the Chairman sign them as such.
It was proposed by Cllr D Macdonald and seconded by Cllr D Rouane to amend the
order of the agenda items in line with the request from the member of the public.
63. TO NOTE THE OSM’S REPORT
The OSM (OSM) reported that it appeared one of the New Road allotment holders
was sleeping rough at the site, either in a van parked in the carpark or in the shed
erected on his plot. This had been brought to the attention of the Housing Needs
Manager at SODC. The vehicle had been reported as abandoned to SODC and they
would remove it within 14 days of the report. Further, the OSM reported that he had
informed the individual that to retain his rented allotment plot, he would have to
provide proof he was a Didcot resident with a fixed address, as required by the
regulations.
A broken piece of play equipment at Edmonds Park was highlighted. The equipment
had been in place for approximately 12 years. It had been cordoned off and
repair/replacement of the affected parts had been investigated. The OSM had also
investigated a like-for-like replacement. He reported that manufacturer replacement
parts or a like-for-like replacement were not available, the supplier no longer trading
in the UK. A similar replacement piece of equipment would cost up to £16,000.
Cllr A Macdonald asked if there was a timescale for this work to be completed.
The OSM reported that investigation of parts were ongoing and that progress would
be reported to the next meeting of the Committee.
Cllr A Hudson stated he considered a full replacement to be the best option. The
OSM noted that no budget had been allocated specifically for this work.
It was proposed by Cllr D Macdonald and seconded by Cllr A Hudson to consider the
cost of replacement at the next meeting of the Committee.
Cllr A Thompson requested that bee-friendly flowers be included in the item on wildflower planting at the next Allotment Liaison meeting.
The Committee approved them following events:
•
•

•

Perry Hatwell fun fair at Ladygrove Park from 3rd to 15th March 2020. The fair
would be open for 7 days only, from, 6th-8th and 12th-16th March 2020, all
members agreed.
The Great Western Society’s use of Ladygrove Park for car parking on the
31st May 2020, all members agreed, noting that if the ground was
waterlogged, the Society would need to be told permission had been
withdrawn.
Armed Forces Playday, Edmonds Park 20th June 2020. Cllr M Walsh noted
her objections to the event in principle, Cllr A Macdonald reported that the
event had been well attended in previous years. The OSM reported that the
event was operated in conjunction with the Oxfordshire Play Association. Five
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•
•
•

•

members voted in favour of the event taking place, one member against and
one abstained.
DTFC Youth Annual tournament, Edmonds Park 13th and 14th June 2020, all
members agreed.
Annual charity 5 mile charity run, Ladygrove Park, Sun 5th July 2020, all
members agreed.
Perry Hatwell funfair at Edmonds Park from 15th to 19th July 2020, with the fun
fair being dismantled on the 20th July 2020, all members agreed. Cllr D
Macdonald noted that conditions regarding night-time closure of the fair
should be in place.
Town Fair Edmonds Park 1st August.

Ladygrove Lakes: Cllr D Rouane sought an update on the possibility of working with
the local wildlife trust. The OSM reported that the surface of the large lake was still
approximately half a metre low and that the solar powered pumps had not yet been
received, though they had been despatched.
Cllr D Macdonald noted that the Working Group were planning on reopening the
lakes to fishing in 2020, Cllr C Wilson considered the issue was safe access but that
the Fishing Club were willing to use the remaining pegs and the bank, on the
understanding that the work to improve water quality and levels would have to be
complete first. Cllr A Macdonald noted that fish stocks would have to be checked and
the lake restocked if necessary.
It was proposed by Cllr M Walsh, seconded by Cllr C Wilson and resolved to
request the Environment Agency assess the lake.
Cllr C Wilson proposed and Cllr A Macdonald seconded the suspension of standing
orders to enable Cllr Davies to contribute. Cllr Davies noted that the fish would need
to be fed if fishermen were not ground-baiting the lake. The OSM understood this
need and feeding would commence in due course.
Tyne Avenue: Cllr D Rouane proposed, Cllr A Hudson seconded and it was
resolved to establish a working group comprising Cllrs D Rouane, A Thompson and
A Hudson to investigate and where possible progress work at Tyne Avenue and
report back to the May 2020 meeting of this Committee.
Cllr C Wilson noted the question of ownership was central to the issues raised.
Cllr M Walsh noted that the safety issues (the loose manhole cover and protruding
metal rods at the edge of the steps by DTFC) were separate from the amenity work
issues and should be dealt with immediately by contacting the relevant authorities.
All members agreed.
64. TO CONSIDER REPORT ON BUS SHELTER INSTALLATION
Cllr A Macdonald noted that, continuing from earlier reports, two locations had been
identified and that there were funds in the budget in the financial years 2019-20 and
2020-21. Cllr D Rouane noted that in the future, further sites could be investigated
and funds allocated annually through the budget setting process. It was proposed by
Cllr A Macdonald, seconded by Cllr D Rouane and the Committee resolved to,
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subject to the caveats set out in the report, contact Externiture to install bus shelters
at the two locations as follows:
At Barnes Road, a two-bay half-sided bus shelter with seats.
At Trent Road, a two-bay full sided bus shelter with seats.
Barnes Road
Shelter
2-bay
Trent Road
Shelter
2-bay

Ends
Half

Ends
Full

Seat
full width with
handles

Cost
£3,958 plus Civils

Seat
full width with
handles

Cost
£4,188 plus Civils

Estimated total: £4,698

Estimated total: £5,373

65. TO NOTE BUS SHELTER LOCATIONS
The PEO reported that the map was provided to the Town Council by OCC late in
2019 and gave the locations of known bus stops. Members of the public noted that it
did not reflect the actual routes operated and would provide the detail for the
Officers.
Cllr M Walsh noted that the hail and ride approach used across the residential areas
in the south of the town was well-used and successful and it would not be progress
to replace it with shelters and location-specific stops.
66. QUESTIONS ON THE MINUTES AS TO THE PROGRESS OF ANY ITEM
Pavilion: Cllr D Roaune requested an update on the temporary structures installed to
provide storage and changing facilities for the football club at Edmonds Park. The
OSM confirmed that one storage container and one container providing toilet and
changing facilities had been sited on the car park.
Cllr A Hudson welcomed the re-engagement with an architect to progress the
designs for a pavilion. The Town Clerk reported that a meeting had been arranged
with the architect for the 23rd January 2020, the outcomes of which would be
reported to members of the Committee.
Bee-keeping on allotment sites: Cllr M Walsh proposed and Cllr D Macdonald
seconded a request to the Town Council Officers to research any rules and policies
other small authorities or allotment associations may have regarding beekeeping at
their allotment sites and provide a report for the next meeting of the Committee.
67. TO CONSIDER FORMING A TASK AND FINISH GROUP TO DRAW UP
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR DIDCOT TOWN COUNCIL’S MARKING OF THE
75TH ANNIVERSARIES OF VE DAY & VJ DAY (8TH MAY AND 15TH
AUGUST RESPECTIVELY)
Cllr A Macdonald proposed, Cllr A Hudson seconded and it was resolved to establish
a task and finish group to undertake this work. Cllr A Thompson offered to be in the
Group. It was reported that Cllrs E Hards and P Siggers had also expressed an
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interest in being part of the Group. The Town Clerk noted that any funds required
would need the approval of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, with
£3,000 in the budget (9051).
68. TO NOTE THE SPLASH PARK PROGRESS REPORT
The Committee thanked the Officer for her comprehensive report. Cllr A Hudson
commented that the planned facility was a more involved project that he first
envisaged. The Committee noted that a progress update would be taken at a future
meeting of the Committee.
Cllr A Thompson left the meeting (20:51).
It was proposed by Cllr M Walsh, seconded by Cllr C Wilson and resolved to make
contact with L&G Homes as requested by Cllr Davies from the public gallery to
establish what the developer planned to install in the way of leisure and play facilities
and the timescales of this work.
Cllr A Macdonald believed Didcot to be a large enough town, especially with the
current and proposed development, to sustain two play areas that included splash
pads and whatever the outcome from the communication with L&G Homes, this
project should be progressed.
69. TO NOTE PUBLIC ART DELIVERY GROUP REPORT
The Committee noted the report. Cllr A Macdonald welcomed the idea of installing
information boards and mapping in or close to the Orchard Centre. Cllr C Wilson
noted that this had also been planned by Sustainable Didcot. Cllr A Macdonald
agreed to contact Sustainable Didcot to confirm the plans.
The Committee noted the updates to the terms of reference, which clarified the
voting rights of non-elected members of the group and agreed the changes.
70. TO CONSIDER SANDPIT INSTALLATION
The Committee welcomed the report, noting that whilst the design detail had evolved
from the ideas provided by the young resident, the Officer had worked with his family
for approval of the ideas outlined in the report.
Cllr M Walsh noted that the edge of the sandpit could be made to resemble train
tracks, a suggestion the OSM agreed with.
Cllr A Macdonald sought clarity on the available budget, which was confirmed by the
OSM as being £5,000, which was available for projects at Ladygrove Park.
It was proposed by Cllr D Rouane, seconded by Cllr A Macdonald and resolved to
seek public feedback over a two-week period, to start before the end of January
2020, as to the preferred piece of equipment. The pieces chosen by the Committee
from the report were the Wicksteed Toddler Express and the Wicksteed Flyer, with a
carriage provided whichever was chosen. All members agreed.
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71. TO CONSIDER THE ‘TREES LEAFLET’
Cllr D Rouane introduced the item to the Committee, reporting that a local Town
Council had sourced a tree pack from a body such as the Woodland Trust and
distributed them amongst local people at the Town’s market place or other
convenient location to plant in their gardens. Recipients would be asked to send
pictures of the planting to the Council for a future newsletter.
Cllr Rouane proposed, Cllr A Macdonald seconded and it was resolved to research
which organisations were still offering this service for spring 2020 delivery. All
members were in favour.
72. TO CONSIDER COMMUNITY BUS SERVICE REPORT
The Committee noted the report. It was proposed by Cllr M Walsh, seconded by Cllr
A Hudson and resolved to ask County Councillor Laura Price to address the
Committee on Community Transport Projects.
73. TO CONSIDER REPORT ON BUS SHELTER ADOPTION
The Committee noted the report. The Town Clerk confirmed that there would be a
cost implication to the insurance premium, which the PEO detailed as an
approximately a £120 increase. Cllr A Macdonald noted that to be adopted, the
shelters should be in good order. Cllr A Macdonald proposed, it was seconded by
Cllr D Rouane and the Committee resolved to adopt the eight shelters located within
the Civil Parish of Didcot.
74. FUTURE PROJECT SUGGESTIONS
It was proposed by Cllr D Rouane and seconded by Cllr A Macdonald to hold future
project suggestions until the next meeting of the Committee in recognition of the
current workload.
The meeting ended at 21:22 pm
Signed ______________________Chairman

Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Date:___________
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Yes

N/A

Abstain

Cllr A
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Yes

N/A

Yes
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Yes

N/A

Yes

Cllr C
Wilson

Resolved to defer.

Resolved to increase
as advised.

Outcome

Comments

Agenda item 8
Notes from 23.03.2020
Cllr D
Macdonald
(Chairman)
Abstain

N/A

Abstain

Item | Vote (Yes/No/Abstain)

N/A

Yes

Yes

Yes

Abstain

Yes

Yes

Yes

A) Fees for allotments
The fees to be increased as outlined in the environment
papers

B) Fees for cemetery charges
The fees to be increased as outlined in the environment
papers
Yes

Cllr DR: Fees should not be
increased until current emergency is
over.
Cllr CW: Fee holidays could be
introduced for this year as plot
holders may not be able to access
allotments for reasons of social
isolation.
Officer’s note: Fee increase not yet
available. Cllrs DM, AM, AH, AT &
CW all agree on fee increase in
principle.
Cllr DR: Currently advice is to stay
at home so fishing should not yet be
re-started.
Cllr CW: the money for the pumps,
aerators and solar panels needs to
be accrued, so as to come out of
this year's budget, not next.

Yes

Abstain

Resolved to defer.

Officer (GL) to identify
S106 or CIL funding
and report back to
committee.

C) Approve limited fishing to current members subject to Yes
the lifting of government restrictions or the cessation of
the lockdown and with the approval by the Outside
manager, who will assess the condition of the Lakes.
This may also involve assessment by an approved
outside body such as the EA.
D) To feed the current fish stock until the lifting of
government restrictions or the cessation of the
lockdown.

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
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Yes

E) Approve to get the work underway, away from other
play equipment that may be affected by the sand. To fill
the sand pit in after the lifting of government restrictions
or the cessation of the lockdown.
Officer (GL) to identify any CIL or S106 monies to
facilitate the build and to update the committee if this is
possible.

F) Defer the inclusion of coins or other items in the
sandpit to a later date.

Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Cllr CW: It is a great idea. Serious
misgivings about keeping sand free
of glass shards and syringes, and
sand not blowing into the
mechanisms of other play
equipment. Open to it if these
problems can be overcome by
placing and style of the pit. If it goes
ahead, small toy "diggers" might be
good.

Resolved to reopen
lakes for fishing when
the COVID
restrictions
are lifted or
sufficiently eased to
allow this.
Resolved to feed the
stocks of fish as
required until the
fishing activities feed
the stock of fish.
Resolved to install the
sand pit.

Environment Committee resolutions. 23.03.2020

1 Increase in fees
2 Ladygrove Lakes
3 Sandpit

Item | Vote (Yes/No/Abstain)
G) Agree to spend £3000 for the architect’s
fees.
Remit to be passed onto architect1
H) Another thought, to assist in obtaining
grants, is the provision of an artificial pitch
with flood lights (vertically directed so not to
affect neighbours) for multisport use.

Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Yes

Cllr D
Macdonald
(Chairman)
Yes
Yes

Yes

Cllr A
Macdonald

Yes

Yes

Cllr A
Hudson

Yes

Yes

Cllr D
Rouane

Yes

Yes

Cllr A
Thompson

Yes

Yes

Cllr M
Walsh

Yes

Yes

Cllr C
Wilson

Resolved to instruct
architect to review &
revise plans.
Officer (TR) to seek
funding opportunities
and report back to the
Committee.

Outcome
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Comments

Agenda item 8
Notes from 23.03.2020

Cllr AT: To be done before not after a
questionnaire to user groups.
Cllr DR: Disabled access for any upper floors
would be required. Can the architect look at
energy efficient measures such as ground
source heat pumps? Possibly essential for
SODC funding.

1 The Chairman will ask if it is possible to put these ideas to the architect and then ask for an on-line meeting with the architect and Environment committee members to discuss what is viable and what is not.
Remit to be passed onto architect:
a)
The building should be flexible in that we can build on at a later date if we need more rooms or changing areas
b)
It should be 2 storeys – the upper area to have “break out” rooms which in turn could become offices if we had tenants. The inclusion of lifts however is undesirable, therefore if access to disabled users is
not possible, this may not be an option
c)
The main hallway to be similar in size to the All Saints hall and provided with a similar kitchen area
d)
Storage – ensure that external storage is provided for the primary groups using the facility accessed from outside the building. Also provide large storage cupboards within the building which could be
useful for groups without bulky equipment
e)
Provide a good disabled toilet/ changing area suitable for changing disabled adults – this could also be the referee’s room on match days (locker provided so can still be used as a disabled toilet when
matches are on etc). Provide hoists etc but subject to any issues arising from training requirements etc to use them – needs some more thought and information
f)
All changing facilities and toilets to be unisex – changing cubicles as per many swimming pools with lockers may provide a solution on safeguarding and similarly provide a few shower/ changing cubicles.
As most who use the park now don’t use the changing facilities then maybe keep this to a minimum with the ability to build more as necessary. There may be a need for one designated female and one
designated male cubicle/toilet for certain religious groups.
g)
Pavilion to be located at Park Road side of park (as per the current plans) but again consider if current parking provision needs changing
h)
Have a kitchen area for use by groups but not have a café.
i)
Look at the possibility of inclusion of a creche facility, this could be either temporary or permanent.
j)
Importantly, once the architect has done the first re-plan of this facility, discuss its use with community groups – church, sport clubs etc to check if there is some feature that would benefit these groups that
we have not thought about. We would wish the facility to be used during the day and evenings as well.
k)
Aim for the building to be carbon neutral, to at least include ground source heat pumps, solar panels and grey water features. As much natural light to be used where possible, however, to remove any
large glass expanse due to higher risk of possible vandalism.

4 Pavilion

Continue to press Clear Channel for an
installation date.

Consider making a request that RTI
unit funding forms part of a future
section 106 agreement.

Officers

Officers

Councillors

Agenda item 9
Progress Report
Progress

Re-submit the query in the next
financial year.

Councillors

Thames Water confirmed that the damaged access cover is for one of their drains and its repair would be scheduled.

Responsible

OCC have confirming that the two shelters without RTIs (both on the Broadway, eastbound) had not yet had the
units fitted. On request, OCC investigated and reported that there were no plans to install any from funds or
developer contributions, but that the team would review each new funding opportunity for its appropriateness.

Consider action.

Councillors

Next steps

Item number

The date to install the end panel on shelter 4013-0008 (Station Road) was confirmed by Clear Channel as
02.03.2020. Unfortunately, on 30.01.2020 the DTC Officer was advised that the parts for shelter were due to be
shipped from China but recent events has caused delay. The Officer was informed that a good quality used part
could be installed in the meantime but further details regarding timescales were not available. 25.02.2020, the DTC
Officer was informed that the backlog had still to be cleared by Clear Channel and an installation date remained
unavailable.

Verbal report.

Officers

Ladygrove – Lakes: minute 63

On the agenda.

Beekeeping at Mereland Road
allotments: Public participation
Bus Shelters:
Public participation (including
petition)2

The Officer has reported the issue via the Fix-my-street portal and received the following response:
“Thank you for your report. I have made the Officer that deals with bus stop aware however apparently no bus stop
maintenance budget was allocated this financial year, so only stops which become hazardous have been able to
receive any attention. He is led to understand that he will be allocated a dedicated maintenance budget in the next
financial year which he hopes will be enough to pay for tasks such as this. This report is now closed.
State changed to: Investigation complete”

OSM report.

Officers

Clear Channel have been asked to provide a quote to re-site shelter 4013-0008 (Station Road) approx. 750mm
towards the highway boundary but have not yet provided a cost.
Councillors to set up working group to facilitate progress at Tyne Avenue.

-

To be considered at future meeting.

Provider

Tyne Avenue: Public
participation and minute 63

Quotes to repair and replace the equipment have been received. The work is on hold due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Installation of shelters.

The Clerk and Planning & Environment Officer met with members of RPA Architecture practice, notes of that
On the agenda.
meeting were shared with members of the Committee. The fee to revise the plans, print and supply them was quoted
at £2,850. The quote was not received in sufficient time to be considered at F&GP.
Officers met with the a provider to scope potential and cost of the project.
On the agenda.
Officers met with Officers from a local Town Council that had recently installed a splash pad to seek advice on the
furtherance of the project.
The Officer has received confirmation from the SODC Planning Officer that for such a large development, a phasing See pages below.
plan had to be approved. The leisure facilities are planned to be in phases 6-8, which have a stated timescale of
2026-2032 (see figures 1&2 below).

Councillors

Councillors

Councillors

The shelter works will commence 30th March 2020.

Edmonds Park – Play
equipment: minute 63
Bus Shelter installation: minute
64
Edmonds Park – Pavilion:
minute 66
Edmonds Park – Splash pad:
minute 68
Timescale of planned works at
Willington Down: Public
participation and minute 68.
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2
The following petition was considered by Council on 3rd September 2018 and referred to the Environment Committee for consideration:
“We, the undersigned request that the existing bus shelter S1 alongside the Cinema in the Orchard Centre be replaced with a shelter the same standard and size as the S2 shelter situated at the South End of Station Road, Didcot by The Broadway pub.
The current S1 bus shelter is situated at the bottom end of a wind funnel and provides no shelter from the strong winds and rain. There are no side panels and inadequate seating. All bus passengers find it is not fit for purpose.”

Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Ladygrove – Sand Pit: minute
70
Tree planting in Didcot: minute
71
Community Transport (Cllr L
Price): minute 72
Bus Shelter adoption: minute 73

The poll was placed on the website and Facebook, open from 23 rd Jan to 7th Feb 2020. The red train proved to be
the most popular and was ordered, along with a carriage. This work is on hold due to Covid-19 restrictions.

Ongoing

On the agenda.

Ongoing.

Officers

Officers

Councillors

Agenda item 9
Progress Report
Officers

-

Completion of adoption.
Instruct insurers.

A separate meeting will be arranged so members of the Committee have time to hear the presentation and ask
questions if necessary.
2020.01.22 Taylor Wimpey have been contacted about DTC adopting shelters, requesting a transfer doc to sign (inc.
value of shelters and date of transfer) and a joint site visit to ensure all are in good order. Taylor Wimpey to draft
transfer agreement for DTC to review / sign.

Environment Committee proposed future projects
Ongoing

Status

Existing bus shelters were not originally designed to carry the additional weight of a green roof and would need significant reinforcement. The
Officer cannot find a bus shelter supplier in the UK that supplies bee-friendly/green-roofed shelters, though a small number but are
investigating the possibility. The Officer has identified London as an Authority in the UK that is trialling this design of bus shelter, with one
already installed at Baker Street and five others planned. The Officer has heard from TfL that they are awaiting the completion of the trial.
The Officers require further detail before research can be undertaken.

Officer Comment

Listed below are future projects identified at Environment Committee meetings this civic year, ‘RAG’ rated.

15.07.19 Bee-friendly bus shelters

To start.

It was understood that the bins would be replaced with green-coloured ones as and when they needed to be renewed or installed.

17.06.19 Metal shelters in Edmonds Park

On agenda.

To start.

Ongoing.

To start.

The Officers require further detail before research can be undertaken.

The Officers require further detail before research can be undertaken.

OSM report on agenda

Edmonds Park facility building is on the agenda.
Loyd Rec facility building is yet to start.
The issues of paths and the connectivity between the new builds on Bluebell Lane and Stubbings Land is on the agenda.

The Officers consider this could be part of a new facility building at the park.

To start.

Ongoing.

Ongoing.
Ongoing
Ongoing.
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Officers are investigating what can be done by the Council at the Civic Hall or its other sites and how to promote the recycling collections
others provide in Didcot. The Civic Hall has signed up to become a collection site for Terracycle’s Air, Home and Laundry Care recycling
programme and is in communication with other collection sites in the town to collect other (e.g. crisp) packaging on their behalf. Through
discussions, the Officers have been told that Cornerstone is no ,longer a collection location for crisp packets because Terracycle’s collection
infrastructure had not proved able to meet the demand.

Officers have met with one provider to investigate the possibility of siting panels at the Civic Hall, the probable Kwh produced and cost of
installation. A report is at Item 20 on the agenda.
Incorporated into OSM Report.

To start.

To start.

To start.

Changing the colour of the dog bins in the To start.
area to green
A splash park in Edmonds Park
Ongoing
An outdoor refreshment area at Edmonds
Park
Reports on verge cutting and whether
there can be pollinator planting instead
Creation of ‘wild’ areas in each of the
Town Council’s parks
Replacement of the Town Council
pavilions in Edmonds Park and Loyd Rec.
Completing the paths on Stubbings Land
Options for addressing the issues at
Ladygrove Lakes
Paving ‘desire lines’ in Ladygrove
(location TBC)
Footpath widening in Ladygrove (location
TBC)
Solar panels on the Civic Hall
16.09.19 Millennium Wood upkeep programme
Implementing or improving the knowledge
of recycling via Terracycle

Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Laser show
Anaerobic digester dog bins

18.11.19 Sandpit installation

Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Agenda item 9
Progress Report
Complete. Report was on the November meeting agenda. The Committee requested that the report was made available to other organisations in the
town that may be interested in holding such a display.
Complete. Officers’ research has found that there are no commercial small to medium scale digester systems available in the UK. Household systems
do exist, as do large commercial anaerobic digesters, similar to those that dispose of household food waste. Household systems use a small
tank or sump, sunk in the ground or above ground models exist. Both require regular intervention, such as adding digester chemicals, on at
least a weekly basis. Waste placed in a digester cannot include plastic but must be raw or in paper bags.
On agenda.
Ongoing.
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Figure 1: Detail of approved Phasing Plan at Willington Down (Ladygrove North).

Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN
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Figure 2: Approved Phasing Plan at Willington Down (Ladygrove North).
Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN
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Environment & Climate Committee
18th May 2020
Agenda Item 11

5th May 2020
Dear Town Councillor,
We, Sustainable Didcot, are delighted to firstly share two pieces of very exciting news and secondly we would like to
invite your input into our new project: Reducing Energy use in Didcot (RED).
The very exciting news: Sustainable Didcot have been granted £5,500 from the Low Carbon Hub (LCH) and £3,500
from SODC. We are so grateful to Didcot Town Council for providing their written support for the LCH application.
The money from SODC is for a tree-planting project. We will write again in coming weeks with more information and
to harvest ideas. The aim is not to create a woodland, but to bring public awareness to the process of growing and
eating food, through planting fruit trees and bushes in Didcot.
The majority of the LCH money will be paid to Environmental information Exchange (EiE) based at Oxford Brookes
University. EiE undertake research to help clients take practical steps to reduce their environmental impact. As
expressed on their website, (https://www.brookes.ac.uk/eie/), their goal is to create a “truly sustainable zero carbon
society.” We have asked EiE to perform an energy audit of Didcot which forms a major part of our project RED.
Throughout, and particularly following the energy audit, implementation and public engagement are vital. We are
very appreciative that Didcot Town Council has already gifted us use of Didcot Civic Hall for the grand public
engagement meeting next year.
As was declared in the Didcot Town Council meeting in June 2019; we are in the midst of a Climate Emergency. In
the race to mitigate climate change it is essential that we do not wait for action from the national government, and
must focus on what we can do now. Effective realisation of project RED requires maximum engagement and
participation from everyone. Thus follows our second reason for writing: we need your help.
As we are sure you can imagine, this is a huge project, spanning all six wards in Didcot and we need your help to
reach the citizens of your ward. We have four questions for you which we would love to have quick email responses
(to Alison Rigg via sustainabledidcot@gmail.com) by 15th May 2020.
1. Would you like to contribute to project RED which directly addresses the Climate Emergency?
2. How are you able to bring project RED into the lives of people in your ward? If possible, please list three
ways.
3. Are there other ways in which you would like to personally contribute to and be involved with project RED?
4. To facilitate communication between Sustainable Didcot and Didcot Town Council are you interested in
being, or nominating, a lead point of contact? (Ideally one councillor for each of the two projects.)

Once again, our utmost thanks for your support so far; we look forward to hearing from you.
Best wishes,
Sustainable Didcot.

Agenda item 13
Edmonds Park Facility Building

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
18th May 2020
Report author: Guy Langton

Edmonds Park Pavilion Community Building
Background
1. In the current civic year, at its September 2019 meeting, the Committee resolved to
progress the plans for a pavilion facility building, to include changing rooms, a multiuse communal area, a café and one or two other rooms, with space and design to
allow for extension to the building in the future. It was also agreed that any updated
plans would need to be compliant with current environmental and accessibility
standards.
2. At its November 2019 meeting, the Committee resolved to rent two containers (one
for storage, and one for changing and welfare facilities) to replace the condemned
pavilion building on Edmonds Park. The possibility of PWLB loans were discussed.
3. At its March 2020 meeting, the Committee heard that Officers had arranged to meet
with the architects who had submitted designs thus far to review them in light of
changes to requirements of safeguarding and accessibility. Following the meeting,
the architects provided a quote to prepare a preliminary design, copied in appendix
1, which will be presented to a forthcoming F&GP Committee for consideration.
4. Members of the Council met virtually with the architects from RPA on Tuesday 5 th
May 2020. Members meeting architects Richard Potter and Alice Gurney were:
Cllr A Macdonald, Cllr D Macdonald, Cllr J Moody, Cllr P Davies, Cllr A Hudson, Cllr
P Siggers, Cllr C Wilson, Cllr M Khan, Cllr D Rouane, Cllr M Walsh & Cllr A
Thompson. The Officer’s present were the Town Clerk, the Outdoor Services
Manager, and the Planning and Environment Officer. At this meeting the members
discussed the detail they agreed upon at their correspondence meeting on the 23 rd
March 2020, namely:
a. The building should be flexible in that we can build on at a later date if we
need more rooms or changing areas
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b. It should be 2 storeys – the upper area to have “break out” rooms which in
turn could become offices if we had tenants. The inclusion of lifts however is
undesirable, therefore if access to disabled users is not possible, this may not
be an option
c. The main hallway to be similar in size to the All Saints hall and provided with a
similar kitchen area
d. Storage – ensure that external storage is provided for the primary groups
using the facility accessed from outside the building. Also provide large
storage cupboards within the building which could be useful for groups without
bulky equipment
e. Provide a good disabled toilet/ changing area suitable for changing disabled
adults – this could also be the referee’s room on match days (locker provided
so can still be used as a disabled toilet when matches are on etc). Provide
hoists etc but subject to any issues arising from training requirements etc to
use them – needs some more thought and information
f. All changing facilities and toilets to be unisex – changing cubicles as per
many swimming pools with lockers may provide a solution on safeguarding
and similarly provide a few shower/ changing cubicles. As most who use the
park now don’t use the changing facilities then maybe keep this to a minimum
with the ability to build more as necessary. There may be a need for one
designated female and one designated male cubicle/toilet for certain religious
groups.
g. Pavilion to be located at Park Road side of park (as per the current plans) but
again consider if current parking provision needs changing
h. Have a kitchen area for use by groups but not have a café.
i. Look at the possibility of inclusion of a creche facility, this could be either
temporary or permanent.
j. Importantly, once the architect has done the first re-plan of this facility,
discuss its use with community groups – church, sport clubs etc to check if
there is some feature that would benefit these groups that we have not
thought about. We would wish the facility to be used during the day and
evenings as well.
k. Aim for the building to be carbon neutral, to at least include ground source
heat pumps, solar panels and grey water features. As much natural light to be
used where possible, however, to remove any large glass expanse due to
higher risk of possible vandalism.
Financial Implications
5. The cost of the required re-design work has been quoted at £2850. The Council
budgets funds for professional fees each year under 9058, Building Projects Fees. It
also has Community infrastructure Levy funds available, the oldest 2 of which have a
‘spend by’ date of April 2022 (£420.75 and £3,570.00)1. According to SODC’s
regulations, the Town Council “should spend CIL funds within five years from the
time they are paid”2. If they are not, or CIL has been spent on anything that does not
1

CIL is received twice yearly. There are levy payments with spend dates at approximately 6-monthly intervals from April
2022 to October 2024.
2
s5.6, p6 http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/201-1122%20CIL%20Advice%20Note%20for%20Parish%20and%20Town%20Councils%20FINAL.pdf
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meet the definition as set out in the regulations, The Town Council may be required
to repay some or all of the receipts to SODC.
6. CIL Regulations3 state that a town council can spend CIL funds on:
a. The provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of
infrastructure; or
b. Anything else that is concerned with addressing the demands that
development places on an area.
7. The Officer has received the following guidance from the SODC Officer: CIL can be
used for the provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of
infrastructure (Reg 59 (1)). This would certainly include any costs involved for any
fees involved in the delivering the infrastructure project including planning fees as
these are all essential for the project to proceed and part of what would normally be
considered capital expenditure.
8. The Officer advises that CIL receipt spend by dates are kept in mind when planning
projects to ensure effective use of the Levy.
Outcome of virtual meeting
9. The architects clarified that a two-storey building would cost in the region of £30,000
to £40,000 more than a single-storey building. Upper storeys must be fully
accessible to all possible users.
10. The architects confirmed that air-source heat pumps, powered by roof-mounted solar
PV cells. Ground source heating would not be economical on this small scale.
11. The architects view was that a service road would need to be installed, which would
also led to expanded parking for users with restricted mobility.
12. The members discussed in detail the layout of the building, including:
a. the number of storeys
b. the number of changing rooms
c. the number of community rooms
d. the use and dimensions of any kitchen or café
e. the possibility of lettable office space to ensure a daily presence in the
building.
Resolutions required
13. Approval that the members decided that:
a. The building should be single storey.

3

s5.1, p6 http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/sites/default/files/201-1122%20CIL%20Advice%20Note%20for%20Parish%20and%20Town%20Councils%20FINAL.pdf
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b. There should be a kitchen, which is able to serve food to both inside the
building and through a ‘hatch’ to customers outside.
c. The should be 4 changing rooms.
14. The members referred decisions on two matters to this committee:
a. Should there be one club room space, or should there be further lettable
community rooms?
b. Should there be lettable office space as part of the building?
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Figure 1. The design considered at the meeting.
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Figure 2. The location of the facility in Edmonds Park.
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Agenda item 14
Stubbings Land

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
23rd March 2020 & 18th May 2020
Report author: Guy Langton

Stubbings Land connection to great Western
Park (south)
Introduction
1. The Planning and Development Committee, at its meeting on the 29th January
2020 heard from a member of the public that the connection between
Stubbings Land and the public open space (POS) at Reed Street on Great
Western Park (GWP) had been very muddy for a number of months and the
recent wet winter had become significantly worse. Picture 1 shows the
approximate location of the open gateway.
Recommendation
2. The Committee consider what action to take regarding Stubbings Land.
Background
3. The developer, Bellway Homes, had installed a tarmac path on the public
open space, leading from Reed Street to Stubbings Land (see pictures 2 & 3).
4. The abrupt change in surface has caused damage to Stubbings Land, with
many people walking and cycling across it to access the Town’s facilities, has
caused significant damage to the ground surface. Boards have now been laid
by persons unknown to allow people to cross the mud.
5. The fence was opened by the developer at an early stage of the build. The
Officer understands that there were concerns noted at the time by both the
Council and local residents.
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6. The Officer has contacted the developer to ascertain if the Council, as the
owner of Stubbings Land, had been contacted to discuss the transition
between hard and soft path surfaces this has not been confirmed.
Financial Implications
7. Any works undertaken by the Council would incur a cost, in materials and
labour.
8. The developer has offered to undertake work to improve the surface by laying
shingle over the rest of the connecting path and rubber grass matting in a fanshape extending onto Stubbings Land. This remedy was considered the most
effective by the developer, short of laying tarmac paths across Stubbings
Land. It was noted that any transition from a harder to a softer surface could
cause similar damage to the grass surface wherever this transition would be.
A copy of this quote for £4,257.66 is included at Appendix A.
9. Other third party costs had not been sought by the Officer.
10. The Outdoor Services Manager has noted that shingle is , though there is no
vehicular access to the area that would not cause further damage to
Stubbings Land, the track to it from Reed Street is blocked by a bollard, which
while removeable, the developer has denied access to the area whilst the
POS is in the process of sign-off by the District Council.
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Picture 1: Approximate location of connection
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Picture 2: View of POS on Reed Street looking towards Stubbings Land (Jan 2020)
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Picture 3: View of POS looking towards Reed Street (Jan 2020)

Agenda item 14
Stubbings Land

14 - 5

Picture 4: Condition of connection of Reed Street and Stubbings Land (Jan 2020)
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The line indicates the end of the
tarmac surface laid by the
developer and the start of the soft
surface of Stubbings Land.
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Agenda item 15
Outdoor Services Manager’s Report

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
18th May 2020
Report author: Tony Rudge

Outdoor Services Manager Report
Introduction
1. The report lists all the grounds works completed along with updates on allotment
availability. Also includes contract work.
2. Feedback on recent events within the report period and vandalism.
3. Staff updates and training.

Recommendation
4. That the Committee reviews the report, notes work completed and considers
making a decision where required.

Allotments
5. Allotment grass cutting is currently being carried out. The roadways have been
cut twice and the footpaths between plots are on their first cut.
6. Due to staff working restricted hours it has not been possible to prepare the
selected areas for wild flowers.
7. Notices have been posted on all allotment sites advising on social spacing and
discouraging social gathering on the sites.
8. New allotments reps are needed at New Road Allotments, with both the current
reps having resigned recently. A notice has been placed on the site noticeboard
advertising the vacancies but due to current restrictions voting cannot take place.
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9. The allotment burn in April was cancelled due to the risk of plot holders breaking
Government isolation advice. The TC will provide a fenced area on each site for
plot holders to put their burnable materials into and these will be disposed of.

Play Equipment
10. Edmonds Park play equipment
Multiplay – Bridge – with Slide

A quote of £5,600 has been received to carry out the repairs to the above
equipment. Only one quote has been received due to difficulty in obtaining parts
most of which will have to be manufactured on special order as spares are not
available for this equipment. To replace this equipment would cost in the region of
£10,000-£15,000 and would need to go out to tender. The total budget for Play Area
Maintenance 309/3153 for 2020/21 is £15,000. Are the Committee in agreement for
this work to be carried out?
11. All play areas, tennis courts, outside gyms and multi use games areas including
the skate park are currently locked or taped off to prevent use in line with
Government instructions during lockdown. Signs have also been put up at all
sites.
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Cemetery
12. Burials to date in 2020 - 15 full burials & 6 Cremated remains.
13. All services are now being held at the graveside due to churches being closed.
We are attempting to keep numbers down to below 10 at any burial although this
is proving to be difficult but we are managing to keep safe distancing.

General Maintenance
14.Litter collection is ongoing at all sites and waste is disposed of into a skip at
Edmonds Park which is then taken to a waste transfer station.
15.Travellers had been on site at Edmonds Park, between the 5th March and the 15th
March. They were carrying out garden and tree works in the area with most of their
rubbish being tipped on the car park at Edmonds Park. Because of their activities
security staff were employed to protect Council property, the County Councils Gypsy
enforcement officer visited the site several times along with the police and they were
due to be evicted with a court order on Monday 16th March. Due to public safety and
risk of theft extra security had to be hired, protecting the site 24/7 from the 5 th March
until the 15th March at a cost of £11,421 this has been coded to 304/3155 Edmonds
Park Security and this will leave this account £11,780 overspent (941.4%above
budget).
Additional money was also spent on clearing away their rubbish and tidying the site
this amounted to £1069 and has been costed to Edmonds Park maintenance
304/3154.
Edmonds Park is currently locked to prevent vehicles accessing the site and quotes
are being sought for supplying and fitting a height barrier to the car park entrance on
Park Road, currently the cost of this work looks like being between £7,000& £10,000.
Accurate costs should be available for the meeting and the Committee will be asked
to approve the work. There is not a budget for this work. The barrier would need to
be one with a top bar that opens to allow access to vehicles belonging to the
Outdoor Services Dept.
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Events
16. All events have been cancelled until the end of June 2020. Due to Covid 19
recommendations

Ladygrove Lakes
17. The committee is asked to approve the reopening of the lakes with immediate
effect following the Government decision to allow fishing. This will be for members of
the Ladygrove Fishing Association who still have permits.
Day tickets will not be allowed.
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Agenda item 18
Request to keep a hive of bees at Mereland Road Allotments

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
23rd March 2020 & 18th May 2020
Report author: Guy Langton

Beekeeping on Allotment Sites
Introduction
1. The Committee requested that the Officer investigate how other Councils and
allotment societies approached such a request.
2. The Committee requested that the Officer investigate what further rules would
need to be included in the allotment rental agreement for the Mereland Road
site should the siting of an apiary be approved.
Recommendation
1. The Committee consider the advice published by Bristol Beekeepers
Association to its members in 2018, following Bristol Parks & Estates
Allotment Strategy (2009 to 2019) stating that the Council would “encourage
the keeping of hives of honeybees on plots where this is deemed
appropriate”1.
2. The Committee consider the advice published on the South West Counties
allotment Association (SWCAA), a not for profit “support organisation for
allotment holders and gardeners covering the whole of the UK, Wales and
Northern Ireland”2

1

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/documents/20182/34316/Allotments+Strategy+final+version+Cabinet+accessible.
pdf, section 4.6.
2
http://www.swcaa.co.uk/
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3. The Committee consider whether any decision would be specific to the
Mereland Road site or would be applicable to all allotment sites operated by
Didcot Town Council.
4. The Committee consider what, if any, further rules would be necessary and
pass to the Allotment Liaison Group regarding their drafting, an example of
which has been developed by a Town Council in Norfolk.3
5. The Committee consider the detail of any consultation with other allotment
holders and local residents, and how away from the site to consider ‘local’
(see paragraph 18).
6. The Committee consider whether to allow unused equipment to be stored on
the site.
Background
7. SWCAA promote the keeping of bees in allotment gardens. The Association
has a webpage giving basic advice, including a short but clear list of "do's and
don'ts", copied here.
“Do not place hives where the flight lines taken by the bees will cross
pathways or contact people working on their plots.
Do not allow beginners to keep colonies of bees on allotment sites unless
they are supervised by an experienced beekeeper. - the local beekeeping
association can usually help with this.
Do not handle or work with the bees when plot holders are gardening in that
area.
Do not allow the bees to increase and swarm unexpectedly - manage the
hives carefully.
“Do place the hives away from the main area of the site and other plot
holders.
Do restrict the number of colonies.
Do raise the take-off flight line to at least six feet. Use hedging, fencing or
mesh around the apiary to make sure the bees fly up high as they leave, and
do not cross other plots.

3

https://www.reephamtowncouncil.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Agreement-Conditions-for-Keeping-Bees-onAllotment-Site.pdf
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Do try to work on the hives only when the bees are very active, so that fewer
remain inside, and make sure the beekeeper is accompanied so as to get
help in an emergency.”4
8. Furthermore, SWCAA have advice on administrative matters, including
“Any person keeping bees on allotments should normally be insured against
public liability claims: beekeeping associations usually arrange insurance
against claims for up to £10 million through the British Beekeepers
Association.
“It may be necessary to insist that the beekeeper is a member of the local
Beekeepers Association.
“Allotment Managers are responsible for policing the conditions on which bees
are kept on allotments. Local Beekeeping Associations may have members
available to offer advice if required, but cannot be responsible for any action
by individuals or plot holders keeping bees on allotments.”5
9. Bristol Beekeepers (www.bristolbeekeepers.org.uk), following on from Bristol
Council’s encouragement produced a guide6, which is copied below in full.
Keeping bees on allotments. Things you need to consider first.
The real value of honey bees does not come from the honey that they produce but in
the pollination service that they provide. Not surprising then that new beekeepers
often think that it is a good idea to put a hive of bees on their allotment.
Although there are some experienced beekeepers who successfully keep bees on
allotments, it is not recommended practice for beginner beekeepers. This is because
a lot can go wrong while you are still learning. If you are thinking about keeping your
bees on an allotment, here are some things you need to consider.
In spring and early summer a colony of bees will need regular weekly checks in
order to prevent swarming. That means opening up the hive and inspecting each
brood frame closely and carefully. The best time to open a hive is on a warm
afternoon. Just the time when the other plots may be full of activity. Opening the hive
means that there will be a lot more bees in the air. They may be defensive and
resent the intrusion. As a beekeeper you will have protective clothing, other allotment
holders will not be so fortunate.
Other things can annoy bees. They do not like thundery weather. They don’t like the
smell of beer or BO much either. Bees are sensitive to smell because this is how
they find their food, so if other plot holders wear aftershave, hairspray or perfume
and smell like flower beds, the bees may be attracted to them and become
bothersome. Bees may also annoy people who are sweating. Bee stings will soon
sour relationships with neighbouring plot-holders.
4

https://www.swcaa.co.uk/information/beekeeping-and-allotments
https://www.swcaa.co.uk/information/beekeeping-and-allotments
6
http://www.bristolbeekeepers.org.uk/downloads/Bees_on_Allotments.pdf?LMCL=f3sUy3
5
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It would be a sensible precaution to ensure that none of the other plot holders or
their families are known to be allergic to bee stings. All the allotment holders would
need to know how to respond if someone has a serious allergic reaction to a bee
sting (anaphylactic shock, see link): 999 should be dialed without delay. Say it is a
bee sting reaction and this will alert the paramedics to have adrenalin ready.
Ideally you shouldn’t live far from the allotment so that you can get there quickly to
deal with any serious problems that may arise. What if the hive is vandalised and
knocked over during the night? It would be chaos on the site in the morning. Would
you be available straight away when called to rectify the situation? Who will be oncall when you go on holiday? Are you adequately insured?
All these things and many more, have to be weighed up very carefully before you
make a decision to keep bees on an allotment. If in doubt…don’t.
If you do decide that the allotment is an appropriate place for your colony, you will
need to seek the necessary permission. Private allotment landlords will have their
own rules and may not allow bees at all…..bees are livestock and there is often a
general prohibition.
Bristol City Council encourages beekeeping on allotments when it is done in a
responsible way. With that in mind the Council requires the following:
The beekeeper must be a member of the British Beekeeping Association (BBKA)
and have the necessary insurance.
The beekeeper must produce a certificate of competency in beekeeping. (This is not
defined but is taken to mean that the beekeeper must have passed the Basic
Beekeeping Assessment which is a BBKA standard).
Bees must be within a “netted” area to minimise nuisance to other plot holders.
Neighbouring plot holders must be given notice of your intentions and be given the
opportunity to object (the Council do this).
In addition there is a general expectation that, to demonstrate continuing
competence, proper records must be maintained and colonies are registered on
Beebase.
10. The referred to Basic Beekeeping Assessment is a BBKA standard and is, as
its name suggests, the most basic qualification. It is not for beginners though,
BBKA state that “the Candidate shall have managed at least one colony of
bees for a minimum of 12 months”.7

7

https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=b2bbd57b-819d-46e1-9235-5b03e4efa7d6
section 1.1.
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11. In practice, this would mean that a novice beekeeper would need at least 2
years’ experience before being able to site an apiary on an allotment. This
would ensure they would have undertaken the local beekeeping association’s8
evening classes for beginners9, delivered in the autumn annually and usually
before acquiring their first hive of bees, where they would learn a mix of
theory and practical beekeeping. This would be followed by a year of keeping
bees before the BBKA would accept candidature for the Basic Beekeeping
Assessment, which would then take up to another year to complete.
12. Beebase10 is a resource for beekeepers and run by the National Bee Unit,
part of FERA/DEFRA. Not only is BeeBase part of the network of information
available to help and guide beekeepers, it is also there to help beekeepers
take the necessary action to protect their colonies from any known disease
outbreaks in the area.
13. The netting referred to would need to be high enough to raise the bees’ flight
paths to 2m or more. If there is no restriction in front of a hive, bees often fly
around head height for some distance. This could be annoying to others if the
hive is pointing towards an area where other people will be. If a hive is facing
a solid obstacle, such as a fence, hedge or building they will quickly fly
upwards to gain height and will be less of a nuisance.
14. The BBKA advises in its leaflet Allotment Beekeeping “To avoid being a
nuisance bees can be forced to fly above head height by surrounding the
hives with hedging, solid fencing or simple screening such as is used for
windbreaks.”11 A large enough gap to maintain the barrier and work at the
hives needs to be left, with sufficient space for swarm control. A netted space
would need a minimum of 1.2 m around the hive on all sides.
15. Swarm management is an involved process and can take a good deal of a
beekeepers time each season, from March through to July, with each hive
capable of swarming on more than one occasion. There are many methods,
with helpful advice from numerous sources12. Basic swarm management
methods require a second hive to be used, placed first to one side of the
original hive and then, a short time later to the other. This in effect means a
netted space for 3 hives plus working space is required to maintain one hive,
with dimensions of 6.3m by 2.9m, in the configuration below.

8

The local beekeeping association is the Vale and Downland Beekeepers Association (VDBKA)
http://www.valeanddownlandbees.org.uk/about-us/events-calendar/
10
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/public/register.cfm?
11
https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=2c573b2e-8657-4ac3-bb96-835dd8eb7f2f
12
http://www.wbka.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Swarm-Control-Wally-Shaw.pdf
9
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Site of permanent hive
(50cmx50cm)
Netting at 6.3m wide
(0.5+0.5+0.5+1.2+1.2+1.2+1.2)
Netting at 2.9m long (0.5+1.2+1.2)

Sites of hives for swarm
management. (50cmx50cm)
16. The BBKA, in its leaflet ‘Allotment Beekeeping’, advises that “Beekeepers
should not use allotments as storage space for equipment that does not
contain bees”13, so any beekeeper would need to have sufficient storage
space at another location.
17. In the same leaflet, BBKA further advise that “Beekeepers should not
knowingly put aggressive colonies of bees onto allotments. If you suspect that
this is occurring, then the beekeeper should be asked to remedy the situation
immediately.
“It is a good idea to ensure that all hive equipment has some sort of identification
mark placed on it by the beekeeper and that reliable contact information for the
beekeeper(s) is available at a known communal point on the allotment, perhaps in a
tea-hut or suchlike.”
18. It is noted that Didcot Town Council’s Livestock Policy specifies only two
species, chickens (hens not cockerels) and rabbits (which the 1950 Allotment
Act specifically enables the keeping of), in enclosures of a specified minimum
size, the exact locations of which must be approved by the Outdoor Services
Manager. Keeping of these two species of livestock require the written
permission of the Council. Bees are also considered livestock, which is
usually defined as domestic animals raised for home use or profit and are not
specifically covered by the Allotment Act.
19. The circle of local residents consulted over an apiary site would need to be
agreed. Other allotment holders would need to be consulted in case any know
of a bee allergy but how far the consultation needs to extend beyond the
allotments needs to be considered. A study by researchers at the University of
Sussex found that honey bees travel significant distances to forage for food.
“Overall, the mean distance foragers travelled for pollen was 1,074 m,
whereas the overall mean distance foragers travelled for nectar was
1,408m”.14 Honey bees can fly in excess of 5km and have been known to fly
13

https://www.bbka.org.uk/Handlers/Download.ashx?IDMF=2c573b2e-8657-4ac3-bb96-835dd8eb7f2f
Couvillon, Margaret J, Riddell Pearce, Fiona C, Accleton, Christopher, Fensome, Katherine A,
Quah, Shaun K L, Taylor, Esme L and Ratnieks, Francis L W (2015) Honey bee foraging distance
depends on month and forage type. Apidologie, 46 (1). pp. 61-70. ISSN 0044-8435
14
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8km to forage a valuable food resource to feed a large colony15, with working
bees learning these locations from each other’s waggle dances. This means
that honey bees in an apiary located on Mereland Road allotments would not
necessarily forage in the immediate vicinity but would fly to the most valuable
food source they have located within 8km.
Financial Implications
20. The Officer has sought the insurers advice on the Council’s liability should the
siting of bees be approved and has been told that “The Council [would] need
to demonstrate that they have fulfilled what could be expected of them. That
would include risk assessing [the] proposed change, consulting with the other
allotment holders, ensuring that all recommendations from the Beekeeping
Association are implemented should this proceed, and ensuring that the
individual has appropriate insurance in place.” This does not remove any
liability that the Council, as landowner, may have should there be a claim.
21. Should the apiary be approved, the Council could lose allotment rents if plot
holders leave the site after siting the apiary and new plot holders may not
come forward.
Risk Implications
1. A full risk assessment would be required, including the aspects identified by
the insurers, copied above.
2. A full consultation would need to be undertaken and repeated at reasonable
intervals.
3. Rules would need to be drafted
4. Evidence of the beekeeper’s insurance would need to be provided annually.

15

In the height of Summer there is an average of 35,000 to 40,000 bees in the hive. Over the Winter this falls
to around 5,000. (https://www.bbka.org.uk/pages/faqs/category/bee-facts)
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

18 - 7

Agenda Item 19 Splash Pad – Edmonds Park

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
23rd March 2020 & 18th May 2020
Splash Pad – Edmonds Park
Author: L Blake
Update from Bracknell visit
Note: The Officers are seeking indicative costs for the Spalsh Pads described below and
the cost of water per annum.
Officers L Blake and G Langton met with Mr Alan Moffat, the Recreational Facilities
Manager for Bracknell Town Council on Thursday 16th January.
The officers visited two splash pads in the town (both of which use the once used water
systems) Jocks Lane which was installed in 2014 and the newer one, Great Hollands,
which was constructed, along with their new pavilion, almost a year ago.
The visit was very informative and Mr Moffat gave a very clear and frank talk about the
positive and negative aspects of the projects that he had had to face.
Jocks Lane Recreation
Ground
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“Jocks Lane park has been awarded Green Flag status annually from 2012. It is an ideal
location for a family picnic, (as is Edmonds Park) with plenty to keep the family entertained.
There is a splash pad area (open daily between 10am and 6pm in the summer) next to the
pavilion, which has family friendly toilet facilities and a shower cubicle. The pavilion also
has a coffee shop serving light refreshments and a hall which is available for hire.
The park also boasts a well-appointed play area, teenage meeting shelter, miniature golf,
tennis courts, basketball court, outdoor table tennis, hard surface kick about area and a
large playing field with junior football pitches.”
The splash pad at Jocks Lane was installed in 2014. It is approximately 80m2 in size and
consists of one above ground water feature and 13 ground level features. The above water
feature is removed in the winter months and stored until the spring/summer to decrease the
risk of vandalism.
Mr Moffat had some colourful benches without backs to them, designed for seating around
the splash pad to encourage interaction. These benches are also removed when the splash
pad is closed to lower the risk of vandalism and to limit the fading of the colouring on the
benches.

Colourful, backless benches
encourage interaction on both sides
and makes the most of the limited
space available for seating, while
looking very fun.
Umbrellas are placed in these
benches in hot weather.

As this was the first Splash pad Bracknell Town Council (BTC) had installed, Mr Moffat
informed the officers of the challenges he faced:
• Avoid intricate designs
Having more detailed designs on the rubber splash pad flooring created issues with
‘separation’ after being in use for a couple of years. BTC have had to ‘patch’ these sections
up and will need to do so again before the splash pad is used this summer.
Examples of this are shown here:
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Mr Moffat explained that when designing the second splash pad at Great Hollands, he
made sure the design was simple to minimise this happening again.
• Wet pour
Mr Moffat explained that Didcot Town Council would have to make sure that the ‘wet pour’
splash pad flooring was at least 12ml, to reduce the risk of easy damage.
• Electric and Water
A decent supply of electric and water is essential. Mr Moffat told the officers to make sure
they received quotes within the quote of the design for running pipes and electric cables
from the supply to the units. BTC paid £1500 for 50 yards of additional electric cables at the
Jocks Lane splash pad.
The pressure of the water supply needs to be powerful enough to power the water features
on the splash pad and fill the tank up quickly.
• Companies
Mr Moffat had had some negative experience with some companies when designing the
splash pads. He mentioned which ones he had issues with and what those issues were.
The water tanks for the Jocks Lane splash pad are underground. The unit which houses the
controls for the splash pad is situated in the corner of the site:
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The issues BTC have faced with the unit being situated where it is, is children climbing on
the unit and sitting on it. Mr Moffat explained that when they designed the splash pad at
Great Hollands they made sure the units and tanks were enclosed and unaccessible to
children.
Power is pulled from the Jocks Lane pavilion and water is taken from the water mains just
outside of the car park. This was because the pressure of the water from the pavilion could
not sustain the splash pad.
BTC worked with a local youth club to design and install a mini golf course on the same
site.
The Jocks Lane park has many visitors throughout the spring/summer and is a very popular
location.
Great Hollands Recreation Ground

Bracknell Town Council incorporated the design and installation of the new Great Hollands
splash pad into their designs for their new pavilion. The project as a whole cost £1.7 million,
but includes a fantastic play area, a large café with indoor and outdoor seating, numerous
changing rooms and shower cubicles, toilets (no urinals and they do have an accesible
toilet) a beautiful function hall that is rented out, a kitchen and an office. The complex was
completed in April 2019.
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Splash pad
location

The splash pad itself is 130m2 and has 2 above ground water features and 12 ground
squirting features. The total approximate cost for the splash pad came to £105,000.
Mr Moffat explained that after the issues BTC faced at Jocks Lane with children climbing on
the power and water units, they decided to spend approximately £1000 on fencing and
planting to secure the area and make it look more appealing in its surroundings.

Both of the Bracknell splash parks were initially paddling pools. Mr Moffat explained that
splash pads were so much more safer and inclusive than paddling pools. The pool used
chlorine and chemicals so BTC were keen to move away from that and use a once used
system for the splash pad.
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Mr Moffat told the officers that many wheelchair users were able to use the splash pad due
to the accessibility of the surfaces, where as before with the area being a pool, they were
unable to do so. Being inclusive and accessible to all was a major factor in the design of the
whole project.
The design of this splash pad is more
basic, blue representing the sea and
yellow, representing the sand.
The blue area is designed to have a
‘dip style basin’ in it to create a very
shallow area that younger children
can sit in for 20 minutes, which has
been very popular.
The green area is the ‘buffer’ which
is needed and it is surrounded by a
red outline to clearly distinguish the
splash zone.
Beyond that, the surface of the
whole play area is made up of
different coloured tiger mulch
(rubber bonded safety surfacing)
which absorbs most of the water (so
the pavilion doesn’t get too wet) and
is soft under foot.

The above ground water features are designed so that they can be taken off whilst not in
use and stored safely away. What is left is flush to the floor and safe.
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Mr Moffat reccommended that DTC consider having the water tanks below ground level.
The housing unit for the mechanics will sit above ground on a cement base. The lucy pillar
(the pump used for extracting the water from the grey tank) can be situated anywhere, as
long as the water pipes are extended. A good suggestion for the splash pad at Edmonds
Park would be siting the lucy pillar in the car park of the depot.

The power units which sit
above ground.

The below ground level
water tanks and the lucy
pillar.

BTC sell off the water from their grey water tank to other Parishes to water allotments and
flower beds. The income generated from this is very little but the fact that the water gets
reused was their aim.
The Great Hollands Recreation ground is extremely popular in the warmer months, but is
still used in colder months due to the hiring of the facilities. The project as a whole warrants
a visit.
In conclusion, the visit to both of the splash pads in Bracknell was very informative and
enjoyable. Both officers felt they left with a lot of important facts which they will need to
think about when proceeding with this project.
It is anticipated that a refurbished pavilion, renewed play equipment and a new splash pad
would increase footfall in Edmonds park. The addition of a café (whether this be a café with
inside and outside seating, or a café hatch and outdoor seating) could generate a revenue
stream which would help off set on going costs.
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The visit reiterated the desire to make the splash pad at Edmonds park inclusive and
enjoyable for all, by providing a safe and exciting environment for many families to enjoy for
many years to come.
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Installation of photovoltaic panels at the Civic Hall

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
23rd March 2020 & 18th May 2020
Report author: Guy Langton

Solar Panels at Didcot Civic Hall
Introduction
1. The Committee identified the installation of solar panels (photovoltaic) (Solar
PV) on Didcot Civic Hall as a potential future project. The Officer has met with
one installer of solar panels (Company A) and this report considers the
outcomes of that basic site survey.
2. Company A is an established local company, based in southern Oxfordshire,
with experience and testimonials from domestic and commercial clients.
3. Separately but related, Didcot Civic Hall has been surveyed by the team from
Oxford Brookes University’s Energy Information Exchange (EiE). The
resulting report made recommendations for energy saving at the Civic Hall
and is presented at appendix 1.
4. The best siting for the panels would be on the extension, which offers a large,
almost flat roof of a suitable construction. The smaller triangles of the main
hall and Council offices are tiled, which presents two immediate concerns,
that installation on tiles is problematic and that the configuration would not be
ideal.
Recommendation
5. The Committee consider the installation of solar PV panels on the extension
roof of the Civic Hall as part of a wider project to improve the facility in
pursuance of the Council’s declaration of a Climate Emergency. Any project
could include:
a. The recommendations arising from the EiE survey
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b. Improvements to the kitchen to ensure environmental and other
standards are met
c. Replacement of old or outdated Civic Hall equipment
d. Alterations to the room layouts to increase lettable space
e. Installation of electric vehicle charging points to make use of generated
solar energy (separate grant funding may be available for this).
6. The above referred to project should be referred to the Civic Hall
Management Committee for consideration.
7. The Committee consider a similar approach to new construction and
redevelopment projects for other premises under its control or ownership.
Detail
8. Up to 60 solar PV panels could be fitted to the roof of the Civic Hall, with
configurations of 36 or 60 being considered the most appropriate. The more
panels that are installed, the more the Council will save on its electricity costs.
Company A provided the comparative costs and returns shown in table 1.
9. There are a number of companies that manufacture panels, Company A had

experienced supply chain and guarantee problems with some suppliers. The
two companies that were used in the analysis were considered to be reliable.
10. Panels do generate less electricity over their working lifespan. The industry

standard is for 20 years, after which the performance can reduce more
significantly.
Table 1:

Solar System Comparisons for:

DIDCOT CIVIC HALL

Forecasted to spend on electricity over the next 10 years, using government inflation figures:
Forecasted to spend on electricity over the next 20 years, using government inflation figures:

£248,444.72
£784,818.23

System size in
Kw

Product

Qty Solar Kwh Cost of System
10 year
20 year
Panels Produced
Incl Vat
income/saving income/saving

1

12.60

LG350 with Solaredge
optimised Inverter

36

14285

£23,161.38

£32,281.53

£101,685.22

2

21.00

LG350 with Solaredge
optimised Inverter

60

23809

£37,622.43

£53,802.56

£169,475.37

3

11.16

JA310 with Solaredge
Optimised Inverter

36

10122

£18,178.08

£22,873.77

£72,051.24

4

18.60

JA310 with Solaredge
Optimised Inverter

60

16870

£28,302.41

£38,122.95

£120,085.41

11. More detailed figures were drawn together in the form of a quotation for the
most expensive configuration (option 2 in table 1), which is included at
appendix 2.
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12. This detailed analysis demonstrates that with the 60 panel system, if 50% of
the energy generated was used and 50% exported (at 3.5p per kW), an
annual saving in excess of £1,500 could be made against the cost of
electricity for then Civic Hall and approximately £500 could be received for
energy exported.
13. The estimation is that carbon emissions in excess of 8900kg could be saved
per year.
14. The EiE report indicates that in the current financial year, the Civic Hall is
estimated to be using 105,260 kWh of electricity. The prescribed Government
model for estimating solar PV generation indicates 19,047 kWh could be
generated by a 60 panel system placed on the roof of the extension of the
Hall.
Financial Implications
15. The cost of installation is significant. The Officer has identified a section 106
developer contribution that could be used to fund any project that is
undertaken.
08S35 Land west of Didcot, between A4130 and Park Road to both North and
South of B4493 Wantage Road (Agreement dated 18 July 2008)
“Civic Centre Contribution” towards the costs of improving Didcot Civic Centre or
other community centres/services either on or within the proximity of the site.
16. This allocation currently has funds of £112,058. The Council has requested
approximately £5,250 from this allocation to fund improvements to Wifi
provision in the Civic Hall. Should that request be successful, over £105,000
would remain to fund an improvement project.
17. Installation may also require planning permission, a permitted development
application would be required in the first instance to establish the
requirements, at a cost of £52.50. Should a full application be needed, it
would cost £462.00 (discounted by 50% if the Town Council applies rather
than the Civic Hall).
18. Building Regulations would also be needed. Building control charge on a
sliding scale, dependent on the cost of a project. Building control would
charge £420 plus VAT.
19. Costs of planning permission and building regulations may be drawn from the
S106 allocation (up to 5% of the allocation may be used for professional and
other fees).
20. The Council would make savings against the cost of electricity supplied to the
Civic Hall over the lifetime of the panels. As part of a wider project, the Civic
Hall would be less costly to run and would offer the opportunity to increase
revenue with further letting space.
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21. The Civic Hall’s Distribution Network Operator (DNO), SSE, must be notified
about the installation of solar PV and must give permission for larger systems
to be installed.
22. Electric vehicle charging points can be installed with grants from central
government, or if part of a revenue stream may attract grants from District or
County funding. Brief discussions have been had with the Didcot Garden
Town team regarding the availability of such funding.
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Free Trees for Didcot

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
23rd March 2020 & 18th May 2020
Report author: Guy Langton

Free Trees for Didcot
Introduction
1. Following the resolution to source free trees for residents of Didcot at the 20th
January 2020 meeting of the Committee, the Officer established that both the
Woodland Trust and the Conservation Volunteers had closed applications for
March 2020 delivery.
2. It was established that the Woodland Trust had already opened applications
for November 2020 delivery. The Conservation Volunteers had not opened
their next scheme at the date of writing. The Tree Council’s grant scheme is
open.
3. Neither of the above mentioned bodies would provide free trees to plant in
private gardens, all planted trees must be in a publicly accessible place.
Recommendation
4. That the project be considered in the light of the cost to the Council, a cost
which has not been budgeted for. To vire monies to this spend from another
budget head could detrimentally affect the Council’s ability to deliver services.
5. The Committee consider if it should submit an application to the Woodland
Trust, noting that the Trust cannot provide free trees for distribution to other
groups or to be planted on private property.
6. The Committee consider if it should progress the application to the
Conservation Volunteers, noting that trees provided must be planted in a
publicly accessible place.
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Background
7. The Woodland Trust offers a number of tree packs. Trees are available in
packs ranging from 4 to 420 saplings. Saplings are UK, cell-grown stock,
approx. 15-60cm tall. Appendix 1 has a list of tree packs.
8. The Committee would need to plan how to celebrate the activity how to
ensure allocated trees are planted.
Financial Implications
9. Neither body approached offered trees free for planting on private land that
was inaccessible to the public.
10. Should the Council choose to fund trees for planting in private gardens by the
residents of Didcot, the Woodland Trust offer the packs for sale at an
approximate price of £13 per pack of 4 saplings (£325 per 100 saplings).
11. If larger numbers of trees were purchased, this could reduce, for example the
wildlife pack from the Woodland Trust which includes Hazel, Blackthorn,
Silver birch, Hawthorn, Rowan and English Oak, is available for approximately
£1 per tree.
Risk Implications
12. Should any number of the trees not be collected, they are not returnable. Any
left-over would need to be planted on Council land or be composted.
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Appendix 1: Woodland Trust Tree packs.
Targeting tree disease pack. From £101.25 for 45 saplings
Species: Various, by choice and recommendation.
Wild harvest tree pack. From £105.00 for 105 small saplings.
Species: hazel, blackthorn, crab apple, dog rose, elder, rowan.
Working wood tree pack. From £105.00 for 105 small saplings.
Species: rowan, silver birch, wild cherry, common oak, field maple, grey willow.
Wild wood tree pack. From £105.00 for 105 small saplings.
Species: hazel, crab apple, downy birch, hawthorn, holly, goat willow.
Wildlife tree pack. From £105.00 for 105 small saplings.
Species: hawthorn, rowan, blackthorn, silver birch, hazel, common oak.
Year round colour tree pack. From £105.00 for 105 small saplings.
Species: hawthorn, dogwood, wild cherry, silver birch, rowan, hazel.
Shelterbelt tree pack. £152 for 210 saplings.
Species: Pedunculate oak, wild cherry, downy birch, rowan, hawthorn and hazel.
Plant for pollinators tree pack. £152 for 210 saplings.
Species: Blackthorn, goat willow, crab apple, rowan, hazel, hawthorn and dog rose.
Urban tree pack. £41.15 for 15 saplings.
Species: Crab apple, Hazel and Field Maple.
Traditional hedge mix. £35.95 for 15 saplings.
Species: Hawthorn, Blackthorn, Dog rose and Field maple.
Bee Friendly Garden Mix. £12.95 for 4 saplings.
Species: Goat Willow, Hazel, Crab Apple, Rowan.
Garden Mix. £12.95 for 4 saplings.
Species: Rowan, Silver birch, Field maple and Wild cherry.
Copse starter pack. £49.95 for 30 saplings.
Species: Rowan, Silver birch and Wild cherry.
Hedge starter pack. £49.95 for 30 saplings.
Species: Hawthorn, Hazel, Crab apple, Dog rose and Dogwood.
Seedballs for Bees. £4.99 for 20 balls (of c.30 seeds.)
Species: Birdsfoot trefoil, foxglove, red clover, viper's bugloss, wild marjoram,
cornflower, chamomile, corn marigold and night-flower catchfly.
Seedballs for Butterflies. £4.99 for 20 balls (c.30 seeds per ball).
Species: Forget-me-not, Musk mallow, Purple loosestrife, Red campion and Yarrow
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