
Agenda Pack 
Environment and Climate Committee 20.07.2020 

A - 1 

 
 

 
 
Notice of a meeting of the  
 
Environment and Climate Committee 
Monday 20th July 2020 at 7.30pm 
Online at Zoom.us (or via your device app). 
 
 
 
 

Members of the Environment and Climate Committee are invited to attend a 
meeting on Monday 20th July 2020 at 7.30pm.  
 
Admission of the public and media 
The Council welcomes members of the public to its meetings in accordance with the 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960. 
  
Due to the Covid-19 virus, admission to this meeting will be online.  
If any member of the public wishes to comment on these items please contact the 
Planning and Environment Officer.  
 
Reports and minutes 
We add reports and minutes to our website. 
  
Recording, photographs and filming  
The press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, or report from 
the meeting using social media.  As such members of the public may be recorded or 
photographed during the meeting.  
 
We ask that anyone wishing to record or photograph the meeting notifies the 
Planning and Environment Officer before the start of the meeting.  
 
Public participation – via zoom.us (or via your device app) 
The Council welcomes the public’s involvement in meetings, which must be in 
accordance with our rules (Standing Orders 18-20 on a matter before the 
Committee).  
 
At the relevant time during the meeting, the Chair will invite members of the public to 
present their questions, statements or petitions. To find out about participation – or to 
view without speaking – please email the Planning and Environment Officer for 

Didcot Town Council 
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details of how the join the meeting – Glangton@didcot.gov.uk or see the guidance 
below.  
 
How to join the meeting using zoom.us 

Should any member of the public wish to join the meeting, please contact the 
Planning and Environment Officer by email (GLangton@Didcot.Gov.UK) to request 
an invitation.   

You will be provided with instructions on how to join the meeting. You will need to 
sign up to a Zoom account, which is free. You should use your browser to find 
zoom.us, then simply follow the instructions to sign up. Should you wish to make a 
comment rather than attend, please email the Planning and Environment Officer or 
any Committee Member prior to the meeting. 

AGENDA 
1. To receive apologies. 
2. To receive declarations of interest 

Members should declare any interests they may have on any item on this agenda in  
accordance with Didcot Town Council’s Code of Conduct. 

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 15th June 2020. 
4. Questions on the minutes and review the progress report. 
5. To receive and consider proposals for clearing footpath vegetation across the  

town to promote active travel opportunities for all residents. 
6. To receive and consider proposals for supporting resident-organised litter 

picks. 
7. To consider the Outdoor Services Manager’s Report.  
8. To consider the pavilion demolition report. 
9. To consider the Edmonds Park access barrier report. 
10. To consider the report on hemlock management at Ladygrove park. 
11. To consider the report on beekeeping at Mereland Road allotments. 
12. To consider the report on paths at Stubbings Land. 
13. To consider the report on the Edmonds Park Splash Park project. 
14. To note the report on Green Roof bus shelters. 
15. To note the report into Oxfordshire County Council-provided cycle racks. 

 
Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk 
14th July 2020 
 
Voting members: 
Cllr P Davies  
Cllr A Hudson 
Cllr A Macdonald 
Cllr D Macdonald 
Cllr D Rouane 
Cllr A Thompson 

Cllr C Wilson 
 
Nominated Substitute Members 
Cllr J Durman 
Cllr M Khan 
Cllr A Sandiford 
Cllr M Walsh 

  



Agenda item 3 
Minutes of Previous Meeting 

A - 3 

 

  
 

Environment Committee 
Monday 15th June 2020 at 7.30pm 
Online at Zoom.us  
 
 
Minutes 
 

Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 
by the next meeting of this committee. 

 

PRESENT  
 
Councillors: 
P Davies. 
A Hudson.  
A Macdonald.   
D Macdonald.  
D Rouane.     
A Thompson. 
C Wilson.     
 
Officers: 
Mrs J Wheeler (Town Clerk). 
Mr G Langton (Planning and Environment Officer, PEO). 
 
Others: 
Two Councillors who were not members of the Committee. 
 

Public participation 

Cllr D Macdonald proposed suspending standing orders to allow the attending non-
committee members to address the Committee, seconded by Cllr A Macdonald. 

Cllr E Hards raised concerns over the minutes at items 14, 15 and 17, all of which 
included the phrase "it was resolved" relating to items where she believed the 
committee did not have delegated powers and therefore should be "resolving to 
recommend" to Council. She gave detail as follows: 

Didcot Town Council 
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14) Supporting 20mph limits is a policy matter, even if it only goes as far as 
actively supporting what OCC councillors may be doing, and should be 
decided by the Council as a whole. 

15) This is more arguable but I think it would be safer if Council as a whole 
endorsed the decision not to have dedicated lettable office space in the new 
pavilion. 

17) The heading is to note verbal updates on Tyne Avenue. On this basis the 
committee has apparently decided to contact the Football Club. Because it 
has financial implications this decision needs to go to F&GP before it is taken 
further and then full Council. 

Cllr D Macdonald thanked Cllr Hards, noting that the Planning and Environment 
Officer had drafted suggested revisions which could be considered when approving 
the minutes later in the meeting. 

 

22. To receive apologies. 

No member tendered their apologies. 

 

23. To receive declarations of interest. 

No member declared an interest in any item on the agenda. 

 

24. To approve the draft minutes of the meeting held online at Zoom.us on 
18h May 2020. 

The Committee considered the minutes, with focus on the resolutions minute at 
items 14, 15 and 17 brought to the Committee’s attention by Cllr Hards. 

The PEO read out the proposed amendment to the minute for item 14. Cllrs Davies 
and Rouane noted that the essential time period had passed. It was proposed by Cllr 
D Macdonald, seconded by Cllr C Wilson and resolved to amend the recorded 
minute to: 

“… it was resolved to recommend active support of any action that 
Oxfordshire County Councillors could undertake on the Town’s behalf in this 
regard”. 

Five members voted for this amendment, two abstained. 

The PEO read out the proposed amendment to the minute for item 15. Cllr Davies 
considered the matter to hinge on what the detail of the matter to be presented to 
Full Council was, and at what stage this would be. The Committee considered it had 
delegated authority to instruct the architect to amend the design of the pavilion 
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building but not to approve the construction of the design, but to recommend an 
approved design to Full Council for approval. Cllr D Macdonald proposed, Cllr T 
Hudson seconded and it was resolved to amend the recorded minute to: 

“… it was resolved to confirm with the architect that the facility building 
should be redrafted to have smaller ‘break out’ rooms in addition to the main 
clubroom for future presentation to Full Council for approval”. 

Six members voted for the amendment, one abstained. 

The PEO read out the proposed amendment to the minute for item 17. Cllr Rouane 
stated he did not agree with the proposed amendment, noting that the action 
resolved did not have a financial implication, simply to make contact with Didcot 
Town Football Club to establish a possible way forward, which could then be 
recommended to the Full Council. 

The Committee exited standing orders to allow Cllr Hards to address it again on this 
matter. Cllr Hards stated she considered that should this minute be presented to Full 
Council for approval was unamended, it would create a position for the Committee 
that would be ultra vires and that this would be brought to Full Council’s attention. 

Cllr Davies noted that term of reference 10, bullet 4 enabled the Committee to  

Cllr D Macdonald proposed and Cllr A Macdonald seconded that the Committee 
accept the proposed amendment. Two members voted for this proposal, three 
against and two abstained, thus the proposal was not approved. The minute would 
remain unchanged. 

Cllr D Macdonald proposed, Cllr D Rouane seconded and it was resolved to 
approve the minutes with the agreed amendments. All members agreed.  The PEO 
would send the amended minutes to the Chair for signature. 

 

25. To consider the Scheme of Delegation to Committees. 

Cllr Wilson introduced the item, having shared a suggested an addition to the 
Scheme of Delegation. Cllr Davies requested that the statement be revised to 
remove the words ‘suitable and’ before ‘practical’. The wording would therefore be:  

“Support for Council in its responsibility to consider, agree and act on and 
practical activities addressing the Climate Emergency, by itself and in 
conjunction with other bodies and individuals”. 

Cllr Wilson proposed, Cllr D Macdonald seconded and it was resolved to proposed 
this addition to the scheme of delegation to Full Council.  All members agreed.  

26. To consider the Environment and Climate Terms of Reference. 
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Cllr Wilson introduced the item, having shared suggestions additions to the Terms of 
Reference to ensure they covered the extended remit of the Committee 
commensurate with its name change to Environment and Climate Committee, noting 
that the PEO had circulated an annotated paper earlier that day with the additions 
and amendments highlighted. She noted that at point9, bullets 4 and 8, the inclusion 
of the words ‘resource limitations’ would ensure that the Committee did not exceed 
its financial limits.  

The Committee discussed the details of the terms of reference, considering that 
certain statements in part nine could be removed or revised and others moved to 
part 10.   

Point 9 (a) would be removed, though the detail excluding the Civic Hall would be 
moved to point 10, first bullet point. 

Point 9, bullet 6 would be moved to point 10, fitting better there and have the detail 
excluding the Civic Hall added. 

Point 9, bullet 4 would have ‘wherever possible’ removed. 

It was proposed by Cllr Davies and seconded by Cllr Wilson and resolved to 
recommend the reviewed and revised Terms of Reference to Full Council. The 
Terms of Reference to be recommended are appended to these minutes for 
reference. 

 
 
 
 
The meeting ended at 20:25 pm 
 
 

Signed ______________________Chairman   Date:___________ 
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Didcot Town Council Environment and Climate Committee - Terms of Reference 

1. The Environment and Climate Committee is a Committee of the Town Council 
(under S.101 of the Local Government Act 1972). 

2. The Committee shall operate within the Town Council’s Standing Orders and 
Financial Regulations. 

3. The Committee shall be a Standing Committee (to be re-appointed at the Annual 
Meeting or Mayor-making) comprising 7 Town Councillors. 

4. The quorum shall be four Councillors. 
5. The Committee shall elect its own Chair and Vice Chair at its first meeting 

following the Annual Meeting of the Town Council or Mayor-Making. 
6. Number of meetings in an ordinary year: six times at intervals of approximately 

every two months, and others as appropriate and as determined by the 
Committee. 

7. Notice of meetings shall be in accordance with public notice requirements as set 
out in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 

8. Minutes of the Committee meetings shall be prepared by the Clerk at the meeting 
and submitted to the next Committee meeting for approval. The draft minutes 
shall be submitted to the Council for information. 

9. The Committee shall be responsible for the following items in respect of the 
Town’s environment and its response to Climate Change: 

a. The Environment and Climate budget. 
b. Consideration of ways in which existing provision can be improved having 

due regard to the needs of existing and future users of the green spaces 
and buildings and to climate friendly requirements. 

c. Consideration of information in respect of capital projects in relation to the 
parks and buildings (major and minor) including inviting and considering 
quotations for such work and pursuing the most climate-friendly options 
wherever possible.  

d. The Committee shall not have the power to make decisions on such 
matters outside of their budget but, in these cases will make 
recommendations to the Town Council. 

e. The Committee shall wherever possible follow climate friendly practices in 
all areas the Environment committee has responsibility for. 

f. The Committee shall support the Council, within resource limitations, in 
any way requested by the Council, to fulfil Council responsibilities to 
address Climate Emergency. 

g. The Committee shall, within resource limitations, act as a forum, assemble 
and appraise information offered by relevant organisations and individuals 
and raise matters with the Council.  

h. The Committee shall have the power to create working groups on a task 
and finish basis where necessary. 

i. The Committee shall support the Council or its representatives to contact 
or lobby, when necessary, other councils, relevant authorities and 
organisations as appropriate to seek to promote practices within Didcot 
Town Council’s area addressing climate change. 
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10. In addition to the broad areas raised above the Committee will have the following 
areas of responsibility: 

a. Ensuring the management of all aspects of operational running, upkeep, 
maintenance and administration of the Council’s property including 
buildings, (excluding the Civic Hall), parks, cemetery, allotments and open 
spaces, and the management and administration of Devolved Services, 
taking into account climate change considerations . 

b. Making recommendations to the Council following any investigation or 
review of any matter relating to the protection and improvement of Didcot’s 
environment, or to the contribution Didcot can make to addressing the 
Climate Emergency.  

c. Bringing to the Council’s attention Climate-related considerations. 
d. Ensuring the proper maintenance of all street furniture owned by or 

supplied by the Council, and to recommend the purchase of additional or 
replacement street furniture where appropriate. In this context, “street 
furniture” includes waste bins, dog bins, seating, bus shelters and 
signage. 

e. Liaising with County and District Councils and other relevant agencies on 
the maintenance of items falling within their remit, including footpaths, 
pavements, cycle-ways, roads, waterways, horticultural and arboricultural 
works, play areas, play equipment and areas of open public space. 

f. Making recommendations to the Council following any investigation or 
review of any matter relating to the purchase, sale or disposal of land or 
property. 

g. The Committee shall consider the level of hire fees, annually, (excluding 
the Civic Hall).and make recommendations to the Finance & General 
Purposes Committee.  

h. Taking forward any other matters concerning land or property or climate 
action as required by the Council. 

i. Making representations to the appropriate authority on matters relating to 
the provision and maintenance of externally controlled lands and buildings 
within the town providing leisure facilities for residents and visitors. 

j. Arranging and facilitating the Big tidy up. 
k. Arranging and managing the Town’s Christmas Tree, lights and 

decorations.  
11. The Committee shall have delegated authority to spend within its authorised 

annual budgets. 
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A
ction 

Progress – M
ay 2020 

Progress – July 2020 
N

ext steps 
R

esponsible 
R

ating 
Bus S

helters (including 
petition). 1 

O
C

C
 have confirm

ing that the 
tw

o shelters w
ithout R

TIs (both 
on the Broadw

ay, eastbound) 
had not yet had the units fitted. 
O

n request, O
C

C
 investigated 

and reported that there w
ere no 

plans to install any from
 funds 

or developer contributions, but 
that the team

 w
ould review

 each 
new

 funding opportunity for its 
appropriateness. 

July 2020 update: N
o 

suitable planning proposal 
has been considered in 
the m

eantim
e. 

 

C
onsider m

aking a 
request that R

TI unit 
funding form

s part of 
a future section 106 
agreem

ent. 

C
ouncillors 

Am
ber 

The date to install the end panel 
on shelter 4013-0008 (S

tation 
R

oad) w
as confirm

ed by C
lear 

C
hannel as 02.03.2020. 

U
nfortunately, on 30.01.2020 

the D
TC

 O
fficer w

as advised 
that the parts for shelter w

ere 
due to be shipped from

 C
hina 

but recent events has caused 
delay. The O

fficer w
as inform

ed 
that a good quality used part 
could be installed in the 
m

eantim
e but further details 

regarding tim
escales w

ere not 
available. 25.02.2020, the D

TC
 

O
fficer w

as inform
ed that the 

backlog had still to be cleared 
by C

lear C
hannel and an 

installation date rem
ained 

unavailable. 

C
lear C

hannel have 
inform

ed the O
fficer that 

new
 end panels w

ere no 
longer available, the 
shelter design being 
discontinued, the 
com

pany that produced 
them

 w
ent out of business 

late in 2019.  
A good used end panel 
w

ould be sought. W
ith the 

installation backlog 
caused by the C

ovid-19 
restrictions, C

lear C
hannel 

advise the C
ouncil that it 

w
as likely no panel w

ould 
be available until Autum

n 
2020. 
H

am
m

ersons have 
confirm

ed that they w
ould 

C
ontinue to press 

C
lear C

hannel for an 
installation date. 

O
fficers 

 

 
1 The follow

ing petition w
as considered by Council on 3rd Septem

ber 2018 and referred to the Environm
ent Com

m
ittee for consideration: 

“W
e, the undersigned request that the existing bus shelter S1 alongside the Cinem

a in the Orchard Centre be replaced w
ith a shelter the sam

e standard and size as the S2 
shelter situated at the South End of Station Road, Didcot by The Broadw

ay pub.  
The current S1 bus shelter is situated at the bottom

 end of a w
ind funnel and provides no shelter from

 the strong w
inds and rain. There are no side panels and inadequate 

seating. All bus passengers find it is not fit for purpose.” 
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have no issue w
ith street 

furniture being relocated 
to enable the end panel 
installation if required. The 
street furniture w

ould 
need to rem

ain close to its 
current location and 
H

am
m

ersons w
ould not 

bear the cost of relocation. 

C
lear C

hannel have been asked 
to provide a quote to re-site 
shelter 4013-0008 (S

tation 
R

oad) approx. 750m
m

 tow
ards 

the highw
ay boundary but have 

not yet provided a cost. 

N
o cost has yet been 

forthcom
ing. C

lear 
C

hannel indicate any such 
w

orks w
ould not yet be 

scheduled due to the w
ork 

currently being 
undertaken to com

plete 
the installation backlog 
caused by the C

ovid-19 
restrictions. 
The O

fficer notes that 
O

C
C

 have advised that 
m

oving the shelter w
ould 

include m
oving the 

electrical feed for the 
advertising panels. 

C
onsider the need to 

undertake the w
ork 

w
hen the tim

e 
com

es.  

O
fficers and C

ouncillors. 
 

The shelter installation w
orks 

w
ill com

m
ence 30

th M
arch 2020. 

The installation w
orks had 

been postponed due to 
the C

ovid-19 restrictions. 
The contractor com

pleted 
the w

orks on 19
th M

ay 
2020. 

Project com
plete 

N
/A
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A
ction 

Progress – M
ay 2020 

July 2020 
N

ext steps 
R

esponsible 
R

ating 
Beekeeping at 
M

ereland R
oad 

allotm
ents. 

 

The holders of allotm
ents at 

M
ereland R

oad are yet to be 
surveyed. This w

ill be done once 
the holders are confirm

ed for the 
year 2020-21. 

H
olders have been 

w
ritten to at their know

n 
addresses.  

C
onfirm

 the view
s 

holders of allotm
ents 

at M
ereland R

oad. 

O
fficers 

Am
ber 

Tyne Avenue 
C

ouncillors to set up w
orking 

group to facilitate progress at 
Tyne Avenue. 

Full C
ouncil agreed to 

re-establish the w
orking 

group to talk to D
idcot 

Tow
n FC

 to discuss 
ongoing and future 
m

aintenance of the land.  

O
pen com

m
unication 

w
ith D

TFC
. 

C
ouncillors 

Am
ber 

Tham
es W

ater confirm
ed that the 

dam
aged access cover is for one 

of their drains and its repair w
ould 

be scheduled. 

The drain cover has 
been confirm

ed as on 
D

TFC
’s land.   

Tham
es w

ater had 
repaired a different 
cover along Tyne 
Avenue. 

 
 

 

Ladygrove Lakes. 
- 

- 
O

n the agenda. 
C

ouncillors 
Am

ber 

Edm
onds Park P

lay 
equipm

ent. 
Q

uotes to repair and replace the 
equipm

ent have been received. 
The w

ork is on hold due to C
ovid-

19 restrictions.  

The com
pany that is 

planned to do the repair 
is in lockdow

n and as 
such unable to carry out 
the w

ork at present. 

O
n the agenda 

C
ouncillors 

Am
ber 
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A
ction 

Progress – M
ay 2020 

July 2020 
N

ext steps 
R

esponsible 
R

ating 
Edm

onds Park 
Pavilion. 

The C
lerk and P

lanning & 
Environm

ent O
fficer m

et w
ith 

m
em

bers of R
PA

 Architecture 
practice, notes of that m

eeting 
w

ere shared w
ith m

em
bers of the 

C
om

m
ittee. The fee to revise the 

plans, print and supply them
 w

as 
quoted at £2,850. The quote w

as 
not received in sufficient tim

e to 
be considered at F&G

P. 

Finance and G
eneral 

Purposes C
om

m
ittee 

approved the instruction 
of R

P
A Architecture to 

redraw
 the plans in line 

w
ith the 

recom
m

endations of the 
C

om
m

ittee.  
There w

ill be an 
asbestos inspection 
undertaken to inform

 the 
cost of the dem

olition.  
To retain the services 
for uses such as the 
Tow

n Fair w
ould need a 

box installing and w
ould 

form
 a separate quote. 

Aw
ait the receipt of 

the revised draw
ings. 

In the O
SM

’s report. 

O
fficers 

 
Am

ber 

Edm
onds Park S

plash 
pad. 

O
fficers m

et w
ith the a provider to 

scope potential and cost of the 
project. 
O

fficers m
et w

ith O
fficers from

 a 
local Tow

n C
ouncil that had 

recently installed a splash pad to 
seek advice on the furtherance of 
the project. 

O
fficers m

et w
ith 

providers and installers 
of S

plash P
ads. A

n 
updated report is on the 
agenda. 

O
n the agenda. 

C
ouncillors 

Am
ber 

Ladygrove Sand Pit. 
 

The poll w
as placed on the 

w
ebsite and Facebook, open from

 
23

rd Jan to 7
th Feb 2020. The red 

train proved to be the m
ost 

popular and w
as ordered, along 

w
ith a carriage. This w

ork is on 
hold due to C

ovid-19 restrictions. 

The fixed play 
equipm

ent could not be 
purchased due to 
lockdow

n and w
ill be 

addressed in due 
course. 

O
ngoing. 

O
fficers 

Am
ber 

Tree planting in 
D

idcot. 
- 

The C
om

m
ittee 

postponed the item
 to its 

Septem
ber m

eeting. 

O
ngoing. 

O
fficers 

Am
ber 
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A
ction 

Progress – M
ay 2020 

July 2020 
N

ext steps 
R

esponsible 
R

ating 
C

om
m

unity Transport 
(C

llr L Price). 
A separate m

eeting w
ill be 

arranged so m
em

bers of the 
C

om
m

ittee have tim
e to hear the 

presentation and ask questions if 
necessary. 

The m
eeting is 

postponed w
hile the 

C
ovid-19 restrictions 

rem
ain.  

O
ngoing. 

O
fficers and C

ouncillors. 
Am

ber 

Bus S
helter adoption. 

Taylor W
im

pey have been 
contacted about D

TC
 adopting 

shelters, requesting a transfer doc 
to sign (inc. value of shelters and 
date of transfer) and a joint site 
visit to ensure all are in good 
order. Taylor W

im
pey to draft 

transfer agreem
ent for D

TC
 to 

review
 / sign. 

Taylor W
im

pey have 
reported to the O

fficer 
that their understanding 
is that D

TC
 w

ould have 
to be an additional 
signatory to the S38 
Agreem

ent for the spine 
roads betw

een Taylor 
W

im
pey and O

C
C

. Their 
legal departm

ent is 
review

ing the required 
process. 

C
om

pletion of 
adoption. 
Instruct insurers. 

O
fficers 

Am
ber 

Bee-friendly bus 
shelters 

Existing bus shelters w
ere not 

originally designed to carry the 
additional w

eight of a green roof 
and w

ould need significant 
reinforcem

ent. The O
fficer cannot 

find a bus shelter supplier in the 
U

K that supplies bee-
friendly/green-roofed shelters, 
though a sm

all num
ber but are 

investigating the possibility. The 
O

fficer has identified London as 
an A

uthority in the U
K that is 

trialling this design of bus shelter, 
w

ith one already installed at 
Baker S

treet and five others 
planned. The O

fficer has heard 
from

 TfL that they are aw
aiting the 

com
pletion of the trial.  

Both providers of bus 
shelters in the Tow

n, 
C

lear C
hannel and 

Externiture, have started 
to provide this style of 
shelter. 

O
n the agenda 

C
ouncillors 

Am
ber 
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A
ction 

Progress – M
ay 2020 

July 2020 
N

ext steps 
R

esponsible 
R

ating 

M
etal shelters in 

Edm
onds Park 

The O
fficers require further detail 

before research can be 
undertaken. 

The O
fficers require 

further detail before 
research can be 
undertaken. 

O
ngoing 

C
ouncillors 

R
ed 

C
reation of ‘w

ild’ areas 
in each of the Tow

n 
C

ouncil’s parks 

- 
The O

fficers require 
further detail before 
research can be 
undertaken. 

O
ngoing 

C
ouncillors 

R
ed 

C
hanging the colour of 

the dog bins in the 
area to green 

It w
as understood that the bins 

w
ould be replaced w

ith green-
coloured ones as and w

hen they 
needed to be renew

ed or 
installed. 

- 
O

ngoing 
O

fficers 
R

ed 

R
eports on verge 

cutting and w
hether 

there can be pollinator 
planting instead 

- 
All the verges belong to 
O

xfordshire C
ounty 

C
ouncil. The Tow

n 
C

ouncil contracts for 
their cutting eight tim

es 
a year. The C

ouncil 
receives a grant that 
pays part of the cost of 
cutting. The O

fficers 
note that m

aintenance 
for w

ildflow
ers has a 

cost. 

O
ngoing 

C
ouncillors 

R
ed 

C
om

pleting the paths 
on S

tubbings Land 
The issues of paths and the 
connectivity betw

een the new
 

builds on B
luebell Lane and 

Stubbings Land is on the agenda. 

The result of the 
feedback sought and 
indicative quotes are 
reported to this m

eeting. 

O
n the agenda 

C
ouncillors 

Am
ber 
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A
ction 

Progress – M
ay 2020 

July 2020 
N

ext steps 
R

esponsible 
R

ating 

Paving ‘desire lines’ in 
Ladygrove  

The O
fficers require further detail 

before research can be 
undertaken. 

The O
fficers require 

further detail before 
research can be 
undertaken. 

O
ngoing 

C
ouncillors 

R
ed 

Footpath w
idening in 

Ladygrove  
The O

fficers require further detail 
before research can be 
undertaken. 

The O
fficers require 

further detail before 
research can be 
undertaken. 

O
ngoing 

C
ouncillors 

R
ed 

Solar panels on the 
C

ivic H
all 

O
fficers have m

et w
ith one 

provider to investigate the 
possibility of siting panels at the 
C

ivic H
all, the probable Kw

h 
produced and cost of installation. 
A report is at Item

 20 on the 
agenda. 

A report has been 
drafted for consideration 
at the m

eeting of the 
C

ivic H
all M

anagem
ent 

C
om

m
ittee on the 22

nd 
July 2020 

C
om

plete for this 
C

om
m

ittee 
C

ouncillors on C
H

M
C

 
- 

Im
plem

enting or 
im

proving the 
know

ledge of recycling 
via Terracycle 

O
fficers are investigating w

hat 
can be done by the C

ouncil at the 
C

ivic H
all or its other sites and 

how
 to prom

ote the recycling 
collections others provide in 
D

idcot. The C
ivic H

all has signed 
up to becom

e a collection site for 
Terracycle’s A

ir, H
om

e and 
Laundry C

are recycling 
program

m
e and is in 

com
m

unication w
ith other 

collection sites in the tow
n to 

collect other (e.g. crisp) packaging 
on their behalf. Through 
discussions, the O

fficers have 
been told that C

ornerstone is no 
,longer a collection location for 
crisp packets because 
Terracycle’s collection 
infrastructure had not proved able 
to m

eet the dem
and. 

The C
ouncil has taken 

delivery of a ‘Fabreze’ 
recycling box, w

hich w
ill 

be placed in the foyer 
once the H

all is once 
again open to the public. 
A second box is 
expected and w

ill be in 
place w

hen received 
and the H

all open. 
The location of these 
boxes w

ill be publicised 
in the Tow

n. 

O
ngoing 

O
fficers 

Am
ber 
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Environment & Climate Committee 
20th July 2020 

 
Report author: Tony Rudge 
 
 
 

Hemlock growing in Ladygrove Park Report 
 
Introduction 

1. Hemlock (Conium Maculatum) is a poisonous weed that grows in damp places 
near streams, lakes, roadside verges and waste land. 
 

2. Ladygrove Park has several areas where Hemlock is growing (see attached 
map). 
 

3. Although similar in appearance to Cow Parsley (Anthriscus Sylvestris) Hemlock 
can be identified by the purple markings on the stems and by the pungent smell 
which is given off when touched or disturbed.  
 

4. Several attempts have been made to remove this weed by ecological methods, 
cutting it down after flowering but before seeds had ripened, cutting it down in 
spring before flowering but these have been unsuccessful and the Hemlock has 
thrived. 
 

Recommendation  

5. That council consider using a herbicide to kill the Hemlock. This would require 
several applications and the area cleared to ground level after each herbicide 
application. Ideally the first treatment should be carried out as soon as possible 
so that the seeds do not ripen and a second treatment would take place in early 
October and again the area would be cleared to ground level. 2 treatments would 
then be required the following year and this should eradicate the Hemlock. 
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Legal Implications  

6. The herbicide application will be carried out by a professional company and risk 
assessments and method statements will be required before the work is carried 
out. This work will be carried out early morning 
 

7. Once the herbicide has worked and the plants begin to droop the area will be cut 
down to ground level by the council’s outdoor services staff and the arisings 
disposed of into a skip for disposal. 

 

Financial Implications  

8. Cost of herbicide treatment £1080.00 per year for 2 treatments, one in June/July 
& one in September. 
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Environment Committee 
20th July 2020 
Report author: Guy Langton  
 

 

Beekeeping survey (Mereland Road allotments) 
 
Introduction 

1. The Environment and Climate Committee, at its meeting on the 20th May 2020 
requested that Officers survey allotment holders at Mereland Road to 
ascertain their views on the keeping of hives of bees on the allotment site. 

Recommendation 
 

2. The Committee review the responses as presented below and consider the 
way forward, noting the recommendations from the Officer’s previous report, 
which were: 

a. The Committee consider the advice published by Bristol Beekeepers 
Association to its members in 2018, following Bristol Parks & Estates 
Allotment Strategy (2009 to 2019) stating that the Council would 
“encourage the keeping of hives of honeybees on plots where this is 
deemed appropriate”.  

b. The Committee consider the advice published on the South West 
Counties allotment Association (SWCAA), a not for profit “support 
organisation for allotment holders and gardeners covering the whole of 
the UK, Wales and Northern Ireland”  

c. The Committee consider whether any decision would be specific to the 
Mereland Road site or would be applicable to all allotment sites 
operated by Didcot Town Council. 

d. The Committee consider what, if any, further rules would be necessary 
and pass to the Allotment Liaison Group regarding their drafting, an 
example of which has been developed by a Town Council in Norfolk.  

Didcot Town Council 
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e. The Committee consider the detail of any consultation with other 
allotment holders and local residents, and how away from the site to 
consider ‘local’ (see paragraph 18). 

f. The Committee consider whether to allow unused equipment to be 
stored on the site. 

3. The Committee consider approaching the local Beekeepers’ association to 
run an information session for all plot-holders at Metreland Road prior to Bees 
being sited. 

Survey 
4. The officers contacted all allotment holders at Mereland Road by email or post 

on the 9th July.  
 
5. There are 75 plots at Mereland Road. 

 
6. At the time of writing, there had been 9 responses, or a 12% response rate. 

 
7. Of the responses, respondents could be categorised as being in favour 

(“yes”), against (“no”).  A number of both the “yes” and “no” responses were 
accompanied by comment.  

 
Table 1: results 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Financial Implications 

8. The Officer reminds the Committee of his previous report: 

a. The Officer has sought the insurers advice on the Council’s liability 
should the siting of bees be approved and has been told that “The 
Council [would] need to demonstrate that they have fulfilled what could 
be expected of them. That would include risk assessing [the] proposed 
change, consulting with the other allotment holders, ensuring that all 
recommendations from the Beekeeping Association are implemented 
should this proceed, and ensuring that the individual has appropriate 
insurance in place.” This does not remove any liability that the Council, 
as landowner, may have should there be a claim. 

b. Should the apiary be approved, the Council could lose allotment rents if 
plot holders leave the site after siting the apiary and new plot holders 
may not come forward. 

Response “Yes” “Yes” with 
comment

Total 
“Yes”

“No” “No” with 
comment

Total “No” Other 
response

Number 4 4 8 0 1 1 0
% of total 5.3% 5.3% 10.7% 0.0% 1.3% 1.3% 0.0%

% of respondents 44.4% 44.4% 88.9% 0.0% 11.1% 11.1% 0.0%
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Risk Implications 
9. The Officer reminds the Committee of his previous report: 

a. A full risk assessment would be required, including the aspects 
identified by the insurers, copied above.  

b. A full consultation would need to be undertaken and repeated at 
reasonable intervals.  

c. Rules would need to be drafted 

d. Evidence of the beekeeper’s insurance would need to be provided 
annually. 
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Environment Committee 
20th July 2020 
Report author: Guy Langton  
 

 

Stubbings Land connection to Great Western 
Park (south) 
 
Introduction 

1. The Environment and Climate Committee, at its meeting on the 29th January 
2020 heard from a member of the public that the connection between 
Stubbings Land and the public open space (POS) at Reed Street on Great 
Western Park (GWP) had been very muddy for a number of months and the 
recent wet winter had become significantly worse.  

2. At its 18th May 2020 meeting, the Committee heard from a regular user of the 
path that he had great difficulty in accessing and crossing Stubbings Land in 
almost all weather conditions.  

3. The Committee resolved to survey the residents surrounding Stubbings Land 
to establish if there were strong views either for or against the laying of a path. 
The leaflet used is presented at the end of this paper.  

Recommendation 
 

4. The Committee review the responses as presented below and consider the 
way forward.  

Survey 
5. The officers distributed 200 leaflets to the roads that surround Stubbings Land 

on Monday 7th July 2020. 
 

6. At the time of writing, there had been 50 responses, or a 25% response rate. 
  

Didcot Town Council 
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7. Of the 50 responses, respondents could be categorised as being in favour 

(“yes”), against (“no”) or wanting further information (“other”). A significant 
number of both the “yes” and “no” responses were accompanied by comment. 
Both “other” responses wanted to know the route of the path before making 
comment.  

 
Table 1: results 

 
 

8. Those who were against the laying of a path all commented that it would be 
better to improve the path at the end of Bluebell Lane, past Pill Pond to 
Wantage Road, connecting it to the existing path network by installing a path 
along the southern side of Wantage Road or a crossing to the northern side. 
 

9. Of those wanting to see the path installed, five also mentioned that the path 
described at 9 above needed improving in the same way. Three mentioned 
incidents of witnessing people fall over on the mud. 
 

10. Other comments included: 
a. Ensuring a cycle/motorcycle barrier was installed (3 responses) 

 
b. Fencing off the ditch to make it safe (1 response) 

 
11. Six respondents suggested routes for the path: 

a. two proposed a diagonal bisecting Stubbings Land, from the Reed 
Street entrance to the central path (yellow line on the map overleaf). 
Six respondents actively did not want this, whilst also being in favour of 
a path.  
 

b. four respondents favoured a short link from Reed Street to Wheatfields, 
which in turn leads to the path running from Drake Avenue, past Brunel 
Road and on to Portway (red line overleaf). One of these also 
suggested connecting that path to Collingwood Avenue at the North-
eastern end of the path (blue line overleaf. 
 

12. Finally, one respondent thanked the team for keeping Stubbings Land well 
mown and in good condition. 

Response “Yes” “Yes” with 
comment

Total 
“Yes”

“No” “No” with 
comment

Total “No” Other 
response

Number 25 16 41 3 4 7 2
% of total 12.5% 8.0% 20.5% 1.5% 2.0% 3.5% 1.0%

% of respondents 50.0% 32.0% 82.0% 6.0% 8.0% 14.0% 4.0%
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Financial Implications 
13.  Any works undertaken by the Council would incur a cost, in materials and 

labour. 

14. The developer had previously offered to undertake work to improve the 
surface of the entrance only, by laying shingle over the rest of the connecting 
path and rubber grass matting in a fan-shape extending onto Stubbings Land. 
The quoted cost for this was included in a previous report for this Committee 
and totalled £4,257.66 

15. Other third party costs had not been sought by the Officers.  
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16. The leaflet distributed.
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Environment Committee 
20th July 2020 
 
Splash Park – Edmonds Park 
Author: L Blake, with assistance from G Langton. 
 

1. Update 
 
On Tuesday 30th June and Wednesday 1st July 2020, officers L Blake and G Langton 
met with 2 splash pad company representatives on site at Edmonds Park, for an 
educational talk. 
 
Officers explained to the representatives that Didcot Town Council are considering the 
installation of a splash pad, using the ‘once used’ system. The idea of these meetings 
was to get a basic understanding of what the project would entail and any rough 
estimated costings. 
 
 
Tuesday 30th June – First meeting with Water Company 1 
The rep explained that in the suggested fenced in area (between the two playgrounds) 
the maximum size of the splash pad should be 120m2 maximum, in his opinion. This 
size would allow for roughly 8-10 features. Splash pads normally drain to the middle or 
to the edge of the pad, creating a small ‘pool’ area for children/adults to sit in. 
 
To supply power to the splash pad, electricity could be taken from the Depot, providing 
that the Depot has a 32 single amp phase system. It was mentioned that the best 
supply of water would be taken from the tennis courts. This would mean having to dig 
trenches from the tennis courts to the splash pad. The use of the park for Football 
matches were discussed and it was noted that the trenches can be dug in a way as to 
not cause an issue with this. Didcot Town Council could arrange for this to be done by 
an outside company; however, the water companies can include this work within their 
project costs. 
 
The excess soil from the power and water trenches and the splash pad itself, would 
need to be disposed of. This would involve an additional cost. Officer G Langton 
suggested maybe leaving the soil for our Outdoor Team to use to make a ‘wildlife hill’, 
or other play/landscaping projects within the area, which will in turn create a healthy 
environment for the wildlife and will look aesthetically pleasing. 
 
The rep explained that during any installation period a compound will need to be set 
up. It was discussed that the car park could be an ideal location for this. Welfare 
facilities would need to be provided, either by the Council or the installation company. 

Didcot Town Council 
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The power unit for the Splash pad will need to be placed within the vicinity. This will be 
a closed in ‘box’. Collector tanks could be located in the grounds of the depot. 
The water for the Splash pad was discussed and it was noted that we could plan for 
the future by enabling the company to install units that could potentially be altered to a 
recycled system, if the cost of water, over time, proved to be too expensive.  
 
The rep asked the officers to forward him information on the water, waste, and 
electrical costs from the depot, to enable him to give us an estimated running cost. 
Officer L Blake will contact the Outdoor Services Manager for the information and 
forward it onto the water company.  
 
It is estimated that the length of the installation would be roughly 6-8 weeks, which 
would mean we could potentially have the Splash pad open for the Summer of 2021. 
 
Some ideas of designs for an option were sent to Didcot Town Council after the first 
meeting: 
 

 
 

 



Agenda item 12 
Splash Park Update 

 
Didcot Town Council 
Council Offices 
Britwell Road 
Didcot 
OX11 7HN 

Phone: 01235 812637 
www.didcot.gov.uk 

E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk 
Fax: 01235 512837 

12 - 3 
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This design was just to give us a rough visual guide as to what a splash pad in this 
area could look like. 
 
The rep was informed that any designs and estimated costs, were planned on being 
shown to the Environment Committee at the next meeting. The rep informed the 
officers that he would make sure all information was sent to them by lunchtime on 14th 
July. 
 
 
Wednesday 1st July – Second meeting with Water Company 2 
The rep for this company also agreed that the size of the Splash pad in the suggested 
area would have to be between 100-120m2. This would allow, in his opinion, roughly 
10 features: 2 above ground and 8 flush to the ground.  
 
Again, they agreed that the electric could be ‘pulled’ from the Depot and the water 
could come from the Tennis courts. It was mentioned that Didcot Town Council may 
need to contact Thames Water to improve the connection and to install a meter purely 
for the Splash Pad. This will need a 32mil mains water feed at least, as the Splash pad 
will need the pressure from this. 
 
Collector drains for the Splash pad could be situated in the grounds of the Depot, with 
the overfill flowing to the drains in the main road.  
 
Disposing of the excess soil from the trenches and the Splash pad was again 
mentioned. The rep was told to assume that the soil was to remain on site, so the 
added costs of removing it will not be factored into any estimated costings. 
 
Again, a compound would be needed whilst the work is carried out and it was again 
suggested that the main carpark would be the ideal location. Welfare facilities would 
need to be provided, either by the Council or the installation company. 
 

The advantage of a linear system like this 
is the number of children that can use it is 
greater than the same surface area in a 
circle. 
 
You will also get a second use of the 
water; a shallow stream running through 
the whole area. 
 
The chosen features in this design will be 
accessible to all; a ‘Rainbow Arch’ can 
allow wheelchairs to pass through and the 
‘Twin Tipper’ will be enjoyed by 
everyone. 
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The ‘Plant Room’ for the Splash pad will need to be situated near to the play area. It 
was suggested that in the corner next to the small orange gate, would be ideal. This 
may mean we would need to remove a section of the fence to reposition the gate. This 
should be easily done by our Outdoor Team. 
 

 
 
The collector tanks can be situated in the grounds of the depot. 
 
The rep estimated the length of installation would be 6-8 weeks. This company uses 
equipment from Canada as in their opinion, the quality and prices are exceedingly 
better.  
 
The rep was also informed that any designs and estimated costs were planned on 
being shown to the Environment Committee at the next meeting. The deadline for this 
was given as lunchtime on 14th July. 
 
Company 2 has also provided an estimate of the cost: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Officers bring the Committee’s 
attention to the indicated cost of the 
civils, as indicated on the estimate. 

Power box location in red. 
 
New suggested location of gate, 
in orange. 
 
Please note: This was using a 
picture from company 1, to 
show the plant room location 
and position of gate, only. 
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2. Overview 
 
Both officers found the meetings very helpful. It was encouraging to hear that the 
suggested location could work and that both companies felt the project was extremely 
‘doable’. Reps from both companies agreed that the maximum size of the splash pad 
should be 120m2 and they also agreed that with this size, we could achieve a splash 
pad that contains up to 10 water features. 
 
All 3 companies’ officers have spoken too noted concerns about the length of the run 
to the location for water, power and removal of wastewater to tanks. The most recent 
two suggested Didcot Town Council may need a header tank to maintain the water 
pressure. Suggested locations of this were closer to the road (either behind the tennis 
courts or close to the pavilion).  
 
The Committee could consider that the services for the current pavilion could be 
utilised for this project. 
 
Both companies felt any splash pad in this area would need to be centred in the 
location, as the tree roots and canopies would cause issues if not located in this way. 
The estimated timeframe to complete the project was agreed by both companies, to be 
roughly 6-8 weeks. 
 
Both companies were informed that if Didcot Town Council were to proceed with this 
project, it would have to go to tender. 
 

 
3. Points for consideration 

Councillors are asked to consider: 
 

1. Location of the Splash Park 
Noting the cost of the civil engineering and other related matters such as water 
pressure, a different location may be considered more suitable.  
 

2. Welfare 
Should the Council provide this, possibly by making use of any facilities 
provided for sports-team users of the Park in advance of any suitable building 
being erected? 
 

3. Location of the work force compound. 
The suggested location has been the main carpark. 
 

4. Disposal of excess soil.  
Removing the soil from the park would involve an extra cost. Councillors are 
asked to consider if the soil should be left to be used as a project by the 
Outdoor Team. 
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5. Water supply. 
To consider contacting Thames Water to investigate extending the water supply 
from the tennis courts. 
 

6. Tunnel work for Water and Electric. 
Councillors are asked to consider if Didcot Town Council should employ an 
outside company to do these works, or include this in the project for tender 
(both reps were advised to assume their companies would include bringing the 
electric and water to the splash pad, with their estimated costings). 
 

7. Location of collector drains. 
The suggested location of these has been within the grounds of the depot, 
behind the tennis courts, or next to the new pavilion. The water can be reused 
for watering or even to help the lakes in Ladygrove. 
 

8. Location of Plant Room. 
The Plant Room (power room) will be an enclosed ‘box’ area. Suggested areas 
have been at the back of the splash pad area, alongside residents fencing, or in 
the front corner as shown in the previous picture. 

 
 

4. Future Ideas 
 

1. Most Splash pads in the surrounding Towns and Villages, have their own café 
facilities. Councillors are asked to consider this idea for the Splash pad in Edmonds 
Park. 
 
2. A wooden ‘hut’ of some description could act as a takeaway drink’s facility. It could 
include soft drinks, water, tea and coffee and some snacks.  
 
3. The council could consider asking an outside company to run this and could include 
the basic maintenance of the Splash pad in the contracts (sweeping excess leaves off 
the pad every morning and evening). This would be ideal for a Teen group to manage 
over School Holidays. 
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2. If Didcot Town Council later on decide to convert the Splash Pad from the ‘once 
used system’ to the ‘recyclable system’, it would make sense to add recycle tanks to 
the Splash pad installation as to cut costs in future.  
 
By installing a Splash pad at Edmonds Park, the future is very promising. It would 
create a lot of footfall in the park and would mean many families did not have to travel 
outside of Didcot.  
 
Future projects within this exciting project, could involve installing environmentally 
friendly toilets, refreshment stalls (as mentioned) and lots more seating areas. The 
toilets and refreshment stalls would obviously depend on the final plans of the Pavilion. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

An idea of the 
location of kiosk 
and wildlife hill. 
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Environment Committee 
20th January 2020 

Report author: Guy Langton  
 

 
‘Green Roof’ Bus Shelters 
 
Introduction 

1. The Committee has previously asked if installed shelters could be of a design that 
incorporated a ‘green’ or ‘planted’ roof.  

2. The Officer has asked the installers of shelters across the town, the company 
engaged by the Council, to tell him if they start to provide this type of shelter. Very 
recently, he has been told that they do. 

Recommendation  
 
3. The Committee should consider installing a ‘green roofed’ style of shelter when 

replacing or installing a new shelter. 

Detail 

4. Modular living roof trays are intended to provide a fuss free green roof. The trays 
have a blend of 16 species of sedums, grown from seed to give the maximum 
variety and as close to 100% coverage as possible.  

5. The trays have a built-in water storage layer that’s filled with expanding clay 
granules, these granules trap water and allow for a slow release of the water in 
dry periods. Drainage holes are built into the trays and allow excess water to 
escape once it has passed through the main substrate.  

6. During heavy periods of rain, this makes sure the sedums aren’t submersed in 
water and helps with storm water runoff by slowing the flow of water. This system 
of green roofing uses a light weight extensive substrate which gives the best 
performance for sedums. 
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Figure 1: Sedum plants in trays and clay 

 
Figure 2: Sedums on roof 

 
Figure 3: Installed shelter 

 

7. The company has confirmed that: 

a. ‘Green roof’ shelters must have full end panels to ensure the structure’s 
strength 

b. They may be retro-fitted to existing shelters from the ‘premium’ range. 
The Council’s purchased shelters are all from the ‘standard’ range 

c. Sedums have been chosen because of their adaptability to periods of 
drought. They need an annual weed check. 
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d. The shelters cannot be sited under trees because the covering caused 
by leaf drop can cause problems. 

Financial Implications 

8. A ‘green roofed’ shelter would be more expensive than a shelter without such a 
roof. The shelters used is based on a ‘premium’ shelter, so is more expensive 
than the ‘standard’ shelter thus far installed by the Council. The roof unit itself is 
more expensive than a standard roof. 
 

9. There may be grants available to install this type of shelter in the future. The 
Officer can identify none at the time of writing but this may change in the future. 
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Environment Committee 
20th July 2020 
Report author: Guy Langton  
 

 

Oxfordshire County Council-provided cycle 
racks 

Introduction 

1. As part of the Department for Transport’s current active-travel initiative, 
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) is looking to provide additional cycle 
parking in Market Towns across the County. 

2. Delivery of these cycle stands, their provision and installation will be by OCC. 
The cycle stands that have been ordered, which come in stands to 
accommodate between 4 and 16 bicycles can be seen here and are pictured 
below. 

  

3.  The Officer asked that members of the Council suggest possible locations to 
be discussed with OCC. Equipped with these, the Officer met with a colleague 
from OCC to walk round the town and identify possible locations. 

4. The locations to be considered had to have no racks, or to have racks that are 
often full and be close to destinations to which residents would normally drive 
or take public transport.  
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5. Then locations had to be on public highway, or the owner be accepting of the 
installation. The Officer provided ownership details where known. 

Proposed locations 
 

6. Having visited all the possible locations, OCC consider that the locations 
identified below are the most suitable. (NB All Red photo annotation shows 
approximate rack footprint. Green annotation shows hoop direction). 

7. At the time of writing, the Officer had not been advised of the timescale for 
installation. 

 
Figure 1: Broadway, Outside Cancer Research (Public 
Highway)  

 
Figure 2: Outside ‘Crafters Emporium’ (Opposite St 
Andrews Road) 
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Figure 3: Wantage Road by Co-op petrol station 

 

 
Figure 4: Sherwood Road, Next to Co-op Filling 
Station (and nearly opposite a bike shop) 

 

 
Figure 5: Next to Cineworld, Station Road 

 

 


