Didcot Town Council

Notice of a meeting of the
Planning and Development Committee
Wednesday 12th January 2022 at 7:30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot
Members of the Planning and Development Committee are summoned to attend a
meeting on Wednesday 12th January 2022 at 7.30pm.
Admission of the public and media
The Council welcomes members of the public to its meetings in accordance with the
Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960.
Reports and minutes
We add reports and minutes to our website.
Recording, photographs, and filming
The press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, or report from
the meeting using social media. As such members of the public may be recorded or
photographed during the meeting.
We ask that anyone wishing to record or photograph the meeting notifies the Town
Clerk before the start of the meeting.
Public participation
The Council welcomes the public’s involvement in meetings, which must be in
accordance with our rules (Standing Orders 30 - 32 on a matter before the Council).
Please note that any participants will be required to wear a mask at all times
and to have a negative lateral flow test on the day of the meeting. Please do
not attend if you feel unwell whatever the result of your test.
At the relevant time during the meeting, the Chair will invite members of the
public to present their questions, statements, or petitions. To find out about
participation, please email the Planning and Environment Officer at
lblake@didcot.gov.uk.

AGENDA
1. To receive apologies.
2. To receive declarations of interest.
3. Members should declare any interests they may have on any item on this agenda
in accordance with Didcot Town Council’s Code of Conduct.
4. To approve the draft minutes of the meeting held on 8th December 2021 and the
draft minutes of the virtual extraordinary meeting held on Wednesday 5th January
2022 (attached)
5. Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item
6. To note as listed: correspondence regarding planning matters.
7. To note and consider the Updated Planning Enforcement Statement 2021 from
South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse District Councils.
8. To note the demolition of property known as 186 Abingdon Road and erection of
4 new dwellings, to be known as 186A, 186B, 186C and 186D Abingdon Road,
Didcot, OX11 9BP.
9. To note the Erection of 1 new residential dwelling to be numbered: 79 Oxford
Crescent, DIDCOT OX11 7AL.
10. To discuss the response from Councillor Tim Bearder following the letter sent to
him, on behalf of the Planning and Development Committee, regarding the bus
routes in Didcot (attached)
11. To note as listed: applications for certificates of lawful development and
information only.
1. To consider as listed: planning applications.
2. To note as listed: planning appeals.
3. To note as listed: planning applications approved.
4. To note as listed: planning applications refused.
5. To note as listed: planning applications withdrawn.
6. To note as listed: planning applications referred.

Janet Wheeler
Town Clerk
6th January 2022

Voting committee members
Cllr Eleanor Hards (Chair)
Cllr Anthony Dearlove (Vice-Chair)
Cllr Melissa Mallows
Cllr Pam Siggers
Cllr James Durman
Cllr David Chandran

Substitute committee members
Cllr Axel Macdonald
Cllr John Moody
Cllr Amanda Sandiford
Cllr B Service
Cllr A Thompson
Cllr P Giesberg
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DRAFT Minutes 08.12.2021
Agenda item 4

Minutes of the
Planning and Development Committee
Wednesday 8th December 2021
All Saints Room, Civic Hall

PRESENT:
Councillors:
E Hards (Chair)
A Dearlove (Vice-Chair)
P Siggers
D Chandran
M Mallows
A Thompson
Officers:
Mrs J Wheeler (Town Clerk)
Mrs L Blake (Planning and Environment Officer)
County Councillors:
J Murphy
I Snowdon
127. To receive apologies.
Cllr J Durman tendered his apologies. Cllr A Thompson substituted.

128. To receive declarations of interest.
No interests were declared.

129. To approve the draft minutes of the meeting held on 27th October 2021.
The Committee noted that the meeting scheduled to be held on 17th November
2021, had to be cancelled due to not being quorate.
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It was RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the 27th October 2021 as a true and
accurate record of the meeting and note it as such.
All members agreed.

130. Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item.
There were no questions as to the progress of any item.

131.To note as listed: correspondence regarding planning maters.

Item
6a)

Date received
25th November
2021

Received from
SODC

Sent to
Members
25th November
2021

Details
Certificate of Lawful Development for a
Garage conversion (utility room and study
room) at 27 Chamomile Way Didcot OX11
6HH.
P21/S4711/LDE – on agenda, item 8a.

The Committee noted the items of correspondence.

132. Proposal to the Finance and General Purposes Committee, regarding
the 2022-23 budget
It was proposed by Cllr E Hards, seconded by Cllr A Dearlove and RESOLVED to
recommend to the Finance and General Purposes Committee that they retain the
£750 budgeted for Speed Surveys (cost centre 1272), for the 2022-23 financial
year.
All members agreed.
133.To note and comment on the planning application by Oxfordshire County
Council, County Hall, New Road, Oxford, OX1 1ND for planning permission: The dualling of the A4130 carriageway (A4130 Widening) from the Milton Gate
Junction eastwards, including the construction of three roundabouts.
The Committee discussed the application and the correspondence received from Cllr P
Davies (which had previously been sent to members), requesting the Committee object
to the OCC application, based on the deficiencies of the design between Collett and
Avon Way for cycle access for existing and future Didcot residents.
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The Committee RESOLVED to support the application, with the following comments:
Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee support Oxfordshire
County Council’s planning application – The dualling of the A4130 carriageway (A4130
Widening) from the Milton Gate Junction eastwards, including the construction of three
roundabouts, but hope consideration is taken to improve connectivity for cyclists, with
existing cycle routes.
The Town Council ask that OCC acknowledge the existing problems with the cycle ways
in Didcot, and work to address these in future with any other new projects, alongside
this one.
The Planning and Development Committee believe that a public exhibition should have
taken place regarding this application, due to the amount of material associated with it.
All members agreed.
Cllr E Hards welcomed the attending County Councillors and proposed suspending
standing orders to allow them to address the Committee regarding Didcot’s Bus
Services.
All members agreed.
Both Cllrs J Murphy and I Snowdon addressed the Committee regarding the issues
with the bus services in Didcot and the surrounding areas.
They updated members on the new 91 and 92 services, which will commence from
2nd January 2022 and explained how the new 97 service has been delayed further,
due to the delay with the Didcot Bus Gate.
Both County Councillors raised the issue of the 95 service, which has been
cancelled by OCC. This route serves Didcot (Ladygrove and Didcot NE) and the
surrounding villages. Users use this service for work commutes (to Culham
Science Park, for example) and villagers from Long Wittenham and Clifton
Hampden use this bus to travel into Didcot.
The service was originally contracted to run for 18 months and was funded by
developers under s106 agreements. The County Council cancelled the service
after less than 12 months. The service had not run throughout the winter period
yet, thus not giving a clear indication of the number of users who would rely on it
during these times.
The Councillors requested that the Committee consider writing to Oxfordshire
County Council to ask that they consider reinstating this service. Residents are
constantly being asked to use public transport to reduce the number of vehicles on
the roads and to lower the carbon emissions, and it is unacceptable to remove
services which enable residents to do this.
The Committee re-entered standing orders.
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134.To consider Didcot’s current Bus Network and upcoming changes in January
2022 report
The Committee considered the report and the updates from the Bus Infrastructure
Officer at Oxfordshire County Council.
It was RESOLVED to write a letter to the Bus Infrastructure Officer at OCC to thank
them for their continued hard work with this matter and the ongoing updates to DTC
(appendix 1).
The Committee were happy to note that the new services in Didcot were due to
commence from 2nd January 2022. Cllr P Siggers noted the limited publicity of the fact
that Thames Travel will be taking over these services from early January.
The Committee discussed the County Councillors requests and RESOLVED to write a
letter to the Cabinet Member, Councillor Tim Bearder at Oxfordshire County Council, to
request they consider reinstating the 95 Bus service, due to the needs of residents, the
reduction of vehicles on the roads it would bring and the fact that public transport is vital
for a positive impact on the environment (appendix 2).
All members agreed.

135.To note as listed: applications for certificates of lawful development and
information only.
The Committee noted the below listed application for lawful development.
9a)

Application

P21/S4711/LDE

Proposal

Garage conversion (utility room and study room)

27 Chamomile Way Didcot OX11 6HH

136.To consider as listed: Planning Applications.
10a)

Application
Proposal

Response date
Agreed response

P21/S4700/FUL
Milton Road Foxhall Didcot OX11 7TB
Removal of the existing 15m slimline monopole supporting two
antennas and the installation of a replacement 20m monopole
supporting three antennas, an additional equipment cabinet and
ancillary development thereto including a GPS module.
10th December 2021 (extended from 4th December 2021)
It was proposed by Cllr A Dearlove, seconded by Cllr P Siggers and
RESOLVED to submit no objection to the application.

Planning & Development Committee
DRAFT Minutes 08.12.2021
Agenda item 4

All members agreed.
10b)

Application
Proposal
Response date

P21/S4819/HH
12A Orwell Drive Didcot OX11 7RY
Proposed single story rear extension
15th December 2021

Agreed response

It was proposed by Cllr A Dearlove, seconded by Cllr E Hards and
RESOLVED to submit no objection to the application.
All members agreed.

10c)

Application
Proposal

Response date
Agreed response

P21/S4944/HH
26 Wessex Road Didcot OX11 8BT
Variation of condition 4 (Obscure glazing) on planning application
P18/S2395/HH to allow change of window to fire escape window with
cable window restrictor. Proposed two storey rear extension, single
storey rear extension with minor interior alterations and porch
extension (as amended by email from agent received on 24th
July 2018). The en-suite window in the east elevation of the first floor
hereby permitted shall be glazed in obscure glass with a minimum of
level 3 obscurity and shall be fixed shut with the exception of a top
hung openable fanlight, prior to the first occupation of the
accommodation and it shall be retained as such thereafter.
18th December 2021
It was proposed by Cllr E Hards, seconded by Cllr A Dearlove and
RESOLVED to submit no objection to the application.
All members agreed.

10d)

Application
Proposal
Response date

P21/S4882/HH
12 Garth Road Didcot OX11 7JG
Single Storey Side Extension and Garage Conversion
18th December 2021

Agreed response

It was proposed by Cllr E Hards, seconded by Cllr P Siggers and
RESOLVED to submit no objection to the application.
All members agreed.

10e)

Application
Proposal
Response date

P21/S4830/HH
15 East Street Didcot OX11 8EJ
Loft conversion and minor internal alterations to create a study
23rd December 2021

Agreed response

It was proposed by Cllr P Siggers, seconded by Cllr A Dearlove and
RESOLVED to submit no objection to the application.
All members agreed.
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137.To note as listed: Planning Appeals.
None were received.

138. Applications Approved.
The Committee noted the below listed approvals.
Didcot Town Council’s
recommendation

Planning Application
Number

Proposal and Address

No objection

P21/S3603/HH

Construction of single storey side
extension, front porch & realignment of
boundary wall to Longford Way.

No objection

P21/S4002/FUL

No objection

P21/S4023/HH

No objection

P21/S3962/HH

7 Longford Way Didcot Oxfordshire
OX11 7TN
Installation of a new ambient vaporiser
unit, silencer skid, concrete plinth and
ancillary infrastructure (external plant).
Air Products Plc Hawksworth Didcot
OX11 7PL
Proposed garage replacement, front
garage extension, front porch, floor plan
redesign and all associated works to 9
Abbott Road.
9 Abbott Road Didcot OX11 8JB
First floor extension over existing
garage. New roof over conservatory.
35 Wheatfields Didcot OX11 0BQ

No objection with
comment:

P21/S4055/FUL

The Committee agreed that
the material provided within
the application appeared
inadequate.

No objection with
comment:
The Committee were
concerned to note that the
extensions appear

Variation of condition 2 (Approved
plans) on planning application
P19/S2825/FUL. Small design changes.
(Construction of detached 3-bedroom
house.)
19 Wantage Road Didcot OX11 0BS

P21/S3736/HH

Side extension (including conversion of
existing garage) with associated
alterations. (As amended by drawings
received 4 November 2021, to move the
two-storey element back to reduce
impact on the neighbour’s boundary).

Planning & Development Committee
DRAFT Minutes 08.12.2021
Agenda item 4
overbearing.

2 Cherwell Close Didcot OX11 7UF

No objection

P21/S4265/HH

Erection of new single storey side
extension.
83 Dart Drive Didcot OX11 7XS

No objection

P21/S4234/HH

Single storey rear extension.
125 Green Close Didcot OX11 8TD

Objection with comment:

P21/S4086/HH

Garage Conversion.
1 Wintergreen Close Didcot OX11
6FN

If this conversion is an annex
to the main dwelling it should
remain ancillary and include
cooking or bathing facilities
but not both. If it is to be a
self-contained dwelling it
would fall far short of national
space standards

139. Applications refused.
The Committee noted the below refused applications.
13a)

Application
Proposal
Didcot Town
Council’s response

P21/S3855/FUL
206 Broadway Didcot OX11 8RN
Proposed erection of two 2-bedroom flats.
No objection

140.Applications withdrawn.
The Committee noted the below withdrawn applications.
14a)

Application
Proposal

P21/S4304/FUL
40 Queensway Didcot OX11 8LU
Construction of detached block containing two one-bedroom
apartments.
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141. Applications referred.
The Committee noted no applications had been referred.

The meeting closed at 8.13pm.

Signed:

……………………………………….

Date:

……………………………………….

Appendix 1

Didcot Town Council

16th December 2021
Mr David Bellchamber
Bus Infrastructure Officer
Oxfordshire County Council
david.bellchamber@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Dear Mr Bellchamber,
Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee met on 8th December 2021.
During this meeting Councillors resolved to thank you, on behalf of Didcot Town Council,
for all your hard work in helping to resolve some of the issues surrounding the bus
services in Didcot.
Your continued support and communication with Didcot Town Council Officers is very
much appreciated.
Yours sincerely

Lucy Blake
Planning and Environment Officer
On behalf of Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee

Didcot Town Council
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
Oxon
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
Fax: 01235 512837
E-mail:council@didcot.gov.uk
www.didcot.gov.uk

Didcot Town Council

20th December 2021
Councillor Tim Bearder
Cabinet Member
Oxfordshire County Council
tim.bearder@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Dear Councillor Bearder,
RE: DIDCOT BUS SERVICES
On Friday 1st May 2019, MPs passed a motion making the UK Parliament the first in the
world to declare an ‘Environment and Climate Emergency’. This was followed by the
European Parliament declaring a ‘Climate Emergency’ on 28th November 2019.
On Monday 10th June 2019, Didcot Town Council declared support for the Climate
Emergency with a task of working with the District Council to bring down our CO2
emissions both in production and consumption, to reach carbon neutrality by 2030 and
carbon zero by 2050.
Oxfordshire County Council also acknowledged the Climate Emergency in 2019.
Attention should be drawn to the Oxfordshire Fair Deal Alliance’s nine priorities,
particularly priority 5, “Invest in an inclusive, integrated and sustainable transport network”,
in which OCC states “We will create a transport network that makes active travel the first
choice for short journeys and invests in public transport to significantly reduce our reliance
on car journeys.”
Cancelling public bus routes does not correspond with this priority.
Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee met on 8th December 2021
and discussed public transport in Didcot. Specifically, the new 91 and 92 services and the
recently cancelled route 95.
As you would be aware, this bus service started on 4th January 2021 and operated
Monday to Friday, connecting Didcot, Long Wittenham and Culham Science Centre.
The service was originally contracted to run for 18 months and was funded by developers
under s106 agreements. This should have meant the contract would end around June
2022.
Considering the 2019 declarations, the Planning and Development Committee were
extremely concerned to learn that the 95-bus service had been terminated early.
Especially as the Leader of Oxfordshire County Council, Councillor Liz Leffman, had
informed the Didcot Garden Town Advisory Board of OCC’s commitment to ‘prioritise
Didcot Town Council
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
Oxon
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
Fax: 01235 512837
E-mail:council@didcot.gov.uk
www.didcot.gov.uk

active travel’ and support ‘really well thought through transport connections’, at their
meeting on 25th October 2021.
Residents of the villages surrounding Didcot who do not have or do not wish to use private
cars rely on this service to travel into Didcot Town Centre. In addition to this, Culham
Science Centre is home to over 45 commercial businesses from start-ups to major
international organisations, which means many of those employed by the companies rely
on public transport to travel into work.
Not only is this service a lifeline to those who use it, there are prominent benefits of using
public transport and all authorities need to encourage their residents to use them.
The three most important benefits of using public transport over single-occupancy vehicles
includes the reduction of carbon emissions, air pollution (which results in better air quality)
and congestion on the roads – including traffic. When greenhouse gases are emitted into
the atmosphere and trap heat, we witness damaging impacts on the environment.
Fewer cars on the road will reduce harmful emissions, as well as improve congestion on
all roads.
With this in mind, Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee would like
to request that you seriously reconsider the cancellation of the much needed 95-bus
service.
Yours sincerely

Lucy Blake
Planning and Environment Officer
On behalf of Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee

Didcot Town Council
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
Oxon
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
Fax: 01235 512837
E-mail:council@didcot.gov.uk
www.didcot.gov.uk
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Didcot Town Council

Minutes of the
Extra-Ordinary Planning and Development
Committee Meeting
(acting as a Working Group)
Wednesday 5th January 2022
Zoom

PRESENT:
Councillors:
E Hards (Chair)
A Dearlove (Vice-Chair)
P Siggers
M Mallows
J Durman
Officers:
Mrs J Wheeler (Town Clerk)
Mrs L Blake (Planning and Environment Officer)
142. To receive apologies.
Cllr D Chandran was absent. No apologies were tendered.

143. To receive declarations of interest.
No interests were declared.

144.To note as listed: correspondence regarding planning maters.
Received from

Sent to
Members

Details

M1
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15th December
2021

Applications:
 P21/S4720/HH – 4 The Oval Didcot Oxon OX11 7EL
 P21/S4470/FUL – 32 Cockcroft Road Didcot OX11
8LH
 P21/S5088/PIP – Land off Brasenose Road Didcot
 P21/S4174/FUL – 5 Hagbourne Road Didcot Oxon
OX11 8DP
All applications on agenda, item 6.

The Committee noted the items of correspondence.
145.To consider as listed: Planning Applications.

6a)

Application
Proposal
Response date

P21/S4720/HH
4 The Oval Didcot OX11 7EL
Single storey rear extension
6th January 2022 (extended from 24th December 2021)

Agreed response

It was proposed by Cllr A Dearlove, seconded by Cllr E Hards and
RESOLVED to submit no objection to this application.
All members agreed.

6b)

Application
Amendment
Previous
response
Proposal

Response date
Agreed response

P21/S4470/FUL
32 Cockcroft Road Didcot OX11 8LH
th
No.2 dated 7 December 2021
No response was submitted as meeting was cancelled.
Erection of a pair of two-bedroom semi-detached dwellings with
parking and amenity space as revised by drawings received on 6
December 2012, as amended by plans received on 7 December 2021.
15th December 2021
It was proposed by Cllr A Dearlove, seconded by Cllr P Siggers and
RESOLVED to submit no objection to this application, with the
following comment:
Didcot Town Council would like to draw attention to the comments
made by the OCC Highways Team.
All members agreed.
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Application
Amendment
Previous
response
Proposal

Response date
Agreed response

P21/S4174/FUL
5 Hagbourne Road Didcot OX11 8DP
th
No.1 – dated 10 December 2021
No objection
Erection of two storey building comprising 5 one bed apartments, 1
three bed apartment, 1 four bed apartment and staff room – use class
C3 for adults with learning and physical disabilities with on-site care
provided (as amended by plans received 10 December altering
external appearance of the proposed building).
9th January 2022
It was proposed by Cllr P Siggers, seconded by Cllr M Mallows and
RESOLVED to submit no objection to this application, with the
following comment:
Didcot Town Council would like to highlight the comments from the
OCC Highways Officer.
All members agreed.

146.To note as listed: Planning Appeals.
None were received.

147. Applications Approved.
The Committee noted the below listed approvals.
Didcot Town Council’s
recommendation

Planning Application
Number

Proposal and Address

No objection

P21/S4289/HH

New single-storey rear addition.

P21/S4159/HH

20 Collingwood Avenue Didcot OX11
0AL
Single storey side extension.

No objection
No objection

P21/S4303/HH

9 Magdalen Court Didcot OX11 8UQ
Single storey rear extension with solar
panels.
74 Loyd Road Didcot OX11 8JS
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No objection

P21/S3958/FUL

No objection

P21/S4386/HH

Installation of new light lamps and
hoods to existing light columns. No
change of use at the site.
Boundary Park Pavilion Greenwood
Way Didcot OX11 6EY
Proposed ground and first floor side and
rear extension.
86 Norreys Road Didcot OX11 0AN

148. Applications refused.
The Committee noted the below refused applications.
9a)

Application
Proposal
Didcot Town
Council’s response

P21/S3038/FUL
3 Macdonald Close Didcot OX11 7BH
New detached 2-bedroom house (as amended by plans received
on the 27th of October 2021)
No objection

149.Applications withdrawn.
The Committee noted no applications had been withdrawn.

150. Applications referred.
The Committee noted no applications had been referred.

The meeting closed at 7.53pm.

Signed:

……………………………………….

Date:

……………………………………….

M5

Agenda continued.

4. To approve the draft minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th December
2021 and the draft minutes of the virtual extraordinary meeting held on
Wednesday 5th January 2022.

5. Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item.

6. To note as listed: correspondence received regarding planning matters.

Item

Date
received

Received
from

Sent to Members

Details

6a)

17th December
2021

SODC

20th December
2021

6b)

20th December
2021

SODC

N/A
(Added to agenda
for information)

Plan received to inform DTC of the demolition of property
known as 186 Abingdon Road and erection of 4 new
dwellings – agenda item 8.

6c)

21st December
2021

SODC

N/A (Added to
agenda for
information)

Confirmation of erection of 1 new residential dwelling to
be numbered: 79 Oxford Crescent, DIDCOT OX11 7AL –
agenda item 9.

6d)

29th December
2021

Cllr T
Bearder

4th January 2022

Updated Planning Enforcement Statement 2021 from
South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse District
Councils – agenda item 7.

Response to the letter sent to Cllr Bearder on 20th
December 2021, regarding the bus routes in Didcot –
agenda item 10.

7. To note and consider the Updated Planning Enforcement Statement 2021 from
South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse District Councils – sent to
members 20th December 2021

8. To note the demolition of property known as 186 Abingdon Road and erection
of 4 new dwellings, to be known as 186A, 186B, 186C and 186D Abingdon
Road, Didcot, OX11 9BP.

9. To note the Erection of 1 new residential dwelling to be numbered: 79 Oxford
Crescent, DIDCOT OX11 7AL.

10. To discuss the response from Councillor Tim Bearder following the letter sent
to him, on behalf of the Planning and Development Committee, regarding the
bus routes in Didcot.

11. Applications for certificates of Lawful Development and Information only.
None received.

12. To consider as listed: Planning Applications.
12a)

Application
Proposal
Response date
Agreed response

P21/S5015/HH
53 Derwent Avenue Didcot OX11 7RF
Erection of two-storey rear extension.
14th January 2022 (extended from 24th December 2021)

12b)

Application
Amendment
Proposal

P21/S3691/HH
6 Ingrebourne Way Didcot OX11 7UP
No. 2 - dated 7th December 2021
Conversion of part garage into gymnasium and home office with front
dormer and height increase of main roof by 200mm (as amended by
KELLOWAY/PLAN/002/REV-A to increase ridge height rise from
150mm to 340mm and to obscure dormer windows below 1.7 metres
above floor level received on 07/12/21
Objection with comments: As stated in the text with the Elevations and
Floor Plans Proposed, the purpose of this application is removal of the
obscure glazing condition attached to P21/S3080 to prevent
neighbourliness. These windows are only 9m away from the
neighbour's bedroom and DTC requested this condition.
14th January 2022 (extended from 21st December 2021)

Previous
response

Response date
Agreed response

12c)

Application
Proposal
Response date

P21/S5085/HH
93 Lydalls Road Didcot OX11 7DT
Proposed ground floor rear extension, garage conversion and first
floor side extension
14th January 2021 (extended from 10th January 2022)

Agreed response

12d)

Application
Proposal
Response date
Agreed response

P21/S5114/HH
23 Cromwell Drive Didcot OX11 9RB
Erection of conservatory, dwarf walls around base, 5m x 3.35m, ridge
height of 2.89m
15th January 2022

12e)

Application
Proposal
Response date

P21/S5119/HH
5 Kynaston Road Didcot OX11 8HE
First floor rear extension
16th January 2022

Agreed response

12f)

Application
Proposal
Response date

P21/S5158/HH
21 Colborne Road Didcot OX11 0AB
Single storey rear extension
18th January 2022

Agreed response

12g)

Application
Proposal
Response date

P21/S5244/HH
118 Abingdon Terrace Didcot OX11 0AJ
Demolition of existing single storey rear extension roof and erection of
a first floor extension and the part mezzanine floor in the loft
24th January 2022

Agreed response

12h)

Application
Proposal
Response date

P21/S5283/HH
37 Green Road Didcot OX11 8SY
New first floor dormer extension, internal redesign, and extension to
existing garage to create annex for family use
24th January 2022

Agreed response

13. To note as listed: Planning Appeals.

None received.

14. To note as listed: Planning Applications approved.
Didcot Town Council’s
recommendation

Planning Application
Number

Proposal and Address

No objection with
comment:

P21/S3925/HH

Conversion of existing loft to create two
bedrooms with a separate bathroom.
Remodelling of existing ground floor
layout to accommodate new staircase
(as amended by drwgnos CCF_000425
to revise the design of the front dormer
14/12/21).

The Council express
concerns that the application
shows no change in parking
arrangements, however
there is an increase in the
number of bedrooms

2 Green Close Didcot OX11 8SZ

15. To note as listed: Planning Applications refused.
None received.

16. To note as listed: Planning Applications withdrawn.
None received.

17. To note as listed: Planning Applications referred.
None received.

Response from Cllr Bearder
Agenda item 10

Response from Councillor Tim Bearder
Wednesday 29th December 2021
Dear Lucy,
Thank you for your correspondence dated 20 December 2021 regarding the withdrawal of bus
service 95 between Didcot and Culham Science Centre.
I can assure you that the Council does not take the matter of cancelling bus services lightly and
it is a matter of regret that this course of action has been necessary. The contract was entered
into in January 2021 despite the ongoing pandemic which had suppressed bus service
patronage and led to the absence from work of a significant proportion of the Science Centre’s
staff. It was hoped that this situation would have improved during 2021, but sadly this has not
proven to be the case.
In addition, Covid-19 has resulted in significant pressures on our bus operators. A ‘perfect
storm’ of reduced patronage, declining Government support funding and a shortage of drivers
is resulting in a requirement to streamline the network and examine more closely which
services have not been performing as well as would have been hoped.
The county’s two main bus operators have a shortage of approximately 80 drivers. In some
parts of the country, it has been the case that these issues have led to large scale ad-hoc
cancellations of services, which were reactively planned and managed and for which customer
communication was poor. The Council and Thames Travel have worked proactively together to
avoid this situation by identifying areas of the network where reductions could be made which
would have the least impact on the travelling public.
Thames Travel have provided data on the usage of service 95, which indicates that there were
an average of 9.3 passenger journeys per day spread over 8 journeys, equating to an average of
1.16 passengers per journey. This does not represent a sustainable level of usage at the present
time. In part this will be due to a significant proportion of the workforce at Culham Science
Centre continuing to work from home.
Given the following factors:






public transport services continue to exist between Didcot and Culham, in the form of a
rail service which is now more regular than it has been for a number of years;
the low number of passengers on the bus service;
a significant proportion of the workforce at Culham Science Centre working at home;
and
the opportunity cost of retaining this service at the potential expense of other, more
strategic and better used services

Response from Cllr Bearder
Agenda item 10

the Council is satisfied that it made an appropriate decision in relation to the continued
operation of service 95.
Service 95B, which operated in the daytime period between Berinsfield, Long Wittenham and
Didcot, was a commercial service operated by Thames Travel and in which the Council had no
involvement.
I hope this sets out the reasons for the decision. We are not ruling out bringing the service back
in the future, but with continued uncertainty over the pandemic and the future of the bus
industry now would not be a suitable time to do so.
Yours sincerely
Tim Bearder
Cabinet Member for Highways Management

