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Didcot Town Council
Janet Wheeler, Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk

E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk

Notice of the Full Council Meeting of 

Didcot Town Council
5th January 2026 at 7.30pm
Ladygrove Room, Didcot Civic Hall

All Members of Didcot Town Council are summoned to attend a meeting of the full 
Council on Monday 5th January 2026 in the Ladygrove Room at Didcot Civic Hall at 
7.30pm.
Admission of the public and media
The Council welcomes members of the public to its meetings in accordance with the 
Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960.

Reports and minutes

We add reports and minutes to our website.

Recording, photographs, and filming

The press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, or report from 
the meeting using social media. As such members of the public may be recorded or 
photographed during the meeting. 

We ask that anyone wishing to record or photograph the meeting notifies the Town 
Clerk before the start of the meeting. 

Public participation

The Council welcomes the public’s involvement in meetings, which must be in 
accordance with our rules (Standing Orders 30 - 32 on a matter before the Council).  

The Chairman will invite members of the public to present their questions, 
statements, or petitions, usually at the start of the meeting.

To find out about participation contact Janet Wheeler, the Town Clerk –
jwheeler@didcot.gov.uk or Lucy Blake, Deputy Town Clerk lblake@didcot.gov.uk

Didcot Town Council

mailto:council@didcot.gov.uk
mailto:jwheeler@didcot.gov.uk
mailto:lblake@didcot.gov.uk
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AGENDA

The business to be transacted at the meeting will be:

1. To receive apologies

2. To receive declarations of interests
Members are reminded to declare any interests on any item on this agenda in 
accordance with Didcot Town Council’s Code of Conduct.  Members are also 
reminded to review their register of interests which will be available at the 
meeting.

3. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 
3rd November 2025 and to include questions on the minutes as to the 
progress of any item

4. To receive the Committee minutes and decisions taken under delegated 
authority and to consider recommendations of Committees to Council in 
accordance with Standing Orders 98 to 112

(a) Planning and Development Committee 

(i) To receive the minutes:

5th November 2025
26th November 2025
17th December 2025 (to be approved by Committee)

(ii) No recommendations to Council. 

(b) Finance and General Purposes Committee

(i) To receive the minutes: 

24th November 2025
15th December 2025 (to be approved by Committee)

(ii) Eight recommendations to Council:

Minute 88 : To respond to the consultation on funding for the next three 
years of contributions to the LGPS – see attached

Minute 93: To review the draft ‘Making and Installing’ contract for the 
S106 Public Art project in Edmonds Park – see part two on agenda

mailto:council@didcot.gov.uk
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Minute 100: To approve the recommended precept of £1,714,966 for the 
2026-2027 financial year – see attached

Minute 101: To approve the final budget figures for 2026-2027 – see 
attached

Minute 102: To approve in principle the recommendations of the 
Independent Remuneration Panel for Town and Parish Councils from 
May 2027 – after the next local elections – see attached.

Minute 103: To approve the CIL Annual Report from 1 April to 31 March 
2025 – see attached report.

Minute 107: To review the report from the Local Council Consultancy 
(LCC) and the recommendation from the P&A and F&GP Committee –
see part two on agenda

Minute 108: To review and approve the salary recommendations from 
the P&A and F&GP Committee relating to the 26-27 financial year – see 
part two on agenda

(c) Environment & Climate Committee  

(i) To receive the minutes: 

17th November 2025 (to be approved by Committee) 

(ii) Two recommendations to Council:

Minute 46: To approve the amendments made to the Land Hire Policy –
see attached Policy

Minute 47: To approve the suggested annual charges for Didcot Town 
Council’s services for the 2026-2027 financial year – see attached report

(d) Personnel and Administration Committee  

(i) To receive the minutes

1st December 2025 (to be approved by Committee)

(ii) One recommendation to Council:

Minute 45: To consider a future Outdoor Services Day – see attached 
report

mailto:council@didcot.gov.uk
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(e) Property & Facilities Committee  

(i) To receive the minutes

8th December 2025 (to be approved by Committee)

(ii) Three recommendations to Council:

Minute 50.7: To consider the Civic Hall hire prices for the next financial 
year from 1st April 2026 - 31st March 2027 – see report

Minute 51.4: To consider the Willowbrook Leisure Centre prices for the 
next financial year from 1st April 2026 – 31st March 2027 – see report

Minute 52.4: To consider the Edmonds Park Pavilion prices for the next 
financial year from 1st April 2026 – 31st March 2027 – see report

5. To receive the Mayor’s report – 5th November 2025 – 5th January 2026

Date Day Event
8th November 2025 Saturday Craft Fair, Civic Hall, Didcot

9th November 2025 Sunday Remembrance Parade and Service, The 
Memorial, Smallbone Rec, Didcot

11th November 2025 Tuesday Poppies to Paddington, Didcot Parkway 
train station

11th November 2025 Tuesday Armistice Day, Two Minute Silence at 
The Memorial, Smallbone Rec

23rd November 2025 Sunday Open Play2Give Christmas Market, 
Milton Hill House, Didcot

26th November 2025 Wednesday Presentation of Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards, St Birinus School, Didcot

28th November 2025 Friday Coffee Morning, The Meadows Care 
Home, Didcot

29th November 2025 Saturday Attended the Children’s Christmas Disco, 
Civic Hall, Didcot

10th December 2025 Wednesday Didcot Choral Society Carol Concert, 
Civic Hall, Didcot

15th December 2025 Monday Lord Mayor of Oxford Christmas 
Reception, St Nicholas Church, Marston

17th December 2025 Wednesday BBC Radio Oxford Carol Concert, 
Orchard Centre, Didcot

mailto:council@didcot.gov.uk
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Deputy Mayor – 5th November 2025 – 5th January 2026

Date Day Event
9th November 2025 Sunday Remembrance Parade and Service, The 

Memorial, Smallbone Rec, Didcot
11th November 2025 Tuesday Armistice Day, Two Minute Silence at the 

Memorial, Smallbone Rec, Didcot
15th December 2025 Monday Lord Mayor of Oxford Christmas 

Reception, Oxford Town Hall, Oxford

6. To approve the proposed meeting dates for 2026 – 2027 civic year – see 
attached.

7. To receive such communications as the Leader of the Council may wish 
to bring before the Council 

8. Didcot Garden Town Project and the report of the Council's 
Representative on the Didcot Garden Town Management Board – see 
attached up-dates – next meeting of Advisory Board 19 January 2026

9. Questions to the Leader concerning the business of the Council in 
accordance with Standing Order 58.

Pursuant to Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 1960
the committee will be asked to exclude the press and public from the meeting
on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted

10. F&GP Minute 93: To review the draft ‘Making and Installing’ contract for 
the S106 Public Art project in Edmonds Park – see contract papers

11. F&GP Minute 107: To review the report from the Local Council 
Consultancy (LCC) and the recommendation from the P&A and F&GP
Committee – see confidential papers

12. F&GP Minute 108: To review and approve the salary recommendations 
from the P&A and F&GP Committee relating to the 26-27 financial year –
see confidential papers

Mrs Janet Wheeler
Town Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
22nd December 2025

mailto:council@didcot.gov.uk
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Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 
by the next meeting of the Council.

PRESENT
Councillors:

J Loder (Mayor) 
D Rouane (Deputy Mayor)
A Macdonald
M Khan
D Macdonald
D Aragao
H Macdonald
S Cole
A Jones
Z Mohammed

K Morrison (Leader)
T Worgan (Deputy Leader)
A Hudson
L Hislop
N Hards
A Iheozor-Ejiofor
J Broadbent
G Roberts

Officers:

Janet Wheeler – Town Clerk
Lucy Blake – Deputy Town Clerk

The Mayor, Cllr J Loder, opened the meeting and began by congratulating Cllr S 
Nohre on the birth of her daughter.

53. To receive apologies
Apologies were tendered from Cllrs S Nohre, C Jennings and G Ryall. 

54. To receive declarations of interests
None were received. 

55. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 8th

September 2025 and to include questions on the minutes as to the progress of 
any item. 
It was proposed by Cllr J Loder, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and RESOLVED to 
approve and adopt the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 8th September 
2025. The vote was unanimous. There were no questions on the minutes. 

Council Meeting
Monday 3rd November 2025 at 7.30pm
Ladygrove Room, Didcot Civic Hall

Minutes

Didcot Town Council



3 - Previous Full Council minutes 03.11.2025

3 - 2

56. To receive the Committee minutes and decisions taken under delegated 
authority and to consider recommendations of Committees to Council in 
accordance with Standing Orders 95 – 112

a) Planning and Development Committee
It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, and RESOLVED to 
receive the Minutes for the meetings held on 17th September and 15th October 2025 
(to be approved by Committee). The vote was unanimous. 

There was one recommendation:

Minute 99: To approve an amendment to the previously submitted comment to 
OCC regarding the Willowcroft and St Birinus Schools, School Street Trial.
It was proposed by Cllr A Jones to amend the Committee’s previous comments on 
the School Street trial as per the Committees recommendation, following a 
presentation from OCC Officers. The Committee did not support the trial in its 
entirety but would be happy to support a reduced scheme limited to Mereland Road 
only. 
A discussion ensued with differing views. Some Councillors wanted to support the 
trial in its entirety. Other Councillors stood by the response which had already been 
sent to County. These Councillors were proposing to make an amendment after 
listening to the officers from County. They supported the proposed amendment to 
support the trial if fewer roads were included. 
Cllr M Khan proposed referring the comment already sent to County back to the 
Planning and Development Committee for further consideration and review. This 
proposal was voted on:

IN FAVOUR: 7, AGAINST: 9, ABSTENTION: 2. 
The proposal fails.

The original motion, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, was then voted on as follows:

IN FAVOUR: 11, AGAINST: 6, ABSTENTION: 1.

It was RESOLVED to submit the amended comment to OCC on the School Street 
trial to request fewer roads in the trial. 

b) Finance and General Purposes Committee
It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr G Roberts, and RESOLVED to 
receive the minutes of the meetings held on 15th September, and 20th October 2025 
(to be approved by Committee). The vote was unanimous. 

There were three recommendations:

Minute 66: To note the conclusion of the Annual Governance & Accountability 
Return (AGAR) for 2024 – 2025 and the auditor’s comments.
It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
note the conclusion of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) for 
2024-2025 and the auditor’s comments. The vote was unanimous. 
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Minute 67: To approve amendments to the ear-marked reserves and to allow 
£1,000 to cover any expenditure with the pending Youth Council.
Cllr T Worgan explained that the amendment would enable the Youth Council to 
progress.
It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
approve the amendments to the ear-marked reserves and to allow £1,000 to cover 
any expenditure for the pending Youth Council. The vote was unanimous.

Minute 76: To review the draft contract agreements with Oxford Direct Services 
(ODS) for the accessible pathway works at Ladygrove and Millennium Woods, 
and to recommend approval to Full Council.
This item was covered in the confidential section of the meeting. 

c) Environment & Climate Committee
It was proposed by Cllr G Roberts, seconded by Cllr A Macdonald, and RESOLVED 
to receive the Minutes for the meeting held 29th September 2025 (to be approved by 
Committee). The vote was unanimous.

There were no recommendations. 

d) Personnel and Administration Committee
It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr D Aragao, and RESOLVED to 
receive the minutes for the meeting held on 6th October 2025 (to be approved by 
Committee). The vote was unanimous.

There were two recommendations:

Minute 31: To formally adopt the Remote and Flexible Working Policies.
Cllr K Morrison explained a request had been received by the Personnel and 
Administration Committee, to separate these policies.
It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, and RESOLVED 
to adopt the Remote and Flexible Working Policies. The vote was unanimous. 

Minute 39: To review the Didcot Garden Town – Healthy Didcot project.
This item was covered in the confidential section of the meeting. 

e) Property & Facilities Committee
It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and RESOLVED to 
approve the minutes for the meeting held on 22nd September 2025 (to be approved 
by Committee). The vote was unanimous.

There were no recommendations to the Council. 

57. To receive the Mayor’s Report and the Deputy Mayor’s report – 1st

September – 4th November 2025.
Both reports were noted by the Council. 
The Mayor explained that he had judged the Sunflower Competition and presented a 
prize to the winner, who subsequently invited him to the opening of his ‘Halloween 
House’ in Didcot.
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The Deputy Mayor added that he had also attended the Town Council’s Halloween 
Disco for under-11s on Friday 31st October 2025, where he and Cllr K Morrison
judged the best-dressed participants.

58. To delegate the forthcoming insurance renewal for both the fleet and 
general cover to be approved at the next meeting of the F&GP Committee on 
24 November 2025. The Committee to also approve a new three-year deal if the 
terms are favourable. 
As the Town Council’s insurance is due to expire on 29th November 2025, it was 
necessary to delegate the decision-making process to the Committee to enable the 
renewal to be agreed. The Town Clerk confirmed that she would share the quotes 
received with all members prior to the next F&GP meeting, allowing any questions to 
be raised.
It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr G Roberts, and RESOLVED to 
delegate the forthcoming insurance renewal for both the fleet and general cover, to 
be approved at the next Finance and General Purposes Committee on 24th

November 2025. The vote was unanimous. 

59. To receive such communications as the Leader of the Council may wish to 
bring before the Council and to consider the recommendation of the Leader on 
how such communications should be dealt with.
Cllr K Morrison reported on the range of Christmas events planned for the festive 
season and encouraged any member wishing to volunteer as a marshal for the 
Festive Fun Run to come forward.
The Leader also confirmed that the Orchard Centre would once again provide free 
parking from 7:00 pm, Monday to Sunday.

60. Didcot Garden Town Project and the report of the Council's Representative 
on the Didcot Garden Town Management Board.
Cllr K Morrison reported that she was unable to attend the previous meeting and that 
Cllr A Jones had attended in her place. She confirmed, however, that the Garden 
Town Project slides had been circulated to all members prior to the meeting. Cllr A 
Jones informed the Council that he had requested some amendments to the new 
signage which had been incorporated. 

61. Questions to the Leader concerning the business of the Council in 
accordance with Standing Order 58.
There were two questions for the Leader. 

Q. Could the Leader provide an update on the current parking restrictions at 
the Civic Hall? (Cllr L Hislop)
The Leader advised that investigations are on-going and that no parking restrictions 
have been confirmed at this stage. 

Q. Given that the Liberal Democrats hold the majority at County, District and 
Town levels, what bold initiatives does the party have planned for the town, 
and what do you hope to achieve for residents? (Cllr J Broadbent)
The Leader acknowledged the question as a good challenge and confirmed her 
willingness to work collaboratively with various agencies to explore the best projects
for the town.  
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Pursuant to Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 1960
the committee will be asked to exclude the press and public from the meeting
on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted

62. Minute 76: To approve the draft contract agreements with Oxford Direct 
Services (ODS) for the accessible pathway works at Ladygrove and Millennium 
Woods 
Cllr T Worgan confirmed that the draft contracts had previously been discussed at 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee and needed ratification from Full 
Council.
It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
approve the draft contract agreements. The vote was unanimous. 

63. Minute 39 – P&A Committee: To review the Didcot Garden Town – Healthy 
Didcot project
Cllr K Morrison explained that this related to a £10,000 grant from Healthy Didcot, 
intended to enable the Council to develop its own community projects with a focus 
on health and wellbeing. 
It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr G Roberts, and RESOLVED to 
accept the terms and conditions of the grant from Healthy Didcot. The vote was 
unanimous. 

64. To note the agreement between Didcot Town Council and RE:Solve AP Ltd
Members acknowledged the concerns raised by staff but noted that the agreement 
had been signed and that an invoice would be generated.

65. To approve the opportunity for three members of staff to attend the SLCC 
Practitioners Conference
Cllr K Morrison expressed her support for the proposal, noting that it would enable 
the senior managers to develop and gain experience, and she proposed an 
amendment to the motion to include all four senior managers. Cllrs T Worgan and M 
Khan also expressed their support.

It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr T Worgan, and RESOLVED to 
approve sending all four senior managers to the SLCC Practitioners Conference. 
The vote was unanimous.

66. To approve the Health and Safety Policy statement for October 2025
It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr T Worgan, and RESOLVED to 
approve the Health and Safety Policy statement for October 2025. The vote was 
unanimous.

The meeting closed at 8.25 pm.

Signed: (Mayor) Date:
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Minutes of the

Planning and Development Committee
Wednesday 5th November 2025 at 7:30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot
PRESENT
Councillors:
Cllr C Jennings (Chair)
Cllr A Jones (Deputy Chair)
Cllr H Macdonald
Cllr A Hudson
Cllr N Hards
Cllr S Cole
Cllr D Macdonald

Officers:
P Bint (Estate Administrator)

One resident was in attendance.

110. To receive apologies
No apologies were received; all members were present.

111. To receive declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest.

112. To approve the draft minutes of the meeting held on 20th August 2025
(attached)

It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by Cllr A Jones, and RESOLVED to 
approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. All members agreed.

113.Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item
No questions were raised.

114.To note as listed: correspondence received regarding planning matters
The Committee noted the correspondence received. 

115. Applications for certificates of Lawful Development and Information only
The Committee noted the below applications for Lawful Development.

Didcot Town Council
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6a) Application P25/S3136/LDP 1 Lynmouth Road Didcot OX11 8PW
Proposal Rear extension.

6b) Application P25/S3167/PDH 16 Penpont Water Didcot OX11 7LR
Proposal Single-storey rear extension. Depth 3.90m Height 3.53m Height to eaves 

2.45m
6c) Application P25/S3220/LDP 22 Meadow Way Didcot Oxon OX11 0AY

Proposal Single storey extension.

116.To consider as listed: Planning Applications 

It was proposed by Cllr C Jennings, seconded by Cllr A Jones and RESOLVED to 
suspend Standing Orders to allow the member of public to speak. All members agreed.

The resident raised the letter sent to the committee by another resident regarding 
application P25/S2958/FUL prior to the meeting. Cllr C Jennings stated that when the 
resident purchased the property, they were told that the land they have built upon 
belongs to them. 

It was reiterated by Cllr C Jennings that 1.8m high fence is allowed so long as it does 
not impede vision from traffic. 

It was proposed by Cllr C Jennings, seconded by Cllr A Jones and RESOLVED to 
reinstate Standing Orders. All members agreed.

7a) Application P25/S2958/FUL O K A Purchas Road Didcot OX11 
7BF

Proposal Change of use from public amenity to residential garden, new fence 
and outbuilding (retrospective).

Response date 6th November 2025 (Extended from 3rd November)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr C Jennings, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application. All 
members agreed. 

Note: There was a discrepancy on the agenda regarding the address of application 
P25/S2958/FUL. The correct address is 1 Icknield Close Didcot OX11 7AU.

7b) Application P24/S4123/FUL 5 Abingdon Road Didcot OX11 
9BL

Proposal Full planning application for the demolition of existing buildings, 
erection of a convenience foodstore (Class E), erection of buildings 
for self-storage use (Class B8), alterations to access, hard/soft 
landscaping, site relevelling and associated works. (As amplified by 
additional information received 07 February and 25 March 2025 and 
amended plans and information received 29 April 2025. As amended 

https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3136/LDP
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3167/PDH
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3220/LDP
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S2958/FUL
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P24/S4123/FUL


Item 4 a i - Planning and Development Committee
Minutes 05.11.2025

4ai – P&D minutes 5th November 2025 -3 

and amplified by information received 02 July and 29 August and 2 
and 9 October 2025.)

Response date 27th October 2025 (EXTENSION TBD)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application with the
following comments:

Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee would 
like to submit no objection to this application under the provision that 
the hedge rows/tree boundary are mature trees and provide a 
sufficient barrier and that the bulk storage will be subdivided and 
used by private individuals, not commercial vehicles. 

4 in favour, 3 against. 

7c) Application P25/S3144/HH 51 Bluebell Lane Didcot OX11 6GT
Proposal Loft conversion with side dormer, and rear single storey extension, 

and part garage conversion.
Response date 6th November 2025
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application. All 
members agreed. 

7d) Application P25/S3193/HH 10 Garth Road Didcot OX11 7JG
Proposal Proposed ground floor front, side and rear extensions works to 

include the conversion of the garage into a habitable space.
Response date 10th November 2025
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application. All 
members agreed. 

7e) Application P25/S3248/HH 22 Mowbray Road Didcot OX11 
8SU

Proposal Two storey side and single storey rear extensions.
Response date 12th November 2025
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr D Macdonald, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, 

and RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application. All 
members agreed. 

7f) Application P25/V2199/S73 Land at former Didcot A Power 
Station Didcot OX11 7HA

Proposal Variation of conditions 1 (Approved Plans) and 7 (Implementation of 
Foul and Surface Water Drainage) on application P22/V1857/O and 
partial discharge of conditions 18 (Landscape Management Plan), 21 
(Landscape and Ecology Management Plan), 22 (Biodiversity
Construction Environment Management Plan) and 24 (Tree 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/planning/ApplicationDetails.jsp?REF=P25/S3144/HH
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/planning/ApplicationDetails.jsp?REF=P25/S3193/HH
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3248/HH
https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/V2199/S73
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Protection) on application P22/V1857/O (Hybrid application 
comprising: 1. Outline planning permission for the erection of up to 
197,000m2 Use Class B8 data centre development with ancillary 
Use Class E office space, together with associated groundworks, 
utilities, infrastructure, engineering and enabling works. Matters 
relating to appearance, landscaping, drainage, layout and scale of 
the development areas reserved for subsequent approval; and 2. Full 
planning permission for the construction of new and improved site 
access, new access roads, hard & soft landscaping, creation of 
SUDS and all associated infrastructure and engineering works.)

Response date 12th November 2025
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr A Jones, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application on the basis 
that the comments from SGN are noted. All members agreed. 

7g) Application P25/S3297/HH 41 Manor Road Didcot OX11 7JZ
Proposal Ground floor rear extension.
Response date 13th November 2025
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application. All 
members agreed. 

7h) Application P25/S3299/FUL 11 Park Road Didcot OX11 8QL
Proposal Conversion of residential garage to dwelling.
Response date 14th November 2025
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr C Jennings, seconded by Cllr D Macdonald, 

and RESOLVED to submit no objections to this application
although there are reservations on the infill. 

5 in favour, 3 against. 

222. To note the erection of 86 residential dwellings to be street named and 
numbered: 1 to 45 (Odds Excl. 13) and 2 to 14 (Evens) Hurrican Drive, 1 to 17 
(Odds Excl.13) and 2 to 20 (Evens) Hampden Place, 1 to 6 (Cons) Hudson 
Close, 1 to 17 (Odds Excl.13) and 2 to 8 (

The Committee noted the erection of 86 dwellings. Cllr N Hards explained there is a 
discrepancy on the spelling of ‘Hurricane’ on the plans sent into the Town Council, and 
this should be rectified.

117.To note as listed: Planning Applications approved
The Committee noted the planning applications approved as listed.

https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3297/HH
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3299/FUL
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Didcot Town 
Council’s 
recommendation

Planning 
Application Number

Proposal and Address

No objection P25/S2183/FUL New self-build dwellinghouse with 
new access onto Park Road.

Land to the rear of 98 & 100 Park 
Road Didcot OX11 8QR

No objection –
comments concerns 
over potential 
overdevelopment

P25/S2669/HH First floor extension over existing 
garage, single storey rear extension to 
provide the necessary foundations to 
accommodate the rear facing, 
proposed upstairs bedroom extension.

21 Brent Avenue Didcot OX11 7UD
No objection P25/S2614/HH First floor side & single storey rear 

extensions. (Amended plans received 
16 September 2025).

3 Honeysuckle Way Didcot OX11 
6GP

No objection P25/S2924/HH Proposed ground floor front extension.

13 Vicarage Road Didcot OX11 8EL

118.To note as listed: Planning Applications refused
The Committee noted the planning application refused as listed. 

Didcot Town 
Council’s 
recommendation

Planning 
Application Number

Proposal and Address

Didcot Town Council s 
Planning and 
Development 
Committee wishes to 
object to this 
application while 
acknowledging the 
comments provided by 
the Highways Team. 
The Committee will 
withdraw its objection 
once the Highways 
Team is satisfied with 

P25/S1513/HH Dropped kerb to front of house.

65 Norreys Road Didcot OX11 0AW
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the proposed 
measures.

119.To note as listed: Planning Applications withdrawn

The Committee noted the planning applications withdrawn as listed. 

Planning Application Number Proposal and Address

P25/S1810/FUL Development of two semi-detached houses.

Land between 127 & 129 Brasenose Road Didcot 
OX11 7BP

120.To note as listed: Planning Applications referred
The Committee noted that no applications were referred.

121.To note as listed: Planning Applications appealed
The Committee noted that no applications were appealed.

122.To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr S Cole provided a verbal update on the Neighbourhood Plan and stated that 
progress will be made over the winter period.

The meeting closed at 8.11pm.

Signed: _______________________________________________________________

Date: _________________________________________________________________
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Minutes of the

Planning and Development Committee
Wednesday 26th November 2025 at 7:30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot
PRESENT
Councillors:
Cllr C Jennings (Chair)
Cllr D Rouane
Cllr H Macdonald
Cllr A Hudson
Cllr N Hards
Cllr S Cole

Officers:
P Bint (Estate Administrator)

124. To receive apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr A Jones and Cllr D Macdonald. Cllr D Rouane was a 
substitute for Cllr A Jones. 

125. To receive declarations of interest
There were no declarations of interest.

126. To approve the draft minutes of the meeting held on 5th November 2025
(attached)

It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and RESOLVED to 
approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. All members agreed.

127.Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item
No questions were raised.

128.To note as listed: correspondence received regarding planning matters
The Committee noted the correspondence received. 

129. Applications for certificates of Lawful Development and Information only
There were no applications for Lawful Development received.

Didcot Town Council
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130.To consider the request from Didcot Garden Town to recommend 
suggestions for names of the pathways in Zone 2 and Zone 3 as per 
diagrams

The Committee considered the names for the pathways for Zone 2 and Zone 3 as per 
the diagrams presented. Cllr N Hards declared an interest in this decision and therefore 
did not present a vote.

It was proposed by Cllr C Jennings, seconded by Cllr S Cole and RESOLVED to 
approve of naming the pathway in Zone 2 ‘Ladygrove Link’. 5 in favour, 1 abstain.

It was proposed by Cllr D Rouane, seconded by Cllr C Jennings, and RESOLVED to 
approve of naming the pathway in Zone 3 ‘Old Railway Rise’. 5 in favour, 1 abstain.

131.To comment on OOC’s application: R3.0107/25 

8) Application R3.0107/25 Reference number R3.0107/25

Proposal Details pursuant to Condition No.25 (Climate Vulnerability Risk Assessment of 
the Didcot to Culham River Crossing section of the development (partial 
discharge)) of planning permission no.(R3.0138/21)

Location Details pursuant to Condition No.25 (Climate Vulnerability Risk Assessment of 
the Didcot to Culham River Crossing section of the development (partial 
discharge)) of planning permission no.(R3.0138/21) at A linear site comprising a 
corridor between the A34 Milton Interchange and the B4015 north of Clifton 
Hampden including part of the A4130 east of the A34 Milton Interchange, land 
between Didcot and the former Didcot A Power Station and the Great Western 
Mainline, land to the north of Didcot where it crosses a private railway sidings 
and the River Thames to the west of Appleford-on-Thames before joining the 
A415 west of Culham Station, land to the south of Culham Science Centre 
through to a connection with the B4015 north of Clifton Hampden

Response date 27th November 2025 (Extended from 25th November)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and RESOLVED to 

submit no objection this application. All members agreed.

132.To comment on OOC’s application: R3.0108/25 

9) Application R3.0108/25 Reference number R3.0108/25

Proposal Details pursuant to Condition No.25 (Climate Vulnerability Risk Assessment of 
the Clifton Hampden bypass section of the development (partial discharge)) of 
planning permission no.(R3.0138/21)

Location A linear site comprising a corridor between the A34 Milton Interchange and the 
B4015 north of Clifton Hampden including part of the A4130 east of the A34 

https://myeplanning2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Planning/Display/R3.0107/25?cuuid=D0A8F3F0-721F-435C-971C-28A6C4200B2E
https://myeplanning2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Planning/Display/R3.0108/25?cuuid=67B23022-17FE-49E8-B6FB-96F804F44131
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Milton Interchange, land between Didcot and the former Didcot A Power Station 
and the Great Western Mainline, land to the north of Didcot where it crosses a 
private railway sidings and the River Thames to the west of Appleford-on-
Thames before joining the A415 west of Culham Station, land to the south of 
Culham Science Centre through to a connection with the B4015 north of Clifton 
Hampden

Response date 27th November 2025 (Extended from 26th November)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and RESOLVED to 

submit no objection this application with the following comments:

Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee would like the 
plans for the installation of street lighting on the pedestrian and cycle paths to be 
brought forward.

All members agreed.

133.To comment on OOC’s application: R3.0109/25 

10) Application R3.0110/25 Reference number R3.0110/25

Proposal Details pursuant to Condition 6 (details of proposed lighting in the Clifton 
Hampden bypass section of the development (partial discharge)) of planning 
permission no. (R3.0138/21)

Location A linear site comprising a corridor between the A34 Milton Interchange and the 
B4015 north of Clifton Hampden including part of the A4130 east of the A34 
Milton Interchange, land between Didcot and the former Didcot A Power Station 
and the Great Western Mainline, land to the north of Didcot where it crosses a 
private railway sidings and the River Thames to the west of Appleford-on-
Thames before joining the A415 west of Culham Station, land to the south of 
Culham Science Centre through to a connection with the B4015 north of Clifton 
Hampden

Response date 2nd December
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and RESOLVED to 

submit no objection this application with the following comments:

Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee are disappointed 
that Tree T33 is to be felled and that essential measures are rigorously followed 
and to note the comments on the environmental and climate issues.

All members agreed.

134.To consider as listed: Planning Applications 

https://myeplanning2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Planning/Display/R3.0110/25?cuuid=BAE5F48B-5803-4450-BAEA-20B0D14531EE
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11a) Application P25/S3302/FUL The western wing walls and 
eastern underpass wall Cow Lane 
Didcot

Proposal Installation of artwork comprising up to 30 non-illuminated 45cm 
diameter circular panels on the two western wing walls at the 
approaches to the Cow Lane, Didcot underpass and six illuminated 
rectangular shaped panels each measuring 200cm long by 100cm 
high on the eastern wall within the Cow Lane underpass.

Response date 27th November (Extended from 21st November)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

All in favour. Ref: 287952
11b) Application P25/S3383/RM Land south of Appleford Road 

Didcot
Proposal Reserved Matters application relating to access, appearance, 

landscaping, layout, landscape and scale in respect of 145 dwellings 
pursuant to outline planning permission P19/S0021/O (Outline 
planning application for up to 150 residential dwellings, a Nature 
Park, allotments, attenuation features, flood compensation areas, 
landscaping and a foul pumping station).

Response date 27th November 2025 (Extended from 26th November)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application with the 
following comments:

Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee would 
like clarification as to whether the red icons on the key within the 
landscape plans are in fact trees.

All in favour. Ref: 287953
11c) Application P25/V2244/FUL Boundary Park Pavilion 

Greenwood Way Harwell Didcot 
OX11 6EY

Proposal To install a timber clad converted storage container between football, 
rugby and cricket pitches to create a player shelter for use during 
matches and sports festivals.

Response date 5th December 2025 (Extended from 26th November)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

All in favour. Ref: 287987
11d) Application P25/S3432/HH 18 Churchill Close Didcot OX11 

7BX
Proposal Proposed outbuilding.
Response date 27th November 2025 (Extended from 26th November)

https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3302/FUL
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/planning/ApplicationDetails.jsp?REF=P25/S3383/RM
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/planning/ApplicationDetails.jsp?REF=P25/V2244/FUL
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/planning/ApplicationDetails.jsp?REF=P25/S3432/HH
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Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr S Cole, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and 
RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

All in favour. Ref: 287954
11e) Application P25/S3306/HH 122 Freeman Road Didcot OX11 

7DA
Proposal Erection of single storey extension and porch on front elevation.
Response date 27th November 2025
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr S Cole, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

All in favour. Ref: 287955
11f) Application P25/S1925/RM Land at Ladygrove East to the 

north of Hadden Hill (A4130) and 
east of Abingdon Road Didcot

Proposal Reserved Matters application for the approval of details relating to 
appearance, landscaping, scale and layout for Rich's Community 
Parkland, plus Phase 1 (249 no. dwellings) following the approval of 
outline planning permission P19/S0720/O (Additional information 
received 18 July 2025 and 24 October 2025)

Response date 27th November 2025 (Extended from 13th November)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application with the 
following comments:

Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee would 
like efforts by OCC to expedite the building of the NPR3 element as 
soon as possible as the Committee feels this could be a major 
contribution to traffic congestion in Didcot.

All in favour. Ref: 287956
11g) Application P25/S3481/HH 22 Meadow Way Didcot OX11 0AY

Proposal Removal of existing porch and replacement with new larger porch 
with wc/shower room. Extension to front elevation and around side, 
with rendered walls and pitched tiled roof.

Response date 3rd December 2025
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr S Cole, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to support this application.

All in favour. Ref: 287988
11h) Application P25/S3037/S73 Land at 60-68 Broadway Didcot 

OX11 8AE
Proposal Variation of condition 2 (Approved plans) on application 

P24/S2236/FUL (Change of use from a vacant site to a hand-
operated carwash lot with erection of a temporary timber frame office 

https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3306/HH
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S1925/RM
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3481/HH
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3037/S73
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and car wash canopies) - for layout changes following negotiation 
with Highways.

Response date 27th November 2025
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr C Jennings, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, 

and RESOLVED to object this application with the following 
comments:

Didcot Town Council’s Planning & Development Committee would 
like to submit an objection to this application. Whilst the comments 
submitted from the Highways authority have been noted and 
acknowledged, Didcot Town Council’s previous concerns regarding 
parking limitation have not been addressed. Furthermore, congestion 
on such a narrow road and having improper infrastructure in place, 
with a necessity to be reevaluated, presents a hazard to traffic.

All in favour. Ref: 287993
11i) Application P25/S3593/HH 29 Burton Agnes Avenue Didcot 

Oxford OX11 9GG
Proposal Construction of new solid roof conservatory to the rear of the 

property
Response date 8th December 2025
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

All in favour. Ref: 287989
11j) Application P25/S3558/HH Highfields 59 Reed Street Didcot 

OX11 6FL
Proposal Proposed ground floor side extension and partial garage conversion.
Response date 8th December 2025
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

All in favour. Ref: 287990
11k) Application P25/S3616/HH 22 Swarbourne Close Didcot OX11 

7UL
Proposal Replacement of roof and frames to existing conservatory.
Response date 10th December 2025
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr S Cole, seconded by Cllr D Rouane, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

All in favour. Ref: 287991
11l) Application P25/S3629/HH 1 Jordan Close Didcot OX11 7TS

Proposal Garage conversion
Response date 10th December 2025

https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3593/HH
http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/planning/ApplicationDetails.jsp?REF=P25/S3558/HH
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3616/HH
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3629/HH
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Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, and 
RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

All in favour. Ref: 287992

135.To note as listed: Planning Applications approved
The Committee noted the planning applications approved as listed.

Didcot Town 
Council’s 
recommendation

Planning 
Application Number

Proposal and Address

Didcot Town Council s 
Planning and 
Development 
Committee 
acknowledges the 
neighbour s concerns 
regarding drainage, 
specifically the down 
spout, and trusts that 
Officers will ensure an 
appropriate and 
effective solution is 
implemented.

P25/S2642/HH Proposed ground and first floor 
extension to the east side of the 
house.

32 Fairacres Road Didcot OX11 
8QG

No objection P25/S1460/FUL Erection of a detached self-build 
dwelling and attached double garage.
(Additional information received 25 
September and as amended by 
information
received 20 October 2025.)

Land to the rear of 96 & 98 Norreys 
Road Didcot OX11 0AN

No objection P25/S1842/FUL Conversion of existing Class E retail 
space to proposed residential 
development consisting of nine 1 and 
2 bedroom flats. (Additional 
information received 12 August and 
16 October 2025).

Unit 7 Market Place Didcot OX11 
7LE

No objection P25/S2958/FUL Change of use from public amenity to 
residential garden, new fence and
outbuilding (retrospective).
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1 Icknield Close Didcot OX11 7AU

136.To note as listed: Planning Applications refused
The Committee noted the planning applications refused as listed.

Didcot Town 
Council’s 
recommendation

Planning 
Application Number

Proposal and Address

Didcot Town Council s 
Planning and 
Development 
Committee wishes to 
object to this 
application while 
acknowledging the 
comments provided by 
the Highways Team. 
The Committee will 
withdraw its objection 
once the Highways 
Team is satisfied with 
the proposed 
measures.

P25/S1513/HH Dropped kerb to front of house.

65 Norreys Road Didcot OX11 0AW

137.To note as listed: Planning Applications withdrawn

The Committee noted the planning applications withdrawn as listed. 

Planning Application Number Proposal and Address

P25/S3220/LPD Single storey extension.

22 Meadow Way Didcot Oxon OX11 0AY

P25/S3136/LPD Rear extension.

1 Lynmouth Road Didcot OX11 8PW

138.To note as listed: Planning Applications referred
The Committee noted that no applications were referred.
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139.To note as listed: Planning Applications appealed
The Committee noted that no applications were appealed.

140.To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr H Macdonald provided a verbal update on the Neighbourhood Plan. It was stated 
that Cllr S Cole would be stepping down as the chair for the time being. The first 
meeting regarding the templates noted in the Planning & Development Committee 
Meeting on the 15th of October 2025 (Min: 109) would take place on the 11th of 
December 2025.

The meeting closed at 8.24pm.

Signed: _______________________________________________________________

Date: _________________________________________________________________
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Minutes of the

Planning and Development Committee
Wednesday 17th December 2025 at 7:30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot
PRESENT
Councillors:
Cllr C Jennings (Chair)
Cllr A Jones
Cllr H Macdonald
Cllr A Hudson
Cllr N Hards
Cllr S Cole

Officers:
P Bint (Estate Administrator)

141. To receive apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr D Macdonald. 

142. To receive declarations of interest
Declarations of interest were received from Cllr N Hards and Cllr A Jones regarding 
application P25/S3724/HH.

143. To approve the draft minutes of the meeting held on 26th November 2025
(attached)

It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and RESOLVED to 
approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting. All members agreed.

144.Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item
No questions were raised.

145.To note as listed: correspondence received regarding planning matters
The Committee noted the correspondence received. 

146. Applications for certificates of Lawful Development and Information only
There were no applications for Lawful Development received.

Didcot Town Council
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147.To note Planning Enforcement Breach of Condition Notice – Land at 
Ladygrove, Didcot

The Committee noted the Breach of Condition Notice.

148. To note the OCC consultation – Larch Drive/Diamond Drive (Didcot) 
Proposed Bus Gate Police Vehicle Exemption (attached)

The Committee noted the consultation.

149. To comment on OCC’s applications R3.0112/25

9) Application R3.0112/25 Reference number R3.0107/25

Proposal Details pursuant to Condition 14 (phased risk assessment in the Clifton 
Hampden bypass section of the development (partial discharge)) of planning 
permission no. (R3.0138/21)

Location A linear site comprising a corridor between the A34 Milton Interchange and the 
B4015 north of Clifton Hampden including part of the A4130 east of the A34 
Milton Interchange, land between Didcot and the former Didcot A Power Station 
and the Great Western Mainline, land to the north of Didcot where it crosses a 
private railway sidings and the River Thames to the west of Appleford-on-
Thames before joining the A415 west of Culham Station, land to the south of 
Culham Science Centre through to a connection with the B4015 north of Clifton 
Hampden

Response date 18th December 2025 (Extended from 15th December)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and RESOLVED to 

submit no objection this application.

150. To comment on OCC’s applications R3.0113/25

10) Application R3.0113/25 Reference number R3.0113/25

Proposal Details pursuant to Condition 34 (Details of noise monitoring equipment) of 
planning permission no. (R3.0138/21)

Location A linear site comprising a corridor between the A34 Milton Interchange and the 
B4015 north of Clifton Hampden including part of the A4130 east of the A34 
Milton Interchange, land between Didcot and the former Didcot A Power Station 
and the Great Western Mainline, land to the north of Didcot where it crosses a 
private railway sidings and the River Thames to the west of Appleford-on-
Thames before joining the A415 west of Culham Station, land to the south of 
Culham Science Centre through to a connection with the B4015 north of Clifton 
Hampden

Response date 18th December 2025 (Extended from 12th December)

https://myeplanning2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Disclaimer?returnUrl=%2FPlanning%2FDisplay%2FR3.0112%2F25%3Fcuuid%3D40CD6638-555E-4ABB-917A-888CE2355268
https://myeplanning2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Planning/Display/R3.0113/25?cuuid=E024125D-9800-4A0D-9883-4D50FA3BEF78
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Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and RESOLVED to 
submit no objection this application.

151. To comment on OCC’s applications R3.0114/25

11) Application R3.0114/25 Reference number R3.0114/25

Proposal Details pursuant to Condition 16 (drainage details in the Clifton Hampden 
bypass section of the development (partial discharge)) of planning permission 
no. (R3.0138/21)

Location A linear site comprising a corridor between the A34 Milton Interchange and the 
B4015 north of Clifton Hampden including part of the A4130 east of the A34 
Milton Interchange, land between Didcot and the former Didcot A Power Station 
and the Great Western Mainline, land to the north of Didcot where it crosses a 
private railway sidings and the River Thames to the west of Appleford-on-
Thames before joining the A415 west of Culham Station, land to the south of 
Culham Science Centre through to a connection with the B4015 north of Clifton 
Hampden

Response date 18th December 2025 (Extended from 15th December)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and RESOLVED to 

submit no objection this application.

152. To comment on OCC’s applications R3.0115/25

12) Application R3.0115/25 Reference number R3.0115/25

Proposal Details pursuant to Condition 17 (details of sustainable surface water drainage 
in the Clifton Hampden bypass section of the development (partial discharge)) of 
planning permission no. (R3.0138/21)

Location A linear site comprising a corridor between the A34 Milton Interchange and the 
B4015 north of Clifton Hampden including part of the A4130 east of the A34 
Milton Interchange, land between Didcot and the former Didcot A Power Station 
and the Great Western Mainline, land to the north of Didcot where it crosses a 
private railway sidings and the River Thames to the west of Appleford-on-
Thames before joining the A415 west of Culham Station, land to the south of 
Culham Science Centre through to a connection with the B4015 north of Clifton 
Hampden

Response date 18th December 2025 (Extended from 15th December)

https://myeplanning2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Planning/Display/R3.0114/25?cuuid=46CA2108-EECF-47A3-90D8-7BBD3A4B446A
https://myeplanning2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Planning/Display/R3.0115/25?cuuid=5887F818-6722-467B-A4CF-7D2822233721
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Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and RESOLVED to 
submit no objection this application.

153. To comment on OCC’s applications R3.0117/25

13) Application R3.0117/25 Reference number R3.0117/25

Proposal Details pursuant to Condition 6 (details of proposed lighting in the Didcot to 
Culham River Crossing section of the development (partial discharge)) of 
planning permission no. (R3.0138/21)

Location A linear site comprising a corridor between the A34 Milton Interchange and the 
B4015 north of Clifton Hampden including part of the A4130 east of the A34 
Milton Interchange, land between Didcot and the former Didcot A Power Station 
and the Great Western Mainline, land to the north of Didcot where it crosses a 
private railway sidings and the River Thames to the west of Appleford-on-
Thames before joining the A415 west of Culham Station, land to the south of 
Culham Science Centre through to a connection with the B4015 north of Clifton 
Hampden

Response date 19th December 2025 
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and RESOLVED to 

submit no objection this application.

154. To comment on OCC’s applications R3.0122/25

14) Application R3.0122/25 Reference number R3.0122/25

Proposal Details pursuant to Condition No. 4 (CTMP for the Clifton Hampden bypass 
section of the development (partial discharge)) of planning permission no. 
R3.0138/21

Location A linear site comprising a corridor between the A34 Milton Interchange and the 
B4015 north of Clifton Hampden including part of the A4130 east of the A34 
Milton Interchange, land between Didcot and the former Didcot A Power Station 
and the Great Western Mainline, land to the north of Didcot where it crosses a 
private railway sidings and the River Thames to the west of Appleford-on-
Thames before joining the A415 west of Culham Station, land to the south of 
Culham Science Centre through to a connection with the B4015 north of Clifton 
Hampden

Response date 31st December 2025 

https://myeplanning2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Planning/Display/R3.0117/25?cuuid=1D33B319-48F6-4674-BBA1-D5F7FE5CD81D
https://myeplanning2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Planning/Display/R3.0122/25?cuuid=D9402DC3-4733-4717-BEFF-6F677BABE12E
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Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and RESOLVED to 
submit no objection this application.

155. To comment on OCC’s applications R3.0123/25

15) Application R3.0123/25 Reference number R3.0123/25

Proposal Details pursuant to Condition No. 22 (Updated Tree Survey within the Didcot to 
Culham River Crossing section of the development (partial discharge)) of 
planning permission no. R3.0138/21

Location A linear site comprising a corridor between the A34 Milton Interchange and the 
B4015 north of Clifton Hampden including part of the A4130 east of the A34 
Milton Interchange, land between Didcot and the former Didcot A Power Station 
and the Great Western Mainline, land to the north of Didcot where it crosses a 
private railway sidings and the River Thames to the west of Appleford-on-
Thames before joining the A415 west of Culham Station, land to the south of 
Culham Science Centre through to a connection with the B4015 north of Clifton 
Hampden

Response date 31st December 2025 
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and RESOLVED to 

submit no objection this application.

155.To consider as listed: Planning Applications 

Consulted via email
16a) Application P25/S2226/FUL 89 Queensway Didcot OX11 8LX

Proposal Two storey side extension to create new dwelling together with 
creation of new dropped kerb on Queensway and provision of 
hardstanding at front of site and further subdivision of plot to create 
new dwelling in rear garden utilising existing vehicular access from 
Lockinge Close. (Amended information received 17 September 2025 
and as amended by plan received 21 November 2025). 

Amendment No. 2 – dated 21st November 2025
Response date 9th December 2025 
DTC’s previous 
response

The Planning and Development Committee reviewed the application 
and concluded that the submitted plans and documents do not 
provide sufficient information for members to determine whether the 
proposed private amenity space is adequate 21st August 2025. 

Agreed response Circulated to the Committee via email.

https://myeplanning2.oxfordshire.gov.uk/Planning/Display/R3.0123/25?cuuid=C2ACF686-BBF1-4A6A-830C-E211555EF327
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S2226/FUL
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The Didcot Town's Council Planning and Development Committee 
would like to object to this application due to the fact that viewed as a 
whole, the plans appear to show an inappropriate development at 
plot 89 and plot 89A. ref: 289553

16b) Application P25/S3540/HH 2 Blenheim Close Didcot OX11 7JJ
Proposal Demolish existing conservatory. Erection of a single storey extension 

on rear elevation
Response date 18th December 2025 (Extended from 11th December)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

Ref: 289636
16c) Application P25/S3657/S73 Cornerstone Arts Centre 25 

Station Road Didcot OX11 7NE
Proposal Variation of condition 2 (Approved plans) on planning application 

P25/S0351/FUL - to revise the design of M&E services. (Addition of 
rooftop-mounted photo-voltaic (PV) panels and of rooftop-mounted 
air-source and water-source heat pumps with associated plant).

Response date 18th December 2025 (Extended from 17th December)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr C Jennings, seconded by Cllr N Hards, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

Ref: 289637
16d) Application P25/S3724/HH 151 Lydalls Road Didcot OX11 7EA

Proposal Carport to frontage.
Response date 18th December 2025 (Extended from 17th December)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr H Macdonald, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

4 in favour, 2 abstain. Ref: 289638
16e) Application P25/S3686/HH 1 Haddon Terrace Didcot OX11 

7HY
Proposal Erection of first floor side extension.
Response date 18th December 2025 (Extended from 17th December)
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, 

and RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

Ref: 289639
16f) Application P25/S3729/HH 7 Dearne Place Didcot OX11 7UU

Proposal Single storey rear extension and over cover to front door (rain 
protection).

Response date 18th December 2025 
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr S Cole, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3540/HH
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3657/S73
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3724/HH
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3686/HH
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3729/HH
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Ref: 289640
16g) Application P25/S3682/HH 1 Lynmouth Road Didcot OX11 

8PW
Proposal Single storey rear extension.
Response date 19th December 2025 
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

Ref: 289641
16h) Application P25/V2462/FUL Land at Purchas Road Didcot 

OX11 7BF
Proposal Demolition of the existing building and structures on site, and all 

other associated site clearance works. Construction of a data centre 
building (Class B8) with plant at roof level with an emergency 
generator (1no.) and associated flue (provided within an external 
compound adjoining the data centre building), sprinkler tanks and 
pumphouse, security guard house, and provision of kiosk substation. 
The development also comprises the construction of a new access 
and internal road and circulation areas, footpaths, provision of car 
and bicycle parking, hard and soft landscaping and other associated 
works and ancillary site infrastructure.

Response date 24th December 2025 
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

Ref: 289642
16i) Application P25/V2562/S73 Zulu Farmhouse Didcot Road 

Harwell Didcot OX11 6DN
Proposal Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) on Planning Application 

P23/V2693/FUL To update the site layout in order to conform with 
the agreed highway works specified by Oxfordshire County Council 
and to let the S278 Agreement Process conclude. The demolition of 
a conservatory and construction of a single-storey extension (in 
place of the conservatory), construction of an access road, change of 
use from a 5-bedroom house (Use Class C3) to a 9-bedroom/10-
person HMO (Sui Generis), and installation of 9no. solar panels on 
the roof. (As amended by plans received 15 April 2024 altering 
extension and adding solar panels, reducing bedrooms from 10 to 9, 
additional access details and additional arboricultural report, and as 
amended by site plan and arboricultural report received 20 June 
2024)

Response date 3rd January 2026
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3682/HH
https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/V2462/FUL
https://data.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/java/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/V2562/S73
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Ref: 289643
16j) Application P25/S1790/FUL Verge by Abingdon Road / 

Broadway Didcot OX11 9BL
Proposal Construction and operation of a micro energy storage project. (2025-

12-05 Additional Information Provided Including Site Layout Plan)
Amendment No. 1 – dated 5th December 2025
Response date 23rd December 2025
DTC’s previous 
response

Didcot Town Council's Planning and Development Committee has no 
objections to this application but would like to submit the following 
comment. The Committee requests that the applicant take note of 
planning application P25/S1925/RM, particularly the close proximity 
of their proposed location to the footpath referenced in the reserved 
matters application – 31st July 2025. 

Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr S Cole, seconded by Cllr N Hards, and 
RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

Ref: 289644
16k) Application P25/S3899/D 5 Abingdon Road, Didcot, OX11 

8BL
Proposal Demolition of building.
Response date 10th January 2026
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection this application.

Ref: 689645
16l) Application P25/S3812/FUL Land between 127 & 129 

Brasenose Road Didcot Oxon 
OX11 7BP

Proposal Development of two flats.
Response date 10th January 2026
Agreed response It was proposed by Cllr C Jennings, seconded by Cllr N Hards, and 

RESOLVED to submit no objection with the following comments:

“Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development Committee would 
like to submit no objection providing that the rear garden is 
accessible from the first floor flat.”

Ref: 289646

156.To note as listed: Planning Applications approved
The Committee noted the planning applications approved as listed.

Didcot Town 
Council’s 
recommendation

Planning 
Application Number

Proposal and Address

https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S1790/FUL#exactline
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3899/D
https://data.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P25/S3812/FUL
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Didcot Town Council s 
Planning and 
Development 
Committee would like 
to object to this 
application, as Didcot 
Town Council has a 
Statutory Duty to 
provide allotment land 
when a demand is 
present, as per 
Section 23 of the 
Small Holdings and 
Allotments Act 1908. 
There is currently a 
long waiting list on all 
the allotment sites 
owned by Didcot Town 
Council, and the 
redevelopment of this 
land would breach the 
Statutory Duty.

P24/S4028/FUL Erection of new mental health 
recovery centre (as amended by 
drwgnos P.1582 080D, P.1582 081 D 
and P.1582 P083 C received on 20 
March 2025 and amplified by drainage 
layout detail received on 14 April 2025 
and additional information received 2 
May 2025. And as amended and 
amplified by information received 14 
May 2025, 1 July 2025, 22 September 
2025 and 13 October 2025).

Restore Sandringham Road Didcot 
OX11 8TP

No objection P25/S3144/HH Loft conversion with side dormer, and 
rear single storey extension, and part
garage conversion.

51 Bluebell Lane Didcot OX11 6GT
No objection P25/S3193/HH Proposed ground floor front, side and 

rear extensions works to include the
conversion of the garage into a 
habitable space.

10 Garth Road Didcot OX11 7JG
No objection P25/S2320/S73 Variation of conditions 2 (approved 

plans) for the relocation of the 
disabled parking bays and the central 
plant compound and 4 (Noise Impact
Assessment) to allow for more robust 
noise mitigation measures on 
planning application P25/S0282/FUL 
(The proposed development forms 
part of the Public sector
Decarbonisation Scheme and is as 
follows:
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- Installation of photovoltaic panels on 
the roof of Didcot Wave Leisure 
Centre.
- Installation of an electricity sub 
station enclosure.
- Installation of two LTHW air source 
heat pumps, in addition to three
refrigerant condenser units).

The Didcot Wave Newlands Avenue 
Didcot OX11 8NX

No objection P25/S3248/HH Two storey side and single storey rear 
extensions.

22 Mowbray Road Didcot OX11 8SU
No objection P25/S3297/HH Ground floor rear extension.

41 Manor Road Didcot OX11 7JZ

157.To note as listed: Planning Applications refused
The Committee noted the planning applications refused as listed.

Didcot Town 
Council’s 
recommendation

Planning 
Application Number

Proposal and Address

The Committee notes 
that it is unclear how 
access to both flats 
would be achieved, as 
this is not clearly 
shown on the 
submitted plans.

P25/S2150/FUL Two storey side extension providing 
one bed flats to ground floor and first
floor.

72 Oxford Crescent Didcot OX11 
7AX

158.To note as listed: Planning Applications withdrawn

The Committee noted the planning applications withdrawn as listed. 

Planning Application Number Proposal and Address

P25/V1373/S73 Variation of condition 2 (approved plans), 8 (Car 
Parking ), 9 (HY17 - (Closure of Existing Access), 11 
(boundary details) and 12 (bike parking) on Planning 
Permission P23/V2693/FUL (The demolition of a 
conservatory and construction of a single-storey
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extension (in place of the conservatory), construction 
of an access road, change of use from a 5-bedroom 
house (Use Class C3) to a 9-bedroom/10- person 
HMO (Sui Generis), and installation.

Zulu Farmhouse Didcot Road Harwell Didcot 
OX11 6DN

P25/S0607/HH Dropped kerb at front of property.

10 Haydon Road Didcot OX11 7JD

159.To note as listed: Planning Applications referred
The Committee noted that no applications were referred.

160.To note as listed: Planning Applications appealed
The Committee noted that no applications were appealed.

161.To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan
Cllr H Macdonald provided a verbal update on the Neighbourhood Plan. It was 
explained that the Neighbourhood Plan were aiming to have a Teams meeting through 
DTC, although technical failures meant this could not proceed.

It was also stated that two more templates had been received regarding zoning and the 
process of obtaining national level authorisation. These are to be circulated to the 
Committee once received.

The Committee expressed gratitude towards the Deputy Clerk and the Estate 
Administrator for their work throughout the year.

The meeting closed at 8.12pm.

Signed: _______________________________________________________________

Date: _________________________________________________________________
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Finance and General Purposes Committee
24th November 2025 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Didcot Civic Hall

Minutes
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 
by the next meeting of this Committee.

Present:

Councillor G Roberts (Acting Chair)
Councillor J Broadbent
Councillor N Hards
Councillor D Aragao
Councillor H Macdonald
Councillor L Hislop

Officers:

Mrs Janet Wheeler – Town Clerk & RFO 
Mrs Lucy Blake – Deputy Town Clerk 

Mr Martin Gillett from the Oxfordshire Play Association was in attendance. 

77. To receive apologies
Apologies were tendered from Cllr T Worgan. All other members were present. 

78.To receive declarations of interests. Members are reminded to declare 
any interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance 
with Didcot Town Council’s code of conduct

No declarations were received. 

79.To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 20th October 2025
It was proposed by Cllr D Aragao, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
approve the minutes as an accurate record and note them as such. The vote was 
unanimous. 

80. Questions on the Minutes as to the progress of any item
There were no questions.

81.To note the grant reports from Home Start; Sustainable Didcot; and 
Water refill from GWR

It was proposed by Cllr G Roberts, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED 
to suspend Standing Orders to allow the resident to speak on their grant aid 
application. The vote was unanimous. 

Didcot Town Council
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Mr Gillett addressed the Committee regarding his £1,000 Grant Aid application to 
support the Oxfordshire Play Association’s Free Activity Day scheduled to take place 
in Edmonds Park in June 2026. He advised that the event is free to attend and 
provides a range of free activities, with a particular focus on promoting physical and 
mental wellbeing. He noted that the event has been consistently well-attended and, 
for the upcoming year, has secured support from several authorities.

Cllr H Macdonald queried the extent to which healthy living would be promoted at the 
event, noting the increasing public awareness of ultra-processed foods. Mr Gillett
advised that the event does not include sweet stalls, but instead offers initiatives 
such as a ‘smoothie bike,’ allowing participants to make healthy smoothies through 
cycling. He further reported that he has worked in partnership with the Public Health 
Team at Oxfordshire County Council.

Cllr L Hislop asked about provisions for individuals with special needs. Mr Gillett
explained that previous funding had enabled the event to offer an additional ‘quiet 
hour’ in the morning and confirmed that many of the activities are designed to be 
accessible to all.

Cllr D Aragao enquired whether voluntary funding had been explored. Mr Gillett
confirmed that donation boxes are available at the event, but contributions received 
to date have been minimal.

Members thanked Mr Gillett for his presentation, and Standing Orders were 
reinstated, with all members in agreement. 

Mr Gillett left the meeting at this point. 

82.To consider a grant application from Oxfordshire Play Association 
(£1,000) and to discuss the Christmas lunch situation

Members considered this application and the benefit it provides to many residents of 
Didcot. All members were in support of this event and application.
It was proposed by Cllr J Broadbent, seconded by Cllr G Roberts, and RESOLVED 
to award the full amount, £1,000, for this application. The vote was unanimous.

The Town Clerk provided a verbal update on the Free Christmas Lunch application. 
She explained that the applicant had experienced difficulties securing a chef, and 
that the venue hosting the event had offered to provide the food in a buffet style at a 
cost of £55 per head. As a result, it was necessary to reduce the number of 
attendees, with only regular participants to be invited this year. Given the increased 
cost, it was suggested that the applicant submit a larger grant application to support 
this worthwhile initiative.

While Cllr J Broadbent noted that the Grant Aid budget remained relatively high, the 
Town Clerk confirmed that Didcot Town Council had received three large 
applications scheduled for consideration at the January meeting, with a fourth 
substantial application anticipated. Members agreed that supporting the current 
application was the appropriate course of action.
It was proposed by Cllr J Broadbent, seconded by Cllr G Roberts, and RESOLVED 
to encourage the applicant to submit a formal application to ensure any shortfall 
could be covered. The vote was unanimous. 
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83.To review and approve the monthly finance statements for September 
2025

Members reviewed the statements.

It was proposed by Cllr G Roberts, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, and RESOLVED 
to approve the monthly finance statements for September 2025. The vote was 
unanimous. 

84.To review the budget figures for Sept/Oct 2025 and the projected end of 
year figures for 25-26

The Committee reviewed the budget figures for the period and the projected end of 
year figures for 25-26. The Town Clerk explained that these figures were likely to 
change as the year progresses. 

85.To review the proposed budget figures for 2026-2027
Members reviewed the proposed budget for the 2026–2027 financial year. It was 
noted that this is a working document and may be subject to change.

The Town Clerk confirmed that Didcot Town Council had received the confirmed tax 
base from the District Council, set at an increase of 1.5%. With a working precept of 
6.5%, this would result in an increase of 5% on a Band D property, which represents 
the average household used as a reference point for council tax calculations.

Cllr L Hislop queried the need for an increase to the legal fees cost centre in 
anticipation of potential advice and work relating to the Restore proposal. It was 
confirmed that the Council would first need to decide how to proceed before any 
estimates for legal advice could be determined. The decision would guide the next 
steps, which, if the Council resolved to support the proposal, could include land 
valuation and public consultation, with the results submitted to the Secretary of State 
for updated permission to dispose of allotment land. Any lease of a potential building 
would also constitute a disposal of an asset and would be subject to relevant 
disposal legislation and Government permission. 

Cllr J Broadbent enquired as to whether a risk management plan could be drafted to 
identify potential costs to the Council, to enable members to make a risk managed 
decision.

It was proposed by Cllr J Broadbent, seconded by Cllr D Aragao, and RESOLVED to 
draft a risk management plan. The vote was 5 in favour, 1 against.

86.To consider the report on the proposal of hosting a Mental Health First 
Aider training session for staff and the possible virement of EMR

Members considered the report and acknowledged the need for the proposed 
training. It was proposed by Cllr J Broadbent, seconded by Cllr D Aragao, and 
RESOLVED to approve the hosting of a Mental Health First Aider training session for 
staff, to be delivered by Oxfordshire Mind (Company Two) at a cost of £2,500. The 
vote was unanimous.

Any virement to the Training and Conferences cost centre will be confirmed in a 
report on the ear-marked reserves at the next Committee meeting.
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87.The review the first internal audit report
The Committee reviewed the first internal audit report and noted there were no areas 
of concern and no actions required. 

88.To respond to the consultation on funding for the next three years of 
contributions to the LGPS

The Town Clerk confirmed that pension fund valuations are conducted every three 
years. As a result of the funding level increasing to 123%, the proposed contribution 
rate from 1st April 2026 will reduce to 19.9%.

It was noted that Oxfordshire County Council will host a face-to-face Employer 
Forum in January 2026, providing an opportunity for interested Councillors to learn 
more about pensions, and ask any questions they may have.

It was proposed by Cllr G Roberts, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, and RESOLVED 
to APPROVE the actions outlined in the report and to RECOMMEND that Full 
Council note the contribution rate from 1st April 2026. The vote was unanimous.

89.To request permission to draw down £300,000 from the CCLA bond
It was proposed by Cllr N Hards, seconded by Cllr G Roberts and RESOLVED to 
draw down £300,000 from the CCLA bond. The vote was unanimous. 

90.Progress report
Members reviewed the progress report. The Deputy Town Clerk confirmed that work 
on the accessible pathway project in Millennium Woods has commenced, with the 
Ladygrove project planned as the second phase.

91.Exclusion of the press and public 
It was RESOLVED to exclude the press and public from the meeting pursuant to 
Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 1960 on the grounds that 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted. 

92.To review the quotes for the following insurances: main insurance (three 
year deal); motor insurance (annual) and cyber insurance (annual)

The last full Council meeting on 3rd November 2025 delegated the insurance renewal 
to the F&GP Committee. Members reviewed the insurance quote included with the 
agenda, as well as a second quote that was received after circulation and presented 
at the meeting.

While the Council was satisfied with their current insurance provider, the second 
quote was considerably more cost-effective. The saving was in the region of 
£11,792. 

It was proposed by Cllr G Roberts, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, and RESOLVED 
to accept the quote received from company two, James Hallam, at a cost of
£23,650.11 including the fleet @ £2,111.84. The cyber insurance @ £892.24 would 
also be renewed. These prices were inclusive of IPT and all fees. The vote was 
unanimous. 
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93.To review the draft ‘Making and Installing’ contract for the S106 Public 
Art project in Edmonds Park and recommend approval to Full Council

Members reviewed the draft contract for the second phase of the S106 Public Art 
project in Edmonds Park.

It was proposed by Cllr G Roberts, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED 
to RECOMMEND approval of the contract at the next meeting of Full Council in 
January 2026. The vote was unanimous.

The meeting closed at 9.07pm.

Signed: _______________________(Chair) Date: __________________
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Finance and General Purposes Committee
15th December 2025 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Didcot Civic Hall

Minutes
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 
by the next meeting of this Committee.

Present:

Councillor T Worgan (Chair)
G Roberts (Deputy Chair)
Councillor J Broadbent
Councillor N Hards
Councillor D Aragao
Councillor H Macdonald
Councillor L Hislop

Officers:

Mrs Janet Wheeler – Town Clerk & RFO 
Mrs Lucy Blake – Deputy Town Clerk 

94. To receive apologies
No apologies were received; all members were present. 

95.To receive declarations of interests. Members are reminded to declare 
any interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance 
with Didcot Town Council’s code of conduct

No declarations were received. 

96.To agree the Minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2025
It was proposed by Cllr J Broadbent, seconded by Cllr D Aragao, and RESOLVED to 
approve the minutes as an accurate record and note them as such. The vote was 
unanimous. 

97. Questions on the Minutes as to the progress of any item
There were no questions.

98.To review and approve the monthly finance statements for October 2025
Cllr H Macdonald queried the £44,914.25 payment on the bank statement. The Town 
Clerk confirmed that this was salaries.
Cllr D Aragao queried cost centre 150/4191 Xmas Light Revenue; the Town Clerk 
confirmed that this was not an income, rather that the Council pay for storage of the 
Christmas Lights along with the hire costs. It was confusing as it was named 

Didcot Town Council
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“Revenue”. The Town Clerk will provide a break down of this cost centre and the 
status of the CAP cost centre 199/4901 CAP – Christmas Lights for the next 
meeting. 

It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
approve the monthly finance statements for October 2025. The vote was unanimous. 

99.To review the budget figures for Nov/Dec 2025 and the projected end of 
year figures

The Committee reviewed the budget figures for the period and the projected year-
end figures for 25-26. 
Cllr T Worgan requested a sum of £20,000 to be added to the 26-27 budget for the 
replacement of twelve street signs in Didcot. The Town Clerk confirmed that this 
would constitute a capital expenditure and that the Council could therefore utilise 
cost centre 199/4902, ‘CAP Equipment/Furniture’, for this project. 
Cllr T Worgan also requested a sum of £5,000 to be set aside for the ‘Faiths
Together’ event being arranged by the Lord Lieutenant. The Town Clerk confirmed 
that this would be reflected in an earmarked reserve. All ear marked reserves would 
be reviewed in more detail at the February meeting of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee, with a recommendation to be presented for ratification at the 
March meeting of Full Council. The Committee noted the figures for the Nov/Dec 
2025. 

100.To approve the recommendation for the precept request for 2026-2027
The Committee reviewed the precept request as part of the 2026-2027 budget. The 
precept recommendation of £1,714,966 was proposed on a tax base of 11,442.4 
which would result in a Band D property paying £149.87 per annum – an increase of 
7% or 5.5% on the council tax statement. 

The working tax base has risen from 11,277.4 to 11,442.4; the number of tax paying 
properties in Didcot has risen from 14,186 to 14,345 – an increase of approximately 
1.5% based on increased housing and tax-paying properties. On this precept, the 
Band D tax would rise from £142.12 per annum to £149.87 – an actual rise of 5.5%. 

It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald and RESOLVED 
to RECOMMEND the precept for the 2026-2027 financial year of £1,714,966 to Full 
Council. The vote was unanimous. 

101.To approve and recommend the final budget figures for 2026-2027
The budget figures were based on a working precept of £1,714,966 and a surplus of 
£25,132. The Committee reviewed and discussed the proposed figures for the 2026–
2027 financial year.

It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr G Roberts and RESOLVED to 
RECOMMEND the final budget figures for 2026–2027 for approval at the Full 
Council meeting on 5th January 2026. The vote was unanimous.

102.To consider the report of the Independent Remuneration Panel for 
Town and Parish Councils

Members reviewed the independent report in detail. They noted that adopting the 
remuneration recommendations outlined in the report could make the role of Town 
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Councillor accessible to a broader section of the community. However, Members felt 
that any approved recommendations should be implemented from the next local 
election, so that current Town Councillors would not benefit from the remuneration.

It was proposed by Cllr D Aragao, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
RECOMMEND the adoption of the recommendations in the report from the 
Independent Remuneration Panel for Town and Parish Councils to Full Council, to 
take effect from the next local election. The vote was unanimous.

103.To approve the CIL Annual Report from 1 April to 31 March 2025
The Committee noted the report and the increased percentage when Didcot 
completes its Neighbourhood Plan. It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan and seconded 
by Cllr N Hards to approve the calculations for the CIL Annual Report. The vote was 
unanimous. 

104.To up-date the Committee on the draw down of funds from CCLA
The Town Clerk provided a verbal update on the previously approved decision to 
draw down £300,000 from the CCLA bond (Minute 89). A sum of £150,000 had been 
withdrawn in early December, with the remaining £150,000 scheduled to be 
withdrawn in mid-January, should it be required. The Town Clerk further reported 
that the CCLA bond is currently accruing almost £5,000 per annum in interest.

105.Progress report
Members reviewed the report. Work on the CCTV cameras is now underway, 
following earlier difficulties in communication with the contractor.

It was confirmed that planning permission had been granted to Restore for their 
proposed building on the New Road allotment site. The Town Clerk reported that a 
company had been identified to carry out a valuation of the site.

Cllr J Broadbent highlighted that the risks associated with the project still need to be 
clearly identified before any decisions are made. Cllr H Macdonald expressed 
concern, both in his capacity as a Town Cllr and as a Trustee of Fleet Meadow 
Community Hall, regarding the proposed building’s reliance on the hall’s existing 
drainage system. Cllr Macdonald also stated that the legal ownership of the Fleet 
Meadow car park could present issues that needed to be clarified before any 
permission could be given. At present, Members indicated that they are unable to 
support the project but would be open to establishing a line of communication once 
all professional advice had been received. 

It was agreed to remove the Skate Park from the progress report for the time being. 

The Town Clerk confirmed that £5,000 will be earmarked for defensive planting, with 
further discussion to take place at the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
meeting in February. 

Cllr T Worgan stated that the staff training budget should be proportionate to the 
number of staff and sufficient to meet their training needs.

106.Exclusion of the press and public 
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It was RESOLVED to exclude the press and public from the meeting pursuant to 
Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 1960 on the grounds that 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted. 

At this point, the Town Clerk and the Deputy Town Clerk left the meeting to enable 
the Committee to consider the two confidential items.

107.To review the report from the Local Council Consultancy (LCC) and the 
recommendation from the Personnel and Administration Committee

It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
RECOMMEND the adoption of the report’s recommendations, as supported by the 
Personnel and Administration Committee, to Full Council. The vote was unanimous.

108.To review and approve the salary recommendations from the 
Personnel and Administration Committee relating to the 26-27 financial 
year

It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
RECOMMEND the approval of the salary recommendations for the 2026–27 
financial year to Full Council. The vote was unanimous.

The meeting closed at 8.31pm.

Signed: _______________________(Chair) Date: __________________
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Finance & General Purposes Committee

Recommendation to full Council meeting on 
5th January 2026

Report author: Lucy Blake 

Recommendation Minute 88 – To note the new contribution 
rate for LGPS pensions for the next three years 

The Committee noted the update from the Town Clerk on the LGPS contributions and 
approved the actions which were requested by the Head of the Pension Fund.

The actions included:

1. Confirming the receipt and understanding of the results schedule
2. Confirming acknowledgement (or otherwise) to the contribution rate in payment 

from 1st April 2026
3. Provide any comments about the results
4. Respond to the FSS consultation by 19th December 2025- completed

The deadline for actions 1-3, is 31st January 2026.

The extract of minute 88 follows:

“It was proposed by Cllr G Roberts, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, and RESOLVED to 
APPROVE the actions outlined in the report and to RECOMMEND that Full Council 
note the contribution rate from 1st April 2026. The vote was unanimous.”

For clarity – the contribution rate has fallen from 21.7% to 19.9% due to improved 
performance of the pension investments. 

Recommendation
That the Council formally notes the LGPS contribution rate of 19.9% from 1st April 2026
for three years. 

Lucy Blake 
Deputy Town Clerk

Didcot Town Council
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Finance & General Purposes Committee

Recommendation to full Council meeting on 
5th January 2026

Report author: Lucy Blake 

Recommendation Minute 100 – To approve the 
recommendation for the precept request for 2026-2027

Under Section 42 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, Didcot Town Council is 
required to calculate and notify its precept to the billing authority (South Oxfordshire 
District Council) each financial year. This statutory duty ensures that the Council has 
the necessary funds to meet its planned expenditure and operate effectively. The 
Council’s Responsible Financial Officer, in accordance with Section 151 of the Local 
Government Act 1972, is responsible for ensuring proper financial administration, 
including preparation and approval of the budget.

The extract of minute 100 follows:

“The Committee reviewed the precept request as part of the 2026-2027 budget. The 
precept recommendation of £1,714,966 was proposed on a tax base of 11,442.4 which 
would result in a Band D property paying £149.87 per annum – an increase of 7% or 
5.5% on the council tax statement. 

The working tax base has risen from 11,277.4 to 11,442.4; the number of tax paying 
properties in Didcot has risen from 14,186 to 14,345 – an increase of approximately 
1.5% based on increased housing and tax-paying properties. On this precept, the Band 
D tax would rise from £142.12 per annum to £149.87 – an actual rise of 5.5%. 

It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald and RESOLVED to 
RECOMMEND the precept for the 2026-2027 financial year of £1,714,966 to Full 
Council. The vote was unanimous.”

Recommendation
That the Council formally approves the precept request of £1,714,966 for 2026 – 2027.

Lucy Blake 
Deputy Town Clerk

Didcot Town Council
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Finance & General Purposes Committee

Recommendation to full Council meeting on 
5th January 2026

Report author: Lucy Blake 

Recommendation Minute 101 – To approve and recommend 
the final budget figures for 2026-2027

Under Section 42 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, the Council is legally 
required to set a budget each financial year in order to determine the precept.

The extract of minute 101 follows:

“The budget figures were based on a working precept of £1,714,966 and a surplus of 
£25,132. The Committee reviewed and discussed the proposed figures for the 2026–
2027 financial year.

It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr G Roberts and RESOLVED to 
RECOMMEND the final budget figures for 2026–2027 for approval at the Full Council 
meeting on 5th January 2026. The vote was unanimous.”

Recommendation
That the Council formally approve the final budget figures for the 2026-2027 financial 
year. 

Lucy Blake 
Deputy Town Clerk

Didcot Town Council
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Report from the Parish and Town Councils Independent Remuneration Panel
December 2025

1. Introduction

The Parish Remuneration Panel was convened by South Oxfordshire and Vale of White 
Horse District Councils as the ‘Responsible Authority’s’ so required by the 2003 
Regulations:

The Local Authorities (Members Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003
Statutory Instrument 2003 No. 1021 and the amendment – Statutory Instrument 2003 No. 
1692

The Guidance issued on these regulations for Parish Allowances/ or Members of Parish 
Council is:

“91. Parish councils may choose to pay their members an allowance, known as ‘parish 
basic allowance’, to recognise the time and effort they put into their parish duties. There 
is no obligation on parish councils to pay such allowances. Each parish council may 
make an allowance available to its chair only, or to each of its members. Where all 
members receive an allowance, the amount payable to the chair may be different to that 
paid to other members, but otherwise the amount paid to each member must be the 
same. Parish basic allowance is a discretionary allowance. It may be paid in a lump sum, 
or at intervals throughout the year.

92. If a parish council wishes to pay a basic allowance, it should have regard to a 
recommendation from its parish remuneration panel. This is a panel set up to make 
recommendations to parishes in its area. The membership of a parish remuneration panel 
will be the same as the independent remuneration panel of the district or county council 
within whose area the parish is situated. The panel will make a recommendation as to 
whom basic allowance should be paid, and the level of the allowance.”

(New Council Constitutions: Guidance on Regulation for Local Authority Allowances, 
DCLG, 2003)
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2. Terms of Reference

The Panel was asked to consider and make recommendations to Parish Councils 
regarding:

• Basic Allowance
• Chair’s Allowance
• Travel and Subsistence Allowance
• Indexation

The Parish Independent Remuneration Panel

The Parish Independent Remuneration Panel comprised the same membership as the 
Independent Remuneration Panel which undertook the review of allowances for the 
Councils.

The Panel comprised the following members:

• David Rushton, Local resident, Chair IRP Panel
• Eugenie Buchan, Local resident
• Emeritus Professor Colin Copus

The Panel agreed the report via email.  

3. Approach

The Panel agreed to use the methodology adopted by previous IRPs when making 
recommendations on parish council allowances.

4. Arriving at the Recommendations

4.1 The Panel was of the view that, whilst parish councillors did not stand for office for 
any financial reward, an allowance could actively support someone in the 
councillor role and that it was essential to be able to attract parish councillors from 
a wide range of backgrounds.

4.2 Furthermore, if as a result of Local Government Reform, the formation of a new 
unitary authority in Oxfordshire leads to the abolition of the district council, parish 
councils could well take on some new responsibilities. In which case councillors 
are likely to play a more significant role in local governance and should not be out 
of pocket for undertaking the role.

5. Recommendations

5.1 Basic Allowance

The Local Authorities (Members Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003 Statutory 
Instrument 2003 No. 1021 state the basic allowance recommended by a Parish 
Independent Remuneration Panel can be for any amount up to 100 per cent of the basic
allowance paid by South Oxfordshire District Council.
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The Panel therefore recommends that those parishes who feel that a basic 
allowance would be appropriate should be able to pay an amount up to 5% of the 
Basic Allowance of South Oxfordshire District Council. 

The Basic Allowance for South Oxfordshire District Council for 2025/26 is £8,391; 5% of 
this is £420. This should only be paid to Members who are elected not those co-opted.

5.2 Chair’s Allowance.

The Chair’s allowance that can be recommended by the Parish Independent 
Remuneration Panel can be for any amount up to 100 percent of the Basic Allowance 
paid by South Oxfordshire District Council. The Panel is of the view that any decision 
regarding the payment of a Chair’s Allowance and the level of that allowance should be 
left entirely to the discretion of individual parish councils, taking into account individual 
local circumstances, whilst adhering to the recommended maximum allowance.

The Panel therefore recommends the Chair’s Allowance should be up to 15% of the 
District Council’s Basic Allowance.  The Basic Allowance is £8,391; 15% of this is 
£1,259. The Chair’s allowance can be in addition to the Basic Allowance, or not, if 
no Basic Allowance is paid.

5.3 Travel and Subsistence.

The Panel recommended that travel and subsistence for Parish and Town Councils 
should be at the same rates paid to South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District
Council Members. The Panel recommends that the Parish Councils should pay a 
mileage allowance of 45p per mile (for a car) which is in line with the HMRC 
recommendations. Subsistence rates should be paid in line with the District 
Council councillors.

5.4 Indexation of Allowances

The indexation of the allowances paid to Members of the parish and town councils should 
be in line with the indexation applied to Members Allowances at South Oxfordshire and 
Vale of White Horse District Councils, namely linked to staff salary increases of Council 
employees.

5.5 Foregoing Allowances

A parish/town councillor may choose not to receive all or part of any allowance to which 
they would otherwise be entitled. To do so they must give written notice to the proper 
officer of the parish/town council.

5.6 Publicity

Regarding the allowances, the Panel recommends that the Parish Councils act in 
accordance with the following guidance (Section 5, Paragraph 30 of the Regulations 
(SI2003 No. 1021):

“Parish councils are required to publicise their allowances in a notice or notices 
conspicuous in their area. These notices must remain in place for at least 14 days. In 
addition, they must make a record of the allowances they have paid available for 
inspection at reasonable notice. They must provide copies of this record on request and
may charge a reasonable fee for this. Parishes must also publish details of the parish 
remuneration panel reports. Again, these are minimum requirements, and parish councils
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may wish to go further in making local people aware of their allowances scheme and 
payment levels. For example, they may wish to circulate details of their allowances in the 
parish newsletter, if they have one, place them on a website, or publish them in one or 
more local newspapers.”

5.7 Publication

The Panel recommends that the Parish Clerk should publicise the allowances 
scheme to all Parish Councillors

David Rushton (Chair of the Independent Remuneration Panel)
November 2025
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Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct
record by the next meeting of this committee.

PRESENT
Councillors:
Cllr S Cole (Deputy Chair)
Cllr A Macdonald
Cllr A Hudson
Cllr D Rouane
Cllr A Jones 

39. To receive apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr G Roberts and Cllr S Nohre. In Cllr G Roberts 
absence, Cllr S Cole, as Deputy Chair, chaired the meeting.

Cllr A Hudson proposed co-opting Cllr A Jones as a substitute for Cllr G Roberts. 
This was seconded by Cllr D Rouane, and it was resolved to co-opt Cllr A Jones as a 
substitute member for this committee meeting. All agreed. 

40. To receive declarations of interest
No declarations of interest were received.

41. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 29th September 2025 as a true 
and correct record
It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by Cllr A Macdonald, and RESOLVED
to APPROVE the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting, and note 
them as such.
All members agreed.

42. Questions on the minutes and review the progress report

Environment & Climate Committee
Monday 17th November 2025 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall

Minutes

Didcot Town Council

Officers:
Mrs L Blake (Deputy Town Clerk - DC)
Mr M Blake (Outdoor Services Manager - OSM)
Mr P Bint (Estate Administrator – EA)
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Progress report
Meeting Item Comments Review date/meeting

Investigate chicanes/bollards at Stubbings 
Land.

Hedges are all cut back – DTC will monitor. Monitoring. 

15.07.2024 – min 17 Recommend the potential relocation, 
replacement and investigations into the 
skate park and adjacent area in Ladygrove, 
to Full Council.

OSM and EA have conducted a site visit with a 
skatepark company to discuss options.

28.07.2025 – min 20 Noticeboards for three play parks The three play park noticeboards have been 
installed.

Completed

29.09.2025 – min 38 Do not feed ducks/geese’ signs. Draft posters have been created. Further designs 
have been amended, and the design stage is 
currently in progress.

Verbal update 
17.11.2025

29.09.2025 Repair the roundabout at Great Western 
Drive Park

29.09.2025 Install new life buoys at the Lakes Covered in OSM’s report. Completed.
29.09.2025 S106 Public Art project in Edmonds Park Works have started, consultation event in Edmonds 

Park pavilion has been held, with children decorating 
stones for use inside the benches. 

On-going. 

Future Projects
Investigate water supply at the lakes. The Council investigated this in the past and many 

ideas were looked into.
On-going.

Art grants to potentially create a lake feature 
and/or literary trail for children. 

Will be discussed with SODC staff at a Public Art 
meeting Thursday 17th July 2025. 

On-going.

Investigate specific Ladygrove events, or 
events that can ‘travel around’ other parks.

Discuss in more detail for a future agenda. Will this 
be DTC events? A budget will be needed etc. 

On-going.

Walking Trail to Wittenham Clumps. Been confirmed there is already a trail but maybe 
this could be improved? Could be added to SODC’s 
Wayfinding project. 

On-going.



Environment & Climate Committee Meeting
Minutes 17.11.2025

4ci. E&C minutes 17th November 2025 - M3 

Cllr A Hudson enquired as to whether any progress had been made on the bollards on Stubbings Land, to which the OSM 
confirmed there had not been, but that he had plans to try to make direct contact with the developer. 

The EA gave a verbal update on the progress on the ‘Do not feed ducks/geese’ signs and the S106 Public Art Project in Edmonds 
Park. The signage is still a work in progress and the S106 Public Art Project is entering Phase 2.
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43. To note the Income and Expenditure to date for the Environment and 
Climate Committee report, as updated on 6th November 2025
The Committee noted the income and expenditure as updated on 6th November 
2025.

44. To consider the Outdoor Services Manager’s report
The Committee noted the Outdoor Services Manager’s report and considered the 
recommendations.

Edmonds Park
10. The OSM stated during tree works on Edmonds Park, two trees were felled 
resulting in a total number lost over the past two years to six. Five trees went under 
decay detection to test their structural integrity resulting in a further two trees 
needing to be felled and three to undergo further work. This means the total tree loss 
in Edmonds Park will be eight. Two quotes had been received to carry out the work. 
Company 1 came at a cost of £3,360.00 +VAT and Company 2 came at a cost of 
£2,985.00 +VAT. 

A map was sent to Councillors via email showing which trees had been felled and 
were due to be felled, and where the proposed placement of the new trees would be. 

The Committee was asked to consider which Company to use to do the maintenance 
work and to determine the locations for planting at least eight new trees. 

The OSM stated that DTC has worked with Company 1 previously, although they 
subcontract their work and Company 2 is a local company.

It was proposed by Cllr A Macdonald, seconded by Cllr A Jones, and RESOLVED to 
approve to proceed with Company 2 at a cost of £2,985.00 + VAT and to have the 
eight trees planted at the proposed locations. All members agreed. 

13. The OSM explained that the football pitches are not getting enough time to rest 
and therefore need some additional work completed on them to ensure they are fit 
for purpose. The OSM discovered that hiring the equipment to complete this task 
and undertaking the work in-house would be more cost effective than hiring a 
contractor. 

It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by Cllr A Macdonald, and RESOLVED
to proceed with hiring the equipment and completing the work in-house at a cost of 
£1,545.00 +VAT. This would be funded from EMR 332. All members agreed.

Ladygrove Lakes and Mounds
19. The OSM explained that the Ladygrove Fishing club had been in contact 
regarding the results of the recent lake netting task. Whilst one lake has an oxygen 
level of 8, the nature lake with (no intentional fish) yielded an oxygen level of 33. The 
lake will require maintenance. The proposed maintenance work as stated by the 
fishing club are as follows:
- Repair bank erosion around the perimeter of the lake using a small excavator.
- Remove all metal cages, snags and debris.



Environment & Climate Committee Meeting
Minutes 17.11.2025

4ci. E&C minutes 17th November 2025 - M5 

Two quotes were provided for the works. Company 1 came at a cost of £8,995.00 
+VAT to which the fishing club requested that DTC covers half of this cost. This 
would come from cost centre 332/4041. Company 2 was a self-employed contractor, 
with links to the fishing club and came at a cost of £3,700.00 +VAT to which the 
fishing club stated were happy to cover the full cost themselves. All work from either 
company would require the appropriate insurance and risk assessment to be in place 
prior to commencement.

Cllr J Broadbent insisted that further information is required to make a definitive 
decision as the Company would need to provide a full plan of action and to prove 
that the work is necessary. The OSM must be satisfied with this documentation.

It was proposed by Cllr D Rouane, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED
to approve to proceed in principle with Company 2 at a cost of £3,700.00 + VAT
under the provision that the OSM was satisfied with the results of the enquiry. This 
would be confirmed via email. All members agreed. 

Millenium Woods
22. The OSM explained that the Outdoor Team will commence work to remove the 
ash dieback towards the end of November and that this work would be carried 
through until Christmas and half of the woodland would most likely have to be closed 
off during the working day. The OSM assured that this is not a public right of way
and the public would be given plenty of warning about the closure.

Cllr D Rouane enquired about proper signage to close the woodlands to which the 
OSM assured this will be put in place. 

45. To consider the applications to hold events on Town Council owned and 
managed land report, and the recommendations to the Committee
Members considered the applications received to hold events on Town Council 
owned and managed land report.

Edmonds Park

Event Name Annual 6 a Side Football Tournament
Organiser(s) Didcot Town Football Club
Charity or not-for-profit 
organisation?

Yes

Date Friday 6th June – Sunday 8th June 2026
Time All weekend
Details Annual 6 a Side Football Tournament.

Decision It was proposed by Cllr J Broadbent, seconded by Cllr A 
Hudson, and RESOLVED to approve this event with a two day 
charge equating to £760.00.
All members agreed. 

Event Name Play & Activity Day
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Organiser(s) Oxfordshire Play Association
Charity or not-for-profit 
organisation?

Yes

Date Saturday 20th June 2026
Time All day
Details Annual FREE, Play & Activity Day at Edmonds Park.

Decision It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by Cllr A 
Macdonald, and RESOLVED to approve this event free of 
charge.
All members agreed. 

Ladygrove Park

Event Name Circus
Organiser(s) Circus Ginnett
Charity or not-for-profit 
organisation?

No

Date Monday 12th October – Sunday 18th October 2026
Time 5 Trading days
Details Circus Ginnett brings live affordable entertainment to 1000s of 

families across the UK. Offering a full hour non-stop of acrobats, 
unicycling, hula hoops, aerialists, clowns and so much more to keep 
all families at the end of their seat from the little ones to the eldest 
one there is something for everyone under the Big Top.
Circus Ginnetts is one of the oldest circus families travelling the UK 
dating back to the 1800's and proudly supporting the NHS Charities 
Together since 2025, donating all profits from our opening.

Decision It was proposed by Cllr A Macdonald, seconded by Cllr A 
Jones, and RESOLVED to approve this event and charge per
five trading days equating to £1,900.00.
All members agreed. 

Event Name Didcot 5 mile race and 2 mile fun run
Organiser(s) Didcot Runners
Charity or not-for-profit 
organisation?

Yes

Date Sunday 5th July 2026
Time Morning
Details Fun sports day for the running club and families. About 20 to 

30 people anticipated.

Note: Will require Willowbrook Centre alongside this 
application. To be confirmed by the Estate Manager.

Decision It was proposed by Cllr J Broadbent, seconded by Cllr S Cole, 
and RESOLVED to approve this event free of charge.
All members agreed. 
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Event Name Park Yoga
Organiser(s) South Oxfordshire District Council and Vale of White Horse 

District Council
Charity or not-for-profit 
organisation?

No

Date Sunday 10th May – Sunday 20th September 2026
Time
Details Park Yoga, a free summer initiative like Park run providing the 

local community with somewhere to practise Yoga together.  
Lead by a qualified Yoga coach and insured by Park Yoga the 
sessions are open to all and normally engage over 100+ 
community members each week.  It runs from 9:30-10:30 from 
May to September.  

Note: This would run between 9:15am – 10:45am every 
Sunday morning from the above dates. This is a free 
community event. They are open to alternative open spaces if 
Ladygrove Park is unavailable.

Decision It was proposed by Cllr J Broadbent, seconded by Cllr A 
Hudson, and RESOLVED to approve this event free of charge, 
on the condition that the event organisers would have to 
canccel their sessions on days that overlap with event hires. 
These dates would be relayed to SODC.
5 members agreed with 1 abstention. 

46. To consider the amendments made to the Land Hire Policy

The Committee considered the amendments made to the Land Hire Policy. Once 
approved, this will have to be ratified at the next Full Council meeting.

It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
approve the amendments made to the Land Hire Policy and recommend the 
adoption at Full Council. All members agreed.

47. To consider the report on the suggested annual charges for Didcot Town 
Council’s services for the 2026-2027 financial year and the recommendations 
to the Committee

The DC explained that the officers have reviewed the current charges and applied 
the nominal 3% to the budget more generally. These charges, excluding allotment 
rents, is would come into effect from the 1st April 2026.

It was proposed by Cllr D Rouane, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED
to approve the suggested increase to the annual charges. All members agreed. 

The DC stated that the charges for the allotments from 1st October 2026 have 
already been decided as these are set two years in advance. Therefore, the 
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Committee has been asked to consider the allotment charges for 2027-2028 
financial year.

It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by Cllr A jones, and RESOLVED to 
approve the allotment charges for the 2027-2028 financial year. This will need to be 
ratified at Full Council. All members agreed.

The DC explained that the football pitches at Edmonds Park and Loyd Recreation 
Ground are hired out to local football clubs under formal agreements. As per such 
agreement, the pitches are provided with initial line marking, resulting in a limited 
involvement from DTC. Coinciding with this, and the seasonal nature of the hire, the 
Committee considered the removal of pitch hire from the DTC’s list of services. It 
was reassured that this will not affect the Football Club’s agreements. It was agreed 
by the Councillors that the pitches need time to rest and Cllr A Jones stated that 
DTC needs flexibility to ensure a variety of events can be held across these open 
spaces.

It was proposed by Cllr D Rouane, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED
to approve the removal of pitch hire from the DTC’s list of services. All members 
agreed.

It was clarified that historically, whilst DTC has permitted the installation of kerbing 
around gravestones within Kynaston cemetery, adherence to these guidelines has 
been inconsistent, which has resulted in challenges for staff in maintaining the site to 
the expected standard. 

The Committee showed support for the removal of kerbing within the policy as not 
adhering to these guidelines created a dangerous landscape and it has been proven 
across other cemeteries that sites without kerbing looks neater. 

It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
approve the removal of permitting kerbing to gravestones located in the currently 
unused section of the cemetery – Sections L, M and N. This will need to be ratified at 
Full Council. All members agreed.

48. To consider the second round of budget considerations for the 2026 – 2027 
financial year
This agenda item was considered alongside two other items. The Committee 
recommended two items for inclusion in the second round of budget considerations: 
a replacement tractor and new equipment at Ladygrove Play Park.

49. To consider suggesting a budget for the purpose of a replacement tractor 
with front loader and rotary cultivator
The OSM stated that the New Holland tractor suffered a major mechanical failure 
and is now beyond repair which poses a health and safety risk. The Outdoor team 
are not currently using this machine. The committee was asked to consider 
recommending a budget allocation of £25,000.00 for inclusion in the 2026-2027 
budget to replace the existing tractor and rotavator with new equipment. This will be 
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presented at the next Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting as a 
recommendation. All members agreed.

It was proposed by Cllr J Broadbent, seconded by Cllr A Macdonald, and 
RESOLVED to approve to allocate £25,000.00 in the 2026-2027 budget to replace 
the tractor and rotavator with new equipment. 

50. To consider the budget for an additional play section for Ladygrove Park
The OSM had presented the Committee with an illustration demonstrating the plans 
for the installation of a tunnel play system connecting the two mounds within the 
Ladygrove Play Park. Cllr A Macdonald stated that Ladygrove Play Park is due an 
upgrade and enquired about including wheelchair access to the tunnels if they are to 
go ahead. The Committee were asked to agree on a budget for this. It was noted 
that should the total cost exceed £30,000, the project would need to be advertised 
for tender on Contracts Finder. It was decided that the provisional budget would be 
set at £40,000, on the condition that suitable funding from the FCC Communities be 
explored. This project would need to be advertised on the Government’s ‘Find a 
Tender’ website, and would go to formal tender.

It was proposed by Cllr A Macdonald, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and RESOLVED
to approve the provisional budget of £40,000 with the external funding provision, to 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee to consider when suggesting the 
2026-2027 budget. All members agreed.

51. To note the report on a ‘Letters to Heaven’ post box for Kynaston Road 
cemetery
The DC explained that ‘Letters to Heaven’ post boxes have become increasingly 
popular in various local authorities as a meaningful way for people to remember 
loved ones who have passed away. They provide a safe and accessible way for all 
ages to express their grief, share memories and find comfort during difficult times.

The DC noted that whilst this report was initially prepared to request the Committee’s 
consideration for purchase of a ‘Letters to Heaven’ post box, however, a resident 
from County Durham has already donated and posted a ‘Letters to Heaven’ post box
to the Town Council.

Cllr A Hudson expressed concern that residents may post actual mail into this post 
box and therefore, the letters/envelopes would need to be somewhat monitored to 
ensure this does not happen. It was recommended by Cllr D Rouane that the letters 
are not shredded on site to attain sensitivity. Cllr S Cole expressed support 
confirming that writing down feelings helps with the grieving process.

It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by A Macdonald, and RESOLVED to 
approve the installation of a ‘Letters to Heaven’ post box at Kynaston Road 
cemetery. All members agreed.

The meeting closed at 8:28pm
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Signed: ________________________ (Chair) Date:_______________
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Environment & Climate Committee

Recommendation to full Council meeting on 
5th January 2026

Report author: Lucy Blake 

Recommendation Minute 46 – To approve the amendments 
made to the Land Hire Policy

The Committee considered the suggested amendments to the Policy, shown in red text 
– attached.

The extract of minute 46 follows:

The Committee considered the amendments made to the Land Hire Policy. Once 
approved, this will have to be ratified at the next Full Council meeting.

It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
approve the amendments made to the Land Hire Policy and recommend the adoption at 
Full Council. All members agreed.

Recommendation
That the Council formally approve the amendments and adopt the amended Land Hire 
Policy.  

Lucy Blake 
Deputy Town Clerk

Didcot Town Council
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Council Land Hire Policy and Terms & 
Conditions

1. Introduction
This document sets out Didcot Town Council’s policy and conditions for the 
hire of Council-owned or managed land for events. It applies to all individuals, 
commercial organisations, and charitable or community groups proposing to 
use Council land for temporary events or trading purposes.

2. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to:

• Ensure a consistent, fair, and transparent approach to bookings;
• Promote safe and appropriate use of public land;
• Protect public assets, green spaces, and community well-being;
• Support the Council’s responsibilities and wider objectives.

3. Charges

The Council’s current schedule of charges is published annually and available 
on the Didcot Town Council website.

All charges are considered on a case-by-case basis, and the final fee is 
subject to approval by the Environment & Climate Committee.

Additional charges may apply for:
• Events requiring significant officer time or resources;
• Late submissions or cancellations;
• Damage to Council property or land.

4. Booking Procedure
Applications must be submitted at the time the application form is 
submitted. A booking is not confirmed until:

• The application form has been reviewed and approved;
• All documentation has been received;
• Payment has been made in full and written confirmation issued;
• Failure to make payment or to supply the relevant documentation 

requested will result in the event being cancelled.
The following documents are required which must be sent alongside the 
application form:

• Insurance
- This can be a copy of a quotation for insurance if the insurance 

is being purchased specifically for the event. Evidence of 
secured insurance will need to be supplied once the event has 
been confirmed.

• Completed Event Application Form
• Risk Assessment
• Public Liability Insurance (minimum £5 million)
• Site Plan (event layout with access, structures, and emergency routes)
• Event Management Plan
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a) Amenities Provision Plan (if required)
• Licences and Permits (e.g., TENs for alcohol/music, if applicable)
• Safeguarding Policy (if involving children or vulnerable adults)
• Noise Management Plan (if amplified sound is used)
• Traffic/Parking Management Plan (if roads or large parking areas are 

involved)
• Proof of Charity Status (if applying for discounted rate)
• First Aid Plan (see Section 5)
• Fire Safety Checklist
• Confirmation of Security Arrangements
• Wet Weather Plan

Failure to submit complete documentation at least 28 days prior to the event 
may result in rejection of the application.

Applications will be reviewed by the Environment and Climate Committee
prior to the event. A schedule of upcoming meeting dates can be found on the 
Town Council’s website.

5. First Aid Provision

All organisers must ensure that suitable first aid cover is provided, including:
• Qualified first aiders on site;
• Clearly marked and accessible first aid stations;
• Proportionate provision based on event risk and attendance.

Evidence of first aid arrangements may be requested as part of the 
application process.

6. Conditions of Hire

The Hirer must:
• Only use the site for the approved purpose;
• Adhere to all statutory regulations and licensing requirements;
• Ensure the event does not cause public nuisance or safety hazards;
• Allow Council officers access to the site at any time during the event;
• Remove all litter, advertising, and materials after the event;
• Repair or reimburse any damage caused to Council property or land;
• Include set-up and clear-up time within the booking period;
• Not display event advertising without prior permission;
• Obtain necessary commercial waste arrangements (if required);
• Indemnify the Council against any claims arising from the event;
• Provide stewards and adequate event supervision;
• Inform the Council of any pre-existing damage to the land.

Events causing noise, disruption, or significant environmental impact may be 
refused or cancelled at the Council’s discretion.

7. Payments and Cancellations
• Payment is due once the application is approved and must be made at 

least 28 days before the event.
• Refunds for cancellations are subject to:
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o £25 admin fee
o £100 late cancellation fee (if cancelled within 14 days)

• If the Council cancels the booking for operational or safety concerns, a 
refund may be issued minus admin and income loss deductions.

• Rejected applicants may appeal to the next meeting of the 
Environment & Climate Committee.

8. Event Review and Approval
• All applications are reviewed by Council Officers and submitted to the 

Environment & Climate Committee for consideration.
• Repeat events (within 12 months) from the same organiser may be 

fast-tracked through consultation with the Committee Chair and the 
Outdoor Services Manager.

• All event decisions are recorded and monitored to prevent clashes or 
duplication.

November 2025.

*FILL IN THE BOOKING FORM ATTACHED ON THE NEXT PAGE*
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Application Form

Contact Name*: ____________________________________________________

Organisation*: _____________________________________________________

Phone Number*: ___________________________________________________

Email Address*: ___________________________________________________

Is this a charity or not-for-profit organisation? (please circle)*
Yes / No

Brief description of event*:

Location of Event*:

Please check the Council land you wish to use

Edmonds Park

Loyd Recreation Ground

Marsh Recreation Ground

Stubbings Land

Ladygrove Skate Park

Ladygrove Park

Ladygrove Lakes

Other (please specify):
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Date of event*:

Time on site*:

Please provide arrival and departure times

How many people is the event for?*:
Is the event (please check the relevant box):*

Public (open)

Private (limited or paid entry)

Will the event include (please check the relevant boxes):*
o Fireworks/Pyrotechnics
o Carnival/Procession
o Fairground Equipment
o Bonfire/barbeque
o Parachutists
o Hot Air Balloons
o Stewarding/Security
o On-Site Communications
o Water (limited supply at some sites)
o Live Music
o Live Entertainment
o Lost Children Point
o Barriers/Fencing
o Horses/Donkeys/Other animals
o Motorcycles
o Other Motor Vehicles
o Coconut Shy
o Inflatables (e.g. bouncy castle)
o Portable Staging
o P.A System
o Marquees
o Portable Generator
o Power Supply
o Toilets
o Alcohol
o Food/Drink
o Concessions
o Market Stalls
o Re-Enactment Groups
o Live History
o Other

1
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If OTHER, please specify:

Will your event require (please circle):

PRS Music License*:
Yes / No

PPL Music License*:
Yes / No

Live Entertainment License*:
Yes / No

Temporary Event Notice*:
Yes / No

Street Collection*:
Yes / No

Alcohol*:
Yes / No

Print Name__________________________________________

Signed______________________________________________

Date________________________________________________
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Environment & Climate Committee

Recommendation to full Council meeting on 
5th January 2026

Report author: Lucy Blake 

Recommendation Minute 47 – To approve the suggested 
annual charges for Didcot Town Council’s services for the 
2026-2027 financial year 

The Environment and Climate Committee considered the proposed charges for the 
Town Council’s services for 2026–2027 (attached). 

Members were also asked to remove the offering of separate football pitch hire outside 
of the grassroots football season to accommodate events in the parks. Additionally, the 
break in usage agreements with the football clubs allows the pitches to have a period of 
rest.

The Committee was asked to consider not permitting the installation of kerbing in the 
currently unused areas of the cemetery to support the ongoing maintenance of the site.

Members were also asked to review the proposed allotment charges for the 2027–2028 
financial year, noting that allotment rents are usually confirmed two years in advance.

- Allotment rents from 1st October 2026 have already been approved to be £50 (5 
pole), £37 (concession), £100 deposit, and a £18 late payment fee.

The extract of minute 47 follows:

“The DC explained that the officers have reviewed the current charges and applied the 
nominal 3% to the budget more generally. These charges, excluding allotment rents, 
would come into effect from the 1st April 2026.

It was proposed by Cllr D Rouane, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
approve the suggested increase to the annual charges. All members agreed. 

The DC stated that the charges for the allotments from 1st October 2026 have already 
been decided as these are set two years in advance. Therefore, the Committee has 
been asked to consider the allotment charges for 2027-2028 financial year.

Didcot Town Council
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It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by Cllr A jones, and RESOLVED to 
approve the allotment charges for the 2027-2028 financial year. This will need to be 
ratified at Full Council. All members agreed.”

“It was proposed by Cllr D Rouane, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
approve the removal of pitch hire from the DTC’s list of services. All members agreed.”

“It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr J Broadbent, and RESOLVED to 
approve the removal of permitting kerbing to gravestones located in the currently 
unused section of the cemetery – Sections L, M and N. This will need to be ratified at 
Full Council. All members agreed.”

Recommendation
That the Council resolves to approve:

a. The proposed annual charges for services for 2026–2027 (attached)
b. The removal of pitch hire outside the football clubs’ existing agreements
c. The decision not to allow the installation of kerbing on graves in the currently unused 
sections of the cemetery
d. The proposed allotment rental charges for 2027–2028, as follows: £55 (5-pole), £42 
(concession), £110 deposit, and a £20 late fee

Lucy Blake 
Deputy Town Clerk



Town Clerk Phone: 01235 812637
Council Offices, Britwell Road E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Didcot, web: www.didcot.gov.uk
Oxon   OX11 7JN

Annual Charges 2026-2027 from 1st April 2026 - unless otherwise stated

Allotments 2026-2027 
Rent Non-Concessions – from 1st October 2026 £50 (£25.00 part)
Rent Concessions (65 or over at start of rent year) – from 1st October 2026 £37 (£18.50 part)
Cultivation deposit (for new plots) – from 1st October 2026 £100
Late Payment Fee – from 1st October 2026 £18
Additional services
Strimming £45
Weed Spraying £45
Rotavating £95
All three additional services £175
Cemetery Note: for all non-Didcot residents there is a 200% additional payment on EroB and 
Interment fees
Exclusive Right of Burial (EroB)
Person whose age at time of death exceeded 16 years £340 
Person whose age at time of death did not exceed 16 years No Charge
Cremated remains plot £145 
Interments
In a grave (in respect of which an exclusive right of burial has been granted) £465 
Cremated remains (in respect of which an exclusive right of burial has been 
granted) £240

Person whose age at time of death did not exceed 16 years No Charge
Late afternoon burial fee (applies for bookings 14:30 or later Mon - Thurs and 
14:00 on Fri) £60

Private burial fee (for burials and cremations without a funeral director) £120
Headstones and memorials
Headstones and memorials including first inscription £140
Additional inscriptions £75 
Memorial bench fee (not including bench costs) £120
Kerbing fee (in addition to headstone fee) £445
Other
Late/incomplete paperwork fee £80
Cancellation/amendment/administration fee for reserved plot £90
Exclusive Right of Burial transfer/amendment/addition £80
Remembrance Garden planting
Rose bush - lease/maintenance 10 years £190
Tree – lease/maintenance 10 years £260
Additional 5-year lease £85 
Plant in Remembrance
Tree - lease/maintenance 20 years £360
Additional 10-year lease £135 
Fishing Permits
Adults £33 
Adult Concessions £16.50
Juniors (12-16 years) £16.50
Park Events
Commercial Hire Per Day £380 
Hire Per Day – Charities Up to £320 

Didcot Town Council

http://www.didcot.gov.uk/
mailto:council@didcot.gov.uk
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Personnel and Administration Committee
Monday 1st December 2025 at 7.30pm
Park Room, Didcot Civic Hall

Draft Minutes
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 
by the next meeting of this Committee.

Councillors
K Morrison (Chair)
D Aragao (Deputy Chair)  
H Macdonald
D Macdonald
G. Ryall

Officers:
Mrs J Wheeler (Town Clerk)

One member of the public. 

40. Apologies
There were no apologies – all members were present. 

41. To receive Declarations of interest
There were none declared. 

42. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 6th October 2025
It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison and seconded by Cllr G Ryall and RESOLVED to 
approve the minutes as a true record. The vote was unanimous.

It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison and seconded by Cllr D Macdonald and 
RESOLVED to suspend standing orders to hear Mr Richard Prunier – Didcot Toast 
Master. 

Mr Prunier spoke about the work he has completed for Didcot Town Council this 
year. He assisted with the running of the Awards Evening; Mayor Making; VE Day 
Commemorations and more recently the Remembrance Sunday Parade and 
Service. As a Toast Master – he is affiliated to Didcot Town Council and he has 
performed these roles free of charge in return for the affiliation. 

Didcot Town Council
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Richard is keen to explore the Town Crier part of the affiliation but he will need some 
robes as part of the criteria. He has had one quote which is shared with the 
Committee under item 6. This gives an initial cost from £4,350 for the whole kit or 
£2,225 for the coat. The outfit would display the Didcot Town Council crest and could 
be kept at the Town Council offices along with the mayoral robes. A Town Crier 
could help to host all sorts of events such as Edfest in addition to the more formal 
occasions. 

Standing Orders were reinstated and the item brought forward. 

43. To discuss a proposal from the Toast Master regarding an official Town 
Crier’s livery
After some discussion, it was proposed by Cllr G Ryall and seconded by Cllr D 
Macdonald to agree to provide the regalia in principle. The Town Clerk and the Toast 
Master should work together to see if other quotes could be found and bring these 
back to Committee. 

44. To consider a proposal on future management of events
The proposal was supplied by the Estate Administration Officer who provided some 
events in the late summer and autumn which were well received. The aim is to 
provide more community events and in doing so to raise the profile of Didcot Town 
Council. 

The Committee discussed the proposal and were concerned about the risk that 
these events would need to be subsidised by DTC if not successful. It was agreed 
that a business plan for one or two events should come back to this Committee to 
indicate the management of costs and risk. It was also agreed that some formal 
event management training would help to protect the Town Council against potential 
losses and increase the skills of the Officer. It was noted that the pricing on disco 
tickets at the Civic Hall was so low @£2 per ticket that once VAT was taken off this 
left the sum of £1.60 per ticket. In reality use of a building like the Civic Hall requires 
much more funding to run and there is a need to adhere to the marketing strategy of 
attracting bookings from businesses and conferences. 

The Committee felt that these events could better serve the community at other 
buildings around Didcot where VAT is not applicable and the rooms are cheaper to 
use. 

It was proposed by Cllr H Macdonald and seconded by Cllr K Morrison to encourage 
a business plan on two events to start with; this Committee to approve the business 
plan before events are held and that formal event management training would be 
provided. 

45. To consider a future Outdoor Services Day
The idea was to encourage the outdoor teams to come together to share best 
practice and work experiences, particularly for the larger Town Councils with their 
own outdoor teams. The event would also provide networking opportunities for 
Parish Clerks; District and County Councillors; and other interested groups outside of 
the Council sectors. 
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The Open Day could consist of: 
• Tours around our purpose-built outside services building
• Launch of a whats app group for outdoor managers – or an online forum.
• Demos of some of our equipment such as the chipper and new tractor
• Invitations to our contractors to exhibit new equipment
• Q&A sessions which could be held in the new pavilion if wet

This event is a great opportunity to showcase Didcot and what a large Town Council 
can do. It would be low cost and the hope is that another town would do something 
similar next year. It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison and seconded by Cllr H 
Macdonald and RESOLVED to go ahead with the open day. Cllr G Ryall suggested 
that we contact Councils in West Berkshire who may also be interested. 

46. Progress report
There were two items to add – the Standing Orders Working Group and the Outside 
Bodies Working Group. The Town Clerk was asked to suggest some dates for the 
Standing Orders Working Group to reconvene. 

47. Exclusion of the press and public
It was RESOLVED to exclude the press and public from the meeting pursuant to 
Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 1960 on the grounds that 
publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted.

48. To receive a staff benchmarking report
The confidential staff benchmarking report from the Local Council Consultancy 
(LCC) was circulated to all Committee members. The view was that the report was 
straightforward and clear. The Town Clerk confirmed that the costs had been added 
to the 26-27 budget. 

It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison and seconded by Cllr G Ryall and RESOLVED to
RECOMMEND to the F&GP Committee that the proposals were implemented and 
back-dated to November – the date of the report. This would be considered at the 
F&GP Committee meeting on 15th December 2025. 

49. To receive a report on salaries and increments for the 2026 – 2027 
financial year
It was proposed by Cllr G Ryall and seconded by Cllr D Macdonald to recommend 
this report to the F&GP Committee as part of the budget for the 2026 – 2027 
financial year. 

50. To receive a confidential staffing report
The Committee noted the updates in the staffing report and discussed recruitment at 
length. It was agreed that use of our Linked in accounts could help and that we may 
need to use an agency in the sort term. The Town Clerk’s suggestion of targeting 
some older casual workers could be a help to covering the buildings but this may 
take a bit of time to get the right people. 

The meeting closed at 9.04pm. 
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Signed________________________________ Chair Date _____________
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Personnel & Administration Committee

Recommendation to full Council meeting on 
5th January 2026

Report author: Lucy Blake 

Recommendation Minute 45: To consider a future Outdoor 
Services Day
The extract of minute 45 follows:

“The idea was to encourage the outdoor teams to come together to share best practice 
and work experiences, particularly for the larger Town Councils with their own outdoor 
teams. The event would also provide networking opportunities for Parish Clerks; District 
and County Councillors; and other interested groups outside of the Council sectors. 

The Open Day could consist of: 
• Tours around our purpose-built outside services building
• Launch of a whats app group for outdoor managers – or an online forum.
• Demos of some of our equipment such as the chipper and new tractor
• Invitations to our contractors to exhibit new equipment
• Q&A sessions which could be held in the new pavilion if wet

This event is a great opportunity to showcase Didcot and what a large Town Council 
can do. It would be low cost and the hope is that another town would do something 
similar next year. It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison and seconded by Cllr H 
Macdonald and RESOLVED to go ahead with the open day. Cllr G Ryall suggested that 
we contact Councils in West Berkshire who may also be interested.”

Recommendation
That the Council formally approves the hosting of an Outdoor Services Day in 2026.

Lucy Blake 
Deputy Town Clerk

Didcot Town Council
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Minutes of the

Property and Facilities Committee
Monday 8th December 2025 at 7:30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot

Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 
by the next meeting of this Committee. 

PRESENT
Councillors:
Cllr K Morrison (Chair)
Cllr A Jones (Vice Chair)
Cllr M Khan
Cllr A Hudson
Cllr L Hislop
Cllr A Iheozor-Ejiofor
Cllr Z Mohammed

Officers:
Mrs J Wheeler (Town Clerk)
S Mundy (Estate Officer)
K Hromadova (Duty Manager)

43. To receive apologies

No apologies were received. 

44. To receive declarations of interests 

Members should declare any interests they may have in any item on this agenda in 
accordance with Didcot Town Council’s Code of Conduct.
No declarations were made.

45.To approve the Minutes of the Property and Facilities Committee held on 
22nd September 2025

It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by Cllr K Morrison, and RESOLVED to 
approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting, and note them as 
such.

Didcot Town Council
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46.Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item

No questions were received.

47.To note the Progress report on items not on this agenda

Cllr L Hislop arrived at 19:44.

The Committee noted the progress report, which included:

The Committee has proposed removing the following items from the progress report 
as follows:

Min. 31 / 14.07.2025: Variation of the lease with Didcot Football Club, as the Didcot 
Football Club withdrew the draft variation, and no further contact has been made
since.

Min. 66 / 26.03.2025: Waste Management, new contract started with Biffa on 3rd

December 2025 and bins in place. Previous companies’ bins have been removed 
from sites. 

Min. 30 / 25.09.2025: Gym feasibility report for Willowbrook, as buying the gym 
equipment is currently not feasible from a cost point of view.

All members agreed. 

A question has been raised by a committee to receive an update on the Civic Hall 
car park.

The car park’s update is as follows:

1. The car park is being monitored by the Officers. 
2. The Officers are also monitoring the effect of the parking permits and double 

yellow lines on Britwell Road and streets off this road to see how it affects the 
car park.

3. A suggestion has been made by the Town Clerk- During peak busy periods,
to assign someone trained to monitor and manage the parking area, as the 
car park becomes extremely difficult to control especially around school drop 
off times when the Civic Hall is busy.

No further questions have been raised.

48. To review the detailed income and expenditure for the Property and 
Facilities Committee as of 20th November 2025

The Committee noted the income and expenditure as listed below:
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The Committee noted the income and expenditure reports.

The Committee discussed and raised questions regarding staffing, as well as the 
measures being implemented to improve bookings and ensure full utilisation of all 
rooms, including consideration of associated costs.

No further questions were raised.

49. To consider the first round of budget considerations for the 2026/2027 
financial year

The Committee considered the ideas presented by the Estate Manager.

The Committee would like the Estate Manager to explore further quotes for updating 
the lighting to LED around the Civic Hall and are in support of this item. 

The Committee considered replacing of the half moon tables and are in support of 
doing this but have asked for further quotes for the correct size as DTC have now as 
the quotes presented were for smaller tables. In the meantime, the Committee would 
like the Officers to find a handyman to try and fix the current tables.

The Committee supported the idea of updating the bar furniture to include wipeable 
sofas/ chairs/ tables and make the area a much more welcoming environment. The 
Committee would like the Estate Manager to continue investigating and present 
again in the future. 
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The Committee raised a question about selling coffee within the bar area. Following 
the discussion, it was AGREED that the Estate Manager and the Duty Manager 
would obtain quotations and liaise with companies involved in the provision of coffee 
services.

The Committee are fully supportive of replacing the Fire Alarm system at 
Willowbrook Leisure Centre due to the age of the system. 

The Committee delegated powers to the Officers to go ahead with replacing the 
Fire Alarm system at Willowbrook Leisure Centre once two further quotes have been
found to ensure valve for money for the Council. 

It has been AGREED to proceed with the painting of Willowbrook Leisure Centre as 
per the areas presented by the Estate Manager which included Studio 2 corridor and 
toilets, Studio 3 corridor and the function room area once prices are updated on the 
Company’s B (A&L Decorating Oxford LTD) quotation.

The Committee are in favour of replacing the tables upstairs at the Civic Hall and 
have asked for the Officers to provide quotes for the bespoke tables sizes that are in 
place now and present when these are found. 

The Committee discussed the Edmonds Park car park re tarmacking and lining and 
are in agreement that the Officers need to go out to tender to ensure DTC get the 
best quote for the works required. Due to the current costings received the Officers 
must ensure that the wording is correct for the tender. 

50.To review the Properties report and consider recommendations

50.1 To review the Civic Hall bar takings

The Committee noted the Civic Hall bar takings.

50.2 To review the usage figures at Didcot Civic Hall

The Committee noted the usage figures, including events that took place over the 
past three months at the Didcot Civic Hall.
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50.3 To review Civic Hall works update

The following items have been completed since the last Committee meeting at the 
Civic Hall on 22nd September 2025: -

50.4 To note the soap and toilet roll holder change to all sites.

The committee noted the required change which will ensure that all sites have the 
same toilet rolls, holders, soap and towel dispensers. The officers explained how this 
would support saving costs and ease for Officers to make orders. 
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The Estate Manager explained that the install will take place in January 2026 and 
there would be an initial charge to purchase the toilet rolls and soap etc but the 
holders etc would be free of charge. 

50.5   To note the Northbrook Community Centre update

The Committee noted the update and the progress of the Northbrook Community 
Centre. 

The Estate Manager explained to the Committee that the handover date has now 
been pushed back from November 2025 to April 2026.

Cllr Z Mohammed left at 20:23 

50.6 To consider installing hand dryers at the Outdoor Services Depot.

The committee discussed and considered the need to install hand dryers at the 
Outdoor Services Depot.

It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr M Khan, and RESOLVED to
proceed with three hand dryers from SCOOP Electrical Services for £885.62+VAT

All members agreed.

50.7 To consider the Civic Hall prices for the next financial year from 1st April 2026-
31st March 2027

The committee reviewed the pricing structure for the forthcoming financial year and 
discussed amending the day-rate periods, removing the late-rate period from 12am –
8am and creating a section where quotes can be provided from 10pm – 2pm in order 
to better accommodate the needs of the public.

It was proposed by Cllr K. Morrison, seconded by Cllr L. Hislop, and RESOLVED to 
RECOMMEND to remain with the prices as set out below 
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All members agreed.

50.8  To note the need for Fire Risk Assessments to be updated at several Didcot 
Town Council Properties.

The Committee noted the need for Fire Risk Assessments to be updated and noted 
the costs for these from DW Safety UK Management Services as below

Didcot Civic Hall - £400.00+VAT
Willowbrook Leisure Centre - £400.00+VAT
Outdoor Services Depot - £400.00+VAT

50.9   To note the cost for the fire door inspection for 2025-2026 financial year.

The Committee noted the costs for the fire door inspection for Didcot Civic Hall, 
Willowbrook Leisure Centre and Edmonds Park Pavilion for 2025/26. The costs 
associated with these services are set out as below and will be completed with 
Nationwide Fire and Security. 

Didcot Civic Hall - £372.00+VAT
Willowbrook Leisure Centre - £432.00+VAT
Edmonds Park Pavilion - £160.00+VAT

50.10 To note the purchase of new hot water boiler for the Civic Hall kitchen.

The Committee noted the purchase of new hot water boiler due to the previous boiler 
failing the service. The cost to fix would not have been viable. 
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The Committee noted the cost to purchase and install the new hot water boiler with
MCFT for £1,226.11+VAT. This cost also includes removing the two out of order hot 
water boilers.

50.11 To note the damp issue at Fleet Meadow Community Hall.

The Committee noted the damp issue at Fleet Meadow Community Hall. 

The Estate Manager will keep the Committee and Trustees updated on the issue. An
insurance claim will be most likely be needed through Fleet Meadow Community Hall 
Trust insurance company. 

51.To review the Willowbrook report and consider recommendations

51.1 – To review the Willowbrook usage report 

The Committee noted the usage and occupancy of Willowbrook Leisure Centre. 



4 e i - Property and Facilities Committee
Draft Minutes 08/12/2025

M9 

51.2 – To review Willowbrook works update 

The Committee noted the works completed since 22nd September 2025. Please see 
details below:

51.3 – To consider purchasing a new Trampoline for Rebound Therapy sessions at
Willowbrook Leisure Centre

The Committee discussed the need of purchasing new a Trampoline for Willowbrook 
Leisure Centre to cater for Rebound Therapy sessions. This would be purchased 
through the Didcot Garden Town grant received.

It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and RESOLVED to 
proceed with purchasing a new trampoline for no more than £3737.00+VAT.

The Committee also discussed the need for matting to be purchase. A discussion 
must take place with Style Acre regarding the risk assessment before this can 
happen.

The Committee delegated powers for the Officers to purchase the required matting 
based on the risk assessment. 

All members agreed.

51.4 – To consider the Willowbrook Leisure Centre prices for the next financial year 
from 1st of April 2026 – 31st of March 2027

The Committee considered the prices for the next financial year, and a discussion 
took place whether to increase the prices slightly. 

It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr A Iheozor - Ejiofor, and
RESOLVED to RECOMMEND holding the prices for the next financial year. The 
prices will remain as below with a view to review again next year. 
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All members agreed.

51.5 To consider replacing one of the Sports Hall doors at Willowbrook Leisure 
Centre

The Committee considered the need to replace one of the Sports Hall doors at 
Willowbrook Leisure Centre due to the potential fire risk of not replacing. 

It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr A Iheozor - Ejiofor, and
RESOLVED to replace the fire door with Polar FM for £1016.54+VAT

All members agreed.

51.6 To consider repairs to Air Conditioning unit in Studio 3 at Willowbrook Leisure 
Centre

The Committee discussed and considered the repairs required to the Air 
Conditioning unit. 

The Estate Manager explained to the Committee that the team at Willowbrook will 
monitor the situation as there is a second air conditioning unit in the room. If this 
situation gets worse the Estate Manager will email the Committee to get 
authorisation to repair. 

52 – To review the Edmonds Park and Splash Pad Report and consider 
recommendations 

52.1 – To review the Edmonds Park Pavilion booking summary

The Committee reviewed the Edmonds Park Pavilion utilisation summary and noted 
as below. 
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52.2 – To note the Edmonds Park Pavilions works completed 

The Committee noted the following works have been completed since the last 
Committee meeting: 
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52.3 To note the Splash Pad update

The Committee noted the Splash Pad update.

52.4 To consider the Edmonds Park Pavilion prices for the next financial year from 
1st April 2026 – 31st March 2027.

The Committee considered the prices for Edmonds Park Pavilion for the next 
financial year. 

It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and RESOLVED to 
RECOMMEND holding the prices for the next financial year. The prices are set as 
below:

All members agreed.

- Post meeting note – It was noted that, as the hire charges would be extremely 
similar to those approved for the Civic Hall by the P&F Committee, the Estate 
Manager recommended a slight adjustment to reflect the differences between 
the Civic Hall and Edmonds Park Pavilion, including staffing arrangements. 
The overall charges would remain unchanged; however, they would be 
structured to distinguish between weekday and weekend/bank holiday rates 
as set out below.
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53. To note the “Back to School” Disco report from the Estate Administrator 
held on Saturday 27th September 2025.

The Committee noted the update.

54. To consider the quotations for installing the EV chargers and a lighting 
column at Edmonds Park car park

The Committee reviewed and discussed the report and noted that the installation of 
rapid chargers is not feasible due to insufficient electrical capacity. 

It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr A Hudson and RESOLVED to 
DEFER the decision until the Edmonds Car Park has been resurfaced.

All members agreed.

55. To consider replacing the current urinals to waterless urinals at Didcot 
Civic Hall and Willowbrook Leisure Centre.

The Committee considered the report from the Estate Manager. 

The Committee thanked the Estate Manager for presenting this report and the 
potential saving this can present. This will also make the male toilets at the Civic Hall 
smell much better and reduce water. 

It was proposed by Cllr L Hislop, seconded by Cllr A Hudson and RESOLVED to 
proceed with replacing current urinals to waterless urinals at Didcot Civic Hall and 
Willowbrook Leisure Centre using Whiffaway Group for the prices set out below

Didcot Civic Hall - £3114.25+VAT
Willowbrook Leisure Centre - £714.00+VAT

All members agreed.

56. To consider and brainstorm ideas on how to employ new staff to support 
the Estate Team

The Committee discussed ways that the Officers can look to advertise roles 
differently. 

The Estate Manager made note of the ways the Estate team can advertise roles 
differently.

All members agreed that more staff are required that can support the evening 
bookings at weekends.

All members also agreed that DTC staff should not have to close the Edmonds Park 
Pavilion and that a security firm should be found to do this. 
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57. Invitation from Cala Homes for DTC to run the Sports Pavilion proposal on 
Northeast Didcot development.

The Committee discussed this matter, including staffing concerns and current issues 
related to opening and closing the DTC buildings due to staff shortages and 
suggested contacting Security, Volunteers, Community groups and advertising/
offering the casual contract to support the DTC staff.

It was proposed by Cllr M Khan, seconded by Cllr K Morrison and RESOLVED to 
invite Cala Homes to attend the Property and Facilities Committee meeting on 12th

January 2026 to gather more information to decide.
All members agreed in principle, subject to contract and will look forward to the 
meeting with Cala Holmes.

Meeting closed at 21:31.

Signed__________________ Chair         Date __________________
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Property & Facilities Committee

Recommendation to full Council meeting on 
5th January 2026

Report author: Lucy Blake 

Recommendation Minute 50.7 – To consider the Civic Hall 
prices for the next financial year from 1st April 2026-31st

March 2027

The Committee reviewed the pricing structure of the Civic Hall for the up-coming 
financial year.

The extract of minute 50.7 follows:

“The committee reviewed the pricing structure for the forthcoming financial year and 
discussed amending the day-rate periods, removing the late-rate period from 12am –
8am and creating a section where quotes can be provided from 10pm – 2pm in order to 
better accommodate the needs of the public.

It was proposed by Cllr K. Morrison, seconded by Cllr L. Hislop, and RESOLVED to 
RECOMMEND to remain with the prices as set out below:

Didcot Town Council
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All members agreed.

Recommendation
That the Council formally approve the retention of the current Civic Hall hire charges for 
the next financial year. 

Lucy Blake 
Deputy Town Clerk
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Property & Facilities Committee

Recommendation to full Council meeting on 
5th January 2026

Report author: Lucy Blake 

Recommendation Minute 51.4 – To consider the Willowbrook 
Leisure Centre prices for the next financial year from 1st April 
2026-31st March 2027

The Committee reviewed the pricing structure of the Willowbrook Leisure Centre for the 
up-coming financial year.

The extract of minute 51.4 follows:

“The Committee considered the prices for the next financial year, and a discussion took 
place whether to increase the prices slightly. 
It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr A Iheozor - Ejiofor, and
RESOLVED to RECOMMEND holding the prices for the next financial year. The prices 
will remain as below with a view to review again next year.

All members agreed.”

Didcot Town Council
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Recommendation
That the Council formally approve the retention of the current Willowbrook Leisure 
Centre hire charges for the next financial year. 

Lucy Blake 
Deputy Town Clerk
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Property & Facilities Committee

Recommendation to full Council meeting on 
5th January 2026

Report author: Lucy Blake 

Recommendation Minute 52.4 – To consider the Edmonds 
Park Pavilion prices for the next financial year from 1st April 
2026-31st March 2027
The Committee reviewed the pricing structure of the Edmonds Park Pavilion for the up-
coming financial year.

The extract of minute 52.4 follows:

“The Committee considered the prices for Edmonds Park Pavilion for the next financial 
year. 

It was proposed by Cllr K Morrison, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and RESOLVED to 
RECOMMEND holding the prices for the next financial year. The prices are set as 
below:

All members agreed.

- Post meeting note – It was noted that, as the hire charges would be extremely 
similar to those approved for the Civic Hall by the P&F Committee, the Estate 
Manager recommended a slight adjustment to reflect the differences between 
the Civic Hall and Edmonds Park Pavilion, including staffing arrangements. The 
overall charges would remain unchanged; however, they would be structured to 
distinguish between weekday and weekend/bank holiday rates as set out below:

Didcot Town Council
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”

Recommendation
That the Council formally approve the retention of the current Edmonds Park Pavilion
hire charges for the next financial year. 

Lucy Blake 
Deputy Town Clerk
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Date Meeting Day Time Civic Year Room

05/05/2026 Mayor Making - Ceremonial Tuesday
(Mon BH) 7.30pm 2026/27 Main Hall

11/05/2026 Annual Meeting Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 Ladygrove

18/05/2026 Finance and General Purposes 
(Grants) Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

20/05/2026 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

26/05/2026 Property & Facilities Tuesday
(Mon BH) 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

01/06/2026 Personnel & Administration Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

08/06/2026 Environment & Climate Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

10/06/2026 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

15/06/2026 Finance & General Purposes Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

22/06/2026 Full Council (Audit) Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 Ladygrove

01/07/2026 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

13/07/2026 Property & Facilities Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

20/07/2026 Finance & General Purposes Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

22/07/2026 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

27/07/2026 Environment & Climate Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

03/08/2026 Personnel & Administration Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

12/08/2026 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

24/08/2026 Property & Facilities Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

02/09/2026 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

07/09/2026 Full Council Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 Ladygrove

14/09/2026 Finance & General Purposes 
(Grants) Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

23/09/2026 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

28/09/2026 Environment & Climate Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

05/10/2026 Personnel & Administration Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

12/10/2026 Property & Facilities Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

14/10/2026 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

19/10/2026 Finance & General Purposes Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

02/11/2026 Full Council Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 Ladygrove
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04/11/2026 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

09/11/2026 Environment and Climate Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

23/11/2026 Finance & General Purposes Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

25/112026 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

07/12/2026 Personnel & Administration Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

14/12/2026 Finance & General Purposes Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

16/12/2026 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

21/12/2026 Property & Facilities Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

11/01/2027 Full Council Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 Ladygrove

13/01/2027 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

18/01/2027 Finance & General Purposes 
(Grants) Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

25/01/2027 Environment & Climate Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

01/02/2027 Personnel & Administration Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

03/02/2027 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

15/02/2027 Property & Facilities Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

22/02/2027 Finance & General Purposes Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

24/02/2027 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

01/03/2027 Full Council Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 Ladygrove

15/03/2027 Environment & Climate Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

17/03/2027 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

22/03/2027 Finance & General Purposes Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

30/03/2027 Annual Town Meeting Tuesday
(Mon BH)

7.30pm 2026/27 Main Hall

05/04/2027 Personnel & Administration Monday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

07/04/2027 Planning & Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints

28/04/2027 Planning and Development Wednesday 7.30pm 2026/27 All Saints



Didcot Town Council monthly update
December 2025

Community update meeting
The Didcot Garden Town Community Update meeting, on Wednesday 18 March, is a 
drop-in event that can be visited any time from 5pm to 7.30pm.  The focus will be on
county council led infrastructure projects in the Didcot Garden Town programme and 
Didcot Town Council has been invited to provide a display on recent or current projects. 

Healthy Didcot 
Healthy Didcot groups have been invited to attend an in-person event on 12 February 
with guest speakers from Reducing the Risk, Survivor Space, Didcot Baby Monday, 
Sustainable Didcot and Home-Start.  A new Healthy Didcot directory is also being 
launched to help groups to connect and support one another. 

Funding for Didcot Town Council to support the Healthy Didcot action plan has been 
completed. The groups that have received some direct commissioning to support 
activities from the Didcot Garden Town team is progressing well and is aimed for 
completion by the end of March 2026. A share of the £50,000 UKSPF funding is due to 
be transferred for Powerhouse use to Oxfordshire Community First before the end of 
December. 

Green infrastructure 
Following receiving the landscape designs and estimated costings, the Didcot Garden 
Town team are continuing to engage with the district councils’ Grounds Maintenance 
team, Oxfordshire County Council, Didcot Town Council, GWR and Network Rail ready 
for Tender documents to be prepared for works to be carried out next year.

The team and consultants have also engaged with Didcot Park Run organisers to learn 
about how approximately 300 people use the open spaces on the Ladygrove Loop each 
Saturday. This has led to the consultants adapting the designs to accommodate the
runners. 

In the next few months, Groundwork will engage with local groups and plan for 
improvements to Zone 3 – the National Cycle Network Route from Jubilee Roundabout 
to Mowbray Fields Nature Reserve, and Zone 4 – from Mowbray Fields around Great 
Western Park to Sir Frank Williams Avenue. 

The team has also approached Didcot Town Council’s Planning and Development
Committee to come up with various options for naming the routes for Zones 3 and 4. It 
is hoped that the Garden Town team can open this up to a competition for residents to 
decide each final route name. 

Wayfinding  



The Garden Town team has submitted an application to Planning for Advertising 
Consent for the whole wayfinding scheme and manufacture by contractors ‘Landmark’ 
is due to start very early in 2026.  This remains subject to formal agreement being 
arranged by Surveying and Legal team colleagues with several landowners including 
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC), Didcot Town Council, the Orchard Centre, Taylor 
Wimpey, Network Rail and GWR.   

MEPC has commissioned the councils’ former Wayfinding Strategy consultants to 
specify similar wayfinding at Milton Park and to encourage developers to extend the 
scheme further out from the centre of Didcot, a toolkit prepared by Landmark has been
circulated and added to the Didcot Garden Town website. 

Public art 
An internal officer steering group attended by Garden Communities, Community Art 
and the Finance Infrastructure teams is overseeing and coordinating the rollout of art 
projects identified in the Didcot Public Art Plan. 

The Garden Town team are planning for artist Raphael Daden to install two colourful 
pieces on windows in the Didcot Parkway station foyer ahead of Christmas.  

Once the Cow Lane underpass walls have been cleaned and prepared in the New Year, 
these window pieces will be followed by colourful aluminium solid discs installed on 
the Cow Lane underpass wing walls. 

The process of cleaning and preparing the underpass walls will require temporary 
closure of the underpass to traffic for about four days, most likely in March.  This is 
currently under discussion with OCC Traffic teams. The clean-up will be supported by 
local organisations and the Probation Service ready for artists Pixel Puppets to install 
the exciting interactive light panels along the pedestrian side of the underpass.

The Garden Town team is also helping to Didcot Town Council for their public art 
project at Edmonds Park, and Didcot Hospital’s art project, which will focus on staff 
wellbeing and mosaic skills sharing for completion by the end of 2026.  

Meetings with Didcot Town Council officers
19 November – Catch up meeting 



Didcot Garden Town programme - SMART dashboard updated 8 October 2025

Specific - whole project goal Rating:
Measurable - most recent and next milestones with dates R = three or more workstreams are critical or paused

Achievable - risks to achievement of milestones (mitigation in project specific dashboards) A = one or two workstreams need close attention to avoid becoming critical

Relevant - big picture interdependence or cause and effect of non-delivery G = workstreams progressing in line with agreed schedules and budgets
Timescales - significant completion dates

Specific Measurable Achievable Relevant Timescales Rating
DGT led projects*
1. Healthy Didcot
Work with partners to support the Healthy Didcot Action 
Plan implementation, to help address health and 
wellbeing inequalities identified in the Didcot 
Community Insight Profile, seeking budgets and 
leading projects where relevant.

• by end of September 2025 (achieved) Steering 
Group to agree partnering criteria in alignment with 
Healthy Didcot Action Plan delivery
• by end of September 2025 (achieved) agree transfer 
funding to grant partners Didcot Powerhouse and 
Didcot Town Council
• by end of December 2025 commission UKSPF 
funded, DGT-led Action Plan projects

•  varied Steering Group member organisational 
processes risks non-agreement on criteria, which would 
delay time-constrained grant spend
• time taken to sign-off transfer approvals risks non-
transfer of funds, which would delay time-constrained 
grant spend 
• lack of resources risks untimely direct commissioning, 
which would cause underspend of time constrained 
grant

The Didcot Community Insight profile identifies health 
inequalities in Didcot that can be improved by 
implementing the Healthy Didcot Action Plan.  The 
£50,000 UKSPF funding is a significant boost to these 
projects but must be spent before 31 March 2026.  Any 
balance after that will be lost and important health 
related projects will be non-viable.

Exact timescales for the project will be available in April 
2026, following completion of the UKSPF funded sub-
projects.   

G

2. Leisure and recreation
Work with partners to enable local led sport and leisure 
facilities provision where need is identified in the 
Districts' Leisure Facilities Strategies and Playing Pitch 
Strategies and help existing s106 Agreements to be 
fulfilled.

• by end of September 2025 (achieved) include focus 
on Didcot's leisure and sports provision at Community 
Update meeting as an opportunity for sports clubs and 
developers to network 
• by end of September 2026 update leisure and sports 
monitoring including any planned or implemented 
changes to leisure and sports provision 

• poor attendance to the event risks lack of dialogue 
and networking, which would limit potential for 
improvements
• poor quality feedback mechanisms at the event limits 
scope, which would limit monitoring effectiveness

Focused input from the DGT team will support 
fulfilment of opportunities for developer-led sport and 
leisure gain that might otherwise be lost or mis-
matched with potential users.  

The project is expected to continue until 2041 to 
support leisure provision in the Didcot area.  
Timescales for leisure and sports projects will be 
provided by end of September 2026 and reviewed 
annually.

G

3. Green infrastructure
Advocate for, lead on and where relevant seek funding 
for green infrastructure project implementation in 
Didcot's masterplan area and area of influence 
including mid and long-term projects identified in the 
Didcot Green Infrastructure Strategy 2024 to enhance 
access to and provide new multi-functional, connected 
Didcot green spaces.

• by end of December 2025 submit planning 
application for town centre (zone 1) green infrastructure 
improvements
• by end of August 2026 submit planning application 
for Ladygrove (zone 2) and South East Didcot (zone 3) 
green infrastructure improvements
• by end of September 2026 submit planning 
application for south west perimeter (zone 4) green 
infrastructure improvements

• consultant being unclear about drawings and data 
they are to prepare risks additional delay, which may 
result in extended planning determination period and/or 
refusal 
• consultant not keeping to contracted programme of 
works risks delay, which would delay the procurement 
of contractors to deliver works on the ground in all 
zones
• landowner potential objections to the proposals risks 
delay that may prevent completion of works

Current and future green infrastructure projects are 
essential for developing the perception of Didcot's 
status as a Garden Town and share dependencies with 
the rest of the DGT programme projects.  Non-
completion of these projects would result in loss of 
open space multi-functionality and lack of green 
placemaking.

Completion of the first four Cabinet approved projects 
will be by the end of 2028.  The remainder of the 
overall project as defined in the Cabinet approved 
Green Infrastructure Strategy 2024, is subject to 
availability of funding with medium-term projects 
expected to complete 2029-2034 and long-term beyond 
2034.

G 

4. Public art
Create public art installations in accordance with the 
approved Didcot Public Art Plan 2024.

• by end of December 2025 support Oxford Health 
Charity s106 funds application for Didcot Hospital 
wayfinding art
• by end of December 2025 confirm OCC policy 
regarding artwork of highway verges and roundabouts
• by end of May 2026 accept handover of  Cow Lane 
strands 1 and 2 artwork installations

• lack of available funding (s106 and others) may 
potentially halt one or more workstreams
•  lack of clarity on OCC policy approach to art on 
highway verges risks project time being wasted 
researching wrong locations, which would potentially 
hal one or more workstreams and have a reputational 
impact on the Garden Town
• delays in creating artwork risks uncertainty around 
planning handover events or publicity, which would 
have a reputational impact on the Garden Town

The overall project to implement the Didcot Public Art 
Plan is led by the DGT team but in some cases this is 
through partnership working for example with the 
Oxford Health Charity, Didcot Town Council and 
Oxfordshire County Council.   The public art projects 
are interdependent with section 106 availability, green 
infrastructure, placemaking and infrastructure 
development, which must be finalised before the 
associated public art can be created.  

Phase one delivery of the Didcot Public Art Plan will be 
complete by the end of May 2026.  
Phase two and phase three are subject to funding 
availability and currently it appears one or more 
workstreams may be at risk.    

A

5. Wayfinding
Implement signage installation across Didcot in 
accordance with the Didcot Wayfinding Strategy 2024. 

• by end of December 2025 Strategic Property and 
Legal teams to finalise landowner agreements
• by end of March 2026 contractor to create and install 
all signage, make good surroundings and recycle 
redundant signage

• delays by internal and external parties in finalising 
Licences for access to carry out works risks additional 
delay to submitting a planning application, which would 
result in significant delays to implementation.  
• refusal of planning permission risks significant further 
delay, which would have a negative reputational impact 
on the Garden Town

Implementing the Didcot Wayfinding Strategy is 
interdependent with green infrastructure and other 
initiatives such as Nature Trails and Sustrans cycle 
routes.  Successful implementation has the potential for 
roll-out by partners in surrounding areas such as 
Harwell, Milton Park and potentially in surrounding 
parishes.

The project was to be completed by the end of 2025 
but due to expected delays in the landowner and 
planning approvals workstreams, is now estimated to 
be complete by March 2026. 

A
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6. Didcot Gateway
Work with partners to advocate for projects and 
approaches that ensure a regenerated gateway to the 
town including through development of council and 
Homes England owned land and railway station 
improvements.

• by end of June 2026 working with partners to design 
improvements to the Didcot Parkway entrance 

• Failure to development major sites in the Didcot 
Gateway area risks lack of visual impact and 
connectivity to the town centre for visitors and residents 
arriving at the railway station, which would have a 
negative reputational impact on the Garden Town.
• Failure to properly engage with all stakeholders or 
inability to input to ongoing infrastructure strategy 
preparation may result in project conflict, which would 
have negative financial and reputational impacts 

Two previous projects, development of council offices 
and mixed-use development of the Homes England 
site, have been widened to take advantage of DGT 
team partnership working for example with GWR and 
Network Rail to improve Didcot Parkway railway station 
surroundings.  The project is interdependent with the 
green infrastructure, public art and wayfinding projects 
as well as the county council's strategies for the Didcot 
Central Corridor and OxRail 2040.    

Two key elements of the overall project are paused due 
to Local Government Reorganisation.  A

7. Heart of Science Vale
Work with partners to advocate for projects and 
approaches that ensure Didcot remains a focal point for 
science and technological development and innovation, 
including participation in relevant working groups and 
stakeholder groups. 

• by end of December 2025 have attended and 
contributed to internal and external Science Vale 
partner meetings  
• by end of March 2026 have determined scope of the 
overall project
• by end of March 2026 have demonstrated strong 
Science Vale connections with art projects including the 
innovative Cow Lane underpass works 

•  insufficient resource to attend relevant Science Vale 
for a risks slowing momentum of Didcot's more 
innovative contributions, which would have a negative 
reputational impact on the Garden Town 
• poor communication about the innovative technical 
elements of art projects such as Cow Lane underpass 
risk undermining the concept of Didcot being at the 
heart of Science Vale, which would limit legacy 
potential

The full scope of this project is still to be determined but 
will be interdependent with the rest of the DGT 
programme. It will ensure that the DGT Delivery Plan 
science and innovation principles are not overlooked.

This long term project involving ongoing partnership 
working, is expected to continue for the life of the 
Didcot Garden Town programme. 

G

8. Didcot Garden Town principles in 
development
Prepare and submit comments on Didcot focused major 
planning applications and emerging planning policy 
documents in accordance with the principles set out in 
the Didcot Garden Town Delivery Plan 2017. 

• by end of September 2025 (achieved) submit 
comments of at least 75 per cent of Didcot focused 
major planning and applications and 100 per cent 
policy consultations in that quarter
• by end of December 2025 submit comments of at 
least 75 per cent of Didcot focused major planning and 
applications and 100 per cent policy consultations in 
that quarter

• insufficient resource to contribute to relevant planning 
applications and policy consultations e.g. the emerging 
Didcot Neighbourhood Plan risks lack of consistency, 
which may result in development and plans that do not 
align with the approved Didcot Garden Town Delivery 
Plan

This project is interdependent with the rest of the DGT 
programme.  Without DGT team input into this project, 
Garden Town principles will be overlooked in 
development and planning policy preparation. 

This long-term project involving ongoing partnership 
working, is expected to continue for the life of the 
Didcot Garden Town programme.

G

9. Legacy and stewardship
Work with partners to identify and enable legacy and, 
where relevant, future stewardship arrangements for 
Didcot Garden Town.

• by end of December 2025 scope this project to take 
account of potential lack of government funding
• by end of March 2026 agree future quarterly 
milestones and identify any sub-projects

• lack of clarity on how Didcot Garden Town principles 
will be ensured when government funding runs out 
risks a piecemeal approach to legacy and stewardship, 
which would negate Didcot's special opportunities for 
high quality placemaking 

The full scope of this project is still to be determined but 
is expected to be interdependent with the rest of the 
DGT programme .  Without this project Didcot's future 
as a Garden Town may unplanned  and become a 
resource burden to the district councils.

This long term project involving ongoing partnership 
working, is expected to continue for the life of the 
Didcot Garden Town programme.  Milestones for the 
project will be available by the end of March 2026.

G

OCC led projects**
10. Science Vale Movement and Place Plan 
OCC to complete the Science Vale Movement and 
Place Plan to ensure improved services for transport 
users  and consideration of transport connectivity hubs 
in association with rail infrastructure.

• by end of October 2025 complete councillor, 
parish/town council and stakeholder engagement
• by end of December 2025 carry out public 
consultation and submit Plan to Cabinet
• by end of March 2026 adopt Plan

• failure to take on board engagement outcomes risks 
completing a Plan that includes projects that are non-
fundable or non-viable in other ways
• failure to integrate with other on-going projects risks 
inconsistent design and reputational damage to all 
partners

This Plan is and should remain fully interdependent 
with several DGT projects including wayfinding, green 
infrastructure and public art.

This will be a live and regularly updated document. G

11. Didcot Central Corridor Optioneering
OCC to prepare a placemaking strategy, Options 
Appraisal Report and associated Technical Note for 
three main routes known collectively as the Didcot 
Central Corridor.

• by end of December 2026 complete optioneering • failure to take on board engagement outcomes risks 
completing a Plan that includes projects that are non-
fundable or non-viable in other ways
• failure to integrate with other on-going projects risks 
inconsistent design and reputational damage to all 
partners

This Plan is and should remain fully interdependent 
with several DGT projects including wayfinding, green 
infrastructure and public art.

Completion of optioneering project is expected by end 
of December 2026. G

12. Northern Perimeter Road (NPR3 - OCC & 
Bloor Homes)
OCC and Bloor Homes to design and implement the 
Northern Perimeter Road extension to link the A4130 
Abingdon Road and the B4016 junction at Hadden Hill 
in two sections, north (OCC) and south (Bloor Homes). 

• by end of March 2026 complete an internal review of 
Plan's project outcomes within the wider strategic 
context
• by end of June 2026 review project  funding 
opportunities
• by end of September 2026 start feasibility on specific 
project elements (exact timing subject to funding)

• further delay to commencing the  southern section of 
the road risks non-connectivity and/or a road to 
nowhere from the north section

Non-completion of this project would limit the numbers 
of houses that can be built in Didcot and also create 
traffic jams with associated pollution. 

Atkins Realis preliminary designs are to be completed 
by end of December.  The target date for opening of 
the northern section of the scheme is early 2027.  Bloor 
Homes are committed to developing the southern 
section of roadway as a planning obligation, but a 
slower housing market has affected their 
commencement on this section of road.

A

Page 2 of 3



Didcot Garden Town programme - SMART dashboard updated 8 October 2025

Specific Measurable Achievable Relevant Timescales Rating
13. HIF1 Science Bridge
OCC to construct a single carriageway bridge ('Science 
Bridge') over the A4130, Great Western Main Line and 
Milton Road with high quality and segregated cycling 
and pedestrian facilities along its length.  The Science 
Bridge will connect to  a new link road through the 
former Didcot A Power Station and the Northern 
Perimeter north of the Purchas Road roundabout. 
Interlinked with DGT Science Bridge art project.

• by early 2026 complete pre-construction works 
including archaeological strip, utility diversions, 
ecological works and vegetation clearance 
• by end of May 2026  start main construction

• delay to completion of this infrastructure risks traffic 
issues and prevention of development that would 
otherwise provide better facilities for Didcot

Non-completion of this project would limit the numbers 
of houses that can be built in Didcot and create traffic 
jams with associated pollution. 

Timescales were reset following initial planning refusal 
and Secretary of State call-in and construction is to 
now due be completed by March 2028.

G

14. HIF1 A4130 improvement
OCC to construct a dual carriageway east of the Milton 
Interchange with 1.6km  high quality and segregated 
cycling and pedestrian facilities linking to the Science 
Bridge and development at Valley Park.  

• by early 2026 complete pre-construction works 
including archaeological strip, utility diversions, 
ecological works and vegetation clearance 

• delay to completion of this infrastructure risks traffic 
issues and prevention of development that would 
otherwise provide better facilities for Didcot

Non-completion of this project would limit the numbers 
of houses that can be built in Didcot and create traffic 
jams with associated pollution. 

Timescales were reset following initial planning refusal 
and Secretary of State call-in and construction is to 
now due be completed by March 2028

G

15. HIF1 Clifton Hampden bypass
OCC to construct a new single carriageway link road 
between the A415 at Culham and the B4015 to the 
north of Clifton Hampden, with shared-use walking and 
cycling facilities.  

• by early 2026 complete pre-construction works 
including archaeological strip, utility diversions, 
ecological works and vegetation clearance 
• by late January 2026 (at earliest) start main 
construction

• delay to completion of this infrastructure risks traffic 
issues and prevention of development that would 
otherwise provide better facilities for Didcot

Non-completion of this project would limit the numbers 
of houses that can be built in Didcot and create traffic 
jams with associated pollution. 

Timescales were reset following initial planning refusal 
and Secretary of State call-in and construction is to 
now due be completed by March 2028

G

16. Thames crossing
OCC to construct a new single carriageway link road 
between the A4130 at Didcot and the  A415 at Culham, 
with high quality and segregated walking and cycling 
facilities.  The scheme will include a new bridge over 
the Appleford railway sidings and a new bridge over the 
Thames.  

• by early 2026 complete pre-construction works 
including archaeological strip, utility diversions, 
ecological works and vegetation clearance 
• by late January 2026 (at earliest) start main 
construction 

• delay to completion of this infrastructure risks traffic 
issues and prevention of development that would 
otherwise provide better facilities for Didcot

Non-completion of this project would limit the numbers 
of houses that can be built in Didcot and create traffic 
jams with associated pollution. 

Timescales were reset following initial planning refusal 
and Secretary of State call-in and construction is to 
now due be completed by March 2028

G

* some sub-projects may be led by other organisations for example public art for Didcot Town Council or Didcot Hospital with the DGT team as a lead partner

** with regular reporting on progress by OCC to the Didcot Garden TownTeam, Advisory Board and Community Update Meetings
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