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Notice of a meeting of the  
 
Environment Committee 
13

th
 March 2017 at 7.30pm 

All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot 
 
 
 
 

Admission of the public and media 
The council welcomes members of the public to its meetings in accordance with the 

Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960. 

 

Reports and minutes 

We add reports and minutes to our website. 

  

Recording, photographs and filming 

The press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, or report from 

the meeting using social media.  As such members of the public may be recorded or 

photographed during the meeting.  

 

We ask that anyone wishing to record or photograph the meeting notifies the Deputy 

Town Clerk before the start of the meeting.  

 

Public participation 

The council welcomes the public’s involvement in meetings, which must be in 

accordance with our rules (Standing Order 12 on a matter before the Committee).   

 

The Chairman will invite members of the public to present their questions, 

statements or petitions at the start of the meeting. 

 

To find out about participation contact the Deputy Town Clerk. 

  

Didcot Town Council 

mailto:council@didcot.gov.uk


Agenda 

 
  ichard Chapman, Town Clerk   
Council Offices, Britwell Road   
Didcot 
OX11 7HN 

Phone: 01235 812637 
www.didcot.gov.uk 

E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk 
Fax: 01235 512837 

Agenda | 2 
 

Agenda 

1. To receive apologies. 

2. To receive declarations of interests.  Members are reminded to declare any 

interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance with Didcot 

Town Council’s code of conduct. 

3. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 16th January 2017 as a true and 

correct record (attached) 

4. Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item  

5. To consider and note the financial statements and budgets (attached) 

6. To note the Outdoor Services Manager’s report (attached) 

7. To consider applications for events (attached) 

8. To consider Ladygrove Lakes treatment options (attached) 

9. To consider refurbishment of play kit at Ladygrove Play Area (attached) 

10. To consider removal of the Mendip Heights Play Area (attached) 

11. To note suggestion on use of budget virements (attached) 

 

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

To resolve pursuant to Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 

1960 to exclude the press and public from the meeting on the grounds that publicity 

would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the 

business to be transacted. 
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12. To review the TOIL report  (restricted circulation) 

 
 
Kathy Fiander 

Town Clerk 
7th March 2017 

 

Voting committee members  

Councillors:   

Johanna Nash (Chairman) Anthony Nash 
Bernard Cooper Ben Shaw 
Anthony Dearlove Alan Thompson  
John Louth  
  

Nominated substitute committee members 

Councillors:     

Tim Bedford Tony Harbour 
Jackie Billington Des Healy 
Simon Clarke Ron Milton-Eldridge 
James Hart  
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Environment Committee 
Monday 16

th
 January 2017 at 7.30pm 

All Saints Room, Civic Hall 
 
Minutes 
 
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 
by the next meeting of this committee. 

 

PRESENT  
 

Councillors: Dr J Nash (Chairman) 
Dr S Clarke (ex-officio member) 
Mr B Cooper  

  Mr A Dearlove   
  Dr A Nash  
  Mr B Shaw 
  Mr A Thompson 
   
Officers: Mr T Hudson (Deputy Town Clerk) 
  Ms B Andrews (Outdoor Services Manager) 
   
Others: Six members of the public  
 
327. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
Mr L Cousins addressed the Committee on behalf of Didcot Parkrun.  
 
Mr Cousins spoke concerning Didcot Parkrun generally, and the noise levels 
involved in particular. He introduced Parkrun and its wider community aspects, 
including fundraising, litter-picking and Duke of Edinburgh, and also spoke of 
some of the huge personal successes of its participants. He also spoke of the 
care the organisers took to ensure there was minimal noise, and how little time 
any cheering took place for.   
 
Mr A Feest addressed the Committee on behalf of Didcot Allotment Society.  
 
Mr Feest spoke in favour of making a number of smaller plots available on a trial 
basis to enable a broader range of people to be allotment holders. He cited the 
existing mechanism for making smaller plots available, offered the support of 
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Didcot Allotment Society in making it possible, and commended suggestions in 
the report on proposed arrangements.  

 
328. APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were received from Councillor Mr B Service.  
 
    
329. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
 

Members were reminded to declare any interests they may have on any item on the 
agenda in accordance with Didcot Town Council’s code of conduct.  
 
Councillor Mr A Thompson declared a disclosable pecuniary interest on items 8 and 
9 on the agenda.1 

 

 
330. CHANGE OF AGENDA ORDER 
 
The Committee RESOLVED to change the order of the agenda to consider the 
application for events and smaller allotment plots after agenda item 4, questions on 
the minutes as to the progress of any item, and before item 5, consideration of 
financial statements and budgets. 
 

 

331. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

RESOLVED to agree the minutes of the 14th November 2016 as a true and correct 
record and that the Chairman sign them as such.  

 
 

332. QUESTIONS REGARDING PROGRESS OF ITEMS IN PREVIOUS   
MINUTES 

 
The Outdoor Services Manager was asked to provide an update on the Tikspak 
contract. The Committee was informed that the Town Clerk had sought legal 
advice, an updated contract had been organised and a response was awaited 
from Tikspak.  
 
 
333. APPLICATIONS FOR EVENTS AND RESIDENT FEEDBACK 
 
The Committee heard the content of an e mail from a resident complaining about 
noise generated by the Parkrun event. The Committee considered issues including 
the closeness of the event to residential houses, the duration of the event, and the 

                                                           
1
 Minute numbers 334  and 337 
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levelling effect on noise of having runners of different speeds finishing at different 
times, as well as specific issues raised by the complainant.  
 
The Committee considered a report detailing applications for events on Council land. 
The Outdoor Services Manager informed the Committee of three further fishing 
matches, on 12th February 2017 and 5th March 2017 hosted by the Ladygrove 
Fishing Association and the Army, and an Army fishing match on 15th February 2017 
– all from 10am to 3pm. 
 
RESOLVED: 
 
a) That the Outdoor Services Manager should inform the complainant about the 

Parkrun event that the Committee did not support his complaint but that the 
Outdoor Services Manager should offer to meet the complainant on site to 
provide the opportunity to ease his concerns. 

 
b) to grant permission for all events applied for as listed. 
 
Mr Cousins and two other members of the public left the meeting at this point. 
 
334. SMALLER ALLOTMENT PLOTS 
 
On the basis of his disclosable pecuniary interest as an allotment holder Councillor 
Mr A Thompson left the room for the duration of the discussion and vote on this item. 
 
The Committee considered a report detailing the issues surrounding Didcot 
Allotment Society’s request to make smaller plots available. Councillors considered 
the prevalence of allotment holders being unable to cope with full size allotments and 
the willingness of those to downsize, wider problems around new allotment holders 
giving up plots, the practicalities of splitting plots, and the length of the waiting lists. 
Previous ad hoc support by the Town Council to facilitate plot-sharing by those 
unable to maintain a full plot was also discussed. 
 
RESOLVED to make half plots available to new plot holders and to those having 
problems maintaining a full plot. It was agreed that changes should be made to the 
application form for an allotment to ask applicants what size of plot they wished to 
take on (2.5 pole or 5 pole), that the Council would communicate to allotment holders 
its willingness to facilitate plot-sharing for those considering giving up plots, and to 
hold a conversation with Didcot Allotment Society and others at the next allotment 
liaison meeting to explore what support could be provided by existing allotment 
holders. 
 
Mr Feest and two other members of the public left the meeting at this point. 
 
335. FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND BUDGETS 
 
Councillor Mr A Thompson returned to the meeting. 
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The Committee considered a report which invited it to note and raise questions on 
the Environment Committee financial statements and budgets to 31st December 
2016. 
 
In response to a question, it was explained that the Finance Officer had had a 
particularly high workload relating to the Civic Hall that resulted in the later despatch 
of the financial statements. 
 
The Committee raised the following questions about the financial statements and 
budgets. Firstly, whether more spend was due to come out of 301-3145 Machinery 
Costs. The Outdoor Services Manager advised that two machines had gone for 
winter servicing. Secondly, the Committee sought clarification on what budget 308 – 
3166 Millennium Wood Upkeep was spent on. The Outdoor Services Manager 
advised that it was for bulb planting and cutting back where necessary. 
 
The Outdoor Services Manager also advised that she was getting prices for two 
seats in the cemetery, to come from budget 310-3156 Seats and Litter Bins. The 
Outdoor Services Manager was asked to check whether a dog bin by Smallbones 
had been removed. 
 
The Committee NOTED the report. 
 
336. OUTDOOR SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
The Committee considered the report and was provided with the following additional 
information by the Outdoor Services Manager: 
 

- Marsh Rec grant. WREN had not provided a contract, which was preventing 
the Outdoor Services Manager from signing for the equipment. The delay 
meant that there was a potential for a price rise in what had been agreed 
previously. 
 

The Committee requested that the Outdoor Services Manager write a letter of thanks 
to the lady who had redecorated the Christmas tree after it was vandalised. 
 
The Committee discussed ways in which the organisation of the Remembrance Day 
service could be improved. The Outdoor Services Manager said that she would be 
volunteering to help organise the event next year, which was welcomed by the 
Committee. 
 
The Outdoor Services Manager’s report was NOTED. 
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337. ENVIRONMENT PROJECT TENDERS 
 
The Committee considered a report inviting it to review tenders for deer fencing 
at Mereland Road allotment, erosion works at Ladygrove Lakes and the supply 
of a new trailer.  
 
 

i) Allotment Deer Fencing 
 
On the basis of his disclosable pecuniary interest as an allotment holder 
Councillor Mr A Thompson left the room for the duration of the discussion 
and vote on the allotment fencing. 
 
RESOLVED to award the allotment deer fencing contract to Company A 
and choose the metal uprights option. 
 

ii) Ladygrove Lakes Erosion Works 
 
Councillor Mr A Thompson returned to the meeting. 
 
The Outdoor Services Manager reported the differences between the 
submitted options, and where relevant highlighted the potential for on-
costs. 
 
RESOLVED to award the Ladygrove Lakes erosion contract to Company 
A, option A.  

 
iii) Trailer 
 

The Outdoor Services Manager reported the operational benefits of 3-way 
tips and of the increased cost of a 3-way tip over a rear tip. 
 
RESOLVED to award the trailer contract to Company A for a 3-way tip, 
and to have Company A spray the trailer. 

 
338. WEED-KILLING PROPOSAL 
 
The Committee considered a report inviting it to decide whether it wished to run 
a course of weed-killing across Didcot in accordance with the specifications on 
which quotes were sought. If so, the Committee was asked to choose which 
company to award the contract to. If not, the Committee was asked to agree an 
alternative specification. 
 
The Committee discussed the appropriateness of undertaking work that was the 
duty of another statutory body and the sources of funding for grass-cutting. 
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RESOLVED to run the contract on the terms that the quotes were sought, to 
award the contract to Company C, and to vire the appropriate sum from budget 
310 – 3159 to pay for it. 
 
 
339. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 
RESOLVED pursuant to Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to 
Meetings] Act 1960 to exclude the press and public from the meeting on the 
grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of 
the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 
 
340. TOIL REPORT2 
 
The Committee NOTED the report on the TOIL levels of the gardening staff and 
welcomed the progress that had been made. 
 
 
 
The meeting ended at 8:50 pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed ______________________Chairman   Date:___________ 
  

                                                           
2
 Deputy Town Clerk’s note: There is no confidential minute for this item 
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  Environment Committee 
116

th
 January 2017 

 
   Report author: Tom Hudson 
 
 
 

 

Financial Statement and Budgets  
 

 

Introduction 

1. Attached is the “Detailed Income and Expenditure by Budget Heading” report to 
28th February 2017. 

Recommendation 

2. That the committee notes the financial statements and budgets having raised 
questions on the content. 

Background 

3. Standing Order 52 delegates the administration of the Environment budget to the 
Environment Committee. 

Legal Implications 

4. The council is required to arrange for the proper administration of its financial 
affairs: this includes regular reporting. 

Financial Implications 

5. As set out in the attached financial statements. 

Risk Implications 

6. None 
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Environment Committee 
13

th
 March 2017 

 
Report author: Brenda Andrews 
 
 
 

Outdoor Services Manager Report 
 
Introduction 

1. The report lists all the grounds works completed along with updates on allotment 

availability. Also includes contract work. 

2. Feedback on recent events within the report period and vandalism. 

3. Staff updates on training. 

Recommendation  

4. That council review the report and note works completed. 

Allotments 

5. Allotment inspection is due later in March. Wantage Rd is full with none waiting. 

Broadway has 1 vacant with 1 waiting. Mereland Rd has 5 vacant with 2 waiting. 

Cockcroft has 1 vacant with none waiting. New Rd has 2 vacant with 1 waiting for 

this site – there has been a big change over on site since the last inspection 

when termination letters were sent out. With new contracts being sent out a 

number of allotment holders are planning to give up. 

Great Western Park estate has 38 people waiting for those new sites to become 

available – proposed 2020. 

6. Deer fencing installed at Mereland road site after staff cleared the boundary. We 

also felled 1 willow in the fenceline and raised the canopy on another mature tree 

to allow the fencing to be installed. 

7. Repairs completed to a tap at Cockcroft and a leaking pipe at Mereland sites. 

8. Notices posted on all sites re burn dates and councillor reps. 

9. Best allotment winners: New Rd: Hunter plot 42, Wantage Rd: West plot 32, 

Cockcroft: Wiley plot 82, Mereland: Phillips plot 30, Broadway: Mason plot 68. 

Overall winner Phillips and best crops; Pocock plot 84 Cockcroft. 

Didcot Town Council 
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10.  After inspections in January listed rough plots strimmed down and areas cleared. 

11.  Break ins at 3 sites where sheds have been opened up in the last couple of 

weeks. Reported to the Police. 

12. Leaf pile at New Rd site sorted through. 

 

Play Equipment  

13. Inspections ongoing all sites. 

14. WREN contract for the £50,000 grant towards March Rec refurbishment has 

been signed and exchanged. As a result the play equipment has been ordered 

from Hags-SMP on 27th Jan. There is a 5 week lead in before construction can 

start. We have had a pre-construction site visit. 

15. Seats and Litterbins for the March Rec play area has been ordered and received. 

16. Smashed glass removed from Smallbones play area 23rd Jan. 

17. Smashed glass removed from Loyd Rec play area 13th Feb along with cans and 

bottles from the Millennium Wood after a ½ term party Feb 13th. 

18. Handles on the outdoor gym kit at Edmonds Park had missing covers replaced 

16th Feb. Kit was also oiled. 2 Eggshells on rope unit replaced as well. 

19. Pony springer seat at Marsh Rec sanded down 13th Jan. 

20. Ladygrove bark pit front log secured 13th Jan. 

21. Great Western Drive Rec – replacement wheels and bearings ordered for the 

roundabout as worn. 

22. Graffiti removed Edmonds Park play area 13th Jan and repair completed to the 

decking area. 

23. Rats reported at the skate park 6th Feb – rat baiting started on site 7th Feb. 

Adjoining railway embankment has had shrub layer cut back so disturbing rats. 

Rat baiting ongoing. 

24. Break in at Edmonds Park pavilion overnight 21st/22nd Feb. Door frame damaged 

and hasp replaced. Gained access to football club’s sweet store. Reported to 

Police. 

25. Rope ‘bannister’ on access up rope play kit Edmonds park replaced 10th Feb. 

Trees  

26. Tree management contract detailed works for Ladygrove Park which have been  

      partly completed: pollarding willows along cycleway by Venners Water flats 

      and around the lakes.  

27. All trees checked after storm Doris blew through. 1 small branch down at the 

      cemetery and 1 off a Chestnut at Loyd Rec. Other small branch trash cleared 

      at various sites, however no serious damage which validates the management. 

28.  Cut back the growth encroaching on the rides at Millennium wood 18th Jan.                
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Cemetery 

29. Burials on going and soil removal due coming week. 

30. First mowing cut due in March on site. 

31. Cemetery working group meetings started 24th Jan. Reviewed fees and reserve/ 

      local status.  

32. Top of hedge cut back over trough 14th Feb. 

General Maintenance 

33. Litter collection on going all sites and waste to pit via trailer and through skips. 

34. Pitch marking ongoing at Edmonds and Loyd Rec. 

35. Edmonds Park main drive and paths top dressed with gravel to finish in Jan. 

36. Top soil on site at Loyd Rec to surface repair pitch areas and overseed. 

37. Drainage channel at Edmonds Park drive entrance rodded through 30th Jan. 

38. Pallets cleared and yard tidied at Edmonds Park.  

39. All first aid kit checked and fire extinguishers/fire door checked at Edmonds  

      Park and Loyd Rec  30th Jan. 

40. Tennis courts at Edmonds power washed down 1st – 3rd Feb. 

41. Eaton Environmental checked all water supplies at Edmonds Park and Loyd Rec. 

      Recommends removal of all shower units which are no longer used.       

42. Bulb planting completed along Broadway Gardens, at Civic Hall, cemetery, 

      Millennium Wood, verge outside hospital and in raised beds outside shops. 

43. Summer bedding ordered for June delivery along with hanging baskets for the 

      town. 

Ladygrove Park 
 

44. Rat baiting on going at lakes. 

45. Ladygrove Lakes site review completed with Environment Agency 23rd Feb with 

      regard lake treatments for blue-green algae. 

46. Lakes erosion works completed between 22-24th Feb. Fish mesh fitted 1st March 

47. Repairs completed to the staging 10/11th January and boardwalk vandalism 

      damage repaired 24th Jan. 

48. One lifebuoy replaced 10th Feb. 

49. Area around tennis courts cleared of growth and litter 21/22nd Feb. 

50. Danger thin ice signs put out around lakes during frozen lake weather. 

 

Machinery  

 

51. Sentribox petrol storage unit installed at yard to comply with current legislation. 

52. Winter service completed on Iseki ride on, Ransomes mower and all powered 
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      hedgecutting tools and blowers. Also Ford 1520 tractor. 

 

53. New back light fitted after accidental damage to Nissan Cabstar. 

54. All other machinery receiving winter clean up and grease. 

55. Replacing worn out strimmers ready to start the mowing season. 

 

Other 

 

56. Tikspac contract and sites agreed. Awaiting supply of units to install in parks. 

57. Ladygrove Fishing Association meeting attended 26th Jan and AGM 9th Feb. 

      They have agreed to fund new planted up fish refuges for the lakes. 

58. Maintenance work completed at the Civic Hall to tighten door fittings, repair 

      office door closure and paint wall in main hall. 

59. Air conditioning commissioned for DTC office and upstairs room – works due 

      to start 13th March. 

60. Storage and office furniture ordered for the upstairs room and DTC’s small office 

      to make these 2 rooms operational.  

 

Events 

 

61. RAL fishing match at the lakes 9th Feb – good weights landed. 

62. LFA matches Feb 12th and March 5th along with Army match Feb 15th. Good 

      turn out and fine specimen fish landed. 

63. Parkrun – 2nd anniversary on 18th Feb. Well attended and Mayor took part and 

      presented prizes at the end. I attended site to witness the noise/ nuisance in 

      relation to the former complaint which has been withdrawn. 

64. There was a gathering at the Civic Hall on 23rd Feb for a minute’s silence on the 

       anniversary of the collapse of part of Didcot Power Station. 

65. The town’s clean-up was completed on 4th March which was supported by 60  

      people including many children. A large amount of litter was collected including 

      a large proportion which was recyclable. 

 

Staff 

 

66. Mobile tower training was completed on 1st Feb: 4 staff passed, I failed that resat  

      the training but failed a second time. 

67. I member of staff completed Chainsaw maintenance, cross cutting and small tree 

      felling course 6th – 10th Feb. Passed all elements but the felling which requires a  

      bit more experience. 

68. On-going review of apprentice – 19th Jan. Also staff member: 25th Jan, 15th Feb. 

69. Staff sickness: 18 days off work taken by 4 members of staff. 
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70. Staff holidays taken since last meeting: 66 days over all 7 staff and a remaining 

      26 days planned to be taken before end of 31st March 2017.  
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Environment Committee 
13

th
 March 2017 

 
Report author: Brenda Andrews 
 
 
 

Application for events report 
 
Introduction 

1. Requests for events on any council land are submitted to the Environment 

Committee to grant permission. Events falling between meetings are notified to 

the Chair of the Committee for approval to allow event planning. 

 

2. Major events are required to sign the council’s current terms and conditions. 

 

3. Commercial events are given permission on the understanding that any damage 

has to be made good at cost to the event organiser. 

Recommendation  

4. That council review the events listed and agree dates requested so that forward 

planning can be completed within the current terms and condition and budget 

restraints. 

Background 

5. Perry Hatwell’s Fair at Edmonds Park – dates confirmed as opening Wed 2nd- 

Sun 6th August. 

 

6. Ladygrove Fishing Association – Spring Clean in April at the lakes to prepare for 

the season. Confirmed Sun 23rd April, 9.30am – 1pm. Covered by club’s 

insurance. Assisted on day by DTC staff. 

 

7. LFA junior fishing match Fri 28th July, 4pm – 8.30pm. Jim’s charity match on 

Sunday 30th July, 8am – 2pm. Events covered by Club’s insurance. 

Didcot Town Council 
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8. Sutton Courtenay Fishing Club matches at Ladygrove Lakes: 24th Sept, 26th Nov 

2017 and 7th Jan 2018. All on a Sunday and covered by their club insurance. 

 

9. 999 Emergency Services event for Edmonds Park on Sat 26th August. This is 

being organised by the local Ambulance Service to highlight the mental health 

issues within the service. Supported by the Police and Fire Service. A charity 

walk will finish its route at Edmonds Park around 12 noon. Stalls, demos by the 

various services on site plus food and activities are planned. 11am – 4/5pm. 

 

10. Korfball annual tournament at Edmonds Park on Sat 19th August – all day. 

Covered by club’s insurance. This is the third year for this event. 

 

11. Request from Adam Jermy of Manor School who wants an annual tennis 

tournament for under 16’s. Noted that 27% of people who play tennis have less 

chance of dying compared to other sports! Looking for us to arrange with a 

suggested charge of £3 viewing and £1 to play. Also food and drink on site along 

with equipment sales. 

Legal Implications  

12. Event organisers have to be covered by their own insurance so if there were any 

legal implications from an event that would be channelled through that specific 

public liability cover. 

 

13. A risk assessment for the event is required including Health and Safety 

consideration and compliance with current relevant legislation.   

Financial Implications  

14. Major event organisers sign to be responsible for the cost of repairing any 

damage to site. 

 

15. Pre and post clean up of these event sites is covered within DTC’s ground staff 

normal routines. All event organisers are required to clear up after their events.  
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Ladygrove Lakes: treatment options report 
 
Introduction 

1. The lakes last year suffered massive repeated blue-green algae blooms which 

posed a danger to humans and dogs. As a result the lakes were closed for 8 

weeks. 

 

2. The Environment Agency (EA) have been on site to review what treatments could 

be used to help reduce the likelihood of these blue-green algae blooms 

reappearing in the coming year. 

 

3. We have had quotes to help aerate the water, to stop the algae forming and also 

to reduce the available food source so that algae cannot grow. 

Recommendation  

4. That council review the treatment options and award a contract out of the 

underspend on future budgets within the current financial year: 325 Projects 9040 

Future Projects. 

Report 

5. We have had a budget price for installing a diffused aeration system within 1 lake 

for £9,370 (company A) – there are on costs to supply an electrical feed to site 

and its set up which are not included. 

This system would aerate the water only which helps when you have an algae 

bloom in action but does not prevent the bloom. There would be continual 

electricity costs to cover throughout the year. Both lakes would need systems. 
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6. An alternative treatment for algae is using ultrasonics – this produces a vibrating 

wave within the water which prevents the algae growing. Company B has quoted 

£10,721-44 to install 2 Ultrasonic units for 1 lake but there are on costs to supply 

and install an electrical feed to site. This would need to be installed in both lakes 

and there would be annual electricity bills to cover.  

 

7. Company C are proposing using eco tablets which are a bacterial treatment of 

the water which effects biological changes within the water and the lake’s silt 

base. These changes make the environment less susceptible to algae blooms 

and increase the % dissolved oxygen. It is a natural treatment that will clear the 

water. There is a massive first dosing of the lake followed by 3 months of top up 

dosing. This should keep the lake clear of algae all year. In the second year 

treatment dosing will be less. 

Month 1 treatment for both lakes is £11,550 followed by 3 months treatment 

totalling £11,917-50. 

 

8. The EA are interested in reviewing the effects of the lakes treatment we use but 

have preferred a sustainable option. 

 

Legal Implications  

9. None.  

Financial Implications  

10. The treatment chosen can be funded by the future projects budget within this 

year. 

 

11. Some options have a greater long term impact on annual maintenance budgets 

with regard maintenance of equipment/ replacement and electricity costs.  
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Ladygrove Park: play kit refurbishment report 
 
Introduction 

1. The play kit at Ladygrove Park has been in the ground for over 15 years and the 

nets on the large multi-unit need replacing along with the stainless steel tunnel 

link.  

 

2. Other items are also listed for replacement/ repair some of which have been 

highlighted by our last RoSPA external inspection report.  

 

3. The kit that requires replacement is of Hag-SMP origin so these repairs are being 

completed by that manufacturer.   

Recommendation  

4. That council review the repairs listed and agree contract award to complete 

repairs. 

Play Kit Refurbishment Listing 

5. Junior multi-unit supply and fit new net tunnel x 2. 

Supply and fit 2 rope ladders. 

Supply and fit new pull up rope. 

Supply and fit new pendulum bridge assembly 

Supply and fit new crawl tube assembly 

Supply and fit new tower platform 

Supply and fit triangular tube slide supports 

Pedal roundabout – supply and fit complete new roundabout top 

Multi-play toddler unit, supply and fit 5 panels plus new roof assembly. 
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Supply and fit new scramble net 

Replace dinosaur springer and repair wet pour 

Remove 4 way springer and replace plus repair wet pour. 

 

6. These repairs currently cost £20,659-26 ex Vat. 

 

Legal Implications  

7. As the repairs have been recorded as requiring attention they need to be 

completed.  

Financial Implications  

8. There is budget provision from 1st April to cover costs of £20,000. Any overspend 

to be taken from the Mendip Heights removal play budget which has an 

underspend.  
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Mendip Heights: play area removal report 
 
Introduction 

1. The play area at Mendip Heights had been highlighted in a previous RoSPA 

external inspection as becoming due for complete refurbishment.  

 

2. Our lease on the land to install and maintain the play area has now lapsed 

and the original landowner has changed hands. 

 

3. There is a substantial play area within the adjoining GWP development that 

Mendip Heights is within the catchment area. Many families use that play area 

and we would not normally provide play areas in such close proximity.  

4.   Council agreed to the removal of the play area minute: 210, Env committee  

      meeting 16th Nov 2015. 

Recommendation  

4. That council agree that the original manufacturer remove their kit and safety 

surfacing and return the land to a level area seeded with grass. Within that 

contract to dispose of all waste off site. 

 

5. Metal items to be cut down so that they can be removed for recycling.   
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Legal Implications  

6. To notify Home Group of works on site.  

Financial Implications  

7. There is budget provision from 1st April to cover costs of £10,000 and the quote 

is £6,750. 
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Budget virements 
 
Introduction 

1. This report asks the Committee to consider whether to agree budget virements. 

Recommendation  

2. The Committee should agree virements only if an under- or overspend arises 

from a change to the original planned expenditure. 

Background 

3. Towards the end of the financial year, the Committee considers whether to use 

its power to vire funds between budget heads, the detail of which is in the 

Council’s financial regulations.  The financial regulations say “No expenditure 

may be incurred that will exceed the amount provided in the revenue budget, the 

RFO may, with the agreement of Council or committee, vire between heads.” 

 

4. The Committee’s financial reports are included on the agenda and show 

expenditure against the budget.   

 

5. Good practice is to vire between budget codes when additional expenditure 

arises from changes to the original spending plan. It is therefore recommended 

that the Committee agrees virements only if a change from the original planned 

expenditure is a reason for under expenditure or an overspend. 
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Legal Implications  

6. There are no legal implications from a decision to vire between budgets. 

Financial Implications  

7. The financial implications are that budgets may be under- or over-spent. 

Risk Implications  

8. There are no risk implications. 
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