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Annual Town Meeting 
Wednesday 15

th 
March 2017 at 7.30pm 

Didcot Civic Hall 
 
Minutes 
 
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 
at the next Annual Town Meeting. 

 
PRESENT  
 
Councillors: 

Mr S Connel (Mayor) 
Ms J Billington 
Mr B Cooper 
Dr S Clarke 
Mrs M Davies 
Mr A Dearlove 
 

Mr N Harris  
Mr D Healy  
Mr R Milton-Eldridge 
Mr B Service 
Mr B Shaw 
Mr A Thompson 

 Officers: Mrs K Fiander (Town Clerk) 
  Mr T Hudson (Deputy Town Clerk) 

Mrs S Robinson (Information Centre Manager) 
 
Fifteen members of the public present. 
 
Councillor Mr S Connel welcomed attendees to the Annual Town Meeting and  
Introduced its purpose as providing an opportunity for residents and tax payers of  
Didcot to hear how the Town Council had been spending their money, and to provide  
an opportunity to be asked questions about its work. 

1. Apologies 

Councillors Mr T Harbour, Mr J Hart, Dr A Nash, Dr J Nash, Mr C Robertson, 
Mr M Turner, and Mrs M Turner tendered apologies. 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 16th March 2016 

The minutes of the meeting held on 16th March 2016 were agreed and signed as a 
true and correct record. 

 

Didcot Town Council 
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3. Council Report – year to date 2016/2017 (Leader of the Council)  

Leader of the Council, Councillor Mr B Service, introduced the annual report, noting 
particularly the immense community spirit shown by residents of Didcot following the 
power station collapse, the Town Council’s upcoming projects and finances, and the 
pending retirements of a number of longstanding Town Council staff.  

Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, Councillor Dr S Clarke, 
referred attendees to his report on the work of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee. Councillor Clarke confirmed a rise in the precept of 1.5% had been 
recommended, which was a below-inflation rise and the first rise in two years. Also 
confirmed was the recommendation of the Committee that £400,000 be earmarked 
to for improvements to the Edmonds Park and Loyd Rec changing rooms, and the 
staff yard at Edmonds Park. 

In the absence of the Chairman of the Environment Committee vice-Chairman, 
Councillor Mr A Thompson, spoke of the highlights of the work of the Environment 
Committee had achieved in the previous year. These included the decision to 
designate Smallbone Recreation Ground as a Centenary Field following a request 
from the Royal British Legion, updating the town’s old Christmas lights, agreeing a 
contract to provide free dog bags from 22 stations across the Town Council’s parks 
and recreation areas, and the choice of contractor to replace the play equipment at 
Marsh Recreation Ground.  

Councillor Mr A Dearlove, Chairman of the Planning and Development Committee 
explained as part of his report the wider context of the Committee – its advisory 
nature – and highlighted significant developments in Didcot North and along the 
A4130 which had been recommended for refusal but approved by the District 
Council as the planning authority. Councillor Dearlove also identified as a success 
the 175 house development between Didcot and East Hagbourne which had been 
opposed by the Town Council, whose recommendation for refusal the District 
Council agreed with.   

Councillor Mr S Connel spoke of the challenges that had arisen during his time as 
Mayor, challenges relating to the role of Mayor itself such as the time commitment 
and the huge amount of patience and support it required and which had received 
from his family. Councillor Connel spoke of the external challenges, particularly the 
aftermath of the tragedy at Didcot Power Station. Amidst the hardship, however, he 
commended the enormity of Didcot’s community spirit and spoke of how he had 
been heartened by the way this spirit had been recognised by those from outside 
Didcot. 

There were no questions on the reports. 

4. Open Forum – Questions 

Q   Why are so many councillors absent? 

A Councillor Mr S Connel responded that he was not aware of the reasons for 
Councillor absences.  
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Q What support will be given to independent businesses in light of the Garden 
Town and the increasing attractiveness for larger businesses?  

 
A   Councillor Mr B Service explained that the Town Council had been offering and 

continued to offer advice to South Oxfordshire District Council on the ways to 
upgrade Broadway in order to make it more attractive.  

 
Q   Will the Town Council continue to oppose the proposed technology campus 

proposed by Didcot Garden Town on Ladygrove? 
 
A   Councillor Mr S Connel explained that the proposal had been removed by Didcot 

Garden Town.    
 
Q   Whose idea was Garden Town status for Didcot? 
 
A   Councillor Mr B Service stated that the original concept of funding for 

infrastructure for towns willing and able to increase the number of housing came 
from central government. Locally, South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) 
had proposed garden town status for Didcot without any consultation with the 
Town Council.   

 
Q   Had the Town Council been consulted would it have supported the Garden Town 

concept for Didcot? 

A   Councillor Mr A Dearlove stated his personal support for the Garden Town status 
on the basis that the Town was already committed to approximately 60% of the 
housing requirement to qualify for Garden Town status, and that for a further 
6000 additional homes Didcot would become eligible for millions of pounds of 
infrastructure, which would be a real opportunity to make Didcot better.  

 Councillor Mr B Service agreed with Councillor Dearlove, but with the caveat that 
the Didcot Garden Town extended beyond the Didcot parish boundary and that 
the boundaries should be reconsidered if the Garden Town project went ahead.  

Q   In light of concerns over incorrect facts made by presenters at a stakeholder 
event for Didcot Garden Town, what can the Town Council do to influence the 
presentations? 

A   Councillor Mr B Service said the Town Council did not have any involvement or 
influence over the content of presentations made by Didcot Garden Town staff. 

Q   Relating to the planning applications for Ladygrove North East and Ladygrove 
North, where the number of houses applied had increased from 650 to 800, and 
1880 to 2200 respectively, does the Town Council know why there has been an 
increase?  

A   Councillor Mr A Dearlove stated that the plans that had been submitted were 
outline plans only, and that it was difficult to make any assessment of the 
reasons or suitability of any increase until more detailed spatial plans were 
available. 
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Q   Why is the proposed figure for affordable housing in the development opposite 
Tesco below 40%? 

A  Councillor Mr B Service stated that the land was in private hands, and that no 
developer had been found willing to commit to 40% affordable housing. 
Councillor Service stressed that whilst the Town Council could not do anything to 
force an increase in the number of affordable houses, it would fight hard to 
improve the quality of any developments.  

Q   What infrastructure is being offered as part of the developments due to take 
place across Didcot? 

A   Councillor Mr A Dearlove cited examples including the district neighbourhood 
centre on Great Western Park, community centres on Great Western Park and 
Ladygove North, retail units, a care home, new allotments, a new sports pavilion 
and skate park on Great Western Park, and a leisure centre for Ladygrove North 
East. Councillor Mr B Service stated that the greatest challenge was not the 
building of infrastructure, which was being committed to by developers, but 
finding people willing to run the community assets. At present South Oxfordshire 
District Council were having to employ a staff member to run the Great Western 
Park community centre because the developers did not want to, and no 
community groups had offered to do so. Councillor Service also drew attention to 
health facilities that would accompany developments, but also noted that the 
need for patients to use them meant they necessarily followed rather than 
preceded the building of houses.   

Q   What is the situation with the extension to the Northern Perimeter Road? 

A   Councillor Mr B Service stated that a plan had been submitted by Oxfordshire 
County Council, but that funding had at that time not been allocated. 

Q   The Town Council is thanked for standing firm regarding the proposed 
developments on the green spaces in Ladygrove; it is a great result for residents. 
Will the Town Council remain as vigilant in the future? 

A   Councillor Mr D Healy referenced Didcot’s under-provision of green spaces 
relative to its size and the importance of maintaining these green spaces. 
However, he stressed that with almost 30,000 residents infrastructure was vitally 
important and that the Town Council was happy to be supportive of sensible 
suggestions. Building on Ladygrove’s green spaces, however, did not fit within 
this category and the Town Council would continue to stand its ground.   

Q   Is there a South Oxfordshire District Council cabinet member for Didcot?   

A    Councillor Mr B Service confirmed that South Oxfordshire District Council had 
cut the place on the cabinet for the Didcot representative, but that Town 
Councillors who were also serving on the District Council continued to fight hard 
on behalf of residents.  

Q   Would the growth of Didcot mean that the South Oxfordshire District Council 
cabinet representative might be reinstated? 
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A   Councillor Mr B Service stated that it was within the gift of the District Council’s 
Leader to appoint cabinet members. Two years previously Councillor Service 
had been the cabinet member for Didcot but the Leader had cut the position, 
stating it was unnecessary due to the large number of Town Councillors also 
serving on the District Council.  

Q  Can the Town Council confirm if it plans to hold a Town Fayre in 2017? 

A   Councillor Mr B Service asked confirmed that there was a line in the budget to 
make money available to run a Town Fayre, but that the Town Council was 
looking to community organisations to run the event and none had presently 
come forward.  

Q   Councillor Mr J Louth lives outside of Didcot. Who does Councillor Louth work 
for and why is he a Town Councillor in Didcot rather than his own town? 

A   Councillor Mr B Service stated that Councillor Louth had stood for election as a 
Didcot Town Councillor as he was working in Didcot, that he had been elected 
but had since been made redundant. This change in circumstances would be 
considered at the next consideration of committee memberships.  

Q   Has Councillor Mr J Louth been asked to resign? 

A   Councillor Mr B Service confirmed that he had not. 

Q   How will housing standards in developments be monitored with the increased 
number of housing?  

A   Councillor Mr B Service stated that planning guidelines exist and would apply to 
future developments, and that if the questioner had specific issues about 
housing standards he would be advised to attend the Garden Town open 
meetings as a platform for asking for more information. 

Q   Why was Station Road allowed to become opened to bus-traffic and bus traffic 
only? 

A   Councillor Mr S Connel stated that the Town Council had twice unanimously 
opposed the plans but had not been heeded. 

Q   Can the Town Council do anything to do with the rat problem that has arisen 
following the demolition of warehouses on Broadway? 

A   Councillor Service stated that Town Councillor Tony Harbour would be in a 
better position to consider this issue in his position as South Oxfordshire District 
Council member for Environment.  

Q   Does the Town Council agree that it is disappointing to see a low turnout for this 
Annual Town Meeting? 

A   Councillor Mr S Connel stated that many people had come to other meetings on 
issues that mattered to them, such as the extraordinary meeting of Council to 
consider its response to the Didcot Garden Town proposals. The low turnout was 
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a positive sign in that compared to previous years residents had fewer reasons 
for frustration or criticism to spur them to come out.  

 
The meeting closed at 8.55pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:    (Mayor) Date:   


