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Finance and General Purposes Committee 
Monday 24th April 2017 at 7.30pm 
Didcot Civic Hall 
 
Minutes 
 
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 
by the next meeting of this Committee. 
 

Present:   

Councillors:   

Dr S Clarke (Chairman) 
Ms J Billington  
Mrs M Davies  
Mr A Dearlove 
 
  

 

 

Mr T Harbour (Vice-Chairman) 
Mr B Service (ex-officio member) 
Mr B Shaw 
 

Officer: 
 

Mr T Hudson, Deputy Town Clerk 
 

 
One member of the public in attendance. 

 
Public participation 
 
Mrs M Blackman addressed the Committee in relation to the grant aid application 
from St Birinus school. The Committee were informed of the details and background 
of the application, the historical importance of the house boards for which the school 
was seeking funds towards restoration, and school’s plans as to how to make 
available the boards to the public following restoration. Councillors noted the 
enduring sense of identity the school’s house system provided local alumni, and 
sought clarification on costings, fundraising and how the restored boards would be 
made accessible to the public.  
 

456. Apologies 
 

None 
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2 

 

457. Declarations of interests   
 
None. 
 
 

458. Minutes of the meeting held on 20th March 2017 
 
RESOLVED to agree as a correct record the minutes of the meeting on 20th March 
2017 and to sign them as such. 
 
 

459. Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item  
 

None. 
 
 

460. Grant aid applications 
 
The Committee considered four grant aid applications: 
 

a) St Birinus School 
 

The Committee commended the project and RESOLVED to award St Birinus 
School £590.  

 
b) Didcot Library 

 
The Committee noted the good work delivered by Didcot Library with previous 
grant funding and RESOLVED to award Didcot Library £300. 

 
c) Didcot AP UK 

 
In considering the application the Committee noted the changing 
demographics in Didcot and the demand for the service, whilst also noting the 
absence of other sources of funding and the cost of the overall project relative 
to the Council’s grant aid budget.  
 
RESOLVED to award Didcot AP UK £1750. 
 

d) The Meadows Care Home 
 

In considering the application the Committee discussed the benefit to Didcot 
residents relative to the proposed grant size, and issues around ensuring the 
benefits were directed to Didcot residents. The Committee noted that the 
application form did not provide any space for prospective grant applicants to 
state funding provided from other town or parish councils.  
Councillor Mrs M Davies proposed that £2000 be awarded. Councillor Dr S 
Clarke proposed an amendment that future applications from the applicant 
require more information regarding other sources of funds. 
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RESOLVED to award The Meadows Care Home £2000 with the condition that 
future grant funding applications include a detailed breakdown of other 
charitable grants applied for to meet the project cost.  

 

461. Financial statements and budgets as at 31st March 2017 
 
The Committee considered and NOTED the financial statements and budgets as at 
31st March 2017. 
 

462. Appointment of internal auditor for the financial year 2017/18 
 
The Committee considered the report of the Town Clerk seeking it to choose its 
preferred supplier of internal audit services for 2017/18 and to make a 
recommendation to Council accordingly.  
 
In considering the options the Committee considered the fixed and variable costs of 
the options, as well as the budget for internal audit services.  
 
Councillor Mrs M Davies proposed that the Committee recommend to Council that it 
appoint supplier 2. Councillor Dr S Clarke seconded the motion. 
 
RESOLVED: to recommend to Council that it appoint supplier 2 as the provider for 
internal audit services for the financial year 2017/18. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8:05 pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed__________________Chairman         Date _____________ 
 
 


