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Annual Town Meeting 
Wednesday 21st March 2018 at 7.30pm 
Didcot Civic Hall 
 
Minutes 
 
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 
at the next Annual Town Meeting. 

 
PRESENT  
 

Councillors: 

Ms J Billington (Mayor) 
Ms C Augustine 
Mr S Connel  
Dr S Clarke 
Mr N Harris  
Mr N Hards 
Mr D Healy  
 

Mr S Hewerdine 
Mr M Khan 
Mrs D Macdonald 
Mr R Milton-Eldridge 
Mr C Robertson 
Mr B Service 
Ms P Siggers 
 

 Officers: Mrs J Perrin (Interim Town Clerk) 
  Mr T Hudson (Deputy Town Clerk) 

 
Thirty members of the public present. 
 

Mayor of the Council, Councillor Ms J Billington, welcomed attendees to the Annual 
Town Meeting.  Having referred attendees to her report, Councillor Billington 
reflected on how much she had enjoyed her year as Mayor, and the opportunities 
she had had to meet people and represent the people of Didcot. 

1. Apologies 

Councillors Mr A Dearlove, Mr T Harbour and Mr J Hart tendered apologies. 

2. Minutes of the meeting held on 15th March 2017 

The minutes of the meeting held on 15th March 2017 were agreed and signed as a 
true and correct record. 
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3. Council Report – year to date 2017/2018 (Leader of the Council)  

Leader of the Council, Councillor Mr B Service, introduced the annual report and 
encouraged attendees to read it. In addition, Councillor Service lauded the opening 
of the next phase of the Orchard Centre, which signified Didcot’s development as a 
‘destination town’. Councillor Service stated that as the town expanded, he would be 
lobbying for boundary changes to ensure that the boundaries of Didcot reflect the 
natural usage of facilities by those living on the parish border.   

4. Open Forum – Questions 

Q   Who has overall oversight of development within Didcot? (R Lee) 

A Councillor Mr B Service explained that the body with the biggest section of 

oversight of development was the Didcot Garden Town board, which was 
overseen by Councillors and officers from South Oxfordshire District Council and 
Vale of the White Horse. At a lower level of housebuilding, each District Council 
– Vale of the White Horse and South Oxfordshire District Council – had 
responsibility for overseeing the developments within their respective 
boundaries. Regarding the building of a multi-storey car park at the railway 
station, this was a special case because the railway did not need planning 
permission. The Town Council had opposed the car park’s construction but had 
been ignored.    

Q What percentage of housing is affordable within Didcot? 

 
A   Councillor Mr B Service explained that the District Council’s aspiration was for 

40% to be affordable, but because developers state that such a figure is unviable 
for them that figure is never met. Councillor Mr M Khan agreed, stating that it 
was a frustration to him as a South Oxfordshire District Councillor to see 
applications come in stating that the 40% threshold would be met, only at a later 
stage to see this substantially reduced, and that there was a need in Didcot for 
both affordable homes and affordable rents.  Councillor Mr S Connel also asked 
that it be noted that the Town Council was simply a planning consultee, and it did 
not have any final decision-making responsibility.  

 
Q   Why are building companies not required to pay a contribution towards access 

being improved? 
 
A   Councillor Mr S Connel explained that there is exactly such a requirement, but 

that the pot the developer payments go into is not managed by the Town 
Council.   
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Q   Can the Town Council intervene to address the issues of all day parking in time-

limited parking bays in Didcot, and non-disabled users parking in the disabled 
bays outside Boots? 

 
A   Councillor Mr B Service explained that parking is not an area which the Town 

Council has a legal power to enforce. The District Council had previous looked at 
the possibility of having wardens, but had decided not to proceed due to the high 
set up and maintenance costs of the scheme. Councillor Service confirmed that 
the Police would be invited to the next Traffic Advisory Group meeting, where the 
issue would be considered.  

 
Q   Can the Town Council look into the failure to respond to a letter about disabled 

toilets in the Orchard Centre? (D Stavris) 

A   Councillor Mr B Service noted that the correspondence had been passed to the 

developer, who held responsibility for the toilets. However, the Town Council 
would look into the claim that the original letter had not been replied to.  

Q   Why was the issue of disabled toilets not included in the Annual Report? 

A   Councillor Ms J Billington said the Town Council manages a high number of 

issues, not all of which can be included within the Annual Report.  

Q   Is there a development proceeding on the land opposite Tesco?  

A   Councillor Mr B Service stated that he was not aware of one going ahead at the 

moment. 

Q   Is it possible for a housing association or the District Council to develop the land 

opposite Tesco? 

A  Councillor Mr B Service stated that such a decision would be a District Council 

matter, but that he was aware that Cherwell District Council had set up their own 
development company and that it was being looked at with interest by other local 
District Councils. Councillor Mr N Hards added that there had previously been a 
degree of interest within the District Council for compulsory purchase of the land 
around 2003, and that it was a pity that that interest had evidently cooled. 

Q   Do you know when the Northern Perimeter Road will be completed? (E Bracken) 

A   Councillor Mr B Service confirmed that the Northern Perimeter Road was now 

fully funded, and that the County Council recognised the urgency of its delivery.  

Q   Is there going to be any toilet provision within the Orchard Centre? 

A   Councillor Mr B Service confirmed that toilet facilities were within the Orchard 

Centre plans.    
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Q   Can the Town Council provide an update on the progress of the Fields in Trust 

application to make Smallbone Rec a Centenary Field? 

A    Councillor Mr S Connell asked the Deputy Town Clerk to provide an update. The 

Deputy Town Clerk explained that the agreement was largely in place, but that 
the need to involve the Bowls Club as a third party to the agreement between the 
Council and Fields in Trust was slowing the process down. Councillor Mr S 
Connel explained that he did not expect the process to slowed down further 
because the Bowls Club were no longer asking to be able to extend their 
property.  

Q   Can the Town Council ask on behalf of residents for more details about why a 

golden goodbye was given to David Hill on his departure from South Oxfordshire 
District Council?  

A   Councillor Mr B Service stated that the decisions on how to manage staff were 

an internal matter for South Oxfordshire District Council, but that the Town 
Council would try to get clarification. Councillor Mr D Healy agreed that the Town 
Council should bring it to the attention of South Oxfordshire District Council to 
bring it to their attention that the matter was raised at the Town Council’s Annual 
Town Meeting.  

Q  Can the Town Council seek to establish why contractors without the ‘Caring 

Constructors’ designation are allowed to build on Great Western Park? 

A   Councillor Mr M Khan explained that he would be having a meeting with the 

Chief Exec of South Oxfordshire District Council to raise concerns about the 
treatment of neighbours to Great Western Park by contractors and would feed 
back afterwards.  

Q   In light of the changing retail environment that is and will take place as Didcot 

expands, will the Town Council make the case to South Oxfordshire District 
Council that small independent businesses are being treated badly? 

A   Councillor Mr S Connel put forward the fact that Didcot Town Council had tried 

during his time as the Chairman of the Planning Committee to support small 
independent businesses by seeking that the Orchard Centre have a number of 
smaller and reduced-price units set aside. However, this suggestion was 
overruled. The Town Council would, however, seek to continue to take 
opportunities to support independent local businesses.   

Q   Will the Town Council be willing to contact Taylor Wimpey to ensure that boards 

regarding the findings of archaeological surveys are erected at Boundary Park? 

A   Councillor Mrs D Macdonald stated her previous involvement with the boards 

project and said she would be happy to follow this up. 
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Q   When did the Traffic Advisory Group last meet, and when is it next due to meet?  

A   Councillor Mr B Service confirmed that following a review the Traffic Advisory 

Group was going to proceed but asked for the information from the Deputy Town 
Clerk on dates, who confirmed the last meeting had been in December 2016. Mr 
D Healy explained that a hiatus had occurred due to Police and County Council 
officers feeling insufficiently protected from the public at the last meeting. 
Councillor Mr N Hards confirmed that Councillors were presently being asked for 
dates for the next meeting in early June 2018. 

Q   Will South Oxfordshire District Council councillors support taking on civil 

enforcement of parking by the District Council? 

A   Councillor Mr B Service stated that he was sure that Didcot Town Councillors on 

South Oxfordshire District Council would be happy to take the suggestion 
forward to the relevant South Oxfordshire District Council cabinet member.  

Q   Will Councillors support approaching Willowbrook Leisure Centre to ask whether 

their toilets can be made available for public use? 

A   Councillor Service stated that the Town Council could make that request.  

Q   Can South Oxfordshire District Council Councillors speak to officers for a 

response regarding how a recent Local Green Space designation application 
was assessed for Ladygrove Park and the conclusions reached? 

A   Councillor Mr B Service agreed to ask to do so. 

Q   Can South Oxfordshire District Council Councillors or those on Didcot Town 

Council Planning Committee seek clarification on the application of green space 
level guidelines to new planning applications? 

A   Councillor Mr B Service agreed to do so. 

Q   Can the Town Council make comment about the recent changes regarding the 

changing circumstance of John Cotton at South Oxfordshire District Council? 

A   Councillor Mr S Connel reminded the questioner, Councillor Mr S Hewerdine, 

that the point of an Annual Town Meeting was to be a forum to focus on getting 
the best for the people of Didcot, and not for seeking to engage in political points 
scoring relating to the workings of an external organisation. 

Q Who is the body responsible for hedge cutting and litter on A4130? (G Connolly)  

A   Councillor Mr B Service explained that the responsibility was shared between 

South Oxfordshire District Council and Vale of the White Horse District Council, 
and that he had already complained to them about the state the road had been 
left in.  
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The meeting closed at 8.50pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:    (Mayor) Date:   
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