Didcot Town Council

Notice of an Extraordinary meeting of the
Environment Committee
12th December at 7.45pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot

Admission of the public and media
The council welcomes members of the public to its meetings in accordance with the
Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960.

Reports and minutes
We add reports and minutes to our website.

Recording, photographs and filming
The press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, or report from
the meeting using social media. As such members of the public may be recorded or
photographed during the meeting.
We ask that anyone wishing to record or photograph the meeting notifies the Deputy
Town Clerk before the start of the meeting.

Public participation
The council welcomes the public’s involvement in meetings, which must be in
accordance with our rules (Standing Orders 18 - 20 on a matter before the
Committee).
The Chairman will invite members of the public to present their questions,
statements or petitions at the start of the meeting.
To find out about participation contact the Deputy Town Clerk.
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Agenda

Agenda
1.

To receive apologies.

2.

To receive declarations of interests. Members are reminded to declare any
interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance with Didcot
Town Council’s code of conduct.

3.

To consider deferred recommendation to the Finance and General Purposes
Committee regarding allotment charges for inclusion within the budget for
2020/21 (Original ‘Annual Charges’ report attached)

4.

To consider the recommendation from Council regarding nominations of air
quality monitoring sites to South Oxfordshire District Council (attached with
appendices)

5.

To note updates from the Allotment Liaison Working Group (attached with
appendix)

6.

To consider a response to increasingly hot summers in relation to the plants
put into Town Council flower beds (attached)

7.

To consider a response to overgrowth along a section of Tyne Avenue
(attached with appendix)

8.

To consider a course of action in relation to the Town Council’s verge mowing
contract (attached)

9.

To consider whether to run a litter-pick and, if so, to consider other ancillary
matters (attached)

10.

To note updates from the Cemetery Working Group and to consider
recommendations to the committee (attached with appendices)

11.

To note updates from the WW1 Working Group and to consider
recommendations to the committee (attached with appendix)

12.

To consider s course of action in relation to Didcot’s Fireworks display
(attached)

13.

To consider next steps in light of the upcoming end to the Council’s existing
Christmas Lights contract (attached)

14.

Future project suggestions
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6th December 2018

Voting members:
Mr A Thompson
Ms J Billington
Mr A Dearlove
Mr S Connel
Ms C Augustine
Mrs D MacDonald
Mr S Hewerdine
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Didcot Town Council

Agenda item 9
Annual Charges

Environment Committee
19th November 2018
Report author: Tom Hudson

Annual charges for Council services
Introduction
1. This report asks the Committee to review and recommend charges for services
for inclusion within the budget for 2019/20.

Recommendation
2. The Committee should:
a) review 2018/19 charges and recommend the Finance and General Purposes
Committee agrees revisions to them for inclusion within the 2019/20 budget;
b) review the allotment rents and recommend the Finance and General
Purposes Committee agrees them for inclusion within the budget for
2020/21.

Background
3. Overleaf are details of current charges for services. Charges are reviewed on an
annual basis at the same time as the draft estimates for the coming year’s
budget. Draft estimates for the Committee’s budget are dealt with elsewhere on
the agenda.
4. Most revised charges will come into effect from 1st April 2019. The exception to
this is rent for allotments, which is set two years in advance to give required
notice to allotment holders. As such any agreed charges will come into effect
from 1st April 2020.
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5. The charges that attract VAT in the past have been set as VAT excluded. The
standard rate of VAT is 20%.
6. The Retail Price Index change over the 12 months to September 2018 was 2.2%.
The CPI 12-month rate (the amount prices change over a year) between
September 2017 and September 2018 also stood at 2.2%.
7. The 2018/19 charges are set out below, alongside the 2019/20 allotment fees
previously agreed:
Allotments
Non Concessions
Concessions
(65 or over at start of rent year)
Cultivation deposit (for new plots)
Late Payment Fee
Cemetery
Note: for all non-Didcot residents there is a 200%
additional payment on all fees
Exclusive Right of Burial
Person whose age at time of death exceeded 16
years
Person whose age at time of death did not
exceed 16 years
Cremated remains plot
Interments
In a grave (in respect of which an exclusive right
of burial has been granted)
Cremated remains (in respect of which an
exclusive right of burial has been granted)
Person whose age at time of death did not
exceed 16 years
Late afternoon burial fee (applies for bookings
14:45 or later Mon - Thurs and 14:15 on Fri)
Private burial fee (for burials and cremations
without a funeral director)
Headstones and memorials
Headstones and memorials including first
inscription
Additional inscriptions
Memorial bench fee
(not including bench costs)
Kerbing fee (in addition to headstone fee)
Other
Late/incomplete paperwork fee
Cancellation/amendment/administration fee for
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

2018/19
£29
£19

2019/20
£31
£21

£40

£40
£10

£285
Free
£115
£410
£210
Free
£40
£100

£110
£50
£100
(Not set - £400
reccommended)
£60
£70
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reserved plot
Pitches
Adults
Juniors
Fishing Permits
Adults
Adult Concessions
Juniors
Juniors Concession
Park Events
Commercial Hire Per Day

£55
£16
£21
£10.50
£10
£5
£235

8. The Committee is asked to consider whether to extend the commercial hire fee
to charity or sporting events with anticipated incomes of over £5000.

Legal Implications
9. Standing Order 52 delegates to the Committee the administration of the
Environment Committee budget.

Financial Implications
10. The Committee’s decisions will be considered as part of the budget decisionmaking process by the Finance and General Purposes Committee and Council.

Risk Implications
11. The Committee’s decisions will be considered as part of the budget decisionmaking process by the Finance and General Purposes Committee and Council.
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Agenda item 4
AQMA Site Nominations

Environment Committee
12th December 2018
Report author: Tom Hudson

Air Quality Monitoring Site Nominations
Introduction
1. The Committee is asked to consider its response to a recommendation from
Council for nominations of air quality monitoring sites to be made following the
invitation of South Oxfordshire District Council to do so.

Recommendation
2. That the committee considers the recommendation and formulates a response
accordingly.

Background
3. At Council on 3rd September 2018 it was agreed to write a letter to South
Oxfordshire District Council and Oxfordshire County Council regarding air quality
and monitoring in Didcot. A copy of the letter is attached as appendix A.
4. At its meeting of 5th November Council considered the response made by South
Oxfordshire District Council, which is attached as appendix B.
5. The response from South Oxfordshire District Council includes the following
invitation to the Town Council: “If you have any suggested monitoring locations in
addition to [the] Marsh Bridge area, please let us know.”
6. The resolution of Council at its meeting of 5th November was “that the invitation
by South Oxfordshire District Council to suggest alternative monitoring locations
for air quality be referred to the Environment Committee for consideration.”

Legal Implications
7. None

Financial Implications
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8. None

Risk Implications
9. None
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Appendix A
Motion sent to SODC
"Local Air Quality Management (LAQM) as set out in Part IV of the Environment Act
(1995) places an obligation on all local authorities to regularly review and assess air
quality in their areas, and to determine whether or not air quality objectives are likely
to be achieved. Where an exceedance of the NO2 annual mean objective of
40µg/m3 is considered likely the local authority must declare an Air Quality
Management Area (AQMA) and prepare an Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP) within
12-18 months, setting out measures it intends to put in place in pursuit of compliance
with the objectives.
The 2018 Air Quality Annual Status Report (ASR) published by SODC in May 2018
( https://oxfordshire.air-quality.info/documents/2018.pdf ) noted that exceedances
have been recorded in Didcot since 2013. The report suggests this is likely to be a
result of the significant levels of development within the area leading to an increase
in vehicle numbers. If this is indeed the underlying cause, it is reasonable to
conclude that as Didcot grows we can expect the situation to get worse. Yet no
AQMA has been declared in Didcot and no AQAP referencing Didcot exists.
Of particular concern must be the well-being of our children, particularly when using
outdoor play areas located close to areas of potentially poor air quality. One area of
concern is the recently refurbished Marsh Play Area on Fleet Way Didcot. This is
close to Marsh Bridge and the busy Aldi store and is an area often subject to traffic
congestion. While air quality measurements were recorded some distance away by a
diffusion tube located at Marsh Cottages until 2016 (the same year Aldi opened),
reports ceased thereafter, despite an increase in local traffic being expected.
Measurements also ceased to be reported from the nearest alternate diffusion tube
site at the lower end of the Broadway after 2015.
This council calls upon South Oxfordshire District Council to undertake continuous
automatic measurement of air quality in Didcot given previous poor air quality
measurements in the Town dating back to 2013 and the predicted increase in
vehicular traffic resulting from the towns ongoing growth. We ask that all diffusion
tube monitoring sites are reviewed and new diffusion tube monitoring sites are added
commensurate with the towns new traffic patterns. We also call upon SODC to
undertake a period of continuous monitoring under Marsh Bridge and at Marsh Play
Area, Fleet Way, Didcot to discover if our children are safe using the park and if
pedestrians are safe using Marsh Bridge underpass, given increases in vehicular
traffic and the absence of reported readings beyond 2016 in this now very busy area.
Finally we invite SODC to explain why an AQMA is not already in place for Didcot
given the long standing excessive pollution readings, the expected growth of the
town and the requirements of the Environment Act (1995) in this regard.
A copy of this motion to be forwarded to South Oxfordshire District Council and
Oxfordshire County Council for their consideration and comment.”
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Appendix B
Response from SODC Air Monitoring Officer
Good afternoon Mr Wayman,
A couple of weeks ago I received an email form your colleague Julie Perrin regarding Didcot
Town Council’s motion on air quality. It is my understanding that Ms Perrin has now left the
organisation and you are the new Town Clerk. Please find below my response to her email.
South Oxfordshire District Council currently undertakes nitrogen dioxide monitoring in eight
sites across Didcot. In 2017, recorded nitrogen dioxide (NO2) levels in the town centre
showed concentrations below the limit indicated by both European and National legislation,
an annual mean of NO2 40µg/m3.
The only exceedance of this limit took place in one location (Station Road/Mendip Heights)
where the nearest receptors are 30m away from the monitoring site. Since this distance is
greater than 15m, the recorded value cannot be distance adjusted and therefore the figure
obtained is not a true reflection of the NO2 levels at which receptors are exposed in the
area. It is for this reason that this diffusion tube site will be reviewed within the next couple
of months.
Measurements taken at seven of the sites show nitrogen dioxide levels have decreased in
the last five years, this downward trend supported previous data recorded at Marsh Cottages
and 35/37 Broadway, which showed a decrease in NO2 concentration from 2011 to 2015.
Values recorded at the monitoring site closest to Fleet Way (located less than 300m away at
55 Broadway) reflect the changes in air quality for Didcot. Over the last 5 years, NO 2 levels
have been consistently below the limit concentration and have followed a decreasing trend.
Since the national objective of 40µg NO2/m3 is being met and are likely to be met in the
future, SODC will not consider declaring an AQMA as a measure to improve air quality in
Didcot for the time being. However, there are currently a number of actions in place that aim
to reduce the emissions of pollutants and address local air quality across the district,
following the AQ Action Plan (2014) and Low Emission Strategy (2017).
The monitoring of air quality must be reported to Defra annually. This is done through our
Annual Status Report, which provides details of all NO2 readings, the annual average for
NO2 before and after bias and distance correction and assessment for compliance with the
annual air quality objective and monitoring results from previous years. Defra have
acknowledged the contents of the 2018 report and they have not identified a need for an
AQMA to be declared in Didcot as a result of the NO2 levels recorded.
The district council is committed to carrying out effective air quality monitoring that will allow
us to assess air quality in the district accurately. For that reason, the locations of monitoring
sites will be reviewed later this year, with additional tubes added to increase the coverage
throughout Didcot. If you have any suggested monitoring locations in addition to Marsh
Bridge area, please let us know.
For more information on the actions designed to improve air quality in the district or further
monitoring data, please visit the Oxfordshire Air Quality Website at https://oxfordshire.airquality.info/local-air-quality-management/south-oxfordshire.
If you require any further information, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
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Agenda item 5
Allotment Liaison Update

Environment Committee
12th December 2018
Report author: Tom Hudson

Allotment Liaison Update
Introduction
1. This report asks the committee to note the feedback from the allotment liaison
group

Recommendation
2. That the Committee notes the update from the allotment liaison group and raises
any questions on the contents
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Best Town Council
Didcot

Allotment Liaison Group
Tuesday 6th November 2018 at 7:00pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot
Minutes
PRESENT

Allotment Holders:
Mr L Anderson
(New Road)
Ms E Bracken (New Road)
Mr B Phillips
(Cockcroft Road)
Mr A Feest
(Broadway)
Ms T Feest
(Broadway)
Mr P Phillips
(Mereland Road)
Mr B Tilley
(Mereland Road)
Ms M Samuels
(Wantage Road)
Officers:
Mr T Hudson
Mr T Rudge
Mrs L Blake

(Deputy Town Clerk)
(Outdoor Services Manager)
(Information Services Manager)

Councillors:
Cllr A Dearlove
Cllr J Billington

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

5-2

Appendix 1
1. APOLOGIES
No apologies were given.

2. NEW WANTAGE ROAD SITE REP
Mary Samuels was introduced to the group as the new site representative of
Wantage Road Allotments.

3. MINUTES
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 14th August 2018 be approved
and noted as such.

3. OUTDOOR SERVICES MANAGERS REPORT
The Outdoor Services Manager gave an update on current works being undertaken.
Grass cutting of the paths and grass areas within the allotments have finished for the
year. During the winter the Outdoor Team will continue to measure and properly
number all of the allotment plots across all 5 sites. This should finish within the next 3
months.
The Outdoor Team are currently working on the drainage issues at New Road.
Water is to be turned off on all sites now. Reps to check.
4. DIDCOT DIARY DATES FOR NEXT YEAR
Teresa Tye had previously confirmed that the allotments could have a guaranteed
space in the Didcot Diary, every issue.
It was AGREED that New Road will be in the next issue due in December and that in
March, a generic article would be written by the Information Centre Manager and the
site representatives.
5. SITE REPS REPORTING INCIDENTS AND ACTIONS BEING TAKEN BY THE
COUNCIL
EB stated that when allotment rules are blatantly broken by allotment holders and are
reported by the reps, would they receive the full backing of Didcot Town Council?
The Deputy Town Clerk explained that as the Tenancy Agreement is a legal
document, evidence would need to be produced to prove the fact that the rules have
been broken. This could include photos being taken of the issue, as this would be
needed especially if eviction notices were given.
It was AGREED to try and deal with any issues in a non-confrontational way. Cllr A
Dearlove agreed that this would be a legal matter and both he and The Outdoor
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Services Manager suggested that letters could be sent to holders thought to be
breaking the rules in the hope that it will make them abide by them in future.

6. CHANGES TO TENANCY AGREEMENT AND RULES
Section 4 on the suggested Tenancy Agreement changes have been duplicated and
repeated on section 5 of the suggested rule changes. It was discussed and AGREED
to remove section 4 of the suggested Tenancy Agreement.
All site reps agreed that the allotment rules should be displayed on the noticeboard
on their sites, once changes have been agreed by the Environment Committee.
The Deputy Town Clerk advised that one big recommendation should go the
Environment Committee at the close of the Allotment Review Working Group
meetings, when all suggested changes could be made at the same time.
It was AGREED to recommend all suggested changes to the Environment
Committee for consideration, at the end of the Allotment Review Working Group
meetings.

7. RULES - POLYTUNNELS SIZES
TF explained that limiting the size of Polytunnels for all sites will cause issues for
community tunnels and tunnels used for activities. Historically polytunnels have been
used by larger groups of tenants and the community on both the New Road and
Broadway site.
The Deputy Town Clerk suggested the maximum size of an ordinary polytunnel
should still remain at 10x8 unless written permission has been granted. Site
representatives agreed with this suggestion.
It was AGREED to recommend that the suggested rules, section 7, be reworded to
say:


“ Maximum size of polytunnels: 10’ x 6’ unless written permission has been
granted by Didcot Town Council”

And to put this to the Environment Committee for consideration at the close of the
Allotment Review Working Group.
8. LESSONS LEARNT FROM DAS OUTREACH ACTIVITIES
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AF and TF explained what they have found out from potential allotment holders from
their DAS and Outreach activities. They explained that there is a lot of interest for
allotments, especially the smaller 2.5pole plots, which would act as a great “starter”
plot.
From their experience they found that talking face to face with potential newcomers
increased applications, as did meeting them on site to show them around. They also
encouraged other site reps to do the same.
Discussions were had about displaying the vacant plots on each notice board, to
advertise them.
Cllr Dearlove suggested that Allotment availability be shown on the Town Council’s
website and Facebook Page. In principal, this was agreed but reps stated this had to
be done at certain times of the year.
It was AGREED that the Information Centre Manager would work alongside the site
reps to create an advertisement at certain times of the year, to encourage new
comers to the allotments. The best time being March 2019, before the start of the
allotment season.
9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
i.

Period of paying rents

This has been proven to be an issue when it comes to reissuing allotment plots within
a decent amount of time. Tenants currently have 40 days in which they need to pay
the rents for their allotment plots. With the rent being due by 1st April, it potentially
means that we have vacant plots later in the year when tenants decide to not
continue with their contract. This then means it is too late for any new tenant to take
advantage of that season. It is suggested to decrease the amount of time from 40
days, to 28 days and for the Deputy Town Clerk to look into seeing if it is possible to
change the due date from April to November/December.
It was AGREED for the Deputy Town Clerk to look in to the legalities of changing the
rent due dates and to bring the information back to the group for the next meeting.
ii.

Chemicals

Weed killing chemicals have been used on all sites but all site reps agreed that more
consideration needs to be taken when spraying the plots. Pathways have been lost
and neighbouring plots have been damaged. It was AGREED that educating the
allotment holders would be beneficial. The Deputy Town Clerk suggested that in
future there could potentially be a prospect of the Environment Committee putting
together a “site preparation” offer, for a fee. This would appeal to a lot of newcomers.
Cllr Dearlove suggested that letters could be sent out to tenants stating that
“chemicals should be used only as per instructions. Failure to do so could result in
action being taken by Didcot Town Council” and to deal with each issue as they
come in.

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

5-5

Appendix 1
With professional guidance, chemical spraying on the allotments has been
successful, enabling tenants to keep plots which were once riddled in weeds.
It was AGREED that ‘instructions’ for weed spraying will be written up by the Outdoor
Services Manager and displayed at each site on the notice boards.
iii.

Dogs on site

All site reps seemed to welcome the decision made by the Environment Committee,
allowing dogs on site from April 2019 for a trial period of 6 months. It was suggested
that if the rule seemed to be broken then the trial period would be removed for that
particular site.
It was AGREED that a letter would be sent out to all tenants prior to the trial period.
iv.

Deposit deductions

EB suggested that what constitutes a deposit deduction, be reviewed. She will send
her suggestions to the Information Centre Manager to be considered by the group,
prior to the end of the Allotment Review Working Group meetings.
It was AGREED that the deposit deductions be reviewed.
v.

Green Waste

The Outdoor Services Manager informed the group that there had been no news yet
regarding a Green Waste scheme, but he is continuing to look into various solutions.
EB sent her thanks to The Councillors, The Deputy Town Clerk, The Outdoor
Services Manager and The Information Centre Manager for all their work on the
allotments.
Next meeting to be arranged for February 2019.
The meeting finished at 8:15pm.
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Agenda item 6
Ornamental flower beds

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
12th December 2018
Report author: Tony Rudge

Ornamental Flower Beds
Introduction
1. This report asks the Committee to consider its preferred course of action in light
of changes to weather conditions with summer months believed to be getting
warmer. The Town Council currently has flower beds around the Civic Hall, on
Broadway and at the Cemetery, during the hot weather last summer these proved
to be very difficult to maintain needing watering daily which caused some conflict
with members of the public who felt this was a waste of water.

Recommendation
2. The Committee should consider the report and decide whether it wishes to:
a. Continue with the current system of winter bedding, planted in October
and removed in late May and summer bedding planted early June and
removed in October
b. Reduce the amount of annual bedding by planting permanent
ornamental shrubs or perennial plants and grasses.
c. Turfing over some of the existing flower beds.

Background Information
3. The Town Council currently maintain 64 hanging baskets at various sites across
the town. This work is currently carried out by a contractor at an annual cost of
£3968.00, this equates to £62 per basket per year and includes watering
throughout the summer.
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4. The cost of winter/spring bedding plants is £890 for supply only. These are
planted & maintained by the outdoor services staff.
5. The cost of summer bedding is £800 for supply only, planting & watering is
carried out by the outdoor services staff.
6. The above costs have been recommended to the Finance and General Purposes
Committee for the next financial year and the outdoor services manager
recommends that the budget for 2020/2021 should include changes which would
include the planting of more permanent plants.
7. The outdoor services manager will submit plans of the proposed areas to be
changed to the next meeting.
8. The outdoor services manager suggests that the two beds at the cemetery and
the oval bed outside the Civic Hall on the Broadway remain annual bedding.

Legal Implications
9. None

Financial Implications
10. As above

Risk Implications
11. Some opposition from members of the public possible
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Agenda item 7
Tyne Avenue Grass Cutting

Environment Committee
12th December 2018
Report author: Tom Hudson

Tyne Avenue Grass Cutting
Introduction
1. The Committee is asked to consider its response to issues arising from an
untended area of Tyne Avenue, which becomes overgrown and obstructs
pedestrians using the adjacent pavement.

Recommendation
2. That the committee considers the report and the issues raised and agrees its
preferred course of action in relation to the overgrowth of Didcot Town Council.

Background
3. At its meeting on 17th September an issue was raised to the Environment
Committee regarding overgrowth obstructing pedestrians on the pavement along
a section of Tyne Avenue. It was suggested that this was due to the fact the land
is not owned and so not tended.
4. It was requested that a report be produced into whether the Town Council could i)
adopt the land and ii) take on responsibility for cutting it.
5. Regarding ownership, a search on the Land Registry shows the land in question
is already owned. The owner being Didcot Town FC. A copy of the land registry
map is attached as an appendix at the end of this report with the relevant area
hatched out.
6. On the basis of this information, it is not possible for Didcot Town Council to
adopt the land. It would need to seek permission of the landowner, Didcot Town
FC, to transfer the land into the Town Council’s name. This would have to be
done as a legal process with the attendant costs associated.
7. In light of there being an owner of the land, Didcot Town Council would need to
seek permission to undertake any cutting in order to avoid potentially being
accused of committing trespass and possibly theft.
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8. An alternative suggestion would be for Didcot Town Council to write to Didcot
Town FC and offer to cut the undergrowth in the area. So long as the Committee
does not decide to reverse its decision regarding taking the Ladygrove grasscutting contract in-house, it would be feasible to do this from April 2019.

Legal Implications
9. As above

Financial Implications
10. As above

Risk Implications
11. If Didcot Town Council assumed responsibility for cutting the overgrowth and an
accident were to take place due to a failure to do so, the Council runs the risk of
being deemed negligent and so liable for damage arising.
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Agenda item 8
Verges Mowing Contract

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
12th December 2018
Report author: Tony Rudge

Verges Mowing Contract
Introduction
1. This report asks the Committee to consider its preferred course of action in light
of the approaching end date of the Town Council’s contract with Mears Scion to
mow the grass verges within Didcot town that are owned by Oxfordshire County
Council. It was originally believed that this was a 4 year contract and did not
terminate until March 2020 but this has been found to be incorrect and the
contract terminates on the 31 March 2019.

Recommendation
2. The Committee should consider the report and decide whether it wishes to:
a. Take the responsibility for cutting the grass in house.
b. Go out to tender.
c. Return verge cutting to Oxfordshire County Council.

Background Information
3. In April 2016 the Town Council commenced a contract with Mears Scion to cut
the grass verges within Didcot town at a cost of £21,986.85p per year.
4. The contract covers cutting all verges within the Town that are owned by
Oxfordshire County Council and includes litter picking. 9 cuts are carried out per
year with an additional 5 cuts being carried out to the verges on the Broadway.
5. Oxfordshire County Council currently pay DTC £13,424.43p per year towards the
cost of cutting their verges.
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6. Councillors are advised to note that if the project goes out to tender the new
contract price is likely to be more expensive than the current one due to the
current contractor linking this work with the Ladygrove Park contract and using
the same staff to carry out both contracts. Inflation has also increased and
applying an uprating by the rate of inflation since the commencement of the
contract would give a figure of approximately £24,500. This is, however, only an
estimate and real figures quoted may be different.
7. Councillors may prefer to re look at the Ladygrove Park contract and decide
whether they still want to take this work in house or whether they would prefer to
put Ladygrove Park and the Town verges together in one contract and re tender.
8. The verges contract could be taken in house but because it only lasts for 9
months per year it would be difficult to staff as would require laying staff off during
the winter period.

Legal Implications
9. Councillors are not bound to accept any tender, meaning that the option is
available to go out to tender and see what prices are on offer before making a
final decision. This option does, however, involve a greater amount of officer time
to prepare and manage.
10. A contract above £25,000 is required to abide by the Public Contract Regulations
2015.

Financial Implications
11. As above

Risk Implications
12. Mears Scion have held the contract with Didcot Town Council to cut verges
around the town for several years. This type of contract is very difficult to set up
due to the large area it covers and will take additional management time during
the first year checking that verges are not being missed or are being poorly cut.
Complaints on this type of contract are always high due to the public’s
expectations and grass only being cut monthly can sometimes look messy if the
grass is long during the height of the growing season. Given that the Town
Council is itself in a contract for the cutting of these verges with Oxfordshire
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County Council, Councillors should be aware of the risk of non-performance of
the verges contract and be confident that it can manage such a situation.
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Agenda item 9
Council Litter-pick

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
19th November 2018
Report author: Tom Hudson

Town Council Litter-pick 2019
Introduction
1. This report asks the Committee to consider whether it wishes the Town Council
to hold a litter-pick in 2019 and, if so, to make practical suggestions as to timings
and sites.

Recommendation
2. The Committee should decide
a. Whether it wishes the Town Council to run a litter-pick, and, if so
b. To decide where, and when

Background
3. The Town Council has historically run an annual litter-pick.
4. Last year the event focused on three areas: Ladygrove, Cockcroft Road area and
around the Civic Hall.
5. It is suggested that due to constraints on the number of staff available a
maximum of three sites be proposed, to allow a dedicated Town Council
representative to be at each site.
6. The Town Council has historically chosen to host litterpicks on its own land;
permission must be granted from the owners of alternative land.
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7. For safety reasons it is advised that venues with lots of roads be avoided as the
event has attracted a lot of children and young people in the past.
8. The event last year was held in March to provide the best balance between the
chance of warmer weather and avoiding the additional difficulties caused by plant
growth once Spring commences in earnest. The Mayor’s Ball is scheduled for the
13th of April, so it is advised to avoid this date. The Easter holiday does not start
until 8th April with Easter Sunday falling on 21st April.

Legal Implications
9. The Town Council will have a duty of care towards the safety of all staff and
volunteers

Financial Implications
10. Litter-pick equipment has historically been provided by Biffa free of charge, and
officer support for a litter-pick’s organisation and running can be absorbed within
existing officer time and resources. There are, therefore, no budgetary
implications.

Risk Implications
11. The litter-pick is already covered by the Town Council’s existing insurance.
Existing risk assessments will need to be reviewed for adequacy prior to any
event taking place and plans put in place to ensure their requirements are
delivered.
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Agenda item 10
Cemetery Working Group

Environment Committee
12th December 2018
Report author: Tom Hudson

Cemetery Working Group Recommendations
Introduction
1. The Committee is asked to consider whether it wishes
a) To adopt the amendments to the of the Cemetery Working Group
b) To consider whether to continue or disband the Cemetery Working Group

Recommendation
2. That the Committee considers whether it wishes:
a. To adopt the amendments to the draft documentation previously
considered in light of meetings with funeral directors and memorial
masons or to propose alternative suggestions
b. To continue or disband the Cemetery Working Group

Background:
3. The Cemetery Working Group was set up by the Environment Committee at its
meeting on 12th September 2016 with its precise scope to be agreed at its initial
meeting.
4. On 30th April 2018 the Committee considered a number of documents and
proposals put forward by the Working Group. Subject to a number of
amendments it was resolved that these documents be put to consultation with
funeral directors and memorial masons.
5. A consultation session was held to which all regular memorial masons and
funeral directors were invited. Two memorial masons attended, and one funeral
director with another providing verbal feedback outside the session.
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6. The Cemetery Working Group met to consider the suggestions of the funeral
directors and memorial masons, as well as other feedback, on 10th October 2018.
7. The proposals suggested by the Cemetery Working Group are contained in
appendix 1 after this report.

Financial Implications
8. The addition of signage for the Commonwealth War Graves is met by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission and requires no expenditure from the
Town Council.
9. Councillors are advised to raise queries on any aspect of the financial
implications at the meeting.

Legal Implications
10. The Town Council has the power under article 3 of the Local Authorities
Cemetery Order 1977 to ‘do all such things as they consider necessary or
desirable for the proper management, regulation and control’ of the cemetery.
11. Standing Order 98 b delegates the organisation of the management of the
cemetery to the Environment Committee.

Risk Implications
12. Councillors are advised to raise queries on any specific aspect of risk at the
meeting.
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Didcot Town Council

Cemetery Working Group
Wednesday 10th October 2018 at 6:30pm
Clerk’s Meeting Room, Civic Hall, Didcot

Recommendations for inclusion in existing documentation:
1) Charges:
a. Kerbstones
Max 1.5m total length - £400
2) Suggestions & comments from stonemasons
a. Cover slabs
No coverslabs to be allowed
b. Photoplaques
Max size 6x4 including frame
c. Colour limitations of memorials
White/grey/black preferred but others allowed at discretion of Council
d. Definition on kerbing policy
Changes to be made to the Regulations document to reflect the information both here and in
the Memorial Policy to ensure consistency.
e. Max depth of memorials (excluding kerbing)
Grave - 24”
Cremated Remains – 18”
Other:
3) Inclusion of Commonwealth War Graves Signage at Cemetery
a. Location of sign
Gate post under/in place of ‘No Dogs’ signs
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b. Size of sign (standard or small)
Standard size (430mm x 230mm)
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Agenda item 11
WW1 Issues

Environment Committee
12th December 2018
Report author: Tom Hudson

World War 1 Working Group and Commemorative
Bench
Introduction
1. The Committee is asked to consider whether it wishes
a) To purchase a World War 1 memorial bench, and if so, to decide where to
situate it
b) To consider whether to continue or disband the World War 1 Working Group
and to make a recommendation to Council accordingly.

Recommendation
2. That the Committee considers whether it wishes to purchase a World War 1
memorial bench, and if so, decides on a location to situate it, and also considers
whether to continue or disband the World War 1 Working Group and makes a
recommendation to Council accordingly.

Background:
Memorial Bench
3. The Town Council has, since the commencement of the centenary of World War
1, placed three memorial benches in Smallbone Recreation Ground.
4. The quoted cost for a fourth bench from the same provider is £809.50.
5. Councillors should consider when deciding whether to continue with Smallbone
Recreation Ground as the place to put the new bench the potential that it may be
remodelled and should satisfy themselves that there is a suitable spot to place
the bench in the event that the remodelling proceeds.
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6. Councillors are not limited to selecting Smallbone Recreation Ground as a
location and are encouraged to decide if there is a preferable site.

World War 1 Working Group
7. The terms of reference of the World War 1 Working Group state that its purpose
is “To coordinate the Town Council’s remembrance of the centenary of World
War 1”.
8. The commemorations of Armistice Day on 11th November 2018 marked the
centenary of the cessation of the hostilities of World War 1.
9. Councillors are advised to consider whether the task of the working group has
been completed and it should be disbanded, or whether the working group should
continue with an updated remit.
10. A full copy of the World War 1 Working Group’s terms of reference can be found
in Appendix A.

Financial Implications
11. The Environment Committee has a budget for World War 1 Commemoration of
£900 (325 – 9025), meaning purchase of the bench can be met within existing
budgets.

Legal Implications
12. None

Risk Implications
13. None
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Agenda item 12
Firework Display

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
12 December 2018
Report author: Tony Rudge

Didcot Fireworks Display
Introduction
1. There has been a firework display held in Didcot for many years around the 5th
November.
2. The event was held at Loyd Recreation ground in Brasenose Road for many
years and was organised by the Rotary club.
3. The event moved to the Didcot Football Club’s ground 2 years ago but due to
problems this year the event is not planned for next year.

Recommendation
4. That the Committee reviews the report and decides its response.

Background
5. A request has been made by Illusion Fireworks to move this event from the
football club back to the Loyd recreation ground following lack of support from the
local community in Ladygrove.
6. Although Loyd Recreation ground had been used for many years for the bonfire
and fireworks display it is a small site and the display disrupts the football on the
site due to repairs that have to be carried out to the ground after the firework
event. There is also only a very small car park at this site.
7. Ladygrove Park would be the only other suitable site but the firework company
would be unwilling to hold the event there due to issues with people watching the
display from the mounds without paying.
8. The event could be held at Edmonds Park but would again cause disruption to
the football on the site due to necessary repairs after the event.
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9. The event could be held at Ladygrove park with the organisers raising the finance
for the display by other means and operating a free show for the public.
(sponsorship, possible fun fair, food stalls etc)

Financial Implications
10. There is not a budget for a fireworks event therefore it needs to be self-funded.
The council may consider giving a grant towards the event if it was being run by a
charity.

Legal Implications
11. Risk assessment & method statement would be required along with public liability
insurance to £10m

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

12 - 2

Didcot Town Council

Agenda item 13
Outdoor Services Manager’s Report

Environment Committee
12 December 2018
Report author: Tony Rudge

Report on Christmas lights display
Introduction
1. In 2016 the Town Council signed a contract 3 year contract with Blachere
Illumination to supply, erect & maintain the Christmas lights display on the
Broadway.
2. This contract ends in November 2019, the current contractor will remove and
store the decorations in January 2019.

Recommendation
3. That the Committee reviews the report and decides on the best option for future
years.

Options
4. Under the current contract the Council has the option to purchase the existing
lights for a cost of £5,990.
5. The current contractor would still be willing to install, test, take down and store
the lights for a cost of £4034.70p.per year. The cost of electricity would be paid
by DTC.
6. To put the Christmas lights display out to tender. This would give the opportunity
to look at new schemes and prices.
7. To purchase the existing lights and put the installation, storage and testing out to
tender.
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8. There have been problems with the Christmas lights this year which have not
been down to our current contractor but down to the electrical connections from
Oxfordshire County Council’s lampposts.
9. The current budget for Christmas lights is £15,000.

Legal Implications
10. Any contractor working on electrical installations must be HEA & G39 registered.
11. Risk assessments & method statements would be required.
12. Public Liability insurance to £10m would be required.

Financial Implications
13. As above

Risk Implications
14. Displays are reliant on Oxfordshire County Council supplying the electricity
supply from their lampposts. There have been problems with this years display
due to new lampposts being fitted that have not had the connections for the
Christmas lights attached.
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