Didcot Town Council

Notice of an Extraordinary meeting of the
Environment Committee
11th February 2019 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot

Admission of the public and media
The council welcomes members of the public to its meetings in accordance with the
Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960.

Reports and minutes
We add reports and minutes to our website.

Recording, photographs and filming
The press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, or report from
the meeting using social media. As such members of the public may be recorded or
photographed during the meeting.
We ask that anyone wishing to record or photograph the meeting notifies the Deputy
Town Clerk before the start of the meeting.

Public participation
The council welcomes the public’s involvement in meetings, which must be in
accordance with our rules (Standing Orders 18 - 20 on a matter before the
Committee).
The Chairman will invite members of the public to present their questions,
statements or petitions at the start of the meeting.
To find out about participation contact the Deputy Town Clerk.

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235
ichard812637
Chapman, Town Clerk
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

Agenda

Agenda
All Councillors are invited to attend a pre-meeting briefing by Abbie Brown of South
Oxfordshire District Council regarding how Didcot Town Council might access s. 106
art funding for projects, commencing at 7pm.
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

To receive apologies.
To receive declarations of interests. Members are reminded to declare any
interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance with Didcot
Town Council’s code of conduct.
To consider an offer from East Hagbourne Parish Council regarding offering
ownership of land at St Anne’s Court (report attached with appendix)
To consider whether to agree to the project plan for the development of
Edmonds Park pavilion and 3G pitch (attached with appendices)
To consider the responses to the Town Council’s verge mowing contract
tender and to make a decision regarding the contract (report attached)
To consider the purchase of a ride-on rotary mower (report attached)
To consider potential sites for the erection of a Town Council bus shelter
(report to follow)
To receive an update on land ownership investigations regarding land on
Tyne Avenue (verbal update will be provided)
To receive an update regarding progress relating to Station Road bus shelter
(verbal update will be provided)
To note the use of officer use of delegation of urgent matters (verbal update
will be provided)
Future project suggestions

Chris Wayman

Town Clerk

5th February 2019
Voting members:
Mr A Thompson
Ms J Billington
Mr A Dearlove
Mr S Connel
Ms C Augustine
Mrs D MacDonald
Mr S Hewerdine

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
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Nominated Substitute Members
Mr J Hart
Mr R Milton-Eldridge
Mr T Harbour
Mr B Shaw
Mr B Cooper
Mr D Healy
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Chapman, Town Clerk
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Fax: 01235 512837
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Didcot Town Council

Agenda item 3
Land at St Anne’s Close

Environment Committee
11th February 2019
Report author: Tom Hudson

Enquiry Concerning the Purchase of Land at St
Anne’s Close
Introduction
1. East Hagbourne Parish Council has approached Didcot Town Council to
ascertain whether the Town Council would be interested to purchase a parcel of
land at St Anne’s Close.

Recommendation
2. That the Committee considers the report, decides whether it wishes to take
ownership of land at St Anne’s Close and formulates a recommendation to
Council accordingly.

Background
3. East Hagbourne Parish Council previously made an offer to Didcot Town Council
to buy the land at St Anne’s Close, which was considered by the Environment
Committee on 12th December 2017.
4. The decision of the Environment Committee was to recommend to Council that
“The Town Council decline East Hagbourne Parish Council’s offer to sell the
parcel of land at St Anne’s Close to Didcot Town Council for £1, and that East
Hagbourne Parish Council be advised to consider offering the land to South
Oxfordshire District Council as the owner of the surrounding land instead.”
5. The recommendation was accepted by Council on 8th January 2018.
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6. A copy of the original report and appendix is attached to this report as further
background.

Financial Implications
7. See attached appendix

Legal Implications
8. See attached appendix

Risk Implications
9. See attached appendix
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Didcot Town Council

Agenda item 6
Land at St Anne’s Close

Environment Committee
12th December 2017
Report author: Tom Hudson

Enquiry Concerning the Purchase of Land at St
Anne’s Close
Introduction
1. East Hagbourne Parish Council has approached Didcot Town Council to
ascertain whether the Town Council would be interested to purchase a parcel of
land at St Anne’s Close.

Recommendation
2. That the Committee considers the report, decides whether it wishes to take
ownership of land at St Anne’s Close and formulates a recommendation to
Council accordingly.

Background
3. East Hagbourne Parish Council own a parcel of land at St Anne’s Close (in red
on the third page of the title plan, which is attached as an appendix to this report).
4. The land itself is encircled by land owned by South Oxfordshire District Council
and contains a play area.
5. East Hagbourne Parish Council have agreed to offer to sell the land to Didcot
Town Council for the price of £1 and would like to know whether Didcot Town
Council are interested in the proposal.

Financial Implications
6. The play area on the land is approaching the point where it would require
replacement. If Didcot Town Council were to become the landowner, it would be
responsible for either updating or removing the play area. For comparison of the
costs involved in doing so the play area at Marsh Rec, admittedly significantly
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN
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larger, cost over £70,000 and the removal of the Mendip Heights play area cost
£10,000. By taking on ownership of the land the Town Council would be taking on
a significant liability also.
7. Play equipment inspections are advised by ROSPA, the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Accidents, to take place visually on a weekly basis and with formal
inspection on a monthly basis. The staff time taken to undertake this work attracts
a financial cost.
8. The land itself is of little value financially due to the nature of the restrictive
covenants which preclude development, as does the fact it is encircled by land
owned by South Oxfordshire District Council.
9. Whilst the purchase cost is negligible, purchase of the land would incur
professional fees to pay for the conveyance.

Legal Implications
10. Ownership of the land in question, should the play area be maintained, would
mean the Town Council would have a duty to ensure the safety of legal users of
the play area under the Occupier’s Liability Act. Failure to meet the duty of care
resulting in damage, such as a child hurting themselves on a poorly-maintained
bit of equipment, could lead to a claim for damages against the Town Council.

Risk Implications
11. The play area would need to be added to the Town Council’s risk register and
insured.
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Title Number : ON246022
This title is dealt with by HM Land Registry, Gloucester Office.
The following extract contains information taken from the register of the above title
number. A full copy of the register accompanies this document and you should read that
in order to be sure that these brief details are complete.
Neither this extract nor the full copy is an 'Official Copy' of the register. An
official copy of the register is admissible in evidence in a court to the same extent
as the original. A person is entitled to be indemnified by the registrar if he or she
suffers loss by reason of a mistake in an official copy.
This extract shows information current on 14 SEP 2017 at 11:13:58 and so does not take
account of any application made after that time even if pending in HM Land Registry
when this extract was issued.

REGISTER EXTRACT
Title Number

: ON246022

Address of Property

: Play area at The Greenings, St Hilda's Close, Didcot

Price Stated

: £1

Registered Owner(s)

: EAST HAGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL of 30 Blewbury Road, East
Hagbourne, Didcot, Oxfordshire OX11 9LF.

Lender(s)

: None
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Title number ON246022
This is a copy of the register of the title number set out immediately below, showing
the entries in the register on 14 SEP 2017 at 11:13:58. This copy does not take account
of any application made after that time even if still pending in HM Land Registry when
this copy was issued.
This copy is not an 'Official Copy' of the register. An official copy of the register
is admissible in evidence in a court to the same extent as the original. A person is
entitled to be indemnified by the registrar if he or she suffers loss by reason of a
mistake in an official copy. If you want to obtain an official copy, the HM Land
Registry web site explains how to do this.

A: Property Register
This register describes the land and estate comprised in
the title.
OXFORDSHIRE : SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE
1

The Freehold land shown edged with red on the plan of the above Title
filed at the Registry and being Play area at The Greenings, St Hilda's
Close, Didcot.

2

(18.02.2004) The Transfer dated 17 October 2003 referred to in the
Charges Register contains the following provision:"The Transferee shall be responsible for maintaining the fence
enclosing the play equipment and the general maintenance and repair of
the play equipment and shall indemnify the Transferor from and against
the consequences of any future breach non observance or non-performance
or any claim for damages on the Land"

B: Proprietorship Register
This register specifies the class of title and
identifies the owner. It contains any entries that
affect the right of disposal.

Title absolute
1

(18.02.2004) PROPRIETOR: EAST HAGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL of 30 Blewbury
Road, East Hagbourne, Didcot, Oxfordshire OX11 9LF.

2

(18.02.2004) The price stated to have been paid on 17 October 2003 was
£1.

C: Charges Register
This register contains any charges and other matters
that affect the land.
1

(27.04.1992) A Transfer of the land in this title and other land dated
6 April 1992 made between (1) Frederick Arthur Charles Napper (First
Transferor) (2) Wates Built Homes Limited (Second Transferor) and (3)
Westbury Homes (Holdings) Limited (Transferee) contains the following
covenants:"The Transferee hereby covenants with the Second Transferor for the
benefit of the Adjoining Lands to observe and perform the restrictive
covenants and stipulations set out in the Third Schedule hereto.
THE THIRD SCHEDULE
("the Restrictive Covenants")
1. Not to build any buildings or other structures on the Property
other than private dwelling units (whether or not with ancillary
garages and outbuildings) and electricity sub-stations gas governor
stations sewage pumping stations and similar facilities for use in
connection therewith
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C: Charges Register continued
2. To ensure that no part of the Property shall be used for any
purpose other than as or incidental to private dwelling units
(including garages outbuildings sub-stations gas governors pumping
stations and similar facilities or public open spaces)
3. To ensure that nothing shall be done which may lessen the support
or protection given by the Property to the Adjoining Lands or the
Retained Land
4. Not to interfere with or obstruct any proposed sight lines required
by the Highway Authority in connection with the adoption of any of the
roads and footpaths on the Adjoining Lands."
2

(27.04.1992) The land is subject to the following rights reserved by
the Transfer dated 6 April 1992 referred to above:"The Property is transferred subject to the rights set out in the
Second Schedule hereto in favour of the Second Transferor and the
Adjoining Lands.
THE SECOND SCHEDULE
("the Exceptions and Reservations")
The right for the Second Transferor and all persons authorised by it
(jointly with any other persons having a similar right and subject to
the qualifications detailed in the Fourth Schedule) to enter upon the
Property (other than the site of any electricity sub-station gas
governor kiosk sewage pumping station or similar installations or any
part thereof as shall at that time be covered by buildings or intended
to be covered by buildings pursuant to an extant planning permission)
so far as may be necessary for the purposes of connecting to inspecting
maintaining repairing or renewing St Hilda's Close and the Service
Installations comprised in the Adjoining Lands and complying the terms
of any Road Agreement or Sewer or Water Agreement made by the Second
Transferor with the appropriate authority."

3

(09.12.2003) A Transfer of the land in this title and other land dated
17 October 2003 made between (1) Westbury Homes (Holdings) Limited
(Transferor) and (2) South Oxfordshire District Council (Transferee)
contains the following covenants:"The Transferee covenants with the Transferor not to use the Property
for any purpose other than as open space as defined in the Town and
Country Planning Act Section 336"

4

(18.02.2004) A Transfer of the land in this title dated 17 October 2003
made between (1) South Oxfordshire District Council (Transferor) and
(2) East Hagbourne Parish Council (Transferee) contains covenants
identical with those contained in the Transfer dated 17 October 2003
referred to above.

End of register
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This is a copy of the title plan on 14 SEP 2017 at 11:13:58. This copy does not take account of any application made after
that time even if still pending in HM Land Registry when this copy was issued.
This copy is not an 'Official Copy' of the title plan. An official copy of the title plan is admissible in evidence in a court to
the same extent as the original. A person is entitled to be indemnified by the registrar if he or she suffers loss by reason
of a mistake in an official copy. If you want to obtain an official copy, the HM Land Registry web site explains how to do
this.
HM Land Registry endeavours to maintain high quality and scale accuracy of title plan images.The quality and accuracy
of any print will depend on your printer, your computer and its print settings.This title plan shows the general position,
not the exact line, of the boundaries. It may be subject to distortions in scale. Measurements scaled from this plan may
not match measurements between the same points on the ground.
This title is dealt with by HM Land Registry, Gloucester Office.

Agenda item 4
Pavilion and 3G Pitch

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
11th February 2019
Report author: Christopher Wayman

Pavilion and 3G pitch for Edmonds Park
Introduction
1. There have been plans for a new pavilion at Edmonds Park for many years. With
sports clubs, especially football clubs keen to see the project come together.
2. Work has been done and a public consultation in 2018 which identified
improvements for the pavilion.

Recommendation
3. That the Committee agrees the Project Plan.

Background
4. An initial meeting with the local Football Association Branch identified that there
is a desperate need for a 3G pitch within Didcot. They are keen to progress such
a scheme. After discussing possible options it was thought that Edmonds Park
would be the best site for such a facility.
5. Possible fund streams were discussed and it was thought that because of such a
need in the area that a bid of £500,000 to The Premier League& The FA Facilities
Fund, coupled with a solid development plan for sport would be supported.
6. The results of the public consultation highlighted a need for “new external toilets,
changing room facilities, storage, kitchen facilities and a small multipurpose
space for local clubs and groups”. From discussions with the architects it is felt
that a café and multipurpose room would raise the price for the build significantly
7. Recently the Town Clerk has been approached by a group wanting to run a café
in Edmonds Park. He has set up a meeting to find out more details.
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8. Appended to this report is the Project Plan for the Pavilion and 3G pitch. Also
included is the Report from Focus on funding. All the funders recommended will
be approached.

Financial Implications
9. There is a budget in the 2019/20 to seed fund the work needed for the new
pavilion.
10. The costs are set out in the Project Plan

Legal Implications
11. As the land is within the Town Council ownership the legal implications will relate
to any joint agreement required for the organisations who would use the venue
and the contract with the contractors commissioned for the project.
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Project Plan
Project Details
Project: New Facilities at
Project Manager: The Town Clerk
Start Date: 1st January 2019
Completion Date: 1st December 2020

Document Details
Version Modifications
1.0
Creation

Author
Christopher
Wayman

Date
Jan 2019

Purpose of the Project Initiation Document
This document is to aid in pulling together the information for Councillors and those
involved in the project to ensure that all are aware of the project and what is
required. This project is to build a new fit for purpose pavilion in Edmonds Park and a
3G pitch which will be used by sports clubs to increase sport participation in Didcot.
The Project will be managed by the Town Clerk reporting back to the Environment
Committee but working in partnership with sports clubs, contractors and funders to
provide a sporting venue that the town’s people will be proud of.
Background to the Proposed W ork
The existing pavilion in Edmonds Park is in poor condition. Inside and outside the
pavilion have not been maintained properly for years, which have resulted in cracks
in the walls and facilities not working. In addition the facilities are not up to
acceptable standards of both quality and quantity for the needs of sports clubs in the
21st century.
There is an area at Edmonds Park which has very poor drainage and is uneven,
currently it is unused. There is a drive from the FA to provide a 3G pitch within the
town, however, there are now appropriate venues currently identified.
There is a need for the project to re-vitalise Edmonds Park from a sporting point of
view while also delivering on benefits such as public toilets to all park users and new
pitch facilities. Over the last few years the Rugby team has left the park while also
seeing a down turn in the usage by other groups. It is also felt that the lack of
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appropriate facilities are a hindrance to the existing clubs in retaining or increasing
membership.
If the project is not delivered then the existing pavilion will be costly to maintain
relevant to its use and the existing sports will see a drop in use in Edmonds Park as
other facilities are created or expanded across the town.
Vision
The vision for this project is to create high quality new 3G pitch, changing rooms,
kitchen facilities and storage for sporting clubs using the pavilion while providing
public toilets for use by all park users. This will enable sports clubs in the park to
expand and grow.
Objectives
Arrange a meeting with each/all of the sport club stakeholders to discuss the project
Obtain an agreed building plan and where the building should be sited
Design a building which can be delivered in the budget agreed
Design a 3G pitch facility
Obtain funding for a 3G pitch
Obtain funding for the building
Bring the building in on budget and within the timescale
To have high quality facilities which by 2022 will see an increase in the number of
people paying sport at Edmonds park and the number of teams using the park.
Scope
The project must deliver:






3G sports pitch
New public toilets for Edmonds Park
New changing rooms
New shower facilities
A kitchen facility which can be utilised on match days.

The scope is only for the delivery of the building for the items listed above. The
creation of other additional sports facilities or improvements to other existing facilities
are beyond the scope of this project.
It is hoped that by delivering on the scope of the project this will reinvigorate
Edmonds Park and will be able to solidify football and other sports provision in the
park for the future. The project is estimated to cost approximately £1.5 m based on
informal talks with architects and the Football Association. But the impact will be
spread amongst the existing town of Didcot where young people and adults will have
a premier sporting base.
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Business Case
The business Case is contained within a separate document created by Focus
Consultants for the Pavilion.
Constraints
While not necessarily a constraint the Town Council will abide by its procurement
rules and the appropriate legislation for the project.
The expected cost is a constraint which will mean that not everything with the public
consultation results could be delivered.
It is expected that any building of the pavilion will take approximately 30 weeks to
undertake. The 3G pitch is likely to take 16 weeks. While it would be ideal to tie in
the opening of the facilities with the start of one of sports seasons it is more
important to deliver on the project in a prompt fashion.
While building work is happening on the depot project it would be unwise to begin
building on the pavilion project. However, the timescale for progressing the pavilion
project would mean it is unlikely to begin building while the depot project is still live
on site.
Further limitations may occur if funding is not secured for the project.
Risk Management Strategy
Risk
Lack of
funding for the
project

Probability
Medium

Impact
High

Contractor
solvency

low

high

Mitigation Method
By precpting the seed
funding for services and
securing verbal agreement
on some funding sources
this reduces the impact.
By having the public
consultation and with
working together with
sports clubs this will all
help with successful
funding bids.
By undertaking a rigorous
background check and
procurement process this
risk should be reduced.

Issue Management Strategy
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Issue
Siting of the pavilion

Priority
High

Resolution Method
Discussion with the sports
clubs, then a report to
Environment outlining the
options and which way is the
best way forward

Project Quality Strategy
The project will be based on delivering a high quality but durable finish to the
building. Discussion will take place between staff members, the architects and the
contractors over the finish of the building and materials used so that the most
optimum between price, durability and quality is achieved. A high quality surface is
used for the 3G pitch so that a long lasting facility which is easily manged is
produced.
Stakeholders
The following are the main stakeholders of the project:
Stakeholder
Didcot Town Council
Didcot Town Youth
FC
Didcot Netball Club
South Oxfordshire
Heat Basketball Club
Didcot Tennis
School
General Public

Interest
Owner of Edmonds Park and the pavilion
Users of Edmonds Park
Users of Edmonds Park
Users of Edmonds Park
Users of Edmonds Park
Users of Edmonds Park

Project Management Team Structure
The Town Clerk will be the main person responsible for the project and liaison with
other organisations. The Town Clerk will work closely with the Outdoor Services
Manager who will be in charge of the facility on completion. If there is a requirement
for basic admin around the project then another member of staff may be required to
undertake this however, it is not foreseen at the moment. The Finance Officer will
progress any payments required.
For the strategic decisions on the project these will be undertaken by the
Environment Committee or where not covered under their Terms of Reference the
Full Council. However, the options will normally be discussed with the partner
organisations.
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Financial Plan
This section will summarise the approved project budget and may be presented in
the following format:
Category
Architects fees
Other fees
Build for
Pavilion fee
Build fee for 3g
pitch
Total

Cost
Estimated - £55,000
Estimated - £40,000
Estimated - £750,000

Category
S106
Agreements
Precept/reserves
Grants – SODCSport England
etc.
Grant Football
foundation
Total

Income
£246,644

Estimated - £750,000
Estimated - £1,595,000

£159,356
£689,000

£500,000
£1,595,000
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Project Plan
Task
Preparation
Report to Environment
Meeting for Sports
groups
Consult on position of
building with clubs
Meet with Architects
Obtain prices for
works in preparation of
build and planning
application
Draw up plans for
building for planning
permission/design
Report to Environment
Meet with sports clubs
Confirmation by
Council of plans
Meet with sports clubs
Submit planning
permission
Obtain planning
permission
Funding
Arrange meeting with
Football Foundation
Arrange meeting with
Sport England
Arrange meeting with
Oxfordshire
Community
Foundation and any
other funders
Arrange meeting with
SODC grants Officer
Arrange meeting with
SODC S106 Officer
Apply for S106 funding
Cabinet request for
S106 to be released
Submit funding bids

Duration

February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
04 11 18 25 04 11 18 25 01 08 15 22 29 06 13 20 27 03 10 17 24 01 08 15 22 29 05 12 19 26 02 09 16 23 30

6 days
10 days
15 days
5 days
10 days

30 days
& 45
days
5 days
10 days
5 days
5 days
5 days
40 days

10 days
10 days
10 days

10 days
10 days
25 days
5 days
50 days
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Task
Technical Design
plans/tender pack
Building Regs
submission
Out to Tender
Tender report drawn
up
Agreed at Council
Construction of 3G
pitch
Construction of
Pavilion

Task
Construction of 3G
pitch
Construction of
Pavilion
Contingency time

Duration

October
November
December
January
January
2020
February
March
April
May
07 14 21 28 04 11 18 25 02 09 16 23 30 06 13 20 27 03 10 17 24 02 09 16 23 30 06 13 20 27 04 11 18

25

30 days
30 days
45 days
25 days
5 days
80 days
150 days

Duration

June
07 14 21

July
August
September
October
November
December
January 2021
28 04 11 18 25 02 09 16 23 30 06 13 20 27 03 10 17 24 02 09 16 23 30 06 13 20 27 04 11 18 25

Continued
Continued
40 days
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Project Controls
This section will include:
 A schedule of project board meetings, as well as their purposes
 Recipients of reports, including how often they are to receive them and the
method of reporting
 Communications planned for the project
 Project tolerances
 Change control processes
 Planned gateway reviews.

Communication Plan
This section will include how stakeholders will be communicated with during the
project and how frequently. This should include a note on where to find the
Communications Plan if you have one.
Stakeholder
Sports Clubs

Frequency
Monthly

Sports Clubs

As an when
needed
As per meetings

Town Council
Park users

Grant funders

When there is an
update on
progress
At key milestones

Type
Email

Purpose
Update on
progress
Email or meeting
Obtain opinions on
aspects
Report
Update on
progress
Via social media
To update on
and press releases progress
Email & social
media

To highlight
support and thanks

Document Management
Most documents will be created by the Town Council, using the Town Council house
style. These documents will be circulated to contractors, partner organisation and
internally via email with the documents being stored upon the Town Council Office’s
system.
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Funding and Economic Development
Project Management
Chartered Surveyors
Energy Carbon Sustainability
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1.0 Introduction
Didcot Town Council own two dilapidated, underused sports pavilions – one at Edmonds Park and one
at Loyd Recreation Park, both are close to the centre of the town and their locations are shown on the
map over the page.
During 2017 The Town Council worked with architects to look at some potential plans/ designs to
develop these pavilions – initial drawings are included in the appendices.
Didcot Town Council were keen to ensure that any new facility met the needs of the local community,
and in early January 2018 the Town Council were awarded funding from the Locality Fund to undertake
pre-feasibility stage public consultation.
This work included initial public consultation to capture ideas and suggestions coming forward for the
development of the two sites and the potential uses for any new buildings.
This document, Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case Considerations, builds on
the initial work undertaken through the community consultation to further identify the potential scope for
the project and the buildings. It specifically covers:
• The needs of the local community as identified in local policy and strategy
• A summary of the initial consultation, followed up by the findings from further conversations with
local sports and community groups, identifying their appetite for involvement in developing the
project
• An analysis of other local services and other local recreation sites
• Any emerging suggestions for developing the existing plans - enabling any new facilities to better
meet the needs of the local community
• The lessons learnt from a selection of other grant funded facilities/ amenities and how these can be
applied to the potential schemes in Didcot
• A brief review of the existing funding environment and how this might shape future proposals
• The potential revenue and ongoing management costs associated with the development of any new
facility/ facilities
• Any emerging options for management/ operation/ responsibility of any new facility
• Summary, conclusions and next steps.
This pre-feasibility work is designed to allow potential stakeholders and partners to understand whether
there is a sustainable and feasible project at Didcot that should be further developed.
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1.1

Location of the Two Parks

The location of Edmonds Park and Loyd Recreation Park are shown below.
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1.2

Brief Summary of Existing Facilities

A brief summary of the existing facilities at both parks is shown below.
1.2.1 Edmonds Park
Edmonds Park is one of the chief recreation areas for the town of Didcot. It has the following amenities:
• Parking
• Outdoor Gym
• 2 Play Areas
• Tennis Courts
• 9 Football Pitches, Including Senior and Junior Pitches and Regular Training Sessions and Match
Fixtures
• 1 Senior Rugby Union pitch
• 2 Sports Courts for Korfball, Netball and Basketball
• Large Expanses of Grass - Used by Dog Walkers.
The current sports pavilion is prefabricated and dates from circa 1950. It was originally designed as a
facility for local sports teams with changing rooms and showers. It has been described by locals as ‘in
a dire condition’. Initial consultation with local residents who use the recreation park has described the
current pavilion as ‘an embarrassment’, ‘not fit for purpose’ and ‘damp and smelly’.
Due to its poor condition the pavilion is now only used as changing rooms by the football teams. Reports
have suggested the flooring and tiling on walls are in poor condition and the building is poorly ventilated.
The showers are not fit for purpose, the building is poorly lit and there are no suitable seating areas for
visitors. The pitch at Edmonds Park is 1 of just 2 sites considered to be of poor quality by the District
Council.
Didcot Town Youth FC are the primary stakeholders in the Edmonds Park pavilion, having been the
exclusive users of the changing rooms and serving kitchen prior to their falling into disrepair. The club
boasts 18 teams at various age groups ranging from under 7’s to under 16’s, including two girls’ teams.
The existing management structure sees each team’s coach afforded a key to the pavilion, in order to
store equipment and provide occasional access to parents to use the serving kitchen, while Didcot Town
Council remain responsible for the maintenance of the site, on a weekly basis.
The Edmonds Park courts also hosts the 100-member South Oxfordshire Heat Basketball Club.
Training and games take place at both Didcot Girls' School and Edmonds Park. School Years 6 to 13
train on a Saturday, under 14s/16s/18s on a Thursday, and league games are placed on a Saturday.
Similarly, Didcot Netball Club (DNC) shares their playing time between the two sites - the juniors
primarily play at Didcot Girls School, while the rest often play at Edmonds Park (outdoor) during the
summer or UTC Oxfordshire (indoor). DNC are undergoing the process of relocating to Boundary Park.
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1.2.2 Loyd Recreation Park
Loyd Recreation Ground, off Brasenose Road, is a 7.4-acre park featuring a large fenced off area for
children’s play equipment. It has the following amenities:
• 6 Football Pitches, including 3 Junior and 3 Mini-Soccer pitches used for regular training sessions
and match fixtures
• 1 Play Area
• Large Expanses of Grass.
The existing facility is a single storey pavilion used for storage and as a changing facility. Consultation
with park users and local residents suggests that the pavilion is exclusively used as a storage facility
due to the poor condition of the site, housing football equipment inside as well as a goals paddock.
Didcot Casuals FC are currently the primary stakeholder in the Loyd Recreation Ground. The club
provide amateur football opportunities for girls, boys, women and men.
There are 20 teams across 10 age groups, including 4 girls teams and one Senior Men’s Team.
Typically, teams train and play once a week at Loyd Rec. The Senior Men’s Team play their match
fixtures at Triangle Park towards East Hagbourne.

R1141/Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case

5

October 2018

Didcot Town Council Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case Considerations

2.0 Profile of the Potential User Catchment
For both parks to maximise their impact on the local community the Town Council need to ensure that
any facilities, activities and services they offer meet the needs of local residents, both now and in the
future. This section summarises the characteristics of the local population using data taken from a
range of sources, including Nomis, The Office of National Statistics (ONS), and Sport England.

2.1

Resident Population, Age, and Likelihood to Engage in Sporting Activity

2.1.1 Resident Population and Age
According to the 2011 Census, the Parish of Didcot has a population of 24,416 residents. The age
profile of these residents is shown in Table 1.
Age (2011)
Didcot
(Parish)
%
Count

South
Oxfordshire
Count
%

Oxfordshire
Count
%

South East
Count
%

England
Count
%

Age 0 to 4

1,806

7.4%

8,213

6.1%

41,056

6.3%

534,235

6.2%

3,318,449

6.2%

Age 5 to 7

936

3.8%

4,089

3.6%

22,181

3.4%

299,327

3.5%

1,827,610

3.5%

Age 8 to 9

558

2.3%

3,034

2.3%

13,850

2.1%

188,731

2.2%

1,145,022

2.2%

1,514

6.2%

8,210

6.1%

37,335

5.7%

512,875

5.9%

3,080,929

5.9%

Age 15

338

1.4%

1,759

1.3%

7,818

1.2%

106,916

1.2%

650,826

1.2%

Age 16 to 17

603

2.5%

3,262

2.4%

15,721

2.4%

217,612

2.5%

1,314,124

2.5%

Age 18 to 19

Age 10 to 14

550

2.3%

2,720

2.0%

18,937

2.9%

217,156

2.5%

1,375,315

2.5%

Age 20 to 24

1,445

5.9%

6,214

4.6%

47,593

7.3%

534,287

6.2%

3,595,321

6.2%

Age 25 to 29

1,949

8.0%

7,155

5.3%

46,830

7.2%

528,057

6.1%

3,650,881

6.1%

Age 30 to 44

6,033

24.7%

27,580

20.5%

135,280

20.7%

1,761,278

20.4%

10,944,271

20.4%

Age 45 to 59

4,664

19.1%

29,199

21.0%

125,441

19.2%

1,716,857

19.9%

10,276,902

19.9%

Age 60 to 64

1,082

4.4%

8,722

6.5%

38,014

5.8%

535,399

6.2%

3,172,277

6.2%

Age 65 to 74

1,538

6.3%

13,040

9.7%

54,422

8.3%

763,695

8.8%

4,552,283

8.8%

Age 75 to 84

1,003

4.1%

7,965

5.9%

34,637

5.3%

501,118

5.8%

2,928,118

5.8%

Age 85 to 89

263

1.1%

2,195

1.6%

9,523

1.5%

139,576

1.6%

776,311

1.6%

Age 90 +

134

0.5%

1,180

0.9%

5,160

0.8%

77,631

0.9%

403,817

0.9%

Average Age

36.5

N/A

40.9

N/A

38.9

N/A

40.0

N/A

39.3

N/A

24,416

100.0%

134,257

100.0%

653,798

100.0%

8,634,750

100.0%

53,012,456

100.0%

All usual
residents

Source: Nomis
As at the last census, Didcot had an equal or higher percentage of residents in all of the younger age
categories, up to and including 30-44-year olds, than South Oxfordshire.
There is a lower percentage of residents over 45’s in Didcot than the England, South East, Oxfordshire
and South Oxfordshire areas.

R1141/Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case

6

October 2018

Didcot Town Council Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case Considerations

2.2

Population Projections in South Oxfordshire

The table below shows population projections for South Oxfordshire for the next eight years.
The table shows there is likely to be a slightly ageing population in future years at a district level. This
data is not available at the local level, but with an ageing population in the UK as a whole, we must
ensure that all generations are considered if any new facilities are built.
Population Projections in South Oxfordshire
Total

Aged 0-15

Aged 16-24

Aged 25-49

Aged 50-64

Aged 65+

2018

140,471

26,787

84,233

43,362

29,953

29,451

2019

141.171

26,944

84,152

43,081

29,336

30,076

2020

141,882

27,051

84,234

42,847

29,765

30,600

2021

142,882

27,152

84,269

42,597

30,244

31,163

2022

143,247

27,061

84,429

42,432

30,453

31,763

2023

143,860

27,046

84,427

42,182

30,634

32,386

2024

144,434

26,921

84,451

41,983

30,697

33,064

2025

144,943

26,910

84,246

41,853

30,606

33,786

Source: Nomis

The Didcot Community Profile October 2017 Update, highlights the following about population growth
in Didcot in future years.

The population of the town of Didcot at the time of the 2011 Census was 24,416. In December 2015,
Government announced that Didcot will become a Garden Town, delivering 15,050 new homes and
20,000 high-tech jobs in the greater Didcot area over the next 15 years.
The majority of sites for the 15,050 homes are allocated. Most of these are within Vale of White Horse
District (outside the town of Didcot), and many already have planning consent.
Didcot’s population is expected to grow from its current level of 24,530 to 65,200 by 2031.

This population growth will increase demand for local services and facilities. Any new facilities at the
parks need to be future proofed to meet any increase in demand in the future.
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2.3

Likelihood of Being Active/ Inactive by Age

The graphs below, taken from the Sport England Taking Part Survey 2018, show the likelihood of
various age groups to be physically active. Generally, levels of inactivity increase with age, a trend
which needs to be addressed given the proven physical and mental health benefits of exercise.

Source: Sport England Taking Part Survey 2018
• With a high percentage of young people, Didcot is likely to have a higher demand for sporting
facilities/ opportunities for physical exercise per head than other parts of the district.
• With the potential of a slightly ageing population in the future, Didcot will need to future proof any
new facilities to ensure that any provision meets the needs of the older age groups.

2.4

Types of Activities People Take Part In

The table below shows the types of activities that adults across the country have taken part in over a
28-day period, as taken from the Sport England Taking Part Survey 2018.

We can see that nationally, participation in team sports declined between 2016/15 and 2016/2017.
Similarly, the participation in racket sports has declined over the same period.
A new facility promoting the uptake of team sports in the local community and improving facilities for
those using the tennis courts at Didcot, would help to address this national decline.
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2.5

Levels of Activity

The graph below shows how likely people are to be active based on geographical areas.



Didcot: 

Source: Sport England 2018

2017 data for the Oxfordshire County Sports Partnership shows that 65.9% of adults aged 16 or over
are active for at least 150 minutes per week. 12.7% are ‘fairly active’, defined as between 30 and 149
minutes per week, while 21.4% are considered ‘inactive’ due to their participation in less than 30
minutes of activity per week. The proportion of ‘inactive’ residents has increased since 2016.
South Oxfordshire has a lower share of activity than the surrounding county. Within the local authority,
nearly a quarter of residents (24.7%) are categorised as ‘inactive’, and a lower proportion of residents
are categorised as ‘active’ (63.8%) than the wider county.
Trends suggest the area is becoming increasingly inactive; the share of ‘active’ residents dropped
nearly 5% between 2016 and 2017.
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2.6

Household Composition

The table below uses data from the last census (2011) to understand the number of households with
dependent children in the parish of Didcot. Data shows that 33.8% of households in the parish of Didcot
have dependent children, against 30.1% in South Oxfordshire.
With one in three households having dependent children there is a clear need for the provision of family
friendly activities. This could include activities specifically for children or activities that families can take
part in together. Examples include: school holiday clubs and family fun days.
There are also a significant number of single parent households (655 households) in the parish of
Didcot. These households could be on reduced income, so ensuring that activities are provided at an
affordable level will be key to engaging these groups in both physical activities and other community
activity.
Household Composition (2011)
Parish - Didcot
number

%

South
Oxfordshire
number

%

All categories: Household composition

9,819

100

54,104

100

One-Person Household

2,511

25.6

13,734

25.4

Aged 65 and over

899

9.2

6,570

12.1

Other

1,612

16.4

7,164

13.2

One Family Household

6,592

67.1

37,232

68.8

642

6.5

5,695

10.5

Married or same-sex civil partnership couple

3,737

38.1

22,322

41.3

Married or same-sex civil partnership couple: No children

1,238

12.6

8,052

14.9

Married or same-sex civil partnership couple: Dependent children

1,970

20.1

10,907

20.2

529

5.4

3,363

6.2

All aged 65 and over

Married or same-sex civil partnership couple: All children non-dependent
Cohabiting couple

1,251

12.7

5,156

9.5

Cohabiting couple: No children

715

7.3

3,019

5.6

Cohabiting couple: Dependent children

478

4.9

1,871

3.5

58

0.6

266

0.5

Lone parent

962

9.8

4,059

7.5

Lone parent: Dependent children

665

6.8

2,495

4.6

Lone parent: All children non-dependent

297

3.0

1,564

2.9

Other Household Types

716

7.3

3,138

5.8

With Dependent Children

Cohabiting couple: All children non-dependent

192

2.0

964

1.8

All full-time students

3

0.0

13

0.0

All aged 65 and over

12

0.1

142

0.3

509

5.2

2,019

3.7

Other
Source: Nomis
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2.7

Socio-Economic Groups

The table below shows the socio-economic groups of those of working age living in the Parish of Didcot
(2011) compared to South Oxfordshire and England.
Socio-Economic Groups (2011)
South

Parish - Didcot
Number
Total

England

Oxfordshire

%

Number

%

Number

%

17,864

100

96,892

100

38,881,374

100

2,418

13.5

16,294

16.8

4,045,823

10.4

3,893

21.8

25,102

25.9

8,132,107

20.9

2,582

14.5

12,413

12.8

4,972,044

12.8

1,226

6.9

10,720

11.1

3,662,611

9.4

1,474

8.3

6,147

6.3

2,676,118

6.9

6. Semi-routine occupations

2,403

13.5

10,270

10.6

5,430,863

14.0

7. Routine occupations

2,383

13.3

8,275

8.5

4,277,483

11.0

517

2.9

2,271

2.3

2,180,026

5.6

968

5.4

5,400

5.6

3,504,299

9.0

1. Higher managerial, administrative
and professional occupations
2. Lower managerial, administrative
and professional occupations
3. Intermediate occupations
4. Small employers & own account
workers
5. Lower supervisory % technical
occupation

8. Never worked and long-term
unemployed
Not classified
Source: Nomis

Data shows that the parish of Didcot has lower numbers of people in managerial and professional
occupations and higher numbers of people in semi-routine occupations and routine occupations than
South Oxfordshire. South Oxfordshire is often viewed as an affluent area, but we must remember that
there are a significant number of people in Didcot in lower paid jobs, with lower disposable income.
Sport England data shows there are significant disparities between levels of inactivity and different
socio-economic groups. This can be seen in the graph below.

Source: Sport England Taking Part Survey 2018
Going forward, any new activities or facilities developed will should support those in all social groups to
participate in physical activity.

R1141/Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case

11

October 2018

Didcot Town Council Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case Considerations

2.8

Health

The table below shows Didcot residents’ self-assessment of their health as at 2011. People were asked
to assess whether their health was very good, good, fair, bad or very bad. Note, this assessment is not
based on a person's actual health, rather their personal perception of their own health.
Health (2011)
Didcot – Parish
Number

South Oxfordshire

%

Number

%

All categories: Long-term health

24,416

100.0

134,257

100.0

Very good health

12,408

50.8

70,571

52.6

Good health

8,466

34.7

44,779

33.4

Fair health

2,705

11.1

14,409

10.7

Bad health

663

2.7

3,517

2.6

Very bad health

174

0.7

981

0.7

Source: Nomis
It is important to recognise that not everybody is in excellent health and wants to take part in high
intensity, physical activity. Many people will be looking for less-intensive forms of exercise such as
walking and other low impact activities.
Similarly, those in poorer health could benefit from wider facilities that could be provided at the parks,
such as outdoor seating to watch sports fixtures, the provision of social clubs and groups, and easy
access to toilet facilities.

2.9

Deprivation

Using the 2015 Indices of Deprivation, detailed local information about levels of deprivation can be
analysed at the Lower Super Output Area (LSOA). Note: LSOA’s are areas that are smaller than wards,
and so help to provide a more detailed analysis of deprivation at a more local level.
• At district level, 7.9% of the LSOAs in South Oxfordshire are within the 50% most deprived LSOAs
nationally.
• South Oxfordshire is the third most deprived district in Oxfordshire, out of 5.
• Didcot comprises 17 LSOAs, 35.3% of which are in the 50% most deprived LSOAs nationally and
one of which is in the 30% most deprived.
Didcot has higher levels of deprivation than the surrounding South Oxfordshire district.
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2.9.1 Deprivation - Edmonds Park LSOA
The LSOA that Edmonds Park falls into has the following characteristics with regards to deprivation:
• With specific regards to income deprivation, Edmonds Park lies within a LSOA which is identified as
amongst the 30% most deprived in the country.
• It lies within the 40% most deprived for income deprivation affecting children and within the 40%
most deprived for income deprivation affected older people. Note: Income deprivation refers to the
proportion of the population that are out-of-work and those that are in work but who have low
earnings.
• The same area is designated in the 20% most deprived LSOAs for education, skills and training.
Note: This domain measures the lack of attainment and skills in the local population, including the
skills of both children and young people as well as adults.
• The neighbourhood LSOA in which Edmonds Park resides is ranked as more deprived (50% most
deprived) than the LSOA for Loyd Recreation Park (10% least deprived), although Loyd sits adjacent
to South Oxfordshire’s worst ranked neighbourhood (30% most deprived nationally).

2.9.2 Deprivation – Loyd Recreation Park LSOA
The LSOA that Loyd Recreation Ground falls into has the following characteristics with regards to
deprivation:
• With regards to education, skills and training, Loyd Recreation Park lies within a LSOA which is
identified as amongst the 50% least deprived in the country. Note: this domain measures the lack of
attainment and skills in the local population, in particular educational disadvantage.
Loyd Recreation Ground, although located within a relatively less deprived neighbourhood, will attract
residents from the surrounding area, including South Oxfordshire’s most deprived LSOA covering the
Great Western park area.
This adjacent neighbourhood is ranked in the 10% most deprived LSOAs nationally for education, skills
and training; and in the 30% most deprived LSOAs in terms of barriers to housing and services. Note:
Barriers to housing and services measures the physical and financial accessibility of housing and local
services.
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Summary – Socio Economic Review
•

The analysis shows that there are pockets of deprivation within Didcot, and also a significant
number of groups who are less likely to engage in sport or physical activity such as those on
lower incomes and those with health complaints. Any new investments must recognise that not
everyone wants to take part in high impact physical activity, and that to maximise engagement
and increase activity levels in the town any facility must consider the needs of all residents. Is
the Town Council’s focus to encouraging those who are currently inactive to become more active,
or to support those who are already active? Or a combination of both?

•

The area around Edmonds Park is one of the 30% most deprived in the country, and Loyd’s
catchment includes South Oxfordshire’s most deprived Local Super Output Area. Activities/
access to facilities needs to be affordable so that no groups are prevented in engaging with the
park due to low income.

•

With a third of households having dependent children in Didcot any new facilities or activities
need to be family friendly.

•

With the uptake of both team sports and racket sports reducing nationally, any new facilities could
help to address this decline.

•

Any new facilities will need to consider the potentially huge impact of a growing population in the
future on levels of demand.
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3.0 The Strategic Context
This section reviews the main local and national policies to ensure that any proposals for future sports
or community provision in Didcot align with key policy drivers.

3.1

South Oxfordshire District Council – Didcot Garden Town: Delivery Plan (October
2017)

The vision for the Garden Town is to ‘create spaces and opportunities to bring together the diverse
range of people who live, work and visit Didcot’. Garden Town status prioritises the provision of highquality green spaces. The plan recognises a deficit in open space generally. The delivery plan is
founded on feedback from local people; a wide range of views were expressed but several strong
themes were clear, including:
• Innovative uses of green spaces to create attractive landforms accessible to all
• Community sports facilities to cater for local teams and clubs
• Easy access to open spaces, suitable for all forms of outdoor leisure activities - both energised and
relaxed
• Ensuring that open spaces are suitable and enjoyable for children to encourage a healthy lifestyle
from a young age.
Specifically, the vision aims to ‘support local communities to take part in the creation, maintenance and
stewardship of all green spaces and projects to foster social cohesion, place attachment and
ownership’.
The key relevant priorities are:
• Creating new multi-functional spaces, promoting physical activity and ensuring everyone in the town
has a green space within 300 metres of their home
• Promoting local growing of food, and building on these opportunities to use produce in community
cafes or markets
• Upgrading the quality of existing green space and encouraging greater use of the spaces.
The delivery plan dovetails with Didcot’s wider masterplan and promotes healthy and active living
throughout the area. The plan includes the following actions relevant to this study:
• Providing convenient and equitable access to a range of open space and natural environments providing opportunities for informal and formal recreation for all age groups
• Working with stakeholders such as Sport England to maximise the opportunities for incorporative
health active features and concepts within the town
• Considering the potential of co-locating existing and new community facilities to ensure their longterm sustainability and to bring different community groups together.
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3.2

Didcot Town Council: Recent Annual Report

• 2016/ 17 - The Annual Report gives a general overview of what has taken place throughout the year
in Didcot, as well as a breakdown of the aims and ambitions for the following year. The 2016/2017
Report from the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee opens with the assertion
that ‘Didcot needs to improve the sports changing facilities on Edmonds Park and Loyd Recreation
area. They’re currently in a terrible state, give a really bad impression of the town and will soon be
completely unfit for purpose. It would be unacceptable not to do anything, as that would deprive local
sports teams of the opportunity to compete in their respective leagues’.
The report notes the Town Council’s allocation of a £400,000 fund to remedy the situation.
• 2017/ 2018 - “Didcot has a tremendous sporting pedigree and our youth deserve suitable pitches to
play on”. “Having used these changing rooms many years ago I strongly felt something desperately
needed to be done to improve the quality”. (Report from the Chairman of the Environment
Committee).

3.3

South Oxfordshire District Council – Local Plan 2011-2033 (October 2017)

The Local Plan includes a strategy for delivering growth from 2011 to 2033. It identifies appropriate
areas for development, such as new homes, shops and community facilities. The District Council’s
vision definition is that ‘South Oxfordshire will remain a beautiful and prosperous place to live. It will be
an attractive place for people to work and spend their leisure time’.
There are a series of objectives which underpin the Local Plan, those of relevance to Didcot’s sport and
recreation initiative are shown below:
• OBJ 6.2: Provide access to high quality leisure, recreation, cultural, community and health facilities
• OBJ 6.3: Ensure all communities have access to the services and facilities they value, supporting
access to sport and recreation and the health and wellbeing of everyone.

3.4

South Oxfordshire District Council - Corporate Plan 2016-2020

The district’s four-year rolling plan provides a framework to develop detailed service plans for allocation
of resources through the budget and growth bid process. The plan features a number of proposals set
out across various themes. A selection of the most relevant priorities is listed below:
• We will provide new leisure facilities by planning for future leisure needs in the district
• We will unlock the potential of Didcot by involving local residents in the initial aspects of the garden
town initiative
• We will help people to be healthy and active by increasing participation in activity and sport to
improve health
• We will support communities to help themselves. We will promote, create and support volunteer
roles and opportunities for sports volunteering within the local community.
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3.5

South Oxfordshire District Council - Core Strategy (December 2012)

The core strategy sets out the council’s vision for South Oxfordshire to 2027. The strategy is the key
policy document in the Local Plan; it sets out the key elements of the spatial planning framework for the
district.
The plan states that Didcot is the focus for housing growth in the district and is a New Growth Point. It
forms part of a development corridor extending westwards to Wantage and Grove known as Science
Vale UK. The strategy for Didcot is to provide for housing growth linked to employment growth in the
knowledge intensive and high technology businesses in the area, with the aim of increasing social and
economic self-containment. With the benefit of this growth, one of the council’s objectives, reflected in
the aims of this strategy, is for Didcot to be a lively thriving town.
The planned growth of Didcot raises some issues and offers a number of opportunities, including the
requirement of new facilities for education including tertiary education, health and recreation. Other
initiatives which contribute to improving the environment and image of Didcot such as gateway features
will help the transformation of the town.

3.6

HM Government – Sporting Future: A New Strategy for an Active Nation (2015)

The government’s first strategy for sport and physical activity in more than a decade is focussed not
only on participation but the transformative nature of a physically active life. In the future, funding
decisions will be made on the basis of the social good that sport and physical activity can deliver.
Furthermore, the Government aims to better understand the barriers and issues around the drop-off in
sport and physical activity engagement by children and young people as part of their transition from
primary to secondary education, particularly amongst those groups who are most affected e.g. girls.
The strategy also considers the delivery of sport and physical activity at entry level – the aim is to get
more people involved in delivery, including coaching and volunteering.
The co-location of sport and other services is considered an essential element of the strategy for future
investment. For example, having the right facilities in the right place with the customer as the focus, and
being inclusive and accessible, can strongly affect people’s behaviour. To achieve this, the strategy
advocates providing opportunities to take part in sport and physical activity alongside other services
people want or need to use. Where old and tired existing facilities have been replaced by new provision,
the number of people using them can go up by 400%. Where co-location projects take place, 25% of
the increase is attributed to previously inactive people. The strategy states that “In assessing
applications for all major capital investments in future, Sport England will include a presumption in
favour of co-location of services including health and education wherever possible”.
As well as including other services alongside sporting infrastructure, it is important to ensure that as
many sports as possible can be played on and within facilities.
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Summary – The Strategic Context
•

This review of strategies reveals a strong and consistent emphasis on community – with
aspirations towards safer communities, cohesive communities and sustainable communities.

•

With a potential growth in population predicted for Didcot, the services and facilities provided by
the two parks must meet any growing demand.

•

New facilities, used by a number of groups, would maximise engagement with the local
community. This mixed-use approach could also attract a wider range of potential funding
sources (see later sections).

•

There is an emphasis on community in the local strategies - a community group could run a café
from the site – using local/ home-grown produce would reduce the overheads, as would volunteer
staffing support.

•

Any new development could help to promote and increase volunteering, both from a sporting
perspective and a social perspective. A ‘Friends Group’ could help to maintain and manage each
site and volunteers could run other activities.

•

There is an emphasis on promoting the increased use of green spaces – supporting those who
are currently inactive to become more active. Increased awareness of the site could be achieved
through investment in the activities that take place at the site. The sites need to be attractive and
safe environments where families feel safe bringing their children and other uses are provided
with adequate facilities.

•

Providing a place for local sport clubs was a key theme in the strategies. It is recognised that
local clubs need to be supported and developed and this is currently not provided at either park.
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4.0 Review of Existing Provision in the Local Area – Activities and Recreation
The initial public consultation (see later sections for more detail) showed that there was some interest
for additional groups, clubs and sports facilities to be run from the parks. To help to understand the
need for new activities at the site a review has been undertaken to identify the services and facilities
offered at community venues and alternative recreational sites within close proximity to either Edmonds
Park and Loyd Recreation Park.
The existence of these activities was identified through desktop research and community consultation.
The list is restrained to feature only the groups that predominantly work from Didcot venues. The
relatively rural nature of South Oxfordshire means that many types of clubs operate across the region,
and are usually based further afield in Abingdon or Oxford itself.

4.1

Activities

The list below shows some of the key clubs currently operating in Didcot. More details on the clubs and
where they operate from is included in the appendix.
•

Didcot Barramundi Swim Club

•

Didcot Volleyball Club

•

Didcot Dragons Korfball

•

Didcot Swimming Club

•

Didcot Taekwon-Do Club

•

Didcot Runners

•

Air Cadets

•

Marlborough Club TTC

•

Didcot Town Youth FC

•

Army Cadet Force

•

Didcot Chess Club

•

Didcot RUFC

•

Didcot Choral Society

•

Bell Ringing

•

Girlguiding - Ridgeway

•

Didcot Concert Orchestra

•

Natter Knitters

•

1st Didcot Girls' Brigade

•

Didcot & Wallingford

•

Didcot H3

Orchestra

•

Messy Church

Didcot Phoenix Drama

•

Didcot Casuals FC

Group

•

South Oxfordshire Heat

Company
•

Come Create - Ladies Craft

•

Morning

Division

•

Mens Group

•

Didcot Red Hot Blues

•

Re-Hydrate (Men's Ministry)

•

Didcot Café Meeting

•

Didcot Netball Club

•

Shed Space

•

Didcot Beading Group

•

Didcot & District

•

Refresh

•

Didcot Karate School

University of the Third

•

Townswomen's Guild

•

Didcot Squash Club

Age

•

Didcot Bowls Club

Basketball Club

At a District level it is worth noting the following with regards to football:
The District has 302 community football teams, as well as 18 teams playing in the district which arise
from elsewhere. There has been an increase in the team numbers since the 2014/15 season when
there were 274 teams in the district, showing an increasing demand for football and the subsequent
necessity for suitable facilities to meet this.
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Additional activities and facilities were suggested by local residents for the parks as part of the
consultation. These are shown in the table below.
The demand for activities and events will only increase as the population of Didcot continues to grow.

•

Skate park

•

Climbing wall

•

Crafter meets

•

Outside basketball /netball court

•

Something for teens 14-18yrs old

•

Covered seating area

•

Business networking events

•

Plays, music and shows

•

More adult sports classes

•

Pop up arts / crafts workshops or galleries

•

Buggy fitness, beginner jogging group, soft

•

Groups for school children

play for toddlers

•

Improved play facilities for older children -

•

Older people activities

•

More activities for children

•

Church groups hire

•

Art and craft groups, lifestyle groups

•

Aerobics

•

Child groups on weekend for working

•

More use for funfairs etc

parents

•

Live music from local bands

•

Forest school / outdoor learning area

•

Base for community walks

•

Splash park

•

Mini golf

skate course, tree climbing obstacle course

Summary – Activities and Recreation
There is no shortage of active groups in the area, and a local resident could easily find enough to
keep them busy every day of the week. However, given the priorities highlighted in the local
strategies to increasing community participation and volunteering, and the projected increase in
population in future years, there will be no shortage of people interested in getting involved in local
groups in the future.
A potential area for future growth is for those interested in moderate or low exercise, rather than
those purely interested in high impact exercise or competitive team sport. Examples could include
walking football, or chair-based exercise.
There is also a clear growing demand for football facilities.
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5.0 Review of Existing Provision in the Local Area – Community Facilities
A new community venue, or space for hire was a common suggestion during the public consultation
(see later sections).
It is worth noting that the Town Council already have the Civic Hall which can be used for a variety of
community, social and commercial activities, including but not restricted to: meetings, small or big
conferences, classes, clubs, arts and crafts, sports activities, dance classes, birthday parties,
engagement parties, weddings, christenings and communion receptions, slimming clubs and martial
arts classes. There is also a café and bar on site that can be used for events.
Other local community venues, or similar venues offering spaces to hire for community groups are
illustrated in the table below. The venues listed share similar characteristics in that they have a main
hall space available for hire, often complemented by additional smaller function/meeting rooms.
The largest function rooms can accommodate between 60 and 100 people, although the largest
advertised – Ladygrove Church and Cornerstone Arts Centre Auditorium – have alternative primary
uses and are restricted by church pews and theatre seats respectively. Most are equipped to host a
range of small events, from parties and presentations to events and exercise classes.

5.1

Location

The tables over the page demonstrate that there is not a bespoke community venue with a hall to hire
within 1 mile of the Edmonds Park. South West Didcot generally displays a lack of community venues
to hire. This said, there are a large number of hireable function spaces within Didcot itself though most
are clustered toward the railway station and towards Northbourne to the east.
Didcot Baptist Church is located within close proximity of both sites investigated, but its primary church
function leaves it inaccessible on most evenings and for portions of the weekend. Similarly, The Barn
is 0.26 miles away from Loyd Recreation Park but commands a fee of over £140 for the day.

5.2

Average Hire Prices

The range of hire charges for the community facilities vary significantly. They can be summarised as
follows:
• Function Room Large: £5 – £25 per hour
• Function Room/ Meeting Room Small: £3 - £15 per hour.
One of the more comparable venues is the Pavilion and Recreation Park owned by East Hagbourne
Parish Council and managed by the East Hagbourne Sport & Recreation Committee for the general
benefit of the community.
The refurbished Pavilion (2016) comprises a Community Room (up to 60 people) and a kitchen, as well
as Sports Changing Rooms. The Community Room can be hired for £11 per hour.
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Community Spaces to Hire in Didcot
Name
Didcot

Address

Baptist

Church

43

Wantage

Road,

Miles

Miles

Edm’ds

Loyd

0.44

0.78

Facilities / Services
Family friendly church - Sunday morning & evening services. Regular groups include: baby group, toddlers, Girls
Brigade, men’s groups and a Come Create group. There are rooms of various sizes available to hire which have

Didcot

OX11 0BS

previously hosted Adult Education Classes, Junior Tennis, U3A interest groups and exercise groups. One-off
events such as meetings, presentations and family parties are also hosted. Facilities include: Community Hall,
Harry Lewis Hall, smaller Waves Room, a seated Sanctuary and a main kitchen.

Didcot

Girls

School

Manor

0.58

0.29

Crescent

Facilities include: modern sports hall (£35/hr), a large hall with stage (£25/hr), a gym (£20/hr), a dance studio
(£20/hr), drama studio (£12/hr), dining hall (£20/hr), meeting room (£15/hr), library (£12/hr), various classrooms
(£10/hr), outdoor space (from £10/hr).

Didcot Civic Hall

Britwell Road,
Didcot

0.59

0.62

OX11

Didcot Civic Hall is owned by Didcot Town Council and managed by Didcot Civic Hall Management Committee
as a resource for the local community. Didcot Civil Hall can be used for a variety of community, social and

7JN

commercial activities, including meetings, conferences, classes, clubs, arts and crafts, sports activities, dance
classes, parties, weddings and christenings. There is a café and bar on site. There are 5 function rooms, the
largest of which can accommodate a maximum of 250 guests, including: the Main Hall (up to 350, £25-40/hr),
Ladygrove Room (up to 100, £22-26/hr), Northbourne Room (up to 40, £20-24/hr), All Saints Room (up to 40,
£18-22/hr), and the Park Room (up to 25, £12-14/hr).

All Saints' Youth

Roman Place,

&

Didcot

Community

hall

1.03

0.74

OX11

Housed in a modern building (2012), there are four rooms to hire: Main Hall (seating 76), the Kneller Room
(seating 24), a kitchen and the Clements Room. Rental fees are as follows: Main Hall (£13/hr), Kneller Room

7ER

(£9/hr), Clements Room (£8/hr), Kitchen (£2/hr), Main Hall + Kitchen (£15/hr), Main Hall + Kitchen + Kneller
(£24/hr).

Cornerstone Arts

25

Station

Centre

Road,

Didcot

1.15

1.53

Purpose-built, professional arts, culture and entertainment venue with a number of rooms available for hire: the
Green Room (12-40 people), Willow visual arts studio (14-30 people), and Diamond dance studio (18-50 people)

OX11 7NE
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Community Spaces to Hire in Didcot
Name

Address

Miles

Miles

Edm’ds

Loyd

Facilities / Services
- each charged at £21/hr, or £16/hr for charities/arts organisations - the Study pop-up cafe (12 people, £12.50/hr),
Auditorium (250 people, £500/£400 full/half-day).

The Barn

Foxhall Road,

1.20

0.26

Didcot

The Barn, a social club, comprises a Main Hall, snooker room and outdoor garden within an old barn and is owned
by its members. Day hire is charged between £140 and £180, while the hourly rate is £25/hr. Fully equipped
kitchen can be hired additionally for £75.

East

Hagb’ne

Pavilion

East

1.42

2.52

Hagbourne,

The Pavilion is owned by East Hagbourne PC and managed by the East Hagbourne Sport & Recreation
Committee. The refurbished Pavilion (2016) comprises: Community Room (up to 60 people, £11/hr), kitchen &
sports changing rooms (£11/hr).

Fleet

Meadow

Sandringham

Community

Road,

Association

OX11 8TP

1.55

2.46

Didcot

The hall offers a good size main hall suitable for parties and larger groups, a committee room ideal for smaller
groups and meetings, the use of a kitchen and bar area, as well as a grass outdoor area. Hire charges are
dependent on the time of day; rooms are between £3.10-£5/hr Monday-Friday before 6:00pm, £11.80-£23.26/hr
Saturday from 6:00pm, and £5.90-£12.38/hr at all other times.

Great

Western

Dan

Park

Northern

Parade, OX11

parking spaces, a kitchen and a small enclosed garden available to hire.

6AS

community groups, businesses and events.

Neighbourhood

Read

1.57

0.47

The centre is a modern, purpose-built community space with the following facilities: capacity for 60 people, 8
There are different hire rates for

Comn’ity Centre
Ladygrove

Ladygrove

Community

Church

1.7

1.99

The centre is a local space for hire for the Didcot community, hosting local events and activities such as local
singing groups. Situated within a church, it has a capacity for 100 people.

Centre
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Need for Additional Community Space - Summary
•

The public consultation (see later sections for more information) showed that whilst there is some
level of support for new groups and community facilities this was not one of the top priorities for the
development of the parks – main priorities were toilets, café and changing rooms. This said – there
was a positive response from people when asked directly about a community space. When asked
‘if there was a function space that could host private functions/ children’s parties at one of these
sites would you consider hiring it’ - 70% said ‘yes’.

•

Any new dedicated community space would need to generate enough income to be financially
sustainable. At say, £15 per hour to hire, the space this would need to be hired for circa 4 hours
each day of the week to generate £20,000 in income. If this was hired to a variety of groups there
could be a significant staff or volunteer resource to administer, in addition to cleaning, lighting,
heating and other bills.

•

We must remember that the Town Council also manage the Civic Centre, they may not have the
appetite to take on responsibility for a new community facility.

•

With a growing population in Didcot demand for community facilities is likely to rise. Conversely,
high quality provision of community facilities will attract new residents and housebuilders.
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6.0 Review of Existing Provision in the Local Area – Sports Facilities
The map illustrates that both Loyd Recreation Park and Edmonds Park are intrinsically valuable as
central open space in Didcot, whereas the other park areas are located on the fringes of the town.
The tables over the page describe the other local park facilities and what they offer.
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Parks and Recreation Sites in Didcot
Name
Great

Address

Western

Drive Park

Foxhall

Road,

Didcot

OX11

Miles

Miles

from

from

Edmonds

Loyd

0.45

0.79

Didcot

Playground

7GA

The park features a 0.19-acre newly developed play area featuring a combined basketball
and goal court as well as traditional equipment and a small sandpit. The park sits adjacent

7PF
Ladygrove Park and

Facilities / Services

to All Saints' Youth and Community Hall.
OX11

0.49

1.11

A well-equipped children's play area located in the centre of the Ladygrove housing estate
and covers approx 2.5 acres. There is a large field with football pitches, two hard-surfaced
tennis courts, a basketball court and five-a-side football goals. Ladygrove is Didcot's only
recreational area north of the railway line.

Smallbone

39 Rymans Ct,

Recreation Park

Didcot

East

Great

Hagbourne

Pavilion

and

Recreation Ground
Marsh

Recreation

Mead,

1.32

2.42

Small recreation park with an enclosed children's play area.

1.42

2.50

The Recreation Ground accommodates a well-equipped children's play area which was

East

opened in 2009 and a football pitch which is used by local teams. The new pavilion was

Hagbourne,

opened in 2016 and offers accommodation for sports and community activities, sports

Didcot

changing rooms, and a community room (61 sqm) with a kitchen (capacity 60).

Broadway,

Ground

Didcot

Boundary Park

Sir

Frank

1.52

2.23

Small green space with play equipment and a small goal and basketball hoop.

1.77

0.67

Boundary Park is a brand-new multi-sports facility situated within Great Western Park in

Williams

Didcot. It contains 17.5 acres of amenity grass land encompassing two cricket pitches, two

Avenue, Didcot

rugby pitches, one full size football pitch and five junior pitches of assorted sizes. The

OX11 7AR

pitches are serviced by a two-storey pavilion which houses six 20-person changing rooms
and a social space which includes a bar, kitchen and function room.
There is an outdoor terrace overlooking the main cricket pitch. Boundary Park is home to
Didcot Cricket Club, Didcot Rugby Union Football Club and Harwell & Hendred Youth
Football Club. The public can use the grass areas for general recreation when not in use
by sports clubs. The £4m facility was part funded by a £2.4m donation from Taylor Wimpey
of Oxfordshire and David Wilson Homes Southern.
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Summary – Local Sports Facilities
•

Discussions with the public and local stakeholders tell us that Ladygrove Park, despite its close
proximity to Didcot Town Football Club, is not large enough for full-scale football pitches and
there is an absence of changing facilities. Only two other recreation sites offer senior-sized
football pitches.

•

Conversations during the consultation with various local sports teams implied a heightened
demand for space but only a finite supply of venues. Current levels of provision suggest that
only a small number of Didcot football/sports teams are afforded the benefit of sports changing
facilities.

•

East Hagbourne Recreation Ground hosts one football pitch, while the most substantial offer
stands at the modern Boundary Park. Both East Hagbourne and Boundary Park feature a
pavilion/clubhouse with a licensed bar, changing rooms and a function space available to hire
by communities.

•

The opening of Boundary Park has resulted in the concentration of football in the parks in Didcot,
in particular on Edmonds Park, because of the relocation of rugby use to Boundary Park.
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7.0 Review of Existing Provision in the Local Area – Café
The second most popular suggestion for improving the council’s parks was the provision of café
facilities. The table below demonstrates that there aren’t any comparable cafés within c.0.5 miles to
Edmonds Park or within 1.0 miles of Loyd Recreation Park. Currently, the vast majority of cafés in
Didcot are concentrated around the central Broadway main road that bisects Didcot from east to west.
A café at either site could take a variety of forms:
• A Commercial cafe
• A community run café – open everyday
• A facility just for match days
Each is considered in more detail below:

7.1

A Commercial Cafe

Given the current footfall levels at both parks a permanent café, run for profit by a commercial operator
is likely to struggle financially, particularly through the winter period.
The main demand for café facilities will be during match days and through the summer period when
there will be a higher number of people using the parks. Even so, spend could be limited and income
levels are unlikely to be sufficient to maintain the café.
For example, just to cover wage costs of say £15,000 per annum in a café, you would need to sell circa
400 cups of tea/ coffee per week. (based on £1.50 per coffee/ tea with a 50% profit).
From previous experience Focus have seen examples where café’s start off with good opening hours,
then reduce and reduce the hours to reduce costs until customers are no longer sure when the café will
be open or closed.
If a cafe was leased out there may be long term issues for the Town Council - if the operator fails to
make a success of the venture they could default on their payments and the Town Council would be
left with an empty space.
A cafe is only likely to work if the footfall at the either site is significantly improved.

7.2

A Community Run Café

A key priority of the Didcot Garden Town Action Plan is ‘Promoting local growing of food, and building
on these opportunities to use produce in community cafes or markets’.
If a community group was interested in running the café, potentially as a social enterprise, this could
reduce overheads and increase the financial viability of the operation – however, it would be likely to
rely heavily on volunteer staff, grants and donations.
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A community café would help to attract new users to the park who may not usually visit.
Below we have sought to establish some lessons of best practice from examples of social enterprise
cafes or community cafes run from parks. The Palmers Greenery Café in London is open periodically
and is used to fund the park itself, and The Café in the Park in Portsmouth is a charity venture providing
employment and training opportunities for locals.
7.2.1 Palmers Greenery Community Café, East Barnet, London
The Palmers Greenery is run entirely by volunteers and open Wednesdays and Weekends (10am3pm). The community partnership resides within Broomfield Park. The café offers locally-sourced,
seasonal and home-made food, tea, coffee and refreshments. As a social enterprise, the café’s profit
is directly reinvested back into Broomfield Park. The wider park has tennis courts, a small model boat
pond, and outdoor seating.
7.2.2 The Café in the Park, Portsmouth
The Café in the Park is The Society of St James’ (SSJ) latest venture in Portsmouth, aiming to provide
employment and training opportunities to local people with histories of homelessness and substance
misuse. SSJ are working with the Beanbag Café Community Interest Company, a social enterprise
providing advice and training to organisations seeking to establish community cafes. The café itself was
refurbished by Portsmouth City Council and comprises an indoor area as well as an outdoor courtyard
overlooking the city’s Victoria Park. The café offers a full menu including breakfast options, a children’s
menu, snacks and drinks. Two permanent charity staff are based at the site with four more part-time
workers and up to ten volunteers. The café is open daily between 8am and 4pm (11am-4pm on
Sundays).

7.3

A Catering Facility – Match Days

The consultation showed significant demand for a café/ food and drink availability on days when there
are football or other sports matches – similar to existing facilities but a better facility. A small kitchen
area would allow sports teams to prepare hot drinks and snacks for sale on match days.
Areas to Consider would be:
• Health and Safety/ Food hygiene
• Who is responsible for cleaning
• Storage of food
• Kitchens being shared by a number of groups need a lot of cupboard space so that they can each
store their own equipment.
If a small kitchen were available it would be a shame if it were only used on match days – offering it as
part of the community space to groups in the week would help maximise community benefit.
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7.4

Existing Cafes in Didcot

The table below show the existing café provision in Didcot.
Cafés in Didcot
Name
Sal's

Address

Snack

Bar
Boswells

Kiosk

A

Miles

Miles

from

from

Edm’s

Loyd

0.49

1.11

Facilities / Services
7:30am-3:30pm (8:30am-2pm Sundays). Serves

Maket

burgers, breakfast, jacket potatoes, chips, rolls,

Place

snacks & drinks. Food + Drink = £5

Orchard

0.71

1.19

Centre

8:00am-5:00pm

(9:30am-4pm

Sundays).

Breakfast, brunch, soup, cakes and afternoon tea.
Food + Drink = £8

The

Market

Sandwich

Place

baguettes,

Shop

Broadway

potatoes.

Camara's

190

Café

&

Bakery

0.77

0.77

1.40

1.40

9:00am-4:00pm

(Monday-Saturday).

sandwiches,

paninis

Serves

and

jacket

8:30am-5pm (Monday-Thursday), 8:00am-5:00pm

Broadway,

(Friday-Saturday),

9:30am-3:00pm

(Sunday).

Didcot

Coffee shop, bakery and restaurant combined.
Food + Drink = £10

Salinas 2

Costa Coffee

152

0.82

1.45

8:00am-7:00pm

(10:00am-4:00pm

Sundays).

Broadway,

Serves breakfast, lunch as well as Lebanese

Didcot

cuisine. Food + Drink = £10+

Orchard

0.94

1.51

7:00am-8:00pm (9:00am-5:00pm Sundays

1.04

1.82

7:00am-9:00pm (8:00am-8:00pm Sundays).

1.12

1.45

:00am-7:00pm (8:00am-5:00pm Sundays). Inside

Centre
Starbucks

Didcot High
St

Pumpkin

Railway
Station

train station serving coffees, snacks, sandwiches
and drinks. Food + Drink = £5

Nourish

25

Station

1.15

1.53

Rd, Didcot

10:00am-9:00pm

(11:00am-4:00pm

Sundays).

Coffee lounge located within the Cornerstone Arts
Centre Food + Drink = £6

Sainsbury's

Central

Café

Drive,

1.24

1.77

8:00am-7:00pm (9;30am-3;30pm Sundays). Instore café Food + Drink = £6

Didcot
Costa Coffee

Harwell,

1.44

0.68

Open 7:00am-8:00pm (9:00am-5:00pm Sundays).

Greenwood
Way
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Summary – A Café Facility
•

Given the current level of footfall at the Town Councils sites it is unlikely that a commercial café
could be a viable option.

•

A facility for buying tea/ coffee and snacks on match days was a very popular suggestion.
Something similar to the existing facilities but a better offer.

•

The Town Council could approach local community groups to see if anyone would be interested
in developing a community café, but this may need to be supported by grants and volunteers to
maintain.

•

A kitchen facility for teams to make and sell their own snacks has proved successful in the past
and would be a welcomed by groups. It would be a shame if this facility wasn’t used more widely
than just by the sports teams. This type of facility could be used by small groups and clubs.
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8.0 Summary of Previous Consultation
Completed in May 2018, Focus Consultants undertook a pre-feasibility consultation process including
a community questionnaire, open days and initial discussions with potential user groups and local
residents.
There was an incredibly positive response from groups and organisations wishing to get involved –
including offers of support from potential volunteers, those with links to local builders, those with
experience of developing community facilities/ sports facilities and those who are interested in getting
involved in the running of any new facility.
The consultation provided an incredibly positive response to the idea that something might be done to
improve the facilities at both Edmonds Park and Loyd Recreation Ground. The clear theme arising is
that the parks are an incredibly important facility, and somewhere people go to spend time with their
friends and families.
This said, there were many suggestions for improvements, and many reasons why people choose not
to use the site that could easily be addressed.
Key Points from the consultation are shown below. The full findings of the study can be seen in the
Consultation Report – May 2018.

8.1

Existing Users

From those who completed the consultation, nearly 25% used Edmonds Park more than once a week
compared to 10% who used the Loyd Recreation Ground once a week.
There is a relatively even split between morning, afternoon and evening use of the parks during the
week. For weekends, use drops off significantly in the evenings. This could be a future growth area,
with the potential to introduce family friendly activities, or activities for other interest groups on weekend
evenings.

8.2

Reasons for Not Using the Town Councils Parks

Respondents were given the opportunity to provide comments about why they did not use the council’s
parks.
There were a vast number of suggestions and comments on things that prevent people from using the
sites including – lack of awareness, people thinking it is purely for sports teams to use, lack of disabled
facilities and antisocial behaviour after dark.
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8.3

Need and Demand for New Facilities

Those taking part in the consultation were asked what additional facilities local people would like to see
at Didcot’s parks. The answers are listed 1-14, with 1 being the most popular suggestion and 14 the
least popular.
1.

Toilets with outdoor access

2.

Café

3.

Outdoor seating area

4.

More toilets

5.

Improved sports changing facilities

6.

Additional car parking

7.

Community room

8.

Ice cream sales

9.

Function rooms available to hire

10. Mother and toddler groups
11. Aerobics/ fitness class
12. Storage space
13. Vending machines
14. Community drop in services/ vending machines.
Other facilities suggested by the public as part of the consultation are shown below. A longer list can
be seen in the full Consultation Report.
•

Floodlights / security lighting

• More bins, benches

•

Running track / athletics track

• A band stand or pagoda

•

A hard path all the way round so wheelchair

• Undercover facilities

users, mobility scooters and buggies

• Permanent area to have plays / music / shows

•

More trees and natural habitat

• Bouldering wall

•

Bike locking facilities

• Performance space

•

Better storage for sports groups.

• Open later in the evening.

Respondents were asked if they would be more likely to use the parks if the facilities were improved.
The results showed an overwhelmingly positive response with 92% saying they would use the park if
facilities were improved.
70% of respondents told us that if there was a function space that could host private functions/
children’s’ parties at one of the sites would they consider hiring it.
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Summary - Key Lessons Arising from the Initial Consultation
•

The main areas of demand for improvements to facilities, in order of preference were: toilets
with outdoor access, café and outdoor seating area, more toilets in general and improved
changing facilities.

•

Feedback from the consultation shows that many people are unaware that the parks exist, and
that many who are aware think they are just for use by local sports clubs. Given the research in
previous sections which highlights the importance of engaging new audiences and increasing
activity levels in the local community, the parks need to ensure that any new developments
support the whole community, not just the current users.

•

Antisocial behaviour was highlighted as a key factor which stops people from using the sites.
Increasing public use of the site could address this - it is often the case that with increased
footfall and more users of a site there is less incidence of anti-social behaviour.

•

92% of consultees said that they would use the park if facilities more if were improved – this
shows the huge impact a development project could have.

•

For weekends, use drops off significantly in the evenings. This could be a future growth area
for the parks. There could be the potential to introduce family friendly activities, or activities for
other interest groups on weekend evenings.
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9.0 Further Consultation – Stakeholders and Users
This section details additional information that has come forward through further conversations and
discussions with individuals representing local groups, users and potential future users. The full list of
stakeholders and users that have provided additional feedback is as follows:
• Kevin Lyons, Chairman, Didcot Town Youth FC
• Tim Owen, Vice-Chairman, Didcot Town Youth FC
• Rob Roslyn, Chairman, Didcot Casuals FC
• Natasha Crutchley, Club Secretary, Didcot Town Youth FC
• Darren Mobbs, Didcot Junior Parkrun
• Kaycee Wilson, Home Education Oxfordshire
• Tony Crutchley, Coach, Didcot Town Youth FC
• Alexander Lea, Chairman, Didcot Korfball
• Maryanne Webb, Chair, Didcot Netball Club
• Nigel Fairfield, Resident
• Carrie Beeton, Resident
• Kathryn Wilkes, Resident
• Rebecca Davies, Resident
• Lisa McGibbon, Resident
• Claire Nathwani, Resident
• Katie Haskins, Resident.

Key Message from Stakeholders and Users Consultation –
The key message coming back from stakeholders and users is the frustration that groups have been
consulted with many times over the years about potential developments at the sites and that nothing
has happened.
The overriding message is that something needs to happen soon.

9.1

Operating the Facilities

Edmonds Park
Didcot Town Youth FC are a key partner in meeting the aspirations of Didcot Town Council. Historically,
they have been the leaseholders of the current facility at Edmonds Park. Focus Consultants have
undertaken telephone consultation with the club to discuss the future plans of the organisation, and to
explore how any new facilities could be used to meet their aspirations.
Discussions explored the historic, current and future relationship between the Town Council and the
Club, and there was general positive in-principle agreement to the following:
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• It is important for Didcot Town Youth to retain some autonomy from Didcot Town FC, and a bespoke
facility at Edmonds Park would accommodate this.
• A joint management/governance arrangement could be sufficient, incorporating terms of reference,
responsibilities, shared space management and so forth. A formal over-arching management
agreement could be a good way forward.
• A management committee is the preferred option for the club as a means of delegating the various
responsibilities required for maintenance and operation.

• Any committee for facilities at Edmonds Park could also feature members from alternative sports
clubs or community groups.
Didcot Town Youth Football Club are a key players in the future management and organisation of the
facilities at Edmonds Park. In prior years, the club has utilised the changing rooms and serving kitchen,
ceasing to do so only because of the deteriorating condition of the site.
The club boasts 18 teams at various age groups ranging from under 7’s to under 16’s, including two
girls’ teams. The existing management structure sees each team’s coach afforded a key to the pavilion,
in order to store equipment and provide occasional access to parents to use the serving kitchen, while
Didcot Town Council remain responsible for the maintenance of the site, on a weekly basis.

Loyd Recreation Ground
Didcot Casuals FC are the exclusive users of Loyd Recreation Ground Facilities and have raised issues
over the inadequacy of the current provision - the majority of players prefer to change at home and
bypass the facilities all together.
The club are provided access to the pavilion and use it for storage only. Organisers expressed their
frustration at the lack of storage space, commenting that their sports equipment commands at least a
garage worth of space. Didcot Casuals FC would be happy to assume responsibility for the site in the
same manner as present.
Conversations with Didcot Casuals FC suggest that there is a latent demand for additional facilities in
order to accommodate more players, but this is more due to the number of pitches available. The club
has a waiting list which cannot be co-opted due to a lack of training and match space and availability.
Didcot Casuals are inclined to be in favour of single-sport areas rather than facilities planned as multisport areas because the latter scenario means the club cannot grow without being split across multiple
sites. This brings a number of challengers, especially regarding a club identity/spirit and running club
activities.
The site is considered essential to the continued existence of the club, which are expected to increase,
expand their age ranges and provide more ladies’ teams.

R1141/Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case

36

October 2018

Didcot Town Council Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case Considerations

Both clubs have outgrown their facilities and are at full capacity with regards to player numbers; in
particular, there is significant interest in expanding the girls’ team. Increasing participation in girls’
football is a recognised priority amongst various national sports bodies.
Both sites can only be used by the football clubs during the summer months due to the necessity of
floodlights to train in the evenings throughout the winter. Teams are required to move to other facilities
in other villages to train on weeknights, but would rather remain in Didcot.
The clubs would like to see a 3G artificial pitch with external lights incorporated into any plan, although
it is recognised that the cost could be prohibitive.

9.2

Café / Kitchen Management

Only Edmonds Park has been discussed by stakeholders as a potential host to a community café or
serving kitchen. With regards to future operating of the site, the football club would be willing to continue
to use the facility on an ad-hoc basis, and highlighted that they would be happy to take responsibility
for cleaning up after themselves in the kitchen.
Anecdotal evidence suggests that parents of Didcot Town Youth FC’s players frequently use the kitchen
to operate a tuck shop, selling teas and coffees to other parents, in order to raise funds for new kits and
equipment for each team. The kitchen is predominantly used at weekends, although it is thought that
an improved facility would see it used during the week as well, as team’s train on the pitches on all
weekdays.
Each team uses Edmonds Park for matches and training on a weekly basis respectively, it is therefore
suggested that parents as a whole would use any tea/coffee preparation facilities at the same times in
order to operate a tuck shop-style function in order to raise money for the teams themselves.

An

external serving hatch from the kitchen, preferably facing the pitches, would allow for refreshments to
be served without the need for spectators from having to come into the building while games are on.
Discussions with community members suggests that a wider catchment of users would be interested in
the teashop facilities; dog-walkers, runners, joggers and general park users were enthusiastic about a
serving kitchen. Edmonds Park is seen as the most central park and recreation area for most people in
Didcot.
Consultees suggested that a tuck shop could serve the wider public, through serving hot drinks in the
winter, or by selling ice creams and sweets in the summer. It was also these respondents that liked the
idea of outdoor seating, both to enjoy the park in the summer, and to enable easier (and perhaps
sheltered) watching of sports matches.
Some of the coaches similarly proposed the idea that the kitchen be more widely accessible to other
park users. Some of the parents who utilise the kitchen currently profess to hold valid food hygiene
certificates, and it could be a prerequisite of kitchen users that one of them be accredited.
Some individuals expressed that they would be willing to pay for the use of a kitchen or community
room on a private, individual basis. With regards to community/football team use, it is assumed that the
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club would be willing to pay a nominal fee towards use of the kitchen, provided it was affordable enough
for the takings to exceed the rental cost, and the club are able to benefit financially, as self-fundraising
is required for new kits and equipment.

9.3

General Maintenance

It is suggested that a regular feed of volunteers has proved difficult to secure in the past for either site,
and thus a regular, fixed position associated with cleaning or maintenance is unlikely.
One method of operation suggested by the community is a rota of local support, a matrix that could
utilise a large body of people/parents across only occasional opening/closing responsibilities. This
would enable a wide variety of community members to help assist with the facility on an ad-hoc basis,
and could utilise a plethora of different interests. For example, one respondent said that they would help
with regards to dealing with online enquiries.
Didcot Town Youth FC are currently exclusive in their use of the facility at Edmonds Park; although the
maintenance and upkeep are designated to Didcot Town Council. The club organise weekly Managers’
Meetings at which the coaches designate a forthcoming evening in which they will clean/maintain the
facility. Currently, any maintenance occurs on demand, as the changing rooms aren’t used and the
parents clean the kitchen after use.
The club have discussed the feasibility of instigating a formal maintenance structure if they were to
operate the site exclusively, and were keen to articulate that if the club began using the changing rooms
it would be each teams’ managers’ responsibility to ensure the facility was clean after use.
Didcot Casuals would assume a similar maintenance structure if afforded responsibility for any new
facility.
The smaller clubs do not consider themselves to be large enough to hold responsibility for any proposed
site.

9.4

Function Space

Discussions with the community extended beyond the concept of managing or operating the facility;
additional consultation sought to appreciate the appetite for a hireable function room within either
proposed facility at Edmonds Park or Loyd Recreation Ground.
The function room was discussed by some in the context of a rentable space for birthday parties. Most
respondents said that any additional amenities should be concentrated at Edmonds Park.
Discussions around the possibility of a function space were positive, and most thought that a hireable
function room could be used for children’s parties. It was also seen as advantageous to be in such close
proximity to the field, while the facility is still accessible by path via the back of Edmonds Park, rendering
it usable during inclement weather.
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A social area within the building could provide a community focal point; a flexible social and catering
area would provide adequate space for refreshments, coaching and community activities.
A community space was also thought to be an opportunity for Didcot Town Youth FC to gain some
independence from the wider Didcot Town FC. The coaches have suggested that organising events or
utilising club space (e.g. function rooms) has proven challenging in the past. A facility available for
DTYFC facility would serve to ease these tensions.
It was felt any venue should take on wider community functions – for example noticeboards in their
main foyer, addressing a wider audience beyond club sport, and helping to attract groups such as local
joggers / runners and seasonal park users.
Parents, in discussing the potential fee of hiring any function space, said that they were would be willing
to pay to hire if it was similar in cost to other local venues, but would not expect the football teams
themselves to pay for the kitchen facilities.

9.5

Hire Charges

Discussions with sports clubs over provisional hire charges suggested that regular users of either facility
would expect to contribute financially to the general cleaning and maintenance costs of any facility. With
regards to a café/serving kitchen, the money generated from selling teas/coffees is seen as a
fundraising activity that would be cease to be sustainable if any meaningful rental cost was applied.
Didcot Town Youth FC currently pay a fee of £18 per pitch at Edmonds Park to the Council per use;
this agreement formerly included use of the changing rooms. It is understood that an improvement to
the pavilion facilities would yield an appropriate increase in pitch hire fees, but of no more than £25
inclusive. The club expects to be charged for using the site but only enough to cover basic costs.
Similarly, Didcot Casuals would only be prepared to be charged for an improved offer.
Parents of children playing for Didcot Town Youth FC currently pay £100 per year for football registration
subs, to cover league registration fees, pitch hire and necessary equipment. Parents also pay
£24/month during the winter months for an all-weather, weekly flood-lit training session. It is suggested
that parents wouldn’t like to see the £100 fee increase by much.

9.6

Alternative Functions

9.6.1 Other Sports
Stakeholders highlighted that it is important that any proposed development is not marketed or
considered to be for the exclusive use of football clubs. The multi-faceted aspect of a facility is
highlighted as a priority for many funders, including Sport England, and should be accessible for at least
two formats of sport, and have some community-orientated approach.
Discussions with alternative Didcot sports clubs suggests that they would use the changing rooms if
they trained or played matches at Edmonds Park.
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Loyd Recreation Ground however is used exclusively by Didcot Casuals and the club were receptive to
a multi-use concept.
Any improved sports facilities at either site could provide for both the prominent football teams using
the fields as well as the sports teams using neighbouring courts. However, clubs such as Didcot Korfball
and Didcot Netball Club have much smaller memberships, and are being incorporated into the Boundary
Park Sports Association due to the condition of the changing rooms.

9.6.2 Location
In terms of the location, if netball and basketball teams (or any using the courts at Edmonds Park) were
to co-opt the operation or management of the site, ideally the changing rooms would be located closed
to the hardcourt on the west border of Edmonds Park.
The strategic location of the sites should be considered. At Edmonds Park, proximity to the car park or
main service road should be prioritised, in order to ensure that the facility would be entirely accessible.
When thinking about the potential to host community events at the facility, or a party, currently
cars/vans/vending companies can’t park particularly close to the site, and would be required to park
separately.
With regards to Loyd Recreation Ground, the existing building is thought to be located in the correct
position adjacent to the road.
9.6.3 Home Education
The consultation featured discussions with Didcot’s Home Education community, who prioritise having
a safe community space from which to administer a range of varying activities. The Home Education
community themselves are particularly diverse and whose members tend to be struggling in society, be
that socially or financially.
There is a communicated need for those who are Home Educated to be better integrated into society,
in response to the perceived stigma attached to this form of upbringing. There are local and national
support groups which provide parents and children with support, resources and opportunities to
socialise and make new friends.
Didcot no longer plays host to Home Education groups; there are families who offer activities but
currently have to venture to Oxford or Abingdon to host them. Home Education events focus on
employability skills, crafting, and anything to engage children. It is suggested that there is a regular
programme of activities hosted at various parents’ houses, and that they could benefit from a central
meeting/social/function space, although only at a nominal fee.
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Summary - Key Lessons Arising from the Further Consultation
•

A management committee appears to be the preferred option for the Edmonds Park by the
Football Club. This would provide a means of delegating the various responsibilities required
for maintenance and operation. The committee could also feature members from alternative
sports clubs or community groups.

•

Discussions with community members suggests that a wider catchment of users would be
interested in the teashop facilities; dog-walkers, runners, joggers and general park users were
enthusiastic about a serving kitchen.

•

With regards to community/football team use, it is assumed that the club would be willing to pay
a nominal fee towards use of the kitchen, provided it was affordable enough for the takings to
exceed the full cost, and the club are able to benefit financially, as self-fundraising is required
for new kits and equipment.

•

The sports clubs have discussed the feasibility of instigating a formal maintenance structure if
they were to operate the site exclusively, and were keen to articulate that if the club began using
the changing rooms it would be each teams’ managers’ responsibility to ensure the facility was
clean after use.

•

Feedback from the community suggests that any function space would only be used on an
occasional basis. In order for the space to be sustainable a regular programme of groups would
need to be established. A club room, small facility would help to support the football club at
Edmonds Park.

•

The clubs would be willing to contribute to the hire charges through a small increase in their
pitch rates, but no more than £25 inclusive per pitch.

•

There is a higher concentration of sports clubs and park users at Edmonds Park. The general
consensus is that any facility would meet the needs of more people at Edmonds Park.
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10.0 Comparator Sites
When considering the development of the project it is worthwhile understanding some similar sites that
have benefitted from developments. Some examples are shown below.

10.1 Local Facilities
Two local facilities have recently been built.
10.1.1 East Hagbourne Pavilion
East Hagbourne Parish Council opened a new Pavilion in
2016, offering accommodation for both sports and community
activities. The Pavilion and Recreation Ground are owned by
East Hagbourne Parish Council and managed by East
Hagbourne Sports & Recreation Committee for the general
benefit of the community. The Pavilion features a Community
Room which provides space for a range of community
activities; the 61 sq m room, with a ceiling height of 2.53m,
includes tables and chairs to accommodate up to 60 people and a kitchen. There are changing rooms
for team sports, with separate facilities for home and away teams and for officials. These are completely
separate from the Community Room facilities with their own entrance.
All aspects of the site can be hired; the Community Room (£11/hr), changing rooms/showers (£11/hr),
playing field (£3/hr), and playing field and toilets (£3) are charged at different rates. The field is open
for informal play, charges are only made for organised events.
The venue hosts Hagbourne United Football Club (two men’s teams’ matches and training), the
Community Choir (35 members), weekly Pilates classes (16-18 people), weekly table tennis evenings,
and a number of children’s parties, adult events and meetings.
The Pavilion cost £364,559 and was part-funded £150,000 by South Oxfordshire District Council,
£50,000 from Sport England, £50,000 from WREN.
10.1.2 Boundary Park
Boundary Park is a brand-new multi-sports facility situated within Great Western Park in Didcot. It
contains 17.5 acres of amenity grass land encompassing two cricket pitches, two rugby pitches, one
full size football pitch and five junior pitches of assorted sizes. The pitches are serviced by a two-storey
pavilion which houses six 20-person changing rooms and a social space which includes a bar, kitchen
and function room. There is an outdoor terrace overlooking the main cricket pitch.
Boundary Park is home to Didcot Cricket Club, Didcot Rugby Union Football Club and Harwell &
Hendred Youth Football Club. The public can use the grass areas for general recreation when not in
use by sports clubs. The £4m facility was part funded by a £2.4m donation from Taylor Wimpey of
Oxfordshire and David Wilson Homes Southern.
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10.2 Sites From Further Afield
10.2.1 Bawtry Action for Recreation & Sport – Community Sports Pavilion - £450,000
Bawtry Action for Recreation & Sport’s (BARS) new facility was made possible via investment from the
Premier League & The FA Facilities Fund (£99,685), which is delivered by the Football Foundation. The
grant enabled Bawtry Action for Recreation & Sport to install the new pavilion at the Memorial Sports
Ground – which has been hosting local football for almost 100 years.
BARS benefitted from a S106 grant of £69,935 from Doncaster Metropolitan Borough Council, as well
as grants from Bawtry Town Council, England and Wales Cricket Board, Sport England, WREN and
the Bernard Sunley Trust.
The new facility replaces the site’s previous changing pavilion, which was over 60-years-old and was
no longer able to support users as a result. Prior to the project, users had access to two changing
rooms, a shared shower, a small meeting space and external toilets on-site. The new community sports
pavilion provides three team changing rooms with access to separate shower and toilet facilities; two
officials’ changing rooms, also with separate washroom facilities; a large function room; an office; a
kitchen and spectator toilets, Bawtry Action for Sport & Recreation, a local charity, will oversee the
running of the new facility.
The new pavilion will benefit a number of local grassroots sport organisations including Bawtry JFC,
Bawtry Town FC, Bawtry Cricket Club and Bawtry Bowling Club. The local community will also have
access to the pavilion, with weekly community fitness classes taking place in the pavilion’s function
room.
BARS organise the funds and the cost of grass cutting and other maintenance work and manage the
site which is used by local clubs and residents. Bawtry Town Council provides an annual grant to BARS
to help fund the upkeep of the ground. Running costs can be assumed to be between £38,000 and
£51,490.
10.2.2 Hitchin Rugby Club – Sport England Inspired Facilities - £475,000
The £1.2m clubhouse rebuilding programme to upgrade the facilities started in 2015. The first phase of
the £1.2m project was the £475,000 construction of six new changing rooms. Financially, this first stage
was supported by Sport England (£150,000), the Rugby Football Foundation and The Valiant Trust with
HRFC providing over £100,000 from the Hitchin Rugby Club development fund.
The existing club facilities were beyond their lifespan; built in the 1950s, the changing facilities were
dilapidated and needed improvement. The project was split into four financially realistic phases,
expected to take 10-15 years to complete.
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10.2.3

Northumberland County Council – Bedlington’s Gallagher Park - £670,000
Northumberland County Council were awarded £135,000 to build
a new sports pavilion featuring changing rooms, club room, toilets
and kitchen facilities. The building will now allow new sports to be
introduced to the park, including athletics, orienteering and boot
camps. The project was funded by the Council along with a
contribution from the Sports Lottery through Sport England’s
Inspired Facilities Fund (£135,000). The total cost of the

development was £670,000, with the council investing £534,000.
The pavilion provides two changing rooms for players and officials, a function room and kitchen, toilets
(inside and outside), and a large store room for equipment. It will be available to use by the sports clubs
that use Gallagher Park and will also be used by the Friends of Gallagher Park, and other community
groups by arrangement. Further plans are being drawn-up to enhance the park with improvements to
the children’s play area and the development of new walking routes around the site later in the year.

Lessons Learnt from Elsewhere
•

The development of a friends’ group for the parks – volunteers might help with running activities,
hosting events and monitoring security.

•

A phased approach to development, prioritising elements of the build seen as most necessary,
with the ability to extend at a later date.
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11.0 The Current Grant Funding Environment
Whilst a full funding review has not been undertaken at this stage it is worth noting the following key
messages with regards to funding streams.

11.1 Community Centre/ Village Hall Funding
From Focus’ knowledge of other community builds in recent years we are aware that the funding
environment has become increasingly difficult. A number of funders who have previously grant funded
the capital development of local community facilities/ community centres/ village halls in the past have
recently been closed, are currently under review or are becoming increasingly competitive.
Didcot is in the eligible area for some of the landfill tax grant schemes, but grants from these funders
often have caveats attached:
• Biffa Grants – Will not fund projects with a total cost of more than £200,000 including VAT
• WREN Grants – Will not fund the construction of new building. (They will support some
internal fit out costs, renewable energy installations)
These schemes could be used for smaller improvements to the sites if they can not be accessed for the
larger builds.
In addition, Didcot is unlikely to be a priority geographical area for some funders. Whilst we can
demonstrate that there are some pockets of deprivation, many funders are looking to priority fund
projects in areas where the need is at the highest.
Sources of funding may be available, but with more competition these could take longer to secure, and
may come with more delivery requirements.

11.2 Sports Funding
An initial review of sports funding shows that there are some potential funders for sports facilities, but
any money will come with delivery requirements. Some brief details are shown below but this should
be read in conjunction with the full guidance.
11.2.1 Football Foundation – Premier League & The FA Facilities Fund
Sport England directly funds the Football Foundation which provides funding to a range of football
projects. The Premier League & The FA Facilities Fund is available to football clubs, schools, councils
and local sports associations. It is focused on supporting the development of new or refurbished local
football facilities, improving the experience of playing the national game at the lowest levels, and helping
to increase participation in football across the country.

The Fund is managed by the Football

Foundation on behalf of its funding partners – the Premier League, The FA and the Government, via
Sport England. The Premier League & The FA Facilities Fund gives grants for projects that:
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•

Improve facilities for football and other sport in local communities.

•

Sustain or increase participation amongst children and adults, regardless of background age, or
ability.

•

Help children and adults to develop their physical, mental, social and moral capacities through
regular participation in sport.

The types of facilities they give money for include: Grass pitches drainage/improvements, pavilions,
clubhouses and changing rooms, 3G Football Turf Pitches (FTPs) and multi-use games areas, fixed
floodlights for artificial pitches. The maximum grant available is £500,000.
They welcome applications from football clubs, professional clubs' community trusts, multi-sport clubs,
local authorities, all educational establishments, registered charitable organisations, not for profit
companies limited by guarantee, industrial and provident societies and unincorporated not for profit
organisations. All applications must have security of tenure either by freehold or leasehold. A minimum
of 25 years security of tenure is required by leasehold.

11.2.2 Sport England – Community Asset Fund
The Community Asset Fund focusses on traditional sports facilities and is a programme dedicated to
enhancing the spaces in the local community that give people the opportunity to be active. Grants are
available for community organisations, sports clubs, statutory bodies and educational establishments
to enhance local community spaces which encourage people to play sport and get active.
Three levels of funding are available:
• Small Scale Investments – Typically ranging between £1,000 and £15,000 to cover the cost of
emergency works or something stopping people from being able to stay active right now.
• Medium Scale Investments – Typically ranging between £15,000 and £50,000 to make more
substantial changes. This might be an upgrade to an existing facility or developing a new space.
• Large Scale Investments – Typically ranging between £50,000 and £150,000 for projects which
can demonstrate a considerable impact or are targeting under-represented groups.
Sport England can fund multi-sport projects that include football – but football must not be the
majority activity that is being funded.
Sport England wants to achieve the following through this funding programme:
• Improve and protect existing sports facilities that support the needs of local communities.
• Invest in new and different places that meet the needs of local communities
• Ensure investment reaches organizations that have not accessed Sport England’s funding before
• Create a more resilient, sustainable, less grant dependent sport sector.
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Summary – Grant Funding
•

Grant funding is not as easy to secure as it has been historically. There is more competition for
grants, and many funding awards come with caveats on what the money can be used for/ spent
on or with additional requirements for the services that must be made available.

•

This added competition can add to the already lengthy time period for delivering a grant funded
community facility.

•

With many local residents saying that something needs to be done now, the key question for
the Town Council is how long they would be prepared to wait for grant funding.

•

A mixed funding package – i.e. securing multiple grants from a range of funders could be an
option, but this is a complicated approach and gives multiple different sets of requirements and
timescales to juggle.
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12.0 Financial Sustainability
The current facilities at the parks are financially supported by the Town Council. Whilst it is assumed
that there will be ongoing support from the Town Council, with council budgets ever more squeezed,
we must consider the long-term financial sustainability of the site so as not to create an additional
burden on the local authority.
The actual income and expenditure of the building/ buildings will vary depending on the size and scope
of the project. This section looks at other pavilions and community facilities to understand the level of
costs involved in running a building.

12.1 Pavilions – Smaller Facilities
Many small organisations set up with the sole purpose of maintaining a pavilion facility only publish their
total income and spending figures. These provide a benchmark for the expenditure on smaller sites.
Note: The duty to file accounts and the annual report with the Charity Commission only applies to all
Charitable Incorporated Organisations (irrespective of income) and to all other registered charities
whose gross yearly income exceeds £25,000.
Pavilions - Income and Spending Only
Centre

Income

Ashley Pavilion (2017)

Spending

£6,403.00

£6,393.00

£11,206.00

£6,392.00

£6,434.00

£6,369.00

Hampton Park Pavilion (2017)

£11,878.00

£7,349.00

Spilsby Recreation Ground (2016)

£14,440.00

£13,131.00

Rotherfield Peppard Sports Pavilion (2016)

£1,718.00

£2,432.00

Stawley Recreation Field and Memorial Pavilion (2016)

£8,720.00

£7,008.00

Swavesey Community Pavilion (2016)

£2,148.00

£1,445.00

The Aspenden Pavilion (2016)

£3,400.00

£1,800.00

Average

£7,371.89

£5,813.22

Bamburgh Pavilion (2017)
Everton Sports and Community Pavilion (2017)

From the above we can see that only one of the halls made a financial loss. Most were able to generate
a small surplus which would help to build up their reserves.

12.2 Larger Facilities - Expenditure
The tables over the page show financial data from a range of community centres, village halls and
sports facilities based in Didcot and the surrounding area. The tables collate figures, where published,
on a range of factors including: heat, light and power; insurance; repairs and maintenance and cleaning.
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Gas Expenditure
Venue

Expenditure

Harwell Village Hall

£1,313.30

Hagbourne Village Hall

£1,511.07

The Hub @ Henley Community Centre

£1,509.68

Shiplake Memorial Hall and Institute

£3,899.00

Average

£2,058.26

Electricity Expenditure
Venue

Expenditure

Harwell Village Hall

£1,663.51

Hagbourne Village Hall

£2,028.48

The Hub @ Henley Community Centre

£1,509.68

Shiplake Memorial Hall and Institute

£788.00

Stoke Row Village Hall

£777.10

Kidlington Football Club

£879.78

Bamburgh Pavilion

£371.00

The Ogilvie Pavilion & Sports Ground

£401.47

Average

£1,052.38

Water Expenditure
Venue

Expenditure

Harwell Village Hall

£270.44

Hagbourne Village Hall

£290.53

Ardley with Fewcott Hall & recreation ground

£539.46

Shiplake Memorial Hall and Institute

£716.00

Shipston Under Wychw'd Recr’n Field & Village Hall
Viscountess Barrington's Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground

£1,020.00
£885.00

Stoke Row Village Hall

£36.66

Bamburgh Pavilion

£380.00

The Ogilvie Pavilion & Sports Ground

£39.76

Average

£464.21

Heat and Light Expenditure
Venue

Expenditure

Ardley with Fewcott Hall & recreation ground

£1,127.33

The Shipston Under Wychwood Recreation Field & Village Hall

£4,991.00

Viscountess Barrington's Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground

£4,354.00

Boundary Park

£4,354.00

Blakeney Village Hall

£5,023.00

Hailsham Pavilion

£3,563.00

Average

£3,902.06
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Repairs and Replacements Expenditure
Venue

Expenditure

Harwell Village Hall

£250.19

Hagbourne Village Hall

£1,685.48

The Hub @ Henley Community Centre

£762.30

Ardley with Fewcott Hall & recreation ground

£159.02

Shiplake Memorial Hall and Institute

£11,107.00

Boundary Park

£108.00

Stoke Row Village Hall

£187.45

Blakeney Village Hall

£5,206.00

Hailsham Pavilion

£18,112.00

Average

£4,175.27

Cleaning Expenditure
Venue

Expenditure

Harwell Village Hall

£2,712.57

Ardley with Fewcott Hall & recreation ground

£1,288.95

Shiplake Memorial Hall and Institute

£4,064.00

The Shipston Under Wychwood Recreation Field & Village Hall

£4,185.00

Boundary Park

£4,582.00

Stoke Row Village Hall

£290.00

Bamburgh Pavilion

£1,167.00

Blakeney Village Hall

£4,873.00

Average

£2,895.32

Licenses Expenditure
Venue

Expenditure

Harwell Village Hall

£869.03

Hagbourne Village Hall

£70.00

The Hub @ Henley community centre

£405.00

Shiplake Memorial Hall and Institute

£563.00

The Shipston Under Wychwood Recreation Field & Village Hall

£452.00

Viscountess Barrington's Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground

£1,033.00

Stoke Row Village Hall

£114.00

Blakeney Village Hall

£847.00

Hailsham Pavilion

£301.00

The Ogilvie Pavilion & Sports Ground

£330.90

Average

£498.49

Maintenance Expenditure
Venue

Expenditure

Hagbourne Village Hall

£3,868.33

The Shipston Under Wychwood Recreation Field & Village Hall

£5,123.00

Viscountess Barrington's Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground

£4,010.00

Kidlington Football Club

£3,221.55
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Maintenance Expenditure
Venue

Expenditure

Bamburgh Pavilion

£487.00

The Ogilvie Pavilion & Sports Ground

£3,104.90

Average

£3,302.46

Insurance Expenditure
Venue

Expenditure

Harwell Village Hall

£2,213.87

Hagbourne Village Hall

£803.26

The Hub @ Henley Community Centre

£1,483.55

Ardley with Fewcott Hall & recreation ground

£1,529.88

Shiplake Memorial Hall and Institute

£1,993.00

The Shipston Under Wychwood Recreation Field & Village Hall

£2,507.00

Viscountess Barrington's Memorial Hall and Recreation Ground

£3,034.00

Boundary Park

£1,271.00

Stoke Row Village Hall

£588.21

Bamburgh Pavilion

£1,208.00

Blakeney Village Hall

£3,060.00

Hailsham Pavilion

£2,390.00

Average

£1,840.15

12.3 Implications for Didcot
Key areas of expenditure are discussed below:
12.3.1 Heat, Light and Power
If a larger building is created then, based on the above, the key costs will be heat, light and power.
Community facilities have to be warm and welcoming so many centres face high heating and electric
bills. Any new buildings needs to be financially sustainable in the long term. The designs need to take
into consideration energy saving measures wherever possible. There could even be the potential for
the site generate its own energy through ground source heat pumps or solar panels. There could also
be potential income generation opportunities through selling excess energy back to the grid through
feed in Tariffs.
Energy efficiency and energy sustainability are getting higher up the list of priorities for many grant
funders, so as well as reducing the energy costs evidence that the project will be energy efficient could
help to support a grant funding application. It is proposed that running costs should be kept to a
minimum through the following measures where possible:
• Install energy efficient light bulbs
• Reduce water bills by using water saving devices available from your water supplier such as tap flow
regulators and bags which reduce the amount of water used by toilets
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• Insulation.
• Using zoned areas within the building means that only areas being used will require energy.
• If rainwater can be diverted to soak away there will be reduced charge from water companies to
manage the excess water.
• Using automatic lights that only come on when a room is in use reduces costs.
12.3.2 Maintenance, Repairs and Renewals
Maintenance, repairs and renewals will be a key area of expenditure as the building ages. The
arrangements for who foots the bill for these costs – i.e. the Town Council, or any group leasing the
building will need to be clearly agreed in any leasing/ management arrangements.
12.3.3 Cleaning
Cleaning expenditure may be reduced if undertaken by any group leasing the facilities. However, if the
facilities include public toilets the Town Council may need to take responsibility for cleaning this
element.

12.4 Potential Income Sources
The following income sources have been identified as potential income sources for any new facility at
Didcot.
12.4.1 Cafe
As previously noted, a commercial café at the site is unlikely to generate a significant income for the
site, conversely it could be a financial drain on resources if an operator defaults on any lease
arrangements. A community enterprise may wish to take on the facility but at best we would expect
this to break even rather than creating any income for the site. A tuck shop would generate some small
amounts of income for the clubs.

12.4.2 Room Hire
Based on the information collected in previous sections rooms for hire in Didcot’s community venues
are in the region of:
• Function Room Large: £5 – £25 per hour
• Function Room/ Meeting Room Small: £3 -£15 per hour.
We can assume that a space the size of the current proposed café may rent for circa £8-£12 per hour.

12.4.3 Sports Changing/ Pitch Hire
Discussions with local groups suggest that income from the changing rooms and pitch hire could be up
to £25 per use.
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13.0

Options for Leasing and Operational Management of Facilities

Three initial options have been considered for management of any new facilities.
Management Options
Managing Body/ Leasing Organisation
Town Council
Background

Single Use Organisation

Multi-Use Organisation

A single group could take on the operation of

A partnership of groups, or single group

a facility, on a long lease.

delivering a variety of activities could take on
the operation of the facility, on a long lease.

The Town Council could continue to make
their existing financial contribution.

The Town Council could continue to make
their existing financial contribution.

The club would run the facility keeping any
money made from hires etc to reinvest into the

The group/ partnership would run the facility

building.

keeping any money made from hires etc to
reinvest into the building.

The organisation would be responsible for
management, bookings, bills, with the Town

The organisation would be responsible for

Council

management, bookings, bills, with the Town

responsible

for

buildings

maintenance in the long term.

Council

responsible

for

buildings

maintenance in the long term.
From the initial consultation undertaken this
would most likely be the football clubs at both

This could be an existing organisation, a new

site - although the Town Council may need to

organisation or a group of organisations

offer this opportunity to other groups?

coming together, but the football clubs would
likely be key players.
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Management Options
Managing Body/ Leasing Organisation

Access to Funding

Town Council

Single Use Organisation

Multi-Use Organisation

The Town Council should be able to access

One sole user group may reduce the number

May attract more opportunities for funding as

funding (if available)

of opportunities for funding.

there is a mixed use and more groups
benefitting.Fgg

Although if it is a football club there could be
potential opportunities for funding from The

Any grant funding awarded to a third-party

Football Association if they meet grant

organisation leasing the building will require a

criteria.

lease of the building to secure grants –
probably 25 years

Any grant funding awarded to a third-party
organisation leasing the building will require a
lease of the building to secure grants –
probably 25 years
Running Costs

Income

Town Council would be responsible for bills/

The group leasing/ running the space could

The group leasing/ running the space could

overheads etc

be responsible for bills/ overheads, but

be responsible for bills/ overheads, but

possibly with contribution from Town Council?

possibly with contribution from Town Council?

Group leasing the space would receive the

Organisation leasing the space would receive

income from hires, but this would be re-

the income from hires, but this would be re-

invested in the site and developing activities

invested in the site and developing activities

to widen participation.

to widen participation.

Town Council will receive any income

Renting Out the

The Town Council would rent to any groups

If a single user is responsible, they may be

A mixed-use approach would ensure the

Facility

wishing to use the facility

less likely to want to rent out the space to

space was used by as many groups as

other groups - it will be seen as a space

possible.

primarily for one user group
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Management Options
Managing Body/ Leasing Organisation

Fit with Policy/Strategy

Town Council

Single Use Organisation

Multi-Use Organisation

A mixed-use approach clearly fits with local and

Any leasing arrangements would need to

A mixed-use approach clearly fits with local

national policy.

encourage the group to widen participation,

and national policy.

support other sports and increase activity
levels in the local community.
Additional responsibility for Town Council to
Implications for The

manage

Town Council

Headache of bookings/ opening/ locking up etc
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14.0 Summary and Conclusions
This section summarises the key finding of the report and identifies the key decision that now need to
be made by the Town Council.

14.1 Quick Wins
The three top areas for improvement identified through the public consultation were toilets, café and
outdoor seating. Temporary solutions for how these could be delivered in the short term are suggested
below.
14.1.1 Outdoor Access Toilets
The need for new toilets at the site with outdoor access was clear. One simple solution for consideration
would be to build a simple new public toilet block. It could be designed as a stand-alone facility or to
link into a larger new build facility built at a later date.
14.1.2 Outdoor Seating
Outdoor seating was noted as a key way the parks could be improved. This could be easy achieved
with a small amount of investment.
14.1.3 Café Facilities
Café facilities were highlighted as a key priority for the site, particularly for match days. If the current
facilities become unusable, or the during any rebuild the council could look to work with a local coffee
van to provide facilities at the site.

14.2 Other Suggestions
Other suggestions arising from the report that could be easily addressed included increasing community
involvement. The development of a friends’ group for the sites would help to engage the local
community, increase engagement at the site and raise awareness.

A small grants funder such as Awards for All (grants up to £10,000), or some of the landfill grants
schemes could help to fund these types of investments. More details can be found on their websites
Awards for all support various costs including small capital builds and volunteering costs and Town
Councils are eligible to apply.
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14.3 New Build Facilities
The design of any new buildings will be determined by a range of factors which need to be agreed by
the Town Council. These are shown below.
It is important to highlight the findings from previous sections:

Key Message from Stakeholders and Users Consultation –
The key message coming back from stakeholders and users is the frustration that groups have been
consulted with many times over the years about potential developments at the sites and that nothing
has happened.
The overriding message is that something needs to happen soon.

14.3.1 Funding Approach
The following need to be agreed by the Town Council:
• The level of funding currently available through the Town Council and any other statutory bodies.
• The appetite of the Town Council to apply for external funding, particularly given the potential
timescales and high levels of competition.
A mix of funders would increase the budget, but could add complications to the development –
lengthening timescales and adding additional requirements/ conditions.

14.3.2 Priority of The Parks
The Town Council need to consider their priorities for investment in the parks:
• To Support and Develop Existing Clubs
• To Attract Current Non-Users of the Park
• Both of the Above.
The strongest voices during the consultation came from exiting users who noted that there is a need for
new changing facilities at the site. Do we need to ensure that these groups do not become the only
groups benefitting from the investment?

The Town Council represent all members of the local

community, including those who currently do not use the parks for whatever reason.
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14.3.3 Mix of Facilities
The Town Council need to agree the preferred mix of uses for the space:
• Incorporating Changing Rooms
• Incorporating a Café/ Kitchen Space
• Incorporating a Community Space.
Café and Community Space
For the Edmonds Park site, a café was suggested as a high priority by those who undertook the
consultation. In reality a café can be a very difficult operation to run commercially, particularly if footfall
is low. The demand for a café is likely to be on match days and in peak season – for ice cream sales
etc. An on-site serving kitchen would better meet the needs identified by users during the consultation,
and if only operated on training/match days would also mitigate against the issue of commercial selfsufficiency.
There some appetite for a community space, and this demand is likely to grow as Didcot grows.
However, the review of existing facilities showed that there are already a significant number of
community facilities in Didcot, including the Civic Centre already managed by the Town Council
(although these were not in the Edmonds Park area).
If budgets are tight, a large community facility should not take priority. A potential suggestion would be
to make the current proposed café space a more mixed-use area that can be hired out to local groups,
that can be used by local teams on match days to provide tea and coffee or that could be used as a
meeting place for a new ‘friends of the park’ groups or other similar smaller community groups. There
could still be scope for a local group to run a small café from the site during the day times.
With increasing populations, any new spaces could be designed with the ability to add to the designs
later. Sport England highlight: It is far better to design a smaller building of the right quality, with room
for later extension, than a larger building of poor initial quality”.
Changing Rooms
Both sites were considered as needing new toilets, changing rooms and improved storage. The
consultation showed that there is a need for something to happen, and soon. Better quality facility would
enable Didcot to develop new as well as current audiences and user groups.
With a potential mismatch between the capital costs of a large clubhouse and the funding potential a
more conservative model could be considered.
Changing areas could be provided as individual team changing rooms but can also offer the flexibility
of being large communal areas if required. It is usually considered unnecessary to have a pair of
changing rooms per pitch, and staggered start times and separate bag storage areas would ensure
value for money. The addition of clothes storage lockers in an adjacent space increase the flexibility of
the changing room. If team belongings are stored in lockers, the changing room can be used by another
team if there is a staggered start time. This can potentially reduce the total number of changing rooms
required in the clubhouse.

R1141/Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case

58

October 2018

Didcot Town Council Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case Considerations

14.3.4 Management/ Approach
Loyd - The easiest and quickest way for something to happen at Loyd would be to capitalise on the
appetite from the football club to become involved in the development of the building.

A single

organisation leasing the building may be the most suitable approach, the main positives to this approach
are that (subject to meeting the grant criteria) the Football Club may be able to secure funding from the
Football Association. In addition, with the building only likely to include changing rooms and toilets build
costs will be lower – this may mean some of the Landfill schemes might be accessed.
The negatives for this approach at Loyd are that there is the potential to see the site as purely for
football, this would not meet the wider aims of increasing participation, encouraging a wider
demographic to use the park and increasing activity level of those who are currently inactive.
Edmonds – A mixed committee for the site would be the most suitable option for Edmonds park. This
reflects the fact that more groups would be encouraged to use the facilities and it would widen
participation, ensuring that it offered more than just a football facility.
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Appendix 1
Organised Activities in Didcot
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Organised Activities in Didcot
Activity

Miles

Miles

from

from

Edmonds

Loyd

0.10

1.00

Address

Didcot

Didcot Wave,

Barramundi

Newlands Ave,

Swim Club

Didcot OX11 8NX

Didcot

Didcot Wave,

Swimming

Newlands Ave,

Club

Didcot OX11 8NX

Air Cadets

Trenchard Hall,

Facilities / Services
Competitive swimming club for all abilities who want to participate in

Times
Daily

local, county, regional and national level events.
0.10

1.00

Non-competitive club that offers swimming lessons to children of all

Sunday 6pm-9pm

abilities.
0.26

0.93

Newlands Avenue,

RAF Air Cadets are a UK-wide cadet force with over 40,000
members aged between 12 and 20 years.

Didcot OX11 8PX
Army Cadet

Trenchard Hall,

Force

Newlands Avenue,

0.26

0.93

Oxfordshire Army Cadet Force is a national youth organisation for

Wednesday

boys and girls aged 12-18 years.

7:30pm-9:30pm

Non-auditioning mixed voice choir of around 70 singers drawn from

Tuesdays 7:30pm-

Didcot and the surrounding villages.

9:30pm

Didcot Concert Orchestra is a high-quality amateur concert-giving

Occasional

Didcot OX11 8PX
Didcot Choral

St Peters Church,

Society

Newlands Avenue

Didcot Concert

Didcot Baptist

Orchestra

Church, 43 Wantage

0.26
0.44

0.93
0.47

symphony orchestra based in Didcot.

Rd
1st Didcot

Didcot Baptist

Girls' Brigade

Church, 43 Wantage

Company

Rd

Come Create -

Didcot Baptist

Ladies Craft

Church, 43 Wantage

0.44

0.47

The Company meet each week during term time; it is run by

Weekly

Christian leaders
0.44

0.47

A morning of coffee and cake and learning new crafts.

Occasional

Rd, Didcot
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Organised Activities in Didcot
Activity
Mens Group

Miles

Miles

from

from

Edmonds

Loyd

0.44

0.47

Address
Didcot Baptist

Facilities / Services
Previous events have included: film night, walk and lunch, Thai

Church, 43 Wantage

meal, snooker, curry night, skittles challenge, pie night, BBQ,

Rd, Didcot

badminton event

Re-Hydrate

Ladygrove

(Men's

0.49

Occasional

Meeting twice a month, the group use Tuesday sessions for Bible

1st Tuesday and

Community Centre,

studies while Thursdays tend to be more social and sharing

3rd Thursday

Ministry)

Didcot OX11 7LH

evenings. Venues can vary

Shed Space

The King's Church,

0.49

0.77

Times

0.77

Informal social group for men, based around a series of sociable

Queen St,

and fun activities. These events range in style from watching and

Dorchester, Didcot

taking part in sports to eating together, to practical events and

Monthly

outdoor activities.
Refresh

Refresh

The King's Church,

0.49

0.77

Informal social group for women of the church to come together,

Queen St,

over brunch and tea parties, salsa dancing and countryside walks,

Dorchester, Didcot

craft evenings and game nights.

Ladygrove

0.49

0.77

Community Centre,

Homegroup for women which focused on issues and questions of

Monthly

Thursday Evenings

faith from a woman's perspective.

Didcot OX11 7LH
Messy Church

Ladygrove

0.49

0.77

Community Centre,

Monthly event consisting of craft and other activities (suitable for all,

2nd Saturday, 3pm-

including adults), a short time of worship, and a finger buffet.

5pm

Charter Standard football club committed to providing amateur

Daily

Didcot OX11 7LH
Didcot Casuals

Loyd Recreation

FC

Park, Brasenose

football opportunities for everyone. There are 20 teams across 10

Road, Didcot OX11

age groups, including 4 girls’ teams and a Senior Mens’ Team.

7BW

Typically, teams train and play once a week at Loyd Rec.

R1141/Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case

0.58

0.00

A1/2

October 2018

Didcot Town Council Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case Considerations

Organised Activities in Didcot
Activity

Miles

Miles

from

from

Edmonds

Loyd

0.58

0.11

Address

South

Didcot Girls' School,

Oxfordshire

Manor Cres, Didcot

Facilities / Services

Times

Basketball club hosting over 100 players across a range of age

Saturdays (9am-

groups.

6pm), Thursday

Heat

(6pm-9pm)

Basketball
Didcot Netball

Didcot Girls' School,

Club

Manor Cres, Didcot

Townswomen's

Didcot Civic Hall,

Guild

0.58

0.11

The club has both a senior and junior section. The club has over 30

Tuesdays

women participating in weekly training and competitive matches.
0.60

Townswomen enjoy a range of recreational activities such as talks,

1st Monday, 2pm-

Civic Hall, Britwell

social studies, hobbies, arts & crafts, competitions, socialising and

4pm

Rd, Didcot

organised trips

Didcot &

Didcot Civic Hall,

District U3A

Civic Hall, Britwell

people no longer in full time employment to help each other to

Rd, Didcot

share their knowledge, skills, interests and experiences.

Didcot Bowls

Britwell Rd, Didcot

Club

OX11 7JN

Didcot Squash

Didcot Leisure

Club

Centre, Mereland

0.60

0.62

0.60

0.62

0.62

With in-excess of 280 members, Didcot's U3A aims to encourage

There is friendly, non-competitive bowling, informal club

3rd Tuesday, 2pm

Mondays

competitions and participation in league matches.
0.72

1.34

Didcot Squash Club represent around thirty active players in the

Weekly

Didcot community.

Road, Didcot
Didcot

Didcot Leisure

Volleyball Club

Centre, Mereland

0.72

1.34

Small, friendly club for men and women.

Mondays 8pm10pm

Road
Didcot

Didcot Leisure

Taekwon-Do
Club

0.72

1.34

Taekwon-Do Club offering training, seminar and grading to

Mon 7:20pm-

Centre, Mereland

participants of all abilities. Host demonstrations at various events in

9:20pm, Thurs 7-

Road, Didcot OX11

Didcot. There are a range of classes including those for kids

9pm, Frid 5:40pm-

8AY
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Organised Activities in Didcot
Activity

Miles

Miles

from

from

Edmonds

Loyd

0.77

1.06

Address

Marlborough

The Marlborough

Club TTC

Club, 227 Broadway,

Facilities / Services
The Marlborough Club are based in Didcot and have 5 teams, each

Times
Weekdays

playing weekly.

Didcot
Didcot Chess

The Marlborough

Club

Club, 227 Broadway,

0.77

1.06

Weekly chess club with teams in the Oxfordshire league, playing in

Monday 7:30pm

Divisions 1, 2, 3 and 4.

Didcot
Bell Ringing

Natter Knitters

All Saints' Parish

Band of six ringers. Practice once a week and ring for Sunday

Monday 6pm,

Church, 140 Lydalls

services as well as at weddings, wedding blessings and funerals if

Sunday 9:30am

Rd, Didcot

required.

All Saints' Parish

1.01

1.01

0.48

0.48

Church, 140 Lydalls

Social group welcoming all who would like to make items to sell

Every 4th Monday

later this year, to help with fundraising the church.

Rd, Didcot
Didcot &

Northbourne Centre,

Wallingford

23 High St, Didcot

Orchestra

OX11 8EQ

Didcot Phoenix

Northbourne Centre,

Drama Group

23 High St, Didcot

1.04

1.47

Informal rehearsal orchestra meeting weekly in the Northbourne

Mondays 7:25pm-

Centre.

9:10pm

1.04

1.47

Social amateur drama group.

Wednesday 8pm

1.14

1.12

Live music club organising events on a monthly basis. Music tends

3rd Friday

OX11 8EQ
Didcot Red Hot

Great Western

Blues

Railway Staff Club,

to feature local blues bands and singers, and typically costs £6 for

Station Road,

entry.

Didcot Café

Sainbury's Café,

Held weekly at the café in Sainsbury’s. This is an informal meeting

Wednesdays,

Meeting

Central Drive, Didcot

open to everyone for a chance to meet socially and generally enjoy

10:30am

OX11 7ND

the company.
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Organised Activities in Didcot
Activity

Miles

Miles

from

from

Edmonds

Loyd

1.25

1.84

Address

Didcot Beading

Fleet Meadow

Group

Community Hall,

Facilities / Services

Times

Group of ladies who meet twice a month to make jewellery, learning

1st Saturday,

new skills in a variety of mediums.

9:30am-12:30am.

Locally-based Karate school specialising in the Goju-Ryu style of

Mondays and

Karate.

Thursdays 5pm-

Sandringham Road
Didcot Karate

Fleet Meadow

School

Community Hall,

1.25

1.84

Sandringham Road,
Didcot

Willowbrook Leisure

Dragons

Centre, Bowmont

Korfball

Water

Didcot

The GWR Loop

Runners

Meadow Stadium,

7:30pm
1.51

1.23

Training weekly outside during the summer months at Boundary

Tuesday 8pm

Park and in the winter at Willowbrook Leisure Centre.
1.52

1.69

An AAA affiliated running club. They welcome runners of all levels,

Tuesdays and

standards and abilities.

Thursdays 7pm

Youth branch of the affiliated Didcot Town FC, featuring 18 teams

Daily

Bowmont Water,
Didcot Town

Edmonds Park

1.52

1.69

Youth FC

playing at Edmonds Park. The club were the previous occupants of
the pavilion. Teams typically train and play once a week.

Didcot RUFC

Boundary Park, Sir

1.77

0.77

Frank Williams

Didcot RUFC provides contact and non-contact rugby sections for

Tue, Thurs

adults (Seniors, Touch, Ladies/Mixed) and children (Minis, Juniors).

(Training),

Avenue, Didcot

Saturdays
(Matches)

Girlguiding

Various

N/A

N/A

Guide group for those aged 5 and over.

Tues, Wed, Fri

Didcot H3

Various

N/A

N/A

'Hashing' is a non-competitive, social activities for walkers and

Sun 11am (Winter),

runners. First week is free, before a £1 charge is levied per session.

Tues, 7pm
(Summer)

R1141/Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case

A1/5

October 2018

Didcot Town Council Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case Considerations

Appendix 2
Proposed Plans

Didcot Town Council Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case Considerations

Didcot Town Council Pre-Feasibility, Emerging Options and Initial Business Case Considerations

Agenda item 5
Verges Mowing Contract

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
11th February 2019
Report authors: Tony Rudge and Tom Hudson

Verges Mowing Contract
Introduction
1. The highway grass verges around the town are maintained by a contractor. The
current contract ends on the 31st March 2019.
2. Tender documents were sent out to 9 grounds maintenance companies of which
6 returned quotes. These quotes were opened and witnessed by the Town Clerk,
Christopher Wayman, Cllr Alan Thompson and Outdoor Services Manager Tony
Rudge on 5th February 2019

Recommendation
3. That the committee review the quotes tendered and decide to award the tender,
and if so to which company, or to decide between the two alternative options of
returning the verges mowing contract to the County Council, or bringing
responsibility for cutting the verges mowing in house.

Analysis
4. Company
Per cut
A - £2994.38
B - £3000.00
C - £3042.64
D - £3880.00
E - £4465.00
F - £4629.37
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Per Annum
£23955.00
£24000.00
£24341.13
£31040.00
£35720.00
£37035.00

4 Years
£95820.00
£96000.00
£97364.52
£124160.00
£142880.00
£148140.00
Phone: 01235
ichard812637
Chapman, Town Clerk
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837
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Verges Mowing Contract

Contractor A requires a CPI increase in years 2 & 4.

Financial Implications
5. Verge grass cutting currently costs £21,986.85 per annum
6. Oxfordshire County Council pay £13,424.43 towards this cost.
7. If the Town Council were to take the contract in house it is expected that two staff
would take 10 days each to do the work for 8 months of the year. The indicative
cost of this work is £18, 390. However, if two full-time members of staff were to
be hired to do the work the cost (including salary, pension and NI) would be
approximately £60,000 per annum, not counting the cost of management or other
associated costs. The period where staff would have the greatest spare time
would be during the winter, when the Outdoor Services team has least work to
do. It is possible that the verges cutting could be combined with the grass-cutting
which the Town Council has agreed to take in house already. However, even this
would mean a fairly high fallow period during winter and the staff would not ever
be working at full capacity.

Legal Implications
8. A contract above £25,000 is required to abide by the Public Contract Regulations
2015.

Risk Implications
9. New contractor will need more supervision at the start of the contract to ensure
all grass is cut to an acceptable standard and no areas are missed requiring
significant officer capacity.

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235
ichard812637
Chapman, Town Clerk
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837
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Didcot Town Council

Agenda item 6
Purchase of new mowing machine

Environment Committee
11th February 2019
Report author: Tony Rudge

Purchase of new mowing machine
Introduction
1. This report requests the committee to consider purchasing a new ride on
mower for the grounds team which will be used to carry out the grass cutting in
Ladygrove Park and other areas as required.

Recommendation
2. That the Committee reviews the report and decides if the machine can be
purchased.

Machinery
3. The current Iseki rotary ride on mower is 9 years old and is a grass collect
machine as such it is ideal for small level areas of grass and is used on play
areas and other small areas where the grass needs collecting.
The areas at Ladygrove do not need the grass collecting and many are uneven
which may cause damage to our older machine.

Financial Details
4. The cost of the machine - a Ransomes HR300 - is £22927.00 and can be
purchased at a monthly payment of £425.77 over 5 years.

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837
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Purchase of new mowing machine

5. We have recently finished paying for the Iseki tractor 301/9039 and this has
been added into the 2019/20 accounts and could be used towards buying the
new machine. This would mean that this amount would need to be added to
future budgets until 2024.

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837
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