Didcot Town Council

Notice of a meeting of the
Environment Committee
11th March 2019 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot

Admission of the public and media
The council welcomes members of the public to its meetings in accordance with the
Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960.

Reports and minutes
We add reports and minutes to our website.

Recording, photographs and filming
The press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, or report from
the meeting using social media. As such members of the public may be recorded or
photographed during the meeting.
We ask that anyone wishing to record or photograph the meeting notifies the Deputy
Town Clerk before the start of the meeting.

Public participation
The council welcomes the public’s involvement in meetings, which must be in
accordance with our rules (Standing Orders 18 - 20 on a matter before the
Committee).
The Chairman will invite members of the public to present their questions,
statements or petitions at the start of the meeting.
To find out about participation contact the Deputy Town Clerk.

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235
ichard812637
Chapman, Town Clerk
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

Agenda
1.

To receive apologies.

2.

To receive declarations of interests. Members are reminded to declare any
interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance with Didcot
Town Council’s code of conduct.

3.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 19th November 2018, the
extraordinary meeting of 12th December 2018 and the extraordinary meeting
of 11th February 2019 as a true and correct record (attached)

4.

Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item

5.

To consider and note the Financial Statements and Budgets (attached)

6.

To note the Outdoor Services Manager’s report and consider matters arising
(attached with appendices)

7.

To consider the deferred report concerning the options regarding the verges
contract (attached)

8.

To note the update from the Allotment Liaison Group and to consider issues
referred to the Committee (attached with appendices)

9.

To consider how to take forward ideas for public art (attached)

10.

To consider making a recommendation to Council regarding budgets for
projects that will not be spent within the 2018/19 financial year (attached)

11.

Future projects suggestions

Chris Wayman

Town Clerk

5th March 2019
Voting members:
Mr A Thompson
Ms J Billington
Mr S Connel
Mr A Dearlove
Ms C Augustine
Mrs D Macdonald
Mr S Hewerdine
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Nominated Substitute Members
Mr J Hart
Mr R Milton-Eldridge
Mr T Harbour
Mr B Shaw
Mr B Cooper
Mr D Healy
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Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
Monday 19th November 2018 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall
Minutes
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record
by the next meeting of this committee.
PRESENT
Councillors: Mr A Thompson (Chairman)
Ms C Augustine
Mr S Connel
Mr A Dearlove
Mrs D Macdonald
Officers:

Mr T Hudson (Deputy Town Clerk)
Mr T Rudge (Outdoor Services Manager)

Others:

Three members of the public

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mrs A Paterson addressed the Committee in relation to Station Road bus
shelters, requesting clarification on the process by which the decision was made
to put in the particular make of bus shelter and was directed to the report on the
subject. Mrs Paterson also expressed her opposition to the cost quoted for a
new shelter.

306.

APOLOGIES

Councillor Miss J Billington tendered her apologies.

307.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
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Councillors Mr A Thompson and Mrs D Macdonald declared pecuniary interests in
agenda item 9 – charges for services – on the basis of holding allotment tenancies. 1
Councillor Mrs D Macdonald declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 6 –
RESTORE application for building on Fleet Meadow – on the basis of her allotment
at New Road.2
308.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

It was proposed by Councillor Mr S Connel, seconded by Councillor Mrs D
Macdonald and RESOLVED to agree the minutes of the 17th September 2018 as a
true and correct record and that the Chairman sign them as such.

309.

QUESTIONS REGARDING PROGRESS OF ITEMS IN PREVIOUS
MINUTES

Councillors requested an update on whether progress had been made on the
‘spares shed’ agreed at New Road. They were informed that work had not yet
started on it.

310.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND BUDGETS

The Committee considered a report on the financial statements and budgets to 31st
October 2018. The report was NOTED.

311. DEFERRED CONSIDERATION OF RESTORE APPLICATION TO BUILD
ON FLEET MEADOW
Councillors considered the previously deferred report informing them of the decision
of the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government’s refusal to give
permission for a lease to be granted to RESTORE on allotment land and inviting the
Committee to consider next steps, with a recommendation that the Committee
recommend to Council a specific site within Fleet Meadow, rather than a number of
possibles.
In discussing the report Councillors fed back the information and issues identified at
the site visit and discussed the preferences of the different stakeholders. Councillors
also discussed the heads of terms to be offered to RESTORE.
It was proposed by Councillor Mr A Dearlove, seconded by Councillor Mr S Connel
and RESOLVED to recommend to Council:
1
2

Minute 314 refers
Minute 311 refers
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i)

That the Town Council give permission to RESTORE to develop the site of
their garden (highlighted in yellow below) subject to a positive response to
a new application being submitted to the Ministry of Housing, Communities
and Local Government for permission to develop it

ii)

That the offer to develop the Fleet Meadow site be made with the following
heads of terms:

Legal fees associated with
drawing up the lease
Term of lease
Purpose

Rent

Deposit
Payment for utilities, servicing
& maintenance
Subletting
Alterations/improvements
Insurance
Use

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

RESTORE to cover the costs
To cover a period of 21 years
RESTORE to carry out functions and provide
activities in relation to the objectives of the
Charity
Peppercorn – in providing the facility at
peppercorn rent grant applications from
RESTORE during the lease period would not
be supported in all but exceptional
circumstances
None
RESTORE have to pay the cost of all utilities
and maintenance
Not permitted
To be authorised in advance by the Town
Council (but not unreasonably withheld)
The responsibility of RESTORE to include £10
million public liability cover
To be agreed with the Town Council on an
ongoing basis
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Safety and security

Inspection
NNDR costs
Consideration

Security of tenure

Building safety and security to be the
responsibility of RESTORE and maintained at
all times
By the Proper Officer of the Council (or their
representative) by arrangement at any time
To be the responsibility of RESTORE
In all use of the facility RESTORE are not to
impact negativity on surrounding properties or
the allotments
Lease to be contracted out of the Landlord and
Tenant Act 1954 (no right of renewal at the end
of the lease period)

312. DEFERRED CONSIDERATION OF POTENTIAL TOWN COUNCIL BUS
SHELTER SITES AND THE ADDITION OF PANELLING TO THE BUS
SHELTER ON STATION ROAD
Councillors considered the deferred report inviting them to nominate sites for further
consideration for future Town Council bus shelters, and new information regarding
the possibility of adding side panels to the Station Road bus shelter.
Councillor Mr A Thompson informed the Committee that he had been unable despite
multiple efforts to go round on the bus to identify suitable potential sites for Town
Council bus shelters. It was proposed by Councillor Mr A Thompson, seconded by
Councillor Ms C Augustine and RESOLVED for the decision to be delegated to
officers but for the new sites to be situated in Old Didcot.
Councillors were given a verbal update further to the report to feed back a meeting
held between Town Council and County Council officers. It was suggested that it
may be possible for the County Council to erect free-standing street furniture as a
significantly cheaper alternative to accepting the quote for a new bus shelter from the
provider. This, however, was not certain and was subject to a number of legal issues
around land ownership, disability access and contractual issues being clarified.
It was proposed by Councillor Mr A Thompson, seconded by Councillor Ms C
Augustine and RESOLVED that officers should be tasked to clarify these legal
issues and investigate the possibility, and also to look into whether s. 106 funding for
public art could be used as a source of funding for the street furniture.
313.

OUTDOOR SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT

The Committee considered the Outdoor Services Manager’s report.
In considering the report, Councillors sought an update on when the pedal
roundabout in Ladygrove would be fixed, and were informed that work was due to be
done in January 2019.
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The Outdoor Services Manager provided an additional update report on the progress
of the Edmonds Park depot. Work had needed to stop due to the discovery of a
power cable below an area due to be built on. The Town Council had ensured
surveys and CAT scans were undertaken, but in neither did the cable appear. Work
would need to stop on the depot pending determination of whether the cable was live
or not.
Councillors also discussed the cost of bedding plants, and whether it might be
possible to replace some flowers with grasses and perennials, and also the potential
for Didcot Town Council to run a fireworks show from Ladygrove given the decision
of Didcot Town FC to cease holding its event. It was requested that officers prepare
reports on both issues for the next meeting.
The report was NOTED
314.

REVIEW OF SERVICES CHARGES WITHIN THE BUDGET FOR 2019/20

The Committee considered a report identifying existing charges for Council services,
and seeking a decision on fee schedules for those services for 2019/20. Due to the
need to give one year’s notice of changes in fees for allotments, the Committee were
invited to recommend allotment charges for the financial year 2020/21.
Due to their disclosable pecuniary interests owing to the allotment tenancies,
Councillors Mr A Thompson and Mrs D Macdonald were unable to participate in
discussion and voting on the allotments charges. Without the votes of those two
members the Committee was inquorate, so no decision was taken in regards to
allotment rents and the decision was deferred to the next meeting.
In discussing the charges Councillors considered the previous charges, the rate of
inflation, comparative charges elsewhere and specific issues impacting on the users
– particularly the issues with Ladygrove Lakes.
The Committee RESOLVED (proposed: Councillor Mr A Thompson, seconded
Councillor Ms C Augustine) to recommend to the Finance and General Purposes
Committee that the following fees be levied for 2019/20:

Cemetery
Note: for all non-Didcot residents there is a 200%
additional payment on all fees
Exclusive Right of Burial
Person whose age at time of death exceeded 16
years
Person whose age at time of death did not
exceed 16 years
Cremated remains plot

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
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2019/20

£290
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Interments
In a grave (in respect of which an exclusive right
of burial has been granted)
Cremated remains (in respect of which an
exclusive right of burial has been granted)
Person whose age at time of death did not
exceed 16 years
Late afternoon burial fee (applies for bookings
14:45 or later Mon - Thurs and 14:15 on Fri)
Private burial fee (for burials and cremations
without a funeral director)
Headstones and memorials
Headstones and memorials including first
inscription
Additional inscriptions
Memorial bench fee
(not including bench costs)
Kerbing fee (in addition to headstone fee)
Other
Late/incomplete paperwork fee
Cancellation/amendment/administration fee for
reserved plot
Pitches
Adults
Juniors
Fishing Permits
Adults
Adult Concessions
Juniors
Juniors Concession
Park Events
Commercial Hire Per Day – to include sporting
events with expected incomes of over £5000

315.

£415
£215
Free
£40
£100

£115
£50
£100
£400
£60
£70

£58
£18
£21
£10.50
£10
£5
£240

PROJECT OPTIONS FOR 2019/20

The Committee considered a report which detailed potential capital project options
for inclusion within the draft 2019/20 budget and invited members to decide on which
to include.
It was proposed by Councillor Mr A Thompson, seconded Councillor D Macdonald
and RESOLVED to recommend to the Finance and General Purposes Committee
that the following projects be included within the draft budget for 2019/20:
Project
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Smallbones Rec – complete refurbishment3
Ladygrove Park – Set out a casual football pitch
Noticeboards – one lockable noticeboard to replace one
existing non-lockable noticeboard
New Road Allotment Green Waste disposal
Kynaston Road Cemetery – levelling of sunken areas
John Deere XUV 855D truck – hire purchase
Ladygrove Lakes – aeration methods including creation of
secure cabinet with electricity supply and aerator fitted to
big lake
Total

316.

£27,500
£5000
£900
£2500
£1500
£4000
£17,600

£59,000

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE DRAFT BUDGET 2019/20

The Committee considered a report which provided the information on which to
recommend its 2019/20 budget to the Finance and General Purposes Committee,
and invited it to do so.
The Committee RESOLVED to recommend to the Finance and General Purposes
Committee the draft budget and project costs for 2019/20 as contained within the
report and appendices, subject to the following amendments:
i)
ii)
iii)
iv)
v)

Create a budget line of £8000 for football pitch maintenance
Increase line 3101 – Salaries Basic – by £10,000 rather than the
suggested £6,100
Remove lines 3305 – Pegging and Measuring Allotments, and 3386 –
Allotment Noticeboards
Reinstate line 3153 – Play Equipment Maintenance - to 2018/19 figure
rather than make the suggested £3000 cut
Reduce 3168 – Street Furniture Maintenance – to £250 rather than to the
suggested reduction to £0

and for the projects identified in minute 315 be included with the 325 budget code,
giving the following figures:
Environment Committee budget
325 budget code, for project options identified in minute
number 315
Total

£347,326
£84,0004
£431,326

The meeting ended at 9:35 pm
3
4

To be carried over from existing 2018/19 budget
Including £25,000 for the building fees for the new depot
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Signed ______________________Chairman
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Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee (Extraordinary)
Wednesday 12th December 2018 at 7.45pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall
Minutes
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record
by the next meeting of this committee.
PRESENT
Councillors: Mr A Thompson (Chairman)
Miss J Billington
Mr S Connel
Mr A Dearlove
Mrs D Macdonald
Officers:

Mr T Hudson (Deputy Town Clerk)
Mr T Rudge (Outdoor Services Manager)

Others:

Two members of the public

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mrs A Paterson addressed the Committee in relation to Tyne Avenue. Mrs
Paterson shared information she had learnt regarding the view of Didcot Town
FC’s towards the ownership of the land along Tyne Avenue, as well as boundary
information from the Land Registry. Mrs Paterson also provided advice on the
quality of Oxfordshire County Council’s maps in light of the potential need to
draw up a tender document for the verges contract in Ladygrove.

350.

APOLOGIES

Councillor Ms C Augustine tendered her apologies.
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351.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Councillors Mr A Thompson and Mrs D Macdonald declared pecuniary interests in
agenda item 3 – charges for services – on the basis of holding allotment tenancies. 1

352.

ALLOTMENT CHARGES FOR BUDGET 2020/21

Due to the disclosable pecuniary interests of Councillors Mr A Thompson and
Mrs D Macdonald the committee was inquorate and therefore unable to consider
making a recommendation to the Finance and General Purposes Committee
regarding allotment charges for inclusion within the budget for financial year
2020/21.

353.

NOMINATIONS FOR AIR QUALITY MONITORING SITES

The Committee considered a recommendation from Council that it respond to South
Oxfordshire District Council’s response to the Council’s air quality motion with
suggestions for potential air quality monitoring sites. In considering its response the
Committee commented on the actions taken to date in relation to the most pressing
area, Marsh Recreation Ground. However, a number of alternatives were identified
and discussed. It was proposed by Councillor Mr A Thompson, seconded by
Councillor Mr S Connel and RESOLVED to respond to South Oxfordshire District
Council’s request with the suggestion that the following be considered as air quality
monitoring sites:
a) Outside the Northern Community Centre on Great Western Park
b) The junction of Station Road and Cronshaw Close
c) The junction of Mereland Road and Kynaston Road

354.

UPDATES FROM THE ALLOTMENT LIAISON GROUP

Councillors considered a report detailing updates from the allotment liaison group
meeting held on 6th November. The report was NOTED.

355.

FLOWER BEDS

Councillors considered a report inviting them to consider the Town Council’s public
flowers in response to the increasingly hot summers experienced recently.
In discussing the matter Councillors reflected on the cost issues and staff
implications, the visual impact and the robustness against hot weather of various
options.
1

Minute 353 refers
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It was proposed by Councillor Mr A Thompson, seconded by Councillor Mrs D
Macdonald and RESOLVED that for the Town Council’s hanging basket contract not
to be renewed, and for the savings to be spent on covering the cost of initial planting
of perennials and permanent ornamental shrubs in the Town Council’s flower beds.
356.

TYNE AVENUE GRASS CUTTING

The Committee considered a report providing further information regarding the prima
facie ownership of land in Tyne Avenue, and to make a decision on whether and how
to address the overgrowth in the area. The Committee was informed by the Outdoor
Services Manager that it would be possible to cut the grass as part of the Town
Council’s in-housing of the grass cutting in Ladygrove from April. It was proposed by
Councillor Mr S Connel, seconded by Councillor Mrs D Macdonald and RESOLVED
to write to Didcot Town Football Club for confirmation that they do not lay claim to
the land and for the matter to be brought back to the committee for consideration of
whether to adopt the land when further information has been ascertained.
357.

VERGES MOWING CONTRACT

The Committee considered a report asking it to decide its preferred course of action
in light of the approaching end of the Town Council’s current mowing contract.
In discussing the options councillors considered the positive and negative
implications of the options of going out to tender, taking the contract in-house and
returning the contract to Oxfordshire County Council. It was noted that in the
absence of figures on which to make comparisons between the options it was not
possible to make an informed decision. Consequently, it was proposed by Councillor
Mr A Thompson, seconded by Councillor Mrs D Macdonald and RESOLVED to put
the contract out to tender for responses by the end of January 2019, and for the
Committee to reconsider the issue as soon as practicable afterwards.
358.

TOWN COUNCIL LITTER PICK 2019

The Committee considered a report which invited it to decide whether to organise a
Town Council litter-pick for 2019, and if so, where and when to hold it. In considering
its response, Councillors discussed specific problem areas for litter, previous places
chosen and staffing capacity.
Proposed by Councillor Mr S Connel, seconded by Councillor Miss J Billington and
RESOLVED to organise a Town Council litter-pick in late March or early April 2019,
and to arrange pick-sites around Mendip Heights, Smallbone Rec and Ladygrove.

359.

CEMETERY WORKING GROUP RECOMMENDATIONS
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Councillors considered a report providing a number of amendments to its draft
documentation arising from the Cemetery Working Group following consultation
meetings with stone masons and funeral directors, and asking them to decide
whether to continue or disband the Cemetery Working Group.
Councillors noted the small changes suggested and the positive feedback from stone
masons and funeral directors overall. It was proposed by Councillor Mr A Thompson,
seconded by Councillor Mr S Connel and RESOLVED to incorporate the
recommendations as written into existing documentation, to adopt the agreed
documentation as policies and procedures for the administration of the cemetery
from April 2019, and to disband the Cemetery Working Group with immediate effect.
360.

WORLD WAR 1 WORKING GROUP AND COMMEMORATIVE BENCH

The Committee considered a report asking it to consider whether, in light of the
completion of its original purpose, to make a recommendation to Council that the
World War 1 Working Group be disbanded or to refresh its terms of reference.
Councillors discussed whether the ongoing organisation of the Remembrance
parade required the resources of a working group. It was proposed by Councillor Mr
A Thompson, seconded by Councillor Mr S Connel and RESOLVED to recommend
to Council that the World War 1 Working Group be disbanded.
Councillors also discussed whether to continue the commemorative tradition of
putting World War 1 bench into Smallbone Rec. It was proposed by Councillor Mr A
Thompson, seconded by Councillor Mr S Connel and RESOLVED to purchase a
new commemorative bench to be situated in Smallbone Rec.
361.

DIDCOT FIREWORKS DISPLAY

Councillors considered a report which detailed the decision of Didcot Town FC no
longer to host a fireworks display in Didcot and to consider whether the Town
Council could be in a position to offer an alternative display.
In discussing the matter Councillors addressed issues relating to cost, suitable sites
and issues around car parking, means of subsidy, the damage caused to football
pitches of using Loyd Rec or Edmonds Park and the impact on animals and some
residents of big firework displays.
It was proposed by Councillor Mr A Thompson, seconded by Councillor Mr A
Dearlove and RESOLVED that an indicative quote be sought from Illumination
Fireworks for running a fireworks display at Loyd Rec, with the proviso that fewer
extremely loud fireworks be used and no bonfire be permitted and for the issue to
come back to the Committee.

362.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
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The Committee considered a report asking it to consider its response to the
upcoming end of the Town Council’s existing contract for Christmas lights. In
discussing the matter Councillors spoke about public feedback which indicated an
insufficient number of lights, and in particular how to ensure that the removal of plugs
by County Council street lighting contractors was not repeated. The options of
buying the existing, going out for a new tender at the same and higher budgets were
all considered, alongside means of bringing in external funding.
Again, Councillors spoke of the difficulty in making a decision without financial
figures in front of them. It was proposed by Councillor Miss J Billington, seconded by
Councillor Mr A Dearlove and RESOLVED to request to see what could be provided
for £25 - £30k, for the Town Council to contact Abingdon to find out their providers,
and to investigate the possibility of securing s. 106 public art funding to help pay
some of the costs.
The meeting ended at 8:50 pm

Signed ______________________Chairman
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Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee (Extraordinary)
Monday 11th February 2019 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall
Minutes
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record
by the next meeting of this committee.
PRESENT
Councillors: Mr A Thompson (Chairman)
Ms C Augustine
Miss J Billington
Mr S Connel
Mr A Dearlove
Mrs D Macdonald
Officers:

Mr T Hudson (Deputy Town Clerk)
Mr T Rudge (Outdoor Services Manager)

Others:

Three members of the public

Prior to the commencement of the meeting Councillors attended a briefing by
Abbie Brown, arts officer of South Oxfordshire District Council, on the
possibilities for accessing funding for accessing s. 106 public art money.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mrs A Paterson addressed the Committee. Clarification was sought on the
reason behind the specifications put forward for the bus shelters, which was
provided. Likewise, Mrs Paterson sought information regarding aspects of which
contracts grass cutting of Tyne Avenue and Ladygrove mound’s pathways might
fall under.
420.

APOLOGIES

None
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421.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

None

422. OFFER OF LAND FROM EAST HAGBOURNE PARISH COUNCIL
REGARDING OWNERSHIP OF ST ANNE’S COURT
The Committee considered a report detailing the offer of land by East
Hagbourne Parish Council around St Anne’s Court. The Committee discussed
the financial aspects relating to the liability arising from replacing the play area,
the offer of financial support from the County Councillor’s allowance and the fact
that the boundary had been moved by South Oxfordshire District Council so the
land in question now lay within Didcot’s boundaries.
It was proposed by Councillor Mr Steve Connel, seconded by Councillor Mrs D
Macdonald and RESOLVED to recommend to Council that the Town Council
accept the offer subject to East Hagbourne Parish Council paying half the legal
fees arising, and for Didcot Town Council to write to Mark Stone at South
Oxfordshire District Council to request a contribution towards the liability arising
from taking on ownership.

423. PROJECT PLAN FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF EDMONDS PARK
PAVILLION AND 3G PITCH
The Committee considered a report informing it of the proposed project plan for the
development of Edmonds Park Pavillion and 3G pitch. In discussion Councillors
noted the addition of the 3G pitch and the broadening of potential funding sources it
would attract. Councillors also sought clarification on the proposed logistics and
maintenance of a 3G pitch.
It was proposed by Councillor Mr S Connel, seconded by Councillor Mrs D
Macdonald and RESOLVED to agree the project plan as written.

424.

VERGE MOWING CONTRACT TENDER

Councillors considered a report inviting them to consider whether to award the verge
mowing contract to one of the tendering companies, or to decide between the
alternatives of returning the contract to Oxfordshire County Council or taking it in
house.
In discussing the matter Councillors reflected on the cost issues, staff implications,
the impact on residents of various options. It was proposed by Councillor Mr A
Dearlove, seconded by Councillor Ms C Augustine and RESOLVED to defer
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consideration of the matter pending references from the companies and investigation
into whether a break clause could be inserted into the contract.

425.

VERGES MOWING CONTRACT

The Committee considered a report asking it to decide its preferred course of action
in light of the approaching end of the Town Council’s current mowing contract.
In discussing the options councillors considered the positive and negative
implications of the options of going out to tender, taking the contract in-house and
returning the contract to Oxfordshire County Council. It was noted that in the
absence of figures on which to make comparisons between the options it was not
possible to make an informed decision. Consequently, it was proposed by Councillor
Mr A Thompson, seconded by Councillor Mrs D Macdonald and RESOLVED to put
the contract out to tender for responses by the end of January 2019, and for the
Committee to reconsider the issue as soon as practicable afterwards.
426.

NEW MOWING MACHINE

The Committee considered a report inviting it to approve the purchase of a new
Ransomes HR300 mower. Councillors noted the deficiencies in the existing mower
for the new work that would be undertaken and recognised the budgetary
implications for future years. It was proposed by Councillor Mr S Connel, seconded
by Councillor Mrs D Macdonald and RESOLVED to authorise the purchase of a
Ransomes HR300 mower for £425.77 a month over 5 years.1
427.

TOWN COUNCIL BUS SHELTER

The Committee considered a report which invited it to decide whether to erect a
Town Council funded bus shelter, and if so, at what site. Of the options presented
Councillors discussed those with the heavies use, best access and cost. It was
proposed by Councillor Mr A Thompson, seconded by Councillor Ms C Augustine
and RESOLVED to:
a) Select Broadway as first choice, and if any problems arose to select outside
Didcot Community Church as second choice
b) Investigate whether a bigger stop could be put in on Broadway within budget
and to request it if so
c) To request that the colour be dark green to match the existing Town Council
bus stop
d) To request that the Finance and General Purposes Committee create a ring
fenced budget of £185 per year as a sinking fund for repairs and a £280
budget for cleaning and maintenance.

1

Ransomes have a policy that their machines must be sold at the same price, so the three quotes
were not presented to the Committee.
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428.

LAND ON TYNE AVENUE UPDATE

Councillors were provided with a verbal update relating to the land ownership on
Tyne Avenue by the Deputy Town Clerk to the effect that Didcot Town FC had been
contacted for clarification, and they had referred the matter to their land agent. The
update was NOTED.
429.

STATION ROAD BUS SHELTER

The Committee was provided with a verbal report from the Deputy Town Clerk
regarding Station Road bus shelter. Due to a requirement within the bus shelter
contract Didcot Town Council would have to seek written permission from the bus
stop provider to erect a free standing bit of street furniture near to the end of the bus
stop. The Deputy Town Clerk had requested such permission and it was currently
with the shelter provider’s legal team. The update was NOTED.
430.

OFFICER USE OF DELEGATION OF URGENT MATTERS

Councillors were updated on an instance of officer use of the powers of delegation
for urgent matters. Due to a misunderstanding with a new funeral director over
responsibilities for booking a grave digger Didcot Town Council agreed to pay the
cost of a grave digger rather than subject a grieving family to extra stress at a
particularly emotional time.

The meeting ended at 8:35 pm

Signed ______________________Chairman
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Agenda item 5
Financial statements and budgets

Environment Committee
11th March 2019
Report author: Tom Hudson

Financial Statement and Budgets
Introduction
1. Attached are the “Detailed Income and Expenditure by Budget Heading” reports
to 28th February 2019.

Recommendation
2. That the committee notes the financial statements and budgets having raised
questions on the content.

Background
3. Standing Order 98 a) delegates the administration of the Environment budget to
the Environment Committee.

Legal Implications
4. The council is required to arrange for the proper administration of its financial
affairs; this includes regular reporting.

Financial Implications
5. As set out in the attached financial statements.

Risk Implications
6. None
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Agenda item 6
Outdoor Services Manager’s Report

Environment Committee
11th March 2019
Report author: Tony Rudge

Outdoor Services Manager Report
Introduction
1. The report lists all the grounds works completed along with updates on allotment
availability. Also includes contract work.
2. Feedback on recent events within the report period and vandalism.
3. Staff updates on training.

Recommendation
4. That the Committee reviews the report and notes works completed.

Allotments
5. Allotment works are ongoing, at New Road & Broadway some plots are being
split to make half plots because we have received requests for smaller
allotments.
6. Grass cutting on allotments will begin in early March weather permitting; this will
include cutting pathways around allotments as required.
7. A request has been made for an allotment by the Didcot Good Neighbour
Scheme by one of its volunteer Gardeners. The idea is to help volunteers
improve their skills in gardening and to help train non gardeners. They do not
mind which site and will nominate a responsible person to oversee the scheme.
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Play Equipment
8. Formal weekly recorded inspections are being carried out by ROSPA trained
staff.
9. The Zip wire at Ladygrove requires major repair, quotes are being sought and the
equipment has been disabled to prevent use.
10. New edging boards are being fitted around the zip wire safety surfacing. The old
ones are rotten and need replacing.
11. The pedal roundabout at Ladygrove Park is awaiting replacement. This should be
carried out within the current financial year.
12. The roundabout at Edmonds Park is waiting for repair. The supplier Park Leisure
has gone out of business but another supplier is able to carry out the repair.

Trees
13. A Willow tree at Ladygrove Park has been pollarded due to complaints from
neighbouring properties in Venners Water.
14. There are 3 trees waiting to be removed from Edmonds Park, this work has been
held up due to ground conditions being too wet for the heavy equipment to be
transported across the football pitches.

Cemetery
15. In 2018 there were a total of 28 full burials & 14 cremated remains burials.
16. To date in 2019 there have been 6 full burials & 2 cremated remains burial.
17. Grass cutting will begin in mid March weather permitting

Edmonds Park Depot
18. Work re started on the depot project on Monday 7th January. The contractor is
hoping to pull back some of the lost time.
19. The metal framework and roof have been completed.
20. Outdoor Services staff are now based in temporary accommodation located on
the car park.

General Maintenance
18. Litter collection is ongoing at all sites and waste is disposed of into a skip.
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN
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19. Grass cutting will hopefully start in mid March weather and ground conditions
permitting.
20. Flower and shrub bed maintenance is ongoing.

Machinery
21. All grounds equipment has been serviced during the winter period and is ready
for use.

Staff
22. There have not been any staff changes since last meeting
23. An advert has been placed for a gardener as agreed previously to help maintain
Ladygrove Park. It is hoped to fill this position quickly to give the new member of
staff time to settle in before the outdoor services staff take over the park in April.

Events
24. No events have taken place since last report.

25. Sutton Courtney Fishing club cancelled 2 fishing competitions due to the state of
the lakes. (2nd December & 20th January)

Future Events Booked
26. Didcot Town Youth F C annual tournament 7th - 9th June. (Edmonds Park).
27. Colour Run – Style Acre 15th June (Edmonds Park).
28. Armed Forces Day – 11EOD & Oxford Play Association. (Edmonds Park)
29. Perry Hatwell funfair at Ladygrove Park 28th March – 31st March.
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Event Requests
30. Request to plant a memorial tree at Ladygrove Park for a youth who was hit by a
train on 23 December 2018.
The incident happened at Preston Park railway station near Brighton.
The youth lived at Didcot Barracks between 2012 & 2015 and has kept in touch with
friends from St Birinus School since then.They have requested that an Ash tree is
planted with a small plaque. The cost will be covered by the friends.

TRIBUTES have been paid to a tragic teenager who died at a railway station
before Christmas. The 18-year-old boy was struck by a train at Preston Park station
shortly after 6am on December 23. Paramedics and British Transport Police officers
were called, but the teenager was sadly pronounced dead at the scene. He has been
named locally as Carl Klimaytys from Crawley.
31. Sobell Hospice would like to hold a Light the Night event at Ladygrove Park on
Saturday 18th May. This would include a 5K torch lit fun run & various stalls and
would start at 19.00 hrs and site would be cleared by midnight. Set up for the event
would begin at 13.00hrs. Approximately 400 people will attend. The race will follow
the route used by Didcot runners and will not require any road closures.
32. Didcot runners have requested to have their annual 5mile race & 2mile fun run at
Ladygrove Park on Sunday 7th July. This is an annual event and does require a road
closure which is manned by Town Council staff. Marshalls are supplied by the
running club. Event runs from 08.00 for set up and is finished by 13.00 hours.

Stubbings Land
33. A request has been received from the Didcot Access Group for the Council to

supply and install two benches at Stubbings Land. This has previously been refused
due to objections from local residents however a letter from Didcot Good Neighbour
Scheme suggests that residents may have changed their minds. The cost for a
backless bench with cast iron frame would be £456.00p or for a bench with backrest
would be £586.00p. This could be funded from acc. 310/3156.
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Ladygrove Lakes
34.Works are ongoing on the lakes which are still very low on water. Options are
being investigated to see if there are any water sources that can be drawn off to
increase the amount of water in the lakes. Another suggestion is that the small lake
is emptied and the water pumped into the large lake after the fish have been netted
and transferred into the large lake. Before this is carried out we need to net the large
lake to find out exactly how many fish are still in it. Once the fish survey has been
carried out the fishing club will supply new stock. Due to the lack of fishing this
season it has been requested to reduce the cost of fishing permits to 50% of
advertised rates for current permit holders. This will mean Adult permits would be
£12.60p and a Childs would be £6.00p. This would only apply to anglers who
produce their current permit.
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Tom Rudge
Outdoor Services Manager
Didcot Town Council
6 February 2019

Dear Tom,
Further to the email sent to Cheryl Reeves dated 19 December 2018. I am a
resident that owns property that backs onto the field known as Stubbing’s land. In my
capacity as the coordinator for the Didcot Good Neighbour Scheme, I have
approached several people who took part in the previous survey. Most have now
decided that although the threat of antisocial behaviour will always be there, it would
be an advantage to have maybe two benches for the elderly to rest on.
We discussed this at the Didcot Access Group meeting on the 30 January, who
support this suggestion.
Sandy Sparrowhawk
Coordinator
Didcot Good Neighbour Scheme
For and on behalf of Didcot Access Group

Agenda item 7
Verges Mowing Contract

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
11th March 2019
Report authors: Tony Rudge and Tom Hudson

Verges Mowing Contract
Introduction
1. The highway grass verges around the town are maintained by a contractor. The
current contract ends on the 31st March 2019.
2. Tender documents were sent out to 9 grounds maintenance companies of which
6 returned quotes. These quotes were opened and witnessed by the Town Clerk,
Christopher Wayman, Cllr Alan Thompson and Outdoor Services Manager Tony
Rudge on 5th February 2019

Recommendation
3. That the committee review the quotes tendered and decide to award the tender,
and if so to which company, or to decide between the two alternative options of
returning the verges mowing contract to the County Council, or bringing
responsibility for cutting the verges mowing in house.

Analysis
4. Company
Per cut
A - £2994.38
B - £3000.00
C - £3042.64
D - £3880.00
E - £4465.00
F - £4629.37
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Per Annum
£23955.00
£24000.00
£24341.13
£31040.00
£35720.00
£37035.00

4 Years
£96787.78
£96000.00
£97364.52
£124160.00
£142880.00
£148140.00
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Company A
Have experience in similar contracts and are based 22 miles from Didcot.
They require a CPI increase in years 2 & 4 (currently 2%) which would raise their
cost to £96787.78 for the four year contract. Affinity Housing have supplied a
reference.
Company B
A small Didcot based company working from an address on the Ladygrove
Estate. They have carried out works for Kidlington Parish Council and for
Dorchester Football club although most of their work appears to be domestic
houses. Reference has been received. Insurance will need to be raised to £10
million for public liability.
Company C
A medium sized grounds maintenance contractor with Headquarters in Surrey
and a small satellite depot in Hadden Hill.
They carry out a similar verge contract in Basingstoke on a new housing
development. Reference received from Persimmons Homes.
Company D
Part of a large nationwide grounds maintenance company currently with a depot
in Milton. They currently maintain estates around Didcot for SOHA and other
housing associations. Reference from SOHA. Their current manager used to
manage the verges contract for the current provider and knows the Town well.
Company E
A small to medium sized company operating from a base in Thame. They
currently carry out rural verge cutting in Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire. They
have stated that they can cut all Didcot’s verges in 4 days and would either be
onsite for one day a week or would complete all the works in the first week of
each month. They would need to update their Public Liability cover to £10million
but have verbally agreed to this if they win the contract. Reference supplied for
rural verge cutting ie tractor flail mowing.
Company F
A medium sized grounds maintenance company primarily carrying out works for
London Borough of Hounslow and Transport for London. They have recently won
a contract for Yateley Town Council which begins in April 2019. Initially a team
would travel from their Hounslow depot to carry out Didcot’s works.
Reference received from LB of Hounslow.

Financial Implications
5. Verge grass cutting currently costs £21,986.85 per annum
6. Oxfordshire County Council pay £13,424.43 towards this cost.
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7. If the Town Council were to take the contract in house it is expected that two staff
would take 10 days each to do the work for 8 months of the year. The indicative
cost of this work is £18, 390. However, an additional member of staff would be
required and the cost of this would be approximately £ 30,000 (including salary,
pension and NI), not counting the cost of management or other associated costs.
The period where staff would have the greatest spare time would be during the
winter, when the Outdoor Services team has least work to do. It is possible that
the verges cutting could be combined with the grass-cutting which the Town
Council has agreed to take in house already. However, even this would mean a
fairly high fallow period during winter and the staff would not ever be working at
full capacity.

Legal Implications
8. A contract above £25,000 is required to abide by the Public Contract Regulations
2015.

Risk Implications
9. New contractor will need more supervision at the start of the contract to ensure
all grass is cut to an acceptable standard and no areas are missed requiring
significant officer capacity.
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Agenda item 8
Allotment issues

Environment Committee
11th March 2019
Report author: Tom Hudson

Allotment Issues
Introduction
1. This report asks the committee to note the feedback from the Allotment Liaison
Group, to consider the issues referred to the Committee by the Allotment Liaison
Group, and to consider the suggestions for rule changes from the Allotment
Review Working Group.

Recommendation
2. That the Committee
a. Notes the update from the Allotment Liaison Group and raises any
questions on the contents
b. Considers the issues referred by the Allotment Liaison Group regarding
c. Considers the suggestions for rule changes from the Allotment Review
Working Group.

Background
3. The Allotment Liaison Group met on 12th February 2019. A copy of the minutes
are available as Appendix 1.
Allotment Burn Dates for 2019
4. The suggested dates for allotment burn periods are:
Spring: 6th April – 22nd April 2019 (inclusive)
Autumn: 19th October – 2nd November 2019 (inclusive)
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Third Party Insurance
5. Councillors have been asked by the Allotment Liaison Group to make a final
decision on whether allotment plot holders should be required to have third party
insurance. Overall, the recommendation was that they should as it can be had for
£5 as part of the Didcot Allotment Society, but it was one made fairly cautiously.
Rule Amendments
6. The Allotment Review Group has recommended and the Allotment Liaison Group
has endorsed changing the allotment tenancy agreement and allotment rules. A
verbal introduction to the changes will be provided at the meeting, but primarily
they are changes to make the rules reflect existing decisions, and clarifications
over current policy. The draft documents are available as Appendix 2.
Letter to Plot Holders
7. Subject to the decisions above, Councillors are asked to sign off the letter to be
sent to plot holders with demand for payment, or to make any additional
suggestions. The draft letter is available as Appendix 3.

Legal Implications
8. Councillors are advised to ask for legal implications when considering their
response to this report.

Financial Implications
9. Due to the number of possible outcomes, Councillors are advised to ask for
financial implications whilst considering their response to this report.

Risk Implications
10. As with financial implications above, Councillors are advised to ask for risk
implications whilst considering their response to this report.
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Appendix 1
Best Town Council
Didcot

Allotment Liaison Group
Tuesday 12th February 2019 at 7:00pm
Ladygrove Room, Civic Hall, Didcot
Minutes
PRESENT
Allotment Holders:
Mr L Anderson
Ms E Bracken
Mr B Phillips
Mr T Bray
Mr A Feest
Ms T Feest
Mr P Phillips
Mr B Tilley
Ms M Samuels

(New Road)
(New Road)
(Cockcroft Road)
(Cockcroft Road)
(Broadway)
(Broadway)
(Mereland Road)
(Mereland Road)
(Wantage Road)

Officers:
Mr T Hudson
Mr T Rudge
Mrs L Blake

(Deputy Town Clerk)
(Outdoor Services Manager)
(Information Services Manager)

Councillors:
None.

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were tendered from Cllr Cathy Augustine, Cllr A Dearlove and Mr R West
(Wantage Road representative).
1
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2. MINUTES
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 6th November 2018 be approved
and noted as such.

3. OUTDOOR SERVICES MANAGERS REPORT
The Outdoor Services Manager gave an update on current works being undertaken.
Half plots are being marked on both Broadway and New Road allotment sites.
A request has been submitted from the Didcot Good Neighbour scheme, who are
interested in an allotment plot on any available sites. The scheme will nominate
someone who will be responsible for the plot. All plot holders agreed that this is
something they would support, although some concern was raised about numerous
people having a key to a locked site. Cockcroft and New Road have vacant plots which
could potentially be suitable. The Outdoor Services Manager will follow up the request
for more information.
The pipework at Mereland Road was completed 11th February 2019.
The ongoing problem with the boundary fence at Cockcroft has also been fixed and
completed 11th February 2019.
Numbering of all allotment plots is still ongoing. EB has volunteered to number the plots
on New Road when appropriate.
Grass cutting on the allotments is due to commence early March, weather permitting.
4. RULES – GIFTING AND/OR DONATING PRODUCE
MS the Wantage Road representative had contacted the Information Centre Manager
regarding the gifting or donating of surplus produce, stating that the current rules for this
is a little restrictive. The Deputy Town Clerk stated that legally the sale of produce for
business purposes is prohibited but the Town Council has no problem with any
allotment holder gifting or donating surplus produce to family, friends or charities, as
long as no money is exchanged.
5. PROPOSED CHANGES TO RULES AND TENANCY AGREEMENT
The Rules, Tenancy Agreement, Didcot Town Council’s Inspection Procedure and the
Livestock Policy were discussed at length. The group made suggestions to alter
sections on all of the documents (see attached).
It was AGREED to recommend the final suggested changes to the next Environment
Committee on the 11th March, for consideration.
2
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6. NEED FOR INSURANCE
The Deputy Town Clerk explained that he is keen to look in to all allotment holders
having 3rd Party Insurance cover, especially with the possibility of dogs being allowed
on site, depending on the outcome of the trial period but knows that the decision could
be unpopular.
All site representatives were invited to discuss the matter with allotment holders on their
plots to give the Town Council an indication of their opinion on this matter.
Didcot Allotment Society offers 3rd party Insurance as part of their membership. The
current cost is £5 a year. It was agreed that this will be the cheapest Insurance for
tenants, should the Council decide they need tenants to have it.
PP and EB suggested that if insurance becomes mandatory, automatically becoming a
member of DAS could become an option.
It was AGREED for the Deputy Town Clerk to look into Insurance and whether it would
be practical or feasible in addition to the next rental payment.
7. ROUGH SLEEPERS/TENANTS WITH NO FIXED ABODE
EB informed the group of the homeless situation that the New Road site have recently
been facing. A rough sleeper has used 4 sheds to sleep in and had left human waste on
the allotment site, which was cleared up by the Outdoor Services Manager. It was
discussed that it was worrying that it has been happening on a closed and locked site.
New Road also has an allotment holder of no fixed abode who site representatives are
certain knew who the rough sleeper was.
The Car Park at the Fleet Meadow Community Hall is owned by Didcot Town Council
but managed by the Hall. EB has spoken to the secretary of Fleet Meadow Hall
regarding public using the car park and they have agreed to put a notice up on the
fence.
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
i.

Application forms
EB informed the group that the current Allotment Application form informs
applicants of the £40.00 returnable deposit but not of the extra cost of rent for
the plot. The Deputy Town Clerk explained that it should be fairly obvious that
there will be a rent charge but also stated that changes can be made to the
form and a Privacy Notice will be added.

ii.

Plot numbers
The Outdoor Services Manager will be finalising the new plot numbers for all
sites in the next 2-3 weeks.

3
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iii.

Restore
EB asked if we could find out how much Restore pay for their 30 allotments
and if the rent from Restore is added into the allotment budget.

iv.

Sustainable Didcot
Sustainable Didcot have a large communal Polytunnel on the New Road site,
where they hold 2 plots. The lady who is currently looking after the chickens
on site is moving. EB asked who would be responsible for the plots. AF
confirmed that discussions had already taken place regarding Sustainable
Didcot and at least 2 people are interested in taking on the responsibility. EB
suggested that maybe the polytunnel would be better situated at the
Broadway site with it being open and for use of all members of Sustainable
Didcot.

v.

Suggested Burn Dates for 2019
It was suggested that the burn dates for this year be:
 6th to 22nd April (half term included in the 2 weeks)
 28th October to 2nd November (half term included in the 2 weeks)
It was AGREED for these dates to be put to the Environment Committee for
consideration.
The meeting ended at 8.35pm.
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Didcot Town Council
THIS AGREEMENT made on the … day of ….. 2019
Between
Didcot Town Council of Britwell Road, Didcot, Oxon, OX11 7HN
(The Council)
and
(Name)
of …………., Didcot
(The Tenant) by which it is agreed that:
1. The Council shall let to the Tenant the Allotment Garden situated at New Road, Didcot,
Oxon and referenced as Plot NR… in the Council’s Allotment Register.
2. The Council shall let the Allotment Garden to the Tenant for a term of one year
commencing on the 1st day of April and thereafter from year to year.
3. a) The Tenant shall pay the current annual rent of as set by the Council, whether
demanded or not which shall be payable in full on the 1st day of April 2019 and for
every year after the first year of the tenancy on the 1st day of April.
b) The Tenant shall pay a returnable deposit as set by the Council, at the time of
accepting the allotment garden and the Council will take a photograph of the
allotment garden’s condition for record purposes. The Town Council’s Deposit
Return policy will apply.
c) The Tenant will incur a late fee as determined by the Council, if they fail to pay their
allotment rent within the 28 days
d) Any increase in rent will be notified in writing in the financial year preceding the
increase.
4. The Tenant shall use the Allotment Garden only for the cultivation of fruit, vegetables and
flowers for use and consumption by himself/herself, his/her family and his/her friends.
5. The Tenant shall not sell or undertake a business in respect of the cultivation and
production of fruit, vegetables and flowers in the Allotment Garden.
6. The Tenant shall reside within the boundary of Didcot Parish or within the Great Western
Park boundary during the tenancy.
7. The Tenant shall observe the Council’s Allotment Rules (Appendix 1 attached to this
Agreement) and any additional Rules the Council may make or revise for the regulation
and management of the Allotment Garden let by the Council.
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8. The Council shall pay all rates, taxes, dues and other assessments which may at any time
be levied or charged upon the Allotment Garden.
9. The Tenancy may be terminated by the Council serving on the Tenant not less than
twelve months written notice to quit, expiring on or before the 6th day of April, or on or
after the 29th day of September in any year.
10. The Tenancy may be terminated by the Council by service of one month’s written notice
on the Tenant if:
a) The rent is in arrears for 40 days, or
b) Three months after the commencement of the Tenancy, the Tenant has not observed
the Rules referred to in Clause 7, or
c) The Tenant lives more than one mile outside Didcot Parish, except within the Great
Western Park boundary.
11. If the Tenant is in breach of any of the foregoing Clauses or on account of the Tenant
becoming bankrupt, the Council may re-enter the Allotment Garden and the Tenancy shall
thereupon terminate but without prejudice to any right of the Council to claim damages for
any such breach or to recover any rent already due before the time of such re-entry but
remaining unpaid.
12. The termination of the Tenancy by the Council in accordance with Clause 11 or after reentry by the Council in pursuance of its statutory rights, shall not prejudice the Tenant’s
statutory rights to compensation.
13. The Tenancy may be terminated by the Tenant by serving on the Council not less than
one month’s written notice to quit.
14. On the termination of the Tenancy, the Tenant shall remove any shed, greenhouse or
other building or structure erected in the Allotment Garden unless the Council agrees
otherwise, which shall be confirmed in writing to the Tenant.
15. Any written notice required by the tenancy shall be sufficiently served if sent by registered
post to or left at the party’s address. Any notice to be served by the Tenant shall be
addressed to the Council’s Allotments Manager.
Signed by
………………………………….
The Tenant
and
………………………………….
Information Centre Manager and Allotments Administrator
(For and on behalf of the Council)
Dated: ………………………………….
Town Clerk
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Didcot Town Council
APPENDIX 1: DIDCOT TOWN COUNCIL ALLOTMENT RULES AND PROCEDURES
The aim of this Appendix attached to the Tenant Agreement is to set out the responsibilities
of both the Council and Tenant in relation to the provision and renting of allotment plots.
To ensure the appropriate use of allotment plots by the Tenant.
To ensure it is clear the standards expected for maintaining plots and what is prohibited to
take place on allotment sites.
To make clear the processes for Council and Tenants’ responsibilities.
In accordance with Clause 7 of the Tenants’ Agreement, Allotment Holders
are required to comply with the following Rules and Procedures
1. Security arrangements relating to each Council Allotment Site must be strictly observed.
Where access is by a gate at an allotment site, it must be kept locked at all times. The last
allotment holder leaving the site must ensure that the gate is secure and locked.
2. Allotment holders are only permitted to access and work their allotment plot between dawn
and dusk. Vehicle parking is permitted in designated areas but is not allowed either for long
periods, or overnight. Entering the site with vehicles is at the driver’s or owner’s risk.
3. Tenants are responsible for ensuring that their plots are kept tidy, free from weeds and in a
good state of cultivation and fertility. If a plot is seen not being actively cultivated at a
Council inspection, the Council’s Inspection Procedure will apply.
4. Part of an allotment plot may be part-covered in cardboard or polythene sheeting for a
selected period provided it is combined with active cultivation. The use of carpeting and
tyres is prohibited for environmental reasons.
5. The Tenant shall cultivate the allotment plot for the production of fruit, vegetables, flowers
and livestock for domestic consumption by the Tenant and his/her immediate family and
friends. Sale of produce for business purposes is prohibited.
6. The 1-metre width of paths around each allotment plot, set out by the Council, must not be
obstructed, diverted or reduced in size. Paths must be kept clear of obstructions and
available for access at all times by other tenants and to enable the Council to carry out
periodic strimming.
7. Tenants shall not, without Council consent, erect any building on their allotment plot. This
includes sheds, poly-tunnels and greenhouses and chicken coops.
 Maximum size of sheds: 8’ x 6’
 Maximum size of polytunnels: 10’ x 8’ unless written permission has been granted by
Didcot Town Council. Community facilities may exceed these sizes at the Council’s
discretion.
 Maximum size of greenhouses: 8’ x 6’. Only glass substitutes such as polycarbonate,
perspex or other alternatives may be used in any permitted structures.
Tenants shall keep all sheds, greenhouses, polytunnels and other structures in good repair
to the satisfaction of the Council.
8. No dogs are allowed on the allotment sites, excluding periods where permission is granted.
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9. Chickens and rabbits are allowed on the allotments. A written request needs to be
approved by the Council and the Council’s Livestock policy will apply.
10. No bonfires are permitted other than on the dates agreed and confirmed by the Council.
11. The Council will be responsible for maintaining a water supply to all allotment sites.
12. No dumping on site or importing of any garden waste/soil onto allotment sites is permitted.
13. Any fruit tree planted by a Tenant must be of the DWARF variety only. Fruit trees should
be planted sparingly and not be allowed to grow over 3 metres high. The Council will have
the power to remove any excessive or high trees. Permission needs to be granted for any
more than 3 fruit trees.
14. Tenants are not to cause a nuisance or annoyance to the occupier of any other allotment
plot.
15. Children and young people, whether individually or in family groups, whilst visiting the
allotment plot must be fully supervised in the interests of their own safety and the safety of
others and should not be permitted to wander the site unsupervised
16. Action will be taken against any person causing malicious damage to Council property.
17. Although plot holders are not required to use totally organic methods on their plots, they
are to note the instructions below on the use of weed killers:





Where a plot is totally weed infested and the tenant wishes to deal with the problem
by spraying, the tenant must contact the Council which will undertake the spraying
for a fee.
Limited use of chemical weed-killer is permitted to be undertaken by tenants where
a minimum amount of weed exists. Care should be taken to follow manufacturer’s
instructions and to only apply chemicals at the recommended rates. Plot holders
must take care not to allow spray to go onto adjoining paths or other allotment plots.
All chemicals must be stored securely, in original packaging and kept in a locked
shed, if left on site.

18. Should an existing plot holder request an additional plot, the Outdoor Services Manager
will carry out an inspection of their existing plot to ensure it is being worked properly before
agreeing to allow the plot holder to take on a further plot.
19. Tenants are required to observe any special conditions which the Council consider
necessary to comply with conditions and/or covenants under which the Council holds the
land together with any conditions the Council may consider it necessary to introduce for
any other reason. (Allotment tenants will be given written notice when such conditions are
introduced).
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Didcot Town Council’s Livestock Policy

As per section 9 of Didcot Town Council’s Allotment Rules and Procedures, whereby:
9. Chickens and rabbits are allowed on the allotments. A written request needs to be
approved by the Council and the Council’s Livestock Policy will apply;
any hens or rabbits kept at the allotment will need to have written permission from Didcot
Town Council.
All animals will remain the sole responsibility of the tenant.

Didcot Town Council requirements for keeping Hens on Allotment sites
Under Section 12, Allotments Act 1950, hens (NOT Cockerels) may be kept on allotments,
but not for trade or business, and as long as they are not a nuisance to other allotmentholders or surrounding residential properties.
Tenants are restricted to a maximum number of six hens on one plot irrespective of the
number of plots rented. The conditions required by Didcot Town Council is listed below for
tenants wishing to have livestock on their allotment plot.
The following conditions must be met:
1. A suitable wire or heavy duty plastic fence must be erected to keep hens within a
confined area. (At least 5 feet in height). This will be inspected before permission is granted.
2. The absolute minimum space for each hen in the run is 1 square metre per hen.
However, 2 square metres per hen is preferable.
3. A suitable roosting house (coop) must be provided.
4. Not more than 6 but not less than 2 hens to be kept on the allotment plot.
5. A pest-proof store must be provided for the storage of feed.
6. Items 1-5 must be in place before livestock is installed.
7. Arrangements must be made for the regular disposal of droppings to prevent
vermin/rodents.
8. Inspections will be made by the Town Council to ensure there is adequate rodent control.
9. The Council reserve the right to dispose of livestock without notice, if it appears to be
neglected.
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Didcot Town Council’s requirements for keeping Rabbits on Allotment sites
Under section 12 of the Allotment Act 1950 Rabbits may be kept on allotments and to ‘erect
or place and maintain such buildings or structures on the land as reasonably necessary for
that purpose’ and as long as they are not a nuisance to other allotment-holders or
surrounding residential properties.
Tenants are restricted to 2 rabbits of the same sex,on a plot and will remain fully responsible
for the animals and structures in which they are kept.
The following conditions must be met:
1. A suitable sized hutch will need to be used to house the rabbits, allowing them room to
move around freely and stretch.
2. Rabbits are sociable animals so will need to have company. Rabbits should be kept in
pairs. Maximum of 2 rabbits to be kept on any one allotment plot.
3. Arrangements must be made for regular disposal of droppings to prevent vermin/rodents.
4. Inspections will be made by the Town Council, to ensure there is adequate rodent control.
5. The Council reserve the right to dispose of livestock without notice, if it appears to be
neglected.
Should the weather become too severe in the winter, we advise you to take the rabbits inside
your home or to make sure the hutch is fully insulated and that water bottles are defrosted.

Should you be found to be in breach of any of these rules, the Town Council reserves the
right to terminate permission of allowing livestock on your plot.
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Didcot Town Council’s Inspection Procedure

Didcot Town Council reserves the right to inspect the allotment plots at the discretion of the
Outdoor Services Manager.
If the plot is deemed to be in a poor condition, uncultivated and overgrown, Didcot Town Council
will write to the tenant allowing them 4 weeks to bring the plot up to a decent standard. A
second inspection will take place at the end of the 4 week period.
Should the tenant fail to work the allotment plot to an acceptable standard by the end of the 4
week period, the Outdoor Services Manager will instruct the Information Centre Manager to
write to the tenant giving them a further 2 weeks to improve the condition of their plot.
If the tenant fails to comply, the Outdoor Services Manager will terminate the tenancy, giving the
tenant 2 weeks to clear the plot of their belongings.
At this stage the Outdoor Services Manager will decide whether the returnable deposit will be
payable, as per the returnable deposit scheme policy, by comparing ‘before’ and ‘after’ photos
of the plot.
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Dear Allotment Holder
The new growing season approaches and rents become due we wanted to write to
you to keep you abreast on changes, issues and other important information across
our allotment sites.
Rent payments for 2019/20
Attached to this letter is an invoice for your allotment. Payment can be made by
cash, cheque or BACS. Payment is due on 1st of April and you have 40 days or 28
days, depending on what is stated in your agreement, afterwards to pay. Please
note, if you do not pay on time you are liable to pay a £10 late payment fee. Please
note that we will not accept payments prior to April 1 st.
If paying by BACS please do the following:
-

-

-

Make a payment to:
o Account Number: 60331481
o Sort Code: 20-01-09
o
Use your plot reference number written on your invoice (for example BR999)
as the payment reference or we will not know which plot is being paid for. If
you have multiple plots please make a separate payment for each plot,
changing the plot reference for each.
Do not pay until at least 1st April 2019 or your payment may not be linked to
your plot.

Allotment rents for 2020/21
Allotment rents are set a financial year in advance, meaning at the Council’s budgetsetting process the allotment rents for 2020/21 have now been decided. The rents
for the financial year 2020/21 will be £34 for a 5 pole plot and £24 for concessions.
The reason for this increase is due to the fact that the Town Council has agreed to
be responsible for strimming the pathways on allotment sites, and the additional
charge reflects this additional work.
Dogs on Allotments
From 1st April until 1st October 2019 the Town Council will be running a trial of
allowing allotment holders to have dogs on site. Please note that if non-allotment
holders start to use the sites for walking their dogs or dogs are seen to be off their
leads or causing a nuisance to allotment holders, the site in question will be liable to
have the trial stopped immediately.

Appendix 3
Half plots
The Town Council continues to make smaller allotment plots available. If you are
interested in taking one on, please get in contact with us or speak to your allotment
site rep.
Burn dates
Burn dates for 2019 have been agreed and are:
-

6th to 22nd April 2018 (inclusive)
19th October to 2nd November (inclusive)

As always, please do not bring any rubbish onto site for burning, only burn organic
waste, be watchful of any fires and be mindful and sympathetic to those nearby.
Election of site reps
There is no election of site reps this year.
Allotment rules
The Council continues to update its rules in response to issues arising and the needs
of allotment holders. Consequently, the allotment rules have been updated. Please
find a copy of the current allotment rules attached.
Mandatory Insurance?
?
Privacy Notice
Under the new General Data Protection Regulations the Town Council holds
personal data on you as an allotment holder. The legal basis on which we do this is
due to it being a contractual necessity. If you would like to know what information we
hold and how to make a subject access request please contact the Town Clerk.
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Agenda item 9
Public Arts Projects

Environment Committee
11th March 2019
Report author: Tom Hudson

Public Art Projects
Introduction
1. Following the briefing with the South Oxfordshire District Council on accessing
funding for public art, this report asks the Committee to identify its priories for
public art, and whether it wishes to set up a working group to explore the
realisation of those priorities.

Recommendation
2. That the Committee considers identifies a series of public art priority ideas, sets
up a public art delivery working group and nominates members to participate on
the working group.

Background
3. Over the last year a number of projects the Town Council is interested in have
been aired as possibly being eligible for attracting s. 106 public art funding.
These include a free-standing end panel for one of the bus shelters on Station
Road, replacement noticeboards, Christmas light displays and a fountain in
Ladygrove Lakes.
4. Prior to the meeting of the Environment Committee on 11th February Councillors
were given a briefing by Abigail Brown, the Arts Development Officer for South
Oxfordshire District Council.
5. The definition of public art provided was “anything physical, that is made by a
professional artist, is bespoke and of high quality”. Examples provided included
lighting, seating and benches, railings and fences, paving and flooring,
glasswork, cycle racks and signage.
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6. At the pre-meeting on 11th February a number of other suggestions were put
forward.
7. The majority of s. 106 public art funding focuses exclusively on public art in GWP.
However, almost £128,000 is available for other areas.
8. The suggested first step in taking forward arts projects is to create a steering
group. It is therefore suggested that Councillors create a working group and
agree its terms of reference.
9. The Committee is also asked to identify the public arts projects they would like to
see delivered, and to prioritise them to give the steering group greater direction.

Financial Implications
10. None at present.

Legal Implications
11. The Environment Committee has delegated authority over ‘general environmental
issues in and affecting the Town’.

Risk Implications
12. None
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Agenda item 10
Budget Management Recommendations

Environment Committee
11th March 2019
Report author: Tom Hudson

Budget Management Recommendations
Introduction
1. This report asks the Committee to consider whether to make a recommendation
to the Finance and General Purposes Committee concerning a number of
Environment Committee budgets which are not due to be delivered within the
2018/19 financial year.

Recommendation
2. That the Committee considers whether to make a recommendation to the
Finance and General Purposes Committee that they create a earmarked reserve
for those projects scheduled for the financial year 2017/18 but which will be
delivered in 2018/19.

Background
3. The Environment Committee has a number of budgets for projects that will not be
delivered in the financial year 2018/19. These projects are as follows:
a. 325-9059 (Bus Shelters) £5000
b. 325-32590 (Smallbones Play Area Refurbishment) £27,500
c. 325-32593 (CCTV) £13,405
4. Budgets that are not spent are not carried over and without any intervention will
be returned to general reserves. Should the Committee continue to wish to
deliver these projects it is advised to recommend that their budgetary provision is
carried over to next financial year.
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Financial Implications
5. In becoming an earmarked reserve the Committee will have no discretion over
the use of the budget; it can only be used for the purpose it is earmarked for.

Legal Implications
6. None.

Risk Implications
7. None

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

10 - 2

