Didcot Town Council

Notice of a meeting of the
Environment Committee
17th June 2019 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot

Admission of the public and media
The council welcomes members of the public to its meetings in accordance with the
Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960.

Reports and minutes
We add reports and minutes to our website.

Recording, photographs and filming
The press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, or report from
the meeting using social media. As such members of the public may be recorded or
photographed during the meeting.
We ask that anyone wishing to record or photograph the meeting notifies the Deputy
Town Clerk before the start of the meeting.

Public participation
The council welcomes the public’s involvement in meetings, which must be in
accordance with our rules (Standing Orders 18 - 20 on a matter before the
Committee).
The Chairman will invite members of the public to present their questions,
statements or petitions at the start of the meeting.
To find out about participation contact the Deputy Town Clerk.

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235
ichard812637
Chapman, Town Clerk
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

Agenda
1.

To appoint a Chairman

2.

To appoint a vice-Chairman

3.

To receive apologies.

4.

To receive declarations of interests. Members are reminded to declare any
interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance with Didcot
Town Council’s code of conduct.

5.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2019 (attached)

6.

Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item

7.

To consider and note the Financial Statements and Budgets (attached)

8.

To note the Outdoor Services Manager’s report and consider matters arising
(attached)

9.

To consider a request from Seafarer’s UK to fly the Red Ensign (attached)

10.

To consider whether to make a recommendation to Council regarding whether
to extend the contract for bus shelters with ClearChannel (attached)

11.

To note the granting of permission from the Secretary of State for Housing,
Communities and Local Government to build a replacement RESTORE
building on New Road allotment (no report)

12.

To consider how to take forward ideas for public art (attached)

13.

To consider an update report on a Didcot Fireworks Display (attached)

14.

To make a recommendation regarding the choice of contractor to refurbish
Smallbone Rec play area (attached)

15.

To consider and clarify future intentions regarding Ladygrove Lakes
(attached)

16.

Future projects suggestions

Janet Wheeler

Town Clerk

11th June 2019
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Voting members:
Mrs D Macdonald
Mr A Macdonald
Mr D Rouane
Mr A Thompson
Ms M Walsh
Ms C Wilson
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Mr J Moody
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Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
Monday 11th March 2019 at 7.30pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall
Minutes
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record
by the next meeting of this committee.
PRESENT
Councillors: Mr A Thompson (Chairman)
Miss J Billington
Mr S Connel
Mrs D Macdonald
Officers:

Mr T Hudson (Deputy Town Clerk)
Mr T Rudge (Outdoor Services Manager)

Others:

One member of the public

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Miss E Bracken addressed the Committee on a number of allotment issues
including: drainage at New Road, the Allotment Liaison Group, draft rules, 3 rd
party insurance and rough sleepers.
466.

APOLOGIES

Councillors Ms C Augustine and Mr A Dearlove tendered apologies.

467.

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Councillor Mrs D Macdonald asked that it be noted that the letter sent to the Council
regarding seating in Stubbings Land was from Didcot Good Neighbour Scheme, of
which she was chair. Further, she also asked that it be noted that she was treasurer
of Sustainable Didcot who were co-running the Town Fayre, mentioned in the letter
sent to allotment holders.
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468.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

It was proposed by Councillor Mr S Connel, seconded by Councillor Mrs D
Macdonald and RESOLVED to agree the minutes of the 19th November 2018, 12th
December 2018 and 11th February 2019 as a true and correct record and that the
Chairman sign them as such.

469.

QUESTIONS ON THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

Councillors were informed that due to staffing limitations and the fact that the litter
pick took place during purdah it was not possible to have a Councillor lead one of the
picks. As such, the least popular pick site (Mendip Heights) had been pulled and the
available staff members would lead on the other two.
Councillors also asked for an update on minute 422 - the transfer of land from East
Hagbourne - and were informed that the process was still ongoing.
470.

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND BUDGETS

The Committee considered a report on the financial statements and budgets to 28 th
February 2019. Councillors questioned the level of spending on 955-90020 –
skatepark refurbishment - and were informed that the total cost would be around
£6000. The report was NOTED.
471.

OUTDOOR SERVICES MANAGER’S REPORT

The Committee considered the Outdoor Services Manager’s report.
In considering the report it was proposed by Councillor Mr A Thompson, seconded
by Councillor Mr S Connel and RESOLVED that:
-

-

472.

To grant Didcot Good Neighbour Scheme a tenenacy for use by volunteer
gardeners
To grant permission for the planting of a memorial tree in Ladygrove for the
youth hit by a train, but to specify that an alternative to Ash be used due to the
danger of ash die back
To give permission to Sobell House Hospice for a Light the Night event at
Ladygrove Park on 18th May 2019
To give Didcot Runners permission to hold the 5 mile and 2 mile races on
Ladygrove Park on 7th July 2019
To run a consultation via facebook and the website as to whether the public
support having benches put into Stubbings Land.
VERGES MOWING CONTRACT
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The Committee considered a report providing additional information regarding the
Verges Mowing contract. After consideration of the cost, proximity, experience and
equipment available from the tendering companies it was proposed by Councillor
Miss J Billington, seconded by Councillor Mrs D Macdonald and RESOLVED to
award the contract to Grounds Care Group (Company C). In awarding the contract
Councillors stressed the need for a break clause to be in place as early as possible.
473.

ALLOTMENT LIAISON UPDATE AND ISSUES ARISING

The Committee considered a report feeding back information from the Allotment
Liaison Group and a number of issues arising. In discussing the issues arising, the
Committee spent particular time considering whether to require mandatory 3 rd party
insurance for allotment holders. It was proposed by Councillor Mr S Connel,
seconded by Councillor Miss J Billington and RESOLVED that:
-

474.

The 2019 allotment burn dates will be 6th April to 22nd April (inclusive) and 19th
October to 2nd November (inclusive)
The Council encourage allotment holders to get 3rd party insurance in the
letter accompanying the rent demand but not require it
The rule amendments as included in the agenda pack be agreed
The letter to plot holders to include an invitation to be involved in the Town
Fayre’s produce competition

PUBLIC ART

Councillors considered asking them to consider ways to take forward ideas for public
art. Councillors discussed the merits of having a working group, but noted the
difficulty of agreeing membership or setting priorities just before an election. It was
proposed by Councillor Mr A Thompson, seconded by Councillor D Macdonald and
RESOLVED that a working group with the following terms of reference be set up, its
membership be agreed at the first meeting of the Environment Committee after the
elections and for it to decide its own priorities at its first meeting.
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Name of Working Group

Membership
Who should be part of the
group, and what rights do they
have in decision-making?

Purpose
Why does it exist? What does it
seek to achieve?
Task and finish/ongoing?
If task and finish, please define
the date or output that marks
the groups closure
Meetings
Does the group meet in person
or virtually?

How often should it meet, and
should it meet in the day time or
evening?
Reporting
How should the business be
reported and to whom?
Minutes published
Are minutes required, and who
should they be sent to?
Public attendance
Can the public attend, can they
participate and are there any
rules around this?

475.

Public Art Delivery Group

Four Didcot Town Council members, 1 Didcot Town Council officer,
South Oxfordshire District Council Arts Officer (all with voting
rights), other members may be appointed by the working group but
will not have voting rights without the agreement of the
Environment Committee
To realise the opportunities for public art in Didcot

Ongoing, with annual review at the Annual Meeting

In person

To be decided by the working group, but at least every three
months in the evening.

Agreed actions and recommendations to be sent to the
Environment Committee

No

Not without prior invitation

BUDGET MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

The Committee considered a report asking it whether to make a number of budget
management recommendations relating to projects agreed in 2018/19 but not
completed. It was proposed by Councillor Mr A Thompson, seconded by Councillor
Mr S Connel and RESOLVED that a recommendation to Finance and General
Purposes be made recommending that the following earmarked reserves be created:
-

325-9059 (Bus Shelters) £5000
325 -32590 (Smallbones Play Area Refurbishment) £27,500
325-32593 (CCTV) £13,405
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476.

FUTURE PROJECTS

There were no suggestions for future projects.

The meeting ended at 8:45 pm

Signed ______________________Chairman
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Agenda item 7
Financial statements and budgets

Environment Committee
17th June 2019
Report author: Tom Hudson

Financial Statement and Budgets
Introduction
1. Attached are the “Detailed Income and Expenditure by Budget Heading” reports
to 31st March 2019 (end of financial year 2018/19) and 31st May 2019 (month 2 of
financial year 2019/20).

Recommendation
2. That the committee notes the financial statements and budgets having raised
questions on the content.

Background
3. Standing Order 98 a) delegates the administration of the Environment budget to
the Environment Committee.

Legal Implications
4. The council is required to arrange for the proper administration of its financial
affairs; this includes regular reporting.

Financial Implications
5. As set out in the attached financial statements.

Risk Implications
6. None

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

7-1

Agenda item 7
Financial statements and budgets
This page is intentionally blank

Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

7-2

Didcot Town Council

Agenda item 8
Outdoor Services Manager’s Report

Environment Committee
17th June 2019
Report author: Tony Rudge

Outdoor Services Manager Report
Introduction
1. The report lists all the grounds works completed along with updates on
allotment availability. Also includes contract work.
2. Feedback on recent events within the report period and vandalism.
3. Staff updates and training.

Recommendation
4. That the Committee reviews the report, notes works completed and
considers how to proceed with discussions regarding land ownership on
Tyne Avenue and to make a decision regarding benches at Stubbings Land.

Allotments
5. Allotment works are ongoing, at New Road & Broadway some plots are
being split to make half plots because we have received requests for
smaller allotment plots.
6. Grass cutting including pathways around the plots is taking place on a
monthly basis.
7. Allotment inspections will take place in June, July & August to ensure plots
are being maintained satisfactorily and letters will be sent to plot holders
who do not appear to be working plots. Where possible the OSM will be
accompanied by site reps for these inspections.
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Play Equipment
8. Formal weekly recorded inspections are being carried out by ROSPA
trained staff.
9. The Zip wire at Ladygrove Park has been repaired at a cost of £930.00p.
The edging boards around the zip wire safety surfacing still need replacing.
10. The pedal roundabout at Ladygrove Park has now been replaced, this
roundabout has not worked properly for over a year. Removal of the old
roundabout and fitting a new one along with surface repairs has cost
£8000.00p.
11. The multi pondo rocker at Ladygrove Park failed a safety check due to a
cracked weld. It was not possible to repair the old one and a new one has
been fitted at a cost of £4000.00p which included filling in the old
foundations and digging new ones due to a change in design.
12. The roundabout at Edmonds Park is waiting for repair. The supplier Park
Leisure has gone out of business but another supplier is able to carry out
the repair. The roundabout is still in use but is very stiff to turn.
13. The Obra Multiplay unit at Edmonds Park is currently fenced off due to
excessive wear on the rope climbing section. A new rope climb is on order
but is having to be made specially due to the original supplier no longer
manufacturing this unit. Estimated cost is £1200.00p.
14. The gym area at Edmonds Park nearest Newlands Avenue currently has
two areas fenced off due to vandalism. The manufacturers have been out
and inspected the damage and we are waiting for a quote to repair.

Trees
15. Tree surgeons have removed 2 Poplar trees and 1 Acer from Edmonds
Park. All 3 were dead and have been removed to ground level.
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Cemetery
16. To date in 2019 there have been 10 full burials & 14 cremated remains
burials.
17. Grass cutting is being carried out fortnightly, 4 complaints have been
received regarding grass left on graves and ornaments broken during the
cutting operation. The cemetery is cut using strimmers and although staff
are careful accidental damage may occur. Grass is removed from graves
using hand blowers but if the grass is wet it is difficult to remove.

Edmonds Park Depot
18. Work re started on the depot project on Monday 7th January, after delays
caused by an unmarked electricity cable had caused work to be stopped.
19. The new depot was due to be handed over to the Council on the 13th May
2019 but work had been held up for 5 weeks. The depot should now be
handed over on Monday 17th June 2019.
20. Outdoor Services staff are now based in temporary accommodation located
on the car park.

General Maintenance
21. Litter collection is ongoing at all sites and waste is disposed of into a skip.
22. Grass cutting started at the end of March and all parks are being cut
fortnightly.
23. Flower and shrub bed maintenance is ongoing.
24. OCC verges contract. A new contractor started work on grass cutting the
highway verges in mid April. They have completed 2 cuts to date and have
started their 3rd cut. A few complaints have been received mainly in the
Ladygrove area where they were having problems with the maps but
hopefully they will complete the third cut on time and without missing any
areas.
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25. Tyne Avenue Land. On 12th December 2018 the Environment Committee
considered issues around ownership of land by Didcot FC on Tyne Avenue
with a view to exploring whether the Town Council might wish to take on
responsibility for the land. The minutes are as follows “It was …
RESOLVED to write to Didcot Town Football Club for confirmation that they
do not lay claim to the land and for the matter to be brought back to the
committee for consideration of whether to adopt the land when further
information has been ascertained.” Didcot Town Football Club have been
written to and in January 2019 stated that they had referred the matter to
their land agent and would be in contact in due course. Since that e mail no
further contact has been made by Didcot Town FC and the process has not
moved forward. The Committee is asked to consider how it would like to
proceed.
26. Stubbings Land Benches. Following the decision of the Environment
Committee at its March 2019 meeting to run a public consultation on
whether to put benches in Stubbings Land. In total, 31 people voted in
favour of putting in benches, and 59 voted against. Furthermore, ten written
responses were received, all against and many vehemently so. I regularly
recurring suggestion of how to improve Stubbings, however, was not to put
in benches to but to connect the pathways up so that they reach the
entrance to the new development. If Councillors are interested in
considering this as a project they may wish to put it forward as a future
project suggestion.

Machinery
27. All grounds equipment has been serviced and is now in use.

Staff
28. A new member of staff joined the grounds staff on the 1st April 2019. Making
the total 1 Supervisor, 5 gardeners, 1 gatekeeper (pt) and 1 Cleaner (pt). An
advert is current out for an apprentice gardener.

Events
29. Perry Hatwell funfair at Ladygrove Park 28th March – 31st March
30. A transport Rally was held at Ladygrove Park on Sunday 2 nd June in
conjunction with Didcot Railway Centre.
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31. Didcot Town Youth FC held their annual tournament at Edmonds Park on
the 7th & 8th June.

Future Events Booked
30. Armed Forces Day – 11EOD & Oxford Play Association. (Edmonds Park)
22nd June
31. Didcot 5 mile Race Ladygrove Park 7th July
32. Perry Hatwell funfair at Edmonds Park 31st July – 4th August
33. Summer Fayre at Edmonds Park 3rd August.
34. Xplorer event British orienteering 13th August Edmonds Park.
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Agenda item 9
Merchant Navy Day

Environment Committee
17th June 2019
Report author: Tom Hudson

Flag Flying Request: Seafarers UK
Introduction
1. The Committee is asked to decide whether it wishes support the invitation from
Seafarer’s UK by flying a red ensign on the Town Council’s flag pole on 3 rd
September 2019.

Recommendation
2. That the Committee decides whether it wishes to support the idea of flying a red
ensign on Merchant Navy Day.

Background
3. Didcot Town Council has been contacted by Seafarers UK to ask whether it
wishes to fly a red ensign on Merchant Navy Day, 3rd September 2019.
4. The red ensign is the official flag of the Merchant Navy, and examples can be
seen here:
https://www.google.co.uk/search?rlz=1C1CHBF_enGBGB756GB756&biw=1366&bih=637&tbm=isch&sa=1&ei=ywkdW5ubFofDgAaq
7L3gDQ&q=red+ensign+flag+uk&oq=red+ensign+flag+uk&gs_l=img.3..0i24k1.48
19.5384.0.5631.3.2.0.1.1.0.77.140.2.2.0....0...1c.1.64.img..0.3.146...0j0i30k1j0i5i
30k1.0.s5Rnn2JC-Pg
5. Didcot Town Council purchased a red ensign last year following the Committee’s
deicion to participate in last year’s Merchant Navy Day.
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6. Seafarer’s UK describe the purpose of flying the flag as recognising “the men and
women on whom we depend to keep our island nation supplied with food, fuel
and other imports”

Financial Implications
7. None

Legal Implications
8. None

Risk Implications
9. None
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Agenda item 10
ClearChannel Bus Shelter Contract

Environment Committee
17th June 2019
Report author: Tom Hudson

Clear Channel Bus Shelter Contract
Introduction
1. The Committee is asked to consider whether it wishes to agree to proposed
changes to its existing contract with Clear Channel for bus shelters in Didcot. The
proposed changes would extend the duration of the contract and give permission
for existing displays to be replaced with digital displays.

Recommendation
2. That the Committee agrees to the proposed changes and makes a
recommendation to Council to execute the deed of variation accordingly, but that
it also considers whether to make this recommendation subject to Clear Channel
granting permission for the erection of free standing signs beside the Station
Road bus shelter outside the cinema.

Background
3. Didcot Town Council signed a contract with Clear Channel (sometimes known as
Adshel) in August 2001 for the provision and maintenance of a number of bus
shelters.
4. A summary of the contract is that Clear Channel provide and maintain bus
shelters for Didcot Town Council at no cost to the Council. Instead of charging,
Clear Channel retain the right to keep advertising revenue from the bus shelters.
5. In total Clear Channel provides nine bus shelters in Didcot, on Broadway, Station
Road and Wantage Road.
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6. The impacts of the proposed variations are broadly twofold: firstly, to extend the
contract by four years, and secondly to give permission to Clear Channel to
replace the existing advertising displays with digital ones.
7. Full copies of the proposed deed of variation and original contract are available
on the members’ area of the website.
8. It is suggested that the Committee consider whether they wish to use this
opportunity to nudge Clear Channel to respond to the request to the request to be
able to erect free standing signs beside the Station Road bus shelter outside the
cinema. The background to this is that a petition was submitted to Council in
2018 and referred to the Environment Committee. It was agreed that the matter
should be progressed further, with one of the matters requiring attention being
the need to get permission from Clear Channel before being able to put any such
panel up. A request was made and the issue referred to Clear Channel’s legal
department, but no response has been received, thereby holding up further
progress.

Financial Implications
9. If the contract were to be extended this would defer the date at which Didcot
Town Council may have to become responsible for its own management of the
bus shelters and/or pay for their replacement.

Legal Implications
10. The Committee cannot agree to execute a deed on its own, but must make a
recommendation to Council to do so.
11. Any amendments agreed in the contract once signed will form part of the contract
and become legally binding.

Risk Implications
12. None
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Agenda item 12
Public Arts Projects

Environment Committee
17th June 2019
Report author: Tom Hudson

Public Art Projects
Introduction
1. Following the briefing with the South Oxfordshire District Council on accessing
funding for public art, this report asks the Committee to identify its priories for
public art, and whether it wishes to set up a working group to explore the
realisation of those priorities.

Recommendation
2. That the Committee considers identifies a series of public art priority ideas, sets
up a public art delivery working group and nominates members to participate on
the working group.

Background
3. At its meeting of March 11th the Environment Committee considered whether to
set up a working group to realise the opportunities for public art in Didcot agreed
to the following:
“RESOLVED that a working group with the following terms of reference be set
up, its membership be agreed at the first meeting of the Environment Committee
after the elections and for it to decide its own priorities at its first meeting.”
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Name of Working Group

Membership
Who should be part of the
group, and what rights do
they have in decisionmaking?
Purpose
Why does it exist? What
does it seek to achieve?
Task and finish/ongoing?
If task and finish, please
define the date or output that
marks the groups closure
Meetings
Does the group meet in
person or virtually?

How often should it meet,
and should it meet in the day
time or evening?
Reporting
How should the business be
reported and to whom?
Minutes published
Are minutes required, and
who should they be sent to?
Public attendance
Can the public attend, can
they participate and are there
any rules around this?

Public Art Delivery Group

Four Didcot Town Council members, 1 Didcot Town Council
officer, South Oxfordshire District Council Arts Officer (all
with voting rights), other members may be appointed by the
working group but will not have voting rights without the
agreement of the Environment Committee
To realise the opportunities for public art in Didcot

Ongoing, with annual review at the Annual Meeting

In person

To be decided by the working group, but at least every three
months in the evening.

Agreed actions and recommendations to be sent to the
Environment Committee
No

Not without prior invitation

4. The Committee is therefore asked to decide the membership of the working
group.

Financial Implications
5. None at present.

Legal Implications
6. The Environment Committee has delegated authority over ‘general environmental
issues in and affecting the Town’.
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Risk Implications
7. None
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Environment Committee
17th June 2019
Report author: Tony Rudge

Didcot Fireworks Display
Introduction
1. There has been a firework display held in Didcot for many years around the 5th
November.
2. The event was held at Loyd Recreation ground in Brasenose Road for many
years and was organised by the Rotary club.
3. The event moved to the Didcot Football Club’s ground 2 years ago but due to
problems last year the event is not planned for this year.

Recommendation
4. That the Committee reviews the report and decides its response.

Background
5. The Environment Committee requested at their meeting of the 12 th December
2018 that an indicative quote be sought from the previous firework company
Illusion Fireworks for running a firework display at Loyd Recreation ground.
6. Illusion Fireworks have given 3 options
Option1 Traditional Showcase display.
Illusion fireworks Ltd would be sub contracted by the organising committee to
produce a 15 minute traditional showcase display which is not choreographed to
music, the display opens with fast paced sequences of comets and aerial shells
and cycles through various firework types and colours including traditional
favourites as well as new and exciting firework effects before culminating in a
saturated and sky filling finale sequence. As a family orientated event the display
is focussed on visual impression as opposed to powerful and noisy effects. There
is also an option to have warning salutes 5 & 10 minutes before the main display
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this warns the local area that the display is about to start and excites the crowd.
The cost of this option is £4000 plus vat.
Option 2 Illusion Fireworks Ltd provide a Pyromusical Display choreographed to
music.
Illusion Fireworks Ltd would be sub contracted by the organising committee to
produce a 15 minute Pyromusical display choreographed to music with split
second accuracy using state of the art digital firing system. Fireworks and music
combined to produce a unique, memorable and emotional experience, these
displays take firework displays to a new level.
Please note the old displays at Loyd Recreation ground which were organised by
the Didcot Rotary club were a display with music playing in the background NOT
a firework display choreographed to music.
Illusion fireworks would provide a suitable sized PA sound system for use as
public address and accompanying display music.
The cost of this option is £6000 + vat.
Option 3 Illusion Fireworks Ltd would organise and deliver the Didcot Fireworks
display at Loyd recreation ground.
Illusion Fireworks Ltd would be given permission to organise and deliver a
commercial ‘Didcot Firework’ display. They would propose an event plan and
deliver an event for the town that is respectful to the neighbours of Loyd
recreation ground. They would use local community groups ie Scouts, Air training
Corps, Army cadets and local football clubs to help organise the event on the
day. This is the option that had been used for the Ladygrove Park displays. They
would donate a percentage of their profits to a Didcot chartitable cause.
There would be no cost to the Council for this option.
A full risk assessment would be provided for all options and public liability
insurance for £10m.
The event would be firework display only as agreed at the December 2018
meeting of the Environment committee there would not be a bonfire.
Suggested dates are Friday 1st November or Sunday 3rd November 2019.

Financial Implications
7. There is not a budget for a fireworks event therefore it needs to be self-funded.
The council may consider giving a grant towards the event if it was being run by a
charity.
8. Football matches would need to be cancelled for this weekend.
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Legal Implications
Risk assessment & method statement would be required along with public liability
insurance to £10m.
For options 1 & 2 the Council would need to set up a sub-committee or working
group to organise the event and to sell tickets etc on the day.
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Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
17th June 2109
Report author: Tony Rudge

Smallbone Recreation Ground Play Area Tenders
Report
Introduction
1. Council have earmarked Smallbone Recreation ground play area for
refurbishment.
2. A grant has been approved by FCC Communities Foundation Ltd (formerly
WREN) for £50,000 towards the installation of the play kit and associated safety
surfacing.
3. Detailed quotes are required as part of the grant application with breakdown of
costs and items listed that FCC Communities Foundation Ltd will be funding.
They require 3 quotes.
4. There are currently 3 tenders returned .
5. Designs are on view at the Civic Hall for public consultation.

Recommendation
6. That council review the tenders submitted along with the public consultation and
award the tender so that details can be forwarded to FCC Communities
Foundation Ltd to release the funding.
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Legal Implications
7. The work for refurbishing the play area at Smallbone Recreation ground has
been competitively tendered with a tender document sent out to 3 interested
parties.
8. The procurement for this tender has taken place in accordance with the Council’s
Financial Regulations for contracts and complies with the requirements of the
Public Contracts Regulations 2015.
9. Tender details were posted on the Contracts Finder portal with a closing date of
23rd May 2019.

Financial Implications
10. Tender budget guidance stated a £77,500 total for the provision of the play
equipment on site – this to include any discounts.
11. For the maximum grant of £50,000 towards the project the above budget must
be met.
12. DTC are funding the project with £27500 capital funding which includes the third
party funder amount of £5,375 to release the FCC Communities Foundation Ltd
grant.

Tender Analysis
Company A - £77,000.00 includes a discount of £8969.00
Includes all the elements requested, attended site twice during the tender period.
They are an employee owned company and manufacture the majority of their own
play kit. They also employ their own teams who carry out play area inspections and
repairs to ROSPA specifications. Spare parts
Company B - £77500.00 includes a discount of £6500.00.
Includes all the elements requested and they carried out an in depth site meeting
before submitting plans and tender. Most of their kit is manufactured in Europe but
parts should not be a problem. They have fitted play areas to other sites within
Oxfordshire.
Company C - £77000.00 includes a discount of £15828.70
Includes all the elements requested and they carried out several site visits during the
tender period. Most of their kit is manufactured in Poland but parts are held in
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Britain,they have supplied equipment for other play areas in Didcot and all is
manufactured to GB standards.
All 3 companies have complied with the tender spec and are all established
companies that manufacture their own play equipment either in GB or abroad.
All is manufactured to GB standards and spare parts are available.
All 3 companies provide warranties for the play equipment provided and for the
safety surfacing. None of the companies give more than a 15 year guarantee for the
metal structures and all 3 give a 5year warranty for the safety surfacing.
All 3 companies have supplied artist impressions of how the site will look on
completion and they have all been on public display.
All 3 companies have included fencing off the area with Heras fencing during
construction and will supply method statements, risk assessments and Public liability
insurance to cover the project.
All 3 companies are able to start work on the project in Sept/October. All have stated
work will take between 6 & 8 weeks.
The project must be completed by February 2020 to comply with FCC Funding.

Financial Implications
FCC Communities Foundation Ltd will hand over the grant on completion of the
project. They require all 3 tenders to be inspected by themselves no later than the
end of June 2019 they will then send out all the paperwork for the grant.
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Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
17th June 2019
Report author: Tony Rudge

Report on Ladygrove Lakes
Introduction
1. This report updates the Committee regarding current problems with the lakes at
Ladygrove Park.

Recommendation
2. That the Committee reviews the report and notes ongoing works.

Background
3. During the last year the lakes have been closed on 2 occasions. The first due to
an algal bloom on the 25th June 2018 which killed approximately 300 mainly small
fish and the lakes remained closed until the 17th August 2018 when they
reopened for Ladygrove Fishing association members only.
4. The lakes were closed again on the 3rd May 2019 and remain closed for fishing
on the instruction of the Environment Agency, approximately 32 large Carp were
killed on this occasion due to a drop in oxygen levels in the lake.
5. The water level in the lakes has fallen by over a metre during the last 12 months
and we are unable to find a water supply. Originally the lakes were fed from
ditches but these have been diverted during the building of Ladygrove estate and
are now totally dry.
6. Currently we have a pump on hire which is pumping water into the air to help
oxygenate the water and we have not had any dead fish for the last 2 weeks. Due
to the low water level fish have become stranded in some of the low areas, parks
staff & bailiffs monitor fish movement daily and help push the fish into deeper
water.
7. It may become necessary to move some of the fish out if the situation does not
improve however it would be necessary for the fish to have a check up to ensure
that they are not diseased or suffering, this would be carried out by the
Environment Agency.
8. It had been proposed to fit 2 aerators to the lakes to run off a new mains
electricity supply and this has been costed at £25,400. This proposal has been
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put on hold due to the low water level and other methods of increasing
oxygenation are being explored including planting of oxygenating plants.
9. The increase in wild life on the lakes including ducks and Canadian geese is not
helping the situation and their droppings are adding to the low oxygen problems
as well as members of the public feeding bread to the ducks this all settles on the
bottom of the lakes and starts rotting using up valuable oxygen for this process.
10. We should look at the variety of fish currently in the lakes with a view to
introducing bottom feeding fish which will help keep the silt levels down.
11. Signage around the lakes requesting that bread is not fed to ducks etc has been
placed out but the signs often end up in the water and parents can be abusive
when asked to stop their children feeding bread to the ducks.
12. The lakes require major long term works and it is suggested that a committee is
set up to look at all the options available before large sums of money are spent.
Ladygrove Fishing Association should be represented on the Committee along
with Councillors and the Outdoor Services Manager.
13. The Environment Agency should also play a part and any suggestions should be
approved by them.
14. The lakes should remain closed to fishing until we have a clear plan of how to
improve the lakes. The urgent requirement is water, Thames Water have not
been overly helpful in the past but we are going to try again.
15. We have a quote from a company to supply water by tanker but this is very costly
@ 16.5p per litre (16000 litres = £3000)
16. The large lake could be reduced in size with a new bank being built along the
side near the electricity pylons.
17. The project to replace the fishing platforms, which has been carried over from last
year is currently on hold due to the state of the lakes.(£20,000) Platforms which
are dangerous will be fenced off or removed by Council staff as required.
18. Daily health & safety visits will be carried out daily by either park staff or bailiffs.

Legal Implications
19. Public Safety

Financial Implications
20. The Fishing Association are willing to help with costs and volunteer labour.

Risk Implications
21. The Town Council must ensure all works are suitably risk assessed before any
work takes place.
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