Didcot Town Council

Notice of a meeting of the
Environment and Climate Committee
Monday 15th March 2021 at 7.30pm
Online at Zoom.us (or via your device app)

Members of the Environment and Climate Committee are invited to attend a
meeting on Monday 15th March 2021 at 7.30pm.
Admission of the public and media
The Council welcomes members of the public to its meetings in accordance with the
Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960.
Due to the Covid-19 virus, admission to this meeting will be online.
If any member of the public wishes to comment on these items, please contact the
Planning and Environment Officer.
Reports and minutes
We add reports and minutes to our website.
Recording, photographs and filming
The press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, or report from
the meeting using social media. As such members of the public may be recorded or
photographed during the meeting.
We ask that anyone wishing to record or photograph the meeting notifies the
Planning and Environment Officer before the start of the meeting.
Public participation – via zoom.us (or via your device app)
The Council welcomes the public’s involvement in meetings, which must be in
accordance with our rules (Standing Orders 18 - 20 on a matter before the
Committee).
At the relevant time, the Chair will invite members of the public to present their
questions, statements or petitions. To find out about participation – or to view without
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speaking – please email the Planning and Environment Officer for details of how to
join the meeting – lblake@didcot.gov.uk or see the guidance below.

How to join the meeting using zoom.us
Should any member of the public wish to join the meeting, please contact the
Planning and Environment Officer by email (lblake@didcot.gov.uk) to request an
invitation. You will be provided with instructions on how to join the meeting. You will
need to sign up to a Zoom account, which is free. Should you wish to make a
comment rather than attend, please email the Planning and Environment Officer or
any Committee Member prior to the meeting.
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Agenda
1.

To receive apologies.

2.

To receive declarations of interests. Members are reminded to declare any
interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance with Didcot
Town Council’s Code of Conduct.

3.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 18th January 2021 as a true and
correct record (attached)

4.

Questions on the minutes and review the progress report (attached)

5.

To note suggested journaling of funds to the next financial year - see attached

6.

To note the Outdoor Services Manager’s Report (attached)

7.

To note the Vehicle Replacement Report and to consider recommendations to
the Committee (attached)

8.

To note the Equipment Replacement Report and to consider
recommendations to the Committee (attached)

9.

To note updates from the Allotment Liaison Working Group and to consider
recommendations to the Committee (attached)

10.

To consider the Allotment request from the Active Communities Officer at
South Oxfordshire District Council and to consider recommendations to the
Committee (attached)

11.

To note the update on the Planning Application for the Pavilion – see attached

12.

To note the update on the Table Tennis Tables – see attached

13.

To note the Splash Park update and to consider the recommendation to the
Committee (attached)

14.

To note the Bus Shelter report for Ladygrove (request from a resident) and to
consider the recommendation to the Committee (attached)

15.

TBC
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Cllr D Macdonald (Chair)
Cllr A Macdonald
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Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
Monday 18th January 2021 at 7.30pm
Online at Zoom.us
Minutes
Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct
record by the next meeting of this committee.
PRESENT
Councillors:
P Davies.
A Hudson.
A Macdonald.
D Macdonald (Chair).

D Rouane.
A Thompson.
C Wilson.

Officers:
Mrs J Wheeler (Town Clerk)
Mr T Rudge (Outdoor Services Manager)
Mr R Harris (Outdoor Services Manager)
Mr G Langton (Planning and Environment Officer)
Mrs L Blake (Office Services Manager [minutes])
Others:
Philip Mousley (guest and co-chair of Sustainable Didcot)
Philip Mousley addressed the committee as co-chair of Sustainable Didcot.
Cllr D Macdonald noted she was a member of Sustainable Didcot and she would
declare an interest at the proper time.
Sustainable Didcot would like to increase the amount of renewable energy used in
Didcot and would like to propose that Didcot Town Council endorse the ‘Solar
Streets Initiative’ and allow them to use the Town Council’s logo on advertising the
scheme.
Solar streets is a community project partnership with IDDEA delivering low cost solar
photovoltaic installations to whole communities. It requires orders from groups of 10
homes within Didcot, to install solar panels. The idea is ‘bulk’ buying is cheaper. One
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energy supplier had already signed up to the scheme. Sustainable Didcot had
already had 18 people show interest.
£50 from each installation is returned to the community though a Community Benefit
Fund. This could be used by community groups or the Town Council, to the benefit
of the residents of Didcot.
Other Councils have supported the initiative in the past.
Mr Mousley confirmed that Sustainable Didcot would proceed with the initiative
regardless of endorsement from DTC.
Cllr Davies asked what financial commitment the endorsement would cost Didcot
Town Council. Mr Mousely confirmed that there would be no financial commitment.
Cllr Thompson spoke of his reluctance at endorsing private firms.
The Town Clerk explained that there is nothing wrong with endorsing the initiative
and the fact that the company already signed up to the scheme, has quoted Didcot
Town Council for solar panel installation at the Civic Hall, is irrelevant. As a Council
we need to prove we are doing everything we can to encourage and support projects
such as this.
It was agreed to discuss further at minute 83.

77. To receive apologies.
No member tendered their apologies for the meeting.

78. To receive declarations of interest.
Cllr D Macdonald declared that as a member of Sustainable Didcot, she had an
interest in agenda item 7 (minute 83), the green strategy of Didcot, which would
include the request from Philip Mousely regarding the Solar Streets Initiative, in
the discussions.

79. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 16th November
2020.
Cllr D Macdonald proposed, Cllr A Hudson seconded, and it was RESOLVED to
approve the minutes as a true and accurate record of the meeting, subject to the
following amendments:

To add the action ‘remove temporary fencing at Ladygrove Lakes’ to the
action progress report from M12, item 74.

Remove ‘Thame Parish Council’ and add ‘Thame Town Council’ to item
69.
All members agreed.
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80. Questions on the minutes and review the progress report.
Cllr Wilson informed the committee that she had not purchased duck food for the
Ladygrove Lakes but would do so as soon as possible.

The Committee heard the updates for each item as listed on the following 3
pages.
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81. To consider the draft terms of reference of the Tyne Avenue/DTFC
working group.
Cllrs Thompson, Rouane and A Macdonald had met to produce the draft terms of
reference.
Cllr D Rouane proposed, Cllr A Macdonald seconded, and it was RESOLVED to
adopt the terms of reference of the Tyne Avenue/Didcot Town Football Club working
group (appendix 1).

82. To consider the locations suitable to be planted with trees provided by
Councillor Wilson.
The committee heard that Cllr Wilson’s District Councillor grant had been extended
to the end of 2021 and it was hoped the donation been made to Sustainable Didcot
to plant harvestable trees and bushes, primarily in Didcot South, would soon be
used.
It was proposed by Cllr D Macdonald, seconded by Cllrs Rouane and Davies, and
RESOLVED to allow any outstanding trees to be planted on DTC owned land.

83. To consider the green strategy paper provided by Councillor Rouane
(appendix 2).
Cllr Rouane explained that it was important that Didcot Town Council has a Climate
Strategy and Plan which should be made available for residents to view on the
website, to show what Didcot Town Council are currently doing to address Climate
Change. The Planning & Environment Officer explained that one of the town’s
officers was in the process of drafting a climate section on the website.
The Town Clerk informed the committee of the current projects being undertaken by
the Town Council. These included work at the Civic Hall; installation of solar panels,
LED lights and a destratification fan. The progress of these can be shown to both
members and residents.
Cllr Rouane recommended that this approach is adopted.
Cllr D Rouane proposed, Cllr P Davies seconded, and it was RESOLVED to present
the strategy paper to Full Council and recommend it for adoption.
Cllr D Macdonald proposed, Cllr P Davies seconded, and it was RESOLVED to
invite representatives of Sustainable Didcot and the Solar Streets initiative to present
to the next meeting of the Full Council for adoption.
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84. To consider the Outdoor Services Manager’s report.
The committee noted the contents of the report, as follows:
Allotments
Car parking is being restricted on New Road, Mereland Road and Cockcroft sites
due to wet ground conditions. Notices have been erected to notify plot holders not to
drive onto the sites.
Damage has been caused at Cockcroft where a vehicle delivering manure has left
large ruts in the grass roadway. This will be filled in and made safe once the weather
improves.
Play Areas
Play areas are currently open for use, subject to lockdown rules. Tennis courts and
outside gyms are to remain closed. Signs are in place in the playgrounds advising
compliance with 2 metre spacing.
The large climbing frame at the junior play area in Edmonds Park has been totally
removed. Parts were not available to repair the equipment. The climbing frame has
been out of use since March 2020, and although fenced off, children continued to
climb on it, putting themselves in danger.
Cemetery
Between 1st January and 31st December 2020, we have had 31 full burials and 25
cremated remains burials.
Currently 30 mourners plus funeral staff, can attend a graveside service.
Edmonds Park
Junior football returned briefly to Edmonds Par and Loyd Oark in mid-November but
has stopped again during the current lockdown.
Edmonds Park Pavilion
The old building is currently fenced off for safety reasons. Demolition is being held
up, due to the need to apply for Planning permission for both the demolition and for
placing temporary changing facilities on site.
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A bat survey may also be needed due to the location of the pavilion. The electricity
supply has still not been removed due to problems with Opus Energy who must
remove the meter before SSE can disconnect the supply.
Ladygrove Park
Work has been carried out on the field between the tennis courts and the skate park
and it will now be possible to mark out 2 junior football pitches in the area.
These pitches have not yet been allocated to any football club.
Events
Hatwell Funfair have requested the following dates for 2021, these dates are subject
to Government allowing funfairs to operate:


Ladygrove Park
Arrive Tuesday 4th May 2020
Open Friday 7th-Monday 10th May
Close Tuesday 11th-Wednesday 12th for cleaning and assessment of safety
measures
Open Thursday 13th-Sunday 16th May
Leave Monday 17 May 2021

Total trading days = 8 - Income to DTC £2,000


Edmonds Park
Arrive Monday 5th July 2021
Open Friday 9th- Monday 12th July
Close Tuesday & Wednesday for deep cleaning and assessment of measures
Open Thursday 15th-Sunday 18th July
Leave Monday 19th July

Total trading days = 8 – Income to DTC £2,000
Tree Works
Oak Tree, Wheatfields, Stubbings Land. – This tree lost a bough on the 12th August
2020; emergency works were carried out to ensure broken branches were cleared
away and the tree made safe. The District Council’s tree officer inspected the tree
and has allowed a reduction to take place and this work has now been completed at
a cost of £1185. All Oak trees on Didcot Town Council parks have Tree Preservation
Orders (TPO’s) and any pruning work must be approved by the District Council’s tree
officer.
Staffing
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The outdoor services team are currently working reduced hours and some staff are
self-isolating due to either age or medical conditions.
All essential works are being carried out by the team.
85. To receive the FY2020-2021 budget update.
The budget was unavailable and would be considered at the next meeting of the
Committee.

86. To consider the work to maintain water quality at Ladygrove Lakes.
The generator used at the lakes, had been stolen but the Outdoor Services Manager
explained that the larger lake was improving, probably because of the weather. The
cost of using the generator was £6,240 annually, the cost of the gas cylinders. Due
to the loss of the generator, there was no aeration activity at the lakes.
There had been some trouble with the original company who were to install the solar
panel island on the lake, but a second company had been identified to carry out the
work.
The company would provide a complete Solar Powered Diffused Aeration System
using floating solar panels system, (reducing the risk of theft and vandalism) at a
cost of £17,174. It was noted that the original quote had been £7,684.
The Committee herard that the funds could be vired from other cost centres, £10,000
could be taken from the ‘Ladygrove Park and Lakes’ cost centre, while the remaining
could be taken from the ‘Ladygrove Lake staging budget’. The staging will not be
replaced in this financial year.
The Town Clerk confirmed the increased spend and cost centre change would need
to be reported to the Finance & General Purposes committee.
Cllr Davies asked if the fencing can be moved towards the lake. The Outdoor
Services Manager agreed this could be done in future.
It was proposed by Cllr D Mcdonald, seconded by Cllr Wilson, and RESOLVED to
vire the money between the cost centres, as mentioned above.

87. To consider the report on the installation of a path at Stubbings Land.
The Outdoor Services Manager reported the progress on this item.
Estimates have been received for laying a path to the following specification:
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120m length x 1.8m wide Bituminous base and surface course
100mm deep subbase granular material
240m concrete edging kerbs
All 3 estimates have come in above £25,000 and therefore this project has been put
out to tender on the Government Contract finder with a closing date of 12th February
2021.
The report was noted.

88. To consider the ‘wild areas’ at Town Council parks and on council
owned or controlled land.
Mr Harris, the new Outdoor Services Manager, reported that progress on a new
‘wildflower area’ on the Broadway has been started. This would be completed in
stages; Stage 1 - lift the soil and remove, Stage 2 – Rotavate and Stage 3 – Seed
(usually planted in April-May). He explained that there has been positive feedback
from members of the public. Cllr D Macdonald agreed reporting she had seen
positive comments on social media.
Mr Harris was asked to suggest more areas to become wild areas and he gave the
flower beds next to Broadway allotments, as a suggestion but would consider other
areas too as his knowledge of the town developed.

89. To consider the report on the Council’s sourcing and use of electric
vehicles and tools for the Outside Services Team.
The Outdoor Services Manager recommended that the Committee review the report,
note the options available and recognise the report as an interim report into vehicle
options available.
Currently the Outdoor Services have 3 vehicles and 2 tractors to addition to various
mowing machine. They vehicles are:




Nissan Cabstar (Diesel – leased)
Ford Ranger (Diesel – leased)
John Deere Gator (petrol – lease purchase)

The 2 tractors are owned, one a Ford with a loader bucket which is over 20 years old
and will need replacing soon, and a 5-year-old Iseki. Both are diesel.
The lease on the Nissan Cabstar was originally for 4 years. This has been extended
and can be extended by a further 6 months. The current lease cost is £323.36 per
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The committee was asked to consider its response to requests from residents to
metal- detect on Town Council owned or controlled land.
Cllr Davies explained that item 10 of the report (potential problems with metal
detecting on any land) are easily rectified. Anyone wishing to metal detect on land
owned or controlled by the Town Council, should be a member of the National
Council for Metal Detecting, follow the Code of Conduct and have insurance. The
National Code specifically states the rules regarding digging flaps in the soil and
leaving holes. Any finds will be covered by the Treasure Act of 1996.
Areas such as Playgrounds and Football pitches were mentioned as areas to avoid.
Cllr Wilson suggested a ‘trial period’ of approximately one year.
Agreements would need to be signed and the Outdoor Services Team would need to
check on the detectors once they have permission. Specific dates and locations
would need to be approved beforehand and a Model Search Agreement would need
to be signed.
It was proposed by Cllr Davies, seconded by Cllr Rouane and RESOLVED to
recommend to Full Council that a Metal Detecting Policy be considered for adoption,
which should include membership to the National Council of Metal Detecting, a
Model Search Agreement and be restricted to only certain areas of Town Council
land, to be agreed at a later date.

The meeting closed at 21:45.

Signed ______________________Chairman

Date:______
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Appendix 1 - Working Group on issues which can be addressed with Didcot Town Football Club
Draft Terms of Reference

The purpose of the working group is to communicate with DTFC to establish a good working
relationship between the two bodies. In the first instance this should be limited to whether
agreement can be reached on the following matters of common interest:
1. Tyne Avenue – to establish the precise area of land which could be transferred from DTFC to
DTC and on what terms, and to establish the costs to the council of the transfer and
maintenance of the land.
2. Access via the public footpath across DTFC land linking Ladygrove Park and Willowbrook.
Actions required:
1. Establish with the Outdoor Services Manager the estimated costs of the transfer and
maintaining the land:
a. Fixing drain cover
b. Making safe the steps (e.g. fitting a handrail)
c. Ongoing maintenance
d. Tree maintenance when required
2. Gain approval from F&GP for these costs
3. Contact the football club to begin discussions
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Appendix 2 - An approach to a climate strategy
Climate change is a huge issue and it is difficult to know where to start. An approach used by the climate charity Possible is to cut the problem down into 5
challenges and then think of examples of work we could do to address that challenge.
We have used the 5 challenge heading that they used but we need to refine them to fit our purposes and come up with our own examples to build into a
work programme. This is best done as a collaborative exercise, say at an open session the Environment & Climate Change Committee.

Audit
Where are we in terms of carbon usage now. We asked for an audit previously, can we see it?
What have we already done?
We need a list of what we have already done, or are planning to do and encourage others to do (current status)
The challenges we face
Where can we make the most difference
Nature
Energy
Travel
Consumption
How can we work with
How can we reduce the
How can we promote low
How can we change what
nature to capture carbon
energy we consume and
carbon travel
we eat or buy to reduce the
and mitigate the effects of
ensure that the energy use
climate impact
climate change
is low carbon
Things we should do
Is it something that we have to do, can do, or should inspire others to do?
1. Plant trees, hedgerows, 1. Insulate our own
1. Promote active travel
1. Ensure councils
wild plants on the land
buildings
within the town
purchasing policy
that we own
2. Buy our energy from
2. Promote the use of EV
supports reduced
2. Promote tree planting
green suppliers
carbon
by residents in their
3. Fit solar panels
2. Promote shopping
gardens
4. Fit heat pumps
locally
3. Set up community
5. Invest in community
gardens
energy schemes

Planning/construction
How can we influence
planning application process
to make it more climate
friendly

1. Request solar panels
and EV charging on all
applications.
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Specific Projects

How are ideas raised, discussed and authorised?
What do we need to ask:
 How important is it?
 How urgent is it? When does it need to be done by?
 How much does it cost?
 How much work is involved?
 What is the benefit (to the town and to the environment)?

Devise, on the basis of the answers and any contemporary issues, a system of assigning priority to each project, which will inform and
monitor the progress of each programme.
How does this get approved

2925 Town Council
Didcot

Budget report - journals
Item 5

Environment & Climate Committee
15th March 2021
Report author: Robert Harris and Janet Wheeler

Proposed carry-over of funds to next financial year
Introduction
1. A number of cost centres have not been spent due in part to the difficulties of
progressing projects during the pandemic. The Outside Services Manager is
suggesting the following cost centres where unspent money should be
transferred over to the next financial year.

For consideration (figures as @ February 2021)
3150 Plants - £3,464 – to allow a wider variety of planting material throughout the
year - spring into summer.
3158 Trees - £6989 – For emergency works and re-planting
3162 Football pitches - £4,000 – to repair and give better drainage requires more
funding
32520 Cemetery improvements – £2,000
32521 Ladygrove Park - £2,000 – ongoing tree works for next winter
Splashpark £200,000 will roll over anyway and the Stubbings Land pathway order
will be started in the current financial year.

Robert Harris – Outside Services Manager
Janet Wheeler – Town Clerk

5-1

2925 Town Council
Didcot

Outdoor Services Manager’s Report
Item 6

Environment Committee
15th March 2021
Report authors: Robert Harris

Outdoor Services Manager Report
Introduction
1. This report asks the Committee to consider the items which have been reevaluated and decide if these works are to be carried out.
2. Feedback on recent events within the report period and vandalism.

Recommendation
3. That the Committee reviews the report, notes work completed and considers
making a decision where required.

Allotments
4. Car parking is being restricted on New Road, Mereland Road & Cockcroft sites
due to wet ground conditions, notices have been erected to notify plot holders not
to drive onto the sites.
5. Damage has been caused at Cockcroft where a vehicle delivering manure has
left large ruts in the grass roadway, once weather improves this will need to be
filled in and made safe.
6. We have tried to rectify the damage created at Cockcroft using turf taken from
else were and repair the damaged area without incurring any cost to the council,
but we have received an email from the chair of the Didcot allotment society with
a complaint regarding these works, and we have been asked to remove the soil
and turf and repair with gravel. I will suggest to the Allotment Liaison group that
we will cover the cost of the labour if they cover the costs of the materials.
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Play Areas
7. Play areas are currently open for use although this may change if government
lockdown rules are changed. There are a lot of outstanding repairs required on
virtually all play areas and these have been ongoing repairs that have never been
carried out. I would like to suggest that we have them professionally inspected
and repaired to ensure their safety and use this opportunity as a refresh and start
again. All five Zip wires also need inspecting for safety the zip wires quotes are
between 780.00 plus vat per inspection including some repairs and 480.00 plus
vat without any repairs (Decision required to allow works). I have had a quote
to inspect the parks the company is ROSPA registered, and the quote is for
1475.12 plus vat, this appears to be a lot cheaper than using a manufacturing
play equipment company and they can carry out the repairs far cheaper. They
may have a solution to some of the gym repairs as they carry lots of stock
alternatives for the outdoor play equipment and gym equipment.
8. During the first lockdown Councils were instructed to close all play areas but the
instruction currently is to close tennis courts and outside gyms but play areas can
remain open if social distancing is observed. Signs are in place advising
compliance with 2 metre spacing and gyms are taped off.

Cemetery
9. Currently 30 mourners plus undertakers & bearers can attend graveside funerals.
There have been two applications for benches to be installed. One being a white
painted wooden bench which is 150cm long, the second bench is a natural
wooden teak bench 123cm Long (Decision required).
10. We have carried out some tree works; all the trees have been pruned and lifted to
allow easier access for the hearse. The flower beds are being prepaid for some
planting to be done for aesthetics.

Edmonds Park
11. Currently there is no football taking place on the park. The first cut of the season
has been carried out in case the football is restarted and we should have both
lining pieces of equipment up and running by the end of March. (Decision
required are we to remark the football pitches).

Loyds Rec
12. Loyds rec will have its first cut by the 12th of March in readiness for the football to
continue. (Decision required are we to remark the football pitches).
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Edmonds Park Pavillion
13. The old building is currently fenced off for safety reasons. Demolition is being
held up because we need to seek advice on Planning Permission for the demolition
and the placing of temporary changing facilities on the site. We had previously been
informed that this was not necessary.
14. We may also need to carry out a bat survey due to the location of the pavilion.
15. The electricity supply has still not been removed due to issues with Opus Energy
who must remove the meter before SSE can disconnect the supply. I have been in
contact with Opus energy they had not disconnected the meters as a payment to
carry this out had not been made which has been part of the problem, the payment
has now been delayed until a (decision Required) has been made regarding the
demolition company as we may not have to disconnect the meters. I have a quote to
demolish the Pavilion which would include boxing in the power supply into a secure
external electrical cabinet containing the power cables and the meters and relocating
the water sauce to a below surface so reconnection can then be carried out when
the welfare units go into place, this would avoid all dealings with all the power
companies. The quote is for 18822.57. This does not include the resurfacing or
creating a new pad for the welfare units to sit on this would be further 13194.08 plus
vat as the ground would be left uneven and will require works to it before the welfare
units are put in place. (decision Required)
16. I am in discussion to Stuart Cole from Oxfordshire CC from the innovation and
research department who is keen to lend us some monitoring equipment and helping
us set this up to record any activity for bats in or near the pavilion at Edmonds park
this will form the basis of the activity report required for the demolition planning
application (if required), and this should hopefully be free of charge which will save
us having to find a bat worker or purchasing any equipment for me to carry out the
survey. These works can only be carried out nearer spring at the end of April/May. A
Permitted development request has gone into SODC we await there reply.

Ladygrove Park
17. (Tony) Work has been carried out on the field between the tennis courts and the
skate park and it will now be possible to mark out 2 junior football pitches in this
area. These pitches have not yet been allocated to any football club. All football is
suspended due to the covid-19 government lockdown. (Robert) I have emailed the
FA representative for the area and requested an inspection at the Ladygrove park
and hopefully he will be able to produce a report on the condition of the grass and
subsoil structure and advise us of our options and how we best approach any works
or recommendations they may come up with, I would suggest to save some money
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and hopefully avoid bringing in any contractors to carry out very specific works
required on the pitches that a few members of the Outdoor team are trained in the
preparation of sports surfaces. The consultant’s charges are £1,818.00 (Decision
required)
18. The play area has an ongoing issue with flooding on the main tower play
equipment this has been placed in an incorrect position it sits in a valley and will
always flood due to the high water table in the area, I have been out and looked at
this with contractors and they have all said the same, drainage is not possible as the
levels are all wrong, I asked a play equipment installer Centurian Services to look at
this and if it is possible to move this piece of equipment to a higher section of ground
near the railings near the road and this area can also hold the new sand pit I am
waiting for his quote for these works.

Ladygrove Lakes
19. We have been cutting back around the lakes in preparation for the
spring/summer season these works should be sufficient until the winter of 2021. We
have placed wire on the islands to help reduce the amount of nesting options for the
Canadian geese as the Licence to take and destroy eggs and nests seems to be
unavailable, the new guidelines that I could find suggested that the taking of eggs
and nest destroying was permitted as long as the Wildlife and Coutryside Act 1981
guidelines where followed such as not creating any further disturbances to wildlife or
nesting birds. So, we have taken the least destructive method and that was to restrict
breeding sites by placing chicken wire around the islands restricting access.

Broadway flower beds and Civic Hall
20. The Broadway flower beds have been made ready for the wildflower seeds to be
spread which will take place in April/May. The beds had all the turf removed and the
soil turned over making them ready for the seeds. The roses from these beds were
removed and replanted in the bed immediately in front of the civic hall. The flower
beds in and around the civic hall have been revamped and all the weeds and ivy
taken out and replanted or made ready for new planting which will be ordered over
the next few weeks.

Stubbings Land Footpath
21. The contract to carry out the footpath works has been awarded to Centurian
Services, this company carriers out vast amounts of work for other local authorities
such as London Borough of Ealing and quite happy to work with local
Authorities/Councils the contract price was 18392.38 plus vat. I was provided with
two commercial references that I contacted, and they came back exemplary. If
anyone wishes to see the final quote it is a 50-page document which I have in the
offices. This company has also provided me with a very competitive quote to
demolish the pavilion.
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22. I have been in discussion with Claire Thirlwall from Thirlwall Associates
regarding the planting of the trees in and around the council’s land and Claire has
produced a plan for planting which I have passed on to Cllr Celia Wilson for opinions
and approval, I have agreed to meet with Claire and to go over the planting list
provided so we can move this project on and get the required trees/hedging ordered
for this coming Autumn, we have discussed several options and planting schemes
which I’m sure we can do and by doing so will improve the biodiversity and air quality
in and around Didcot. The Miyanki Forests/woodlands formed part of my plan, but
we will require a budget for these works as there are specific guidelines to follow a
vast amount of organic soil fertiliser or drainage material is required to create specific
growing conditions which help the forest survive and flourish and establish a lot
quicker than normally. I have contacted Earthwatch who part funded Witneys
Miyanki Forest to see if there was any funding available, I have mentioned we have
the space and requested funding. I will be asking Witney if I can make a visit there to
see how this was established.

Tree Policy
23. The council does not currently have a tree policy, whilst this would involve quite a
bit of work is this something the Councillors would like to have in place. (Decision
required).

Tree Works
24. Tim Wetherhill is currently carrying out the annual tree inspection surveys this
should be completed by the 16th Feb the report will follow. There are some
outstanding High risks works that require attention and I will be contacting tree
surgeons to obtain quotes.

Staffing
25. The outdoor services team, have had two members of staff that have undergone
covid-19 tests and they have both come back negative. We are currently operating at
full strength; one member of staff is now back to work after a long-term illness. We
have one member of the team who is carrying a repetitive strain injury and may
require being signed off from work this has been caused by incorrect tool use
(Handheld blower and strimming for longer periods than should have been permitted
under H&S guidelines).
26. The Outdoor team has undergone some urgent training on Health and safety at
work they have received some training on Manuel lifting and working at heights this
was carried out in February, and First Aid at work training will take place at the Civic
Hall under social distancing requirements and guidance in March. I have purchased
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3 life vests for staff to work safely while working in and around the ladygrove lakes
and for safe working in the boat this is in line with current H&S guidelines.
27. The Outdoor team have now all been provided with uniforms and hi vis wet
weather clothing in line with current H&S guidelines. They have been supplied with
the correct groundworkers safety helmets which have ear defenders and face visor
on them and new gloves in in accordance with the current H&S guidelines. Some still
require footwear but these are on order.

Tools
28. These hand tools have been purchased for the 2021 season. These were either
not available for use or old and damaged beyond repair.
 Pitch Forks x2. (Purchased)
 Branch Loppers x2. (Purchased)
 Secateurs x2. (Purchased)
 Lawn edging shears x2. (Purchased)
 Hand Trowels x3. (Purchased)
 Boot cleaner (Approved John Moody). (Purchased)
 Yard Door/Dust mats (Agreed with John Moody awaiting to be ordered)

Events
29. Hatwell Funfair have requested the following dates for 2021, these dates are
subject to Government allowing funfairs to operate.
Ladygrove Park
Arrival 12th April.
Open Friday 16th April to Monday the 19th April. (Decision required)
Open Friday 23rd April to Sunday 25th. (Decision required)
Leaving on Monday the 26th April.
Total trading days = 7 - Income to DTC £1750.00
Arrive Tuesday 4th May 2020 (Cancelled in last meeting)
Open Friday 7th-Monday 10th May
Close Tuesday 11th-Wednesday 12th for cleaning and assessment of safety
measures
Open Thursday 13th-Sunday 16th May
Leave Monday 17 May 2021
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Total trading days = 8 - Income to DTC £2,000

Edmonds Park
Arrive Monday 5th July 2021 (Decision required)
Open Friday 9th- Monday 12th July
Close Tuesday & Wednesday for deep cleaning and assessment of measures
Open Thursday 15th-Sunday 18th July
Leave Monday 19th July
Total trading days = 8 – Income to DTC £2,000
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Didcot
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Environment & Climate Committee
15th March 2021
Report author: Robert Harris

Outdoor Services vehicle replacement
Introduction
1. This report updates the Committee on the replacement of one of the vehicles
used by the Outdoor Services staff.

Recommendation
2. That the Committee reviews the report, notes the options available and
recognises the present document as an interim report into vehicle options
available.

Background & Update
3. Currently the Outdoor Services have 3 vehicles and 2 tractors in addition to
various mowing machines. They are a Nissan Cabstar (Diesel - leased), a Ford
Ranger (diesel - leased) and a John Deere Gator (petrol - lease purchase). The 2
tractors are owned, one a Ford with loader bucket which is over 20 years old and
will need replacing in the near future, the other is a 5-year-old Iseki both are
diesel.
4. I would suggest the new electric vehicle replaces the Nissan. I have spoken to
the leasing company regarding the Nissan lease, which has now finished, and we
are now leasing this vehicle under a rolling month to month basis which we are
paying more for each month. We used to pay 323.36 per month but we now pay
388.02 per month. We can only keep this going until August then the vehicle will
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have to be returned as they only ever allow 84 months leases this is the
maximum.
5. We may be able to purchase the vehicle outright but have been waiting since
mid-December for a price, I have requested this price again and await the price.
6. Goupil G4 -04 Tipper

Electric 4-wheeled, 2 seat Light Commercial Vehicle (eLCV)
Right hand drive.
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100% electric, road speed up to 31mph, 900kg carrying capacity.
Built in charger which connects to normal 3 pin socket.
Total cost £27,216.00p
The vehicle can be leased on a 4-year lease at £669.54 per month which
includes maintenance but not damage or abuse. Total cost of leasing £32,137.92.
7. The Goupil G4 -04 Tipper and the Goupil G2 has been on trial since the 11-022021 to the 16-02-2021.
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The ET Lander
8. The ET Lander is a fully 100% electric vehicle and comes with options on the
batteries configuration and can be configured to your bespoke requirements with
far too many options to mention in this report (Brochure is available on shared
drive).
9. A site Visit was arranged in Banbury on the 5th February and was attended by Cllr
Mocky Khan, Cllr Phil Davies myself and Steve from the outdoor team, this was
to evaluate the vehicle and to test drive it. We were the first clients in the UK to
view and drive this new vehicle. The vehicle was viewed and tested, and it was
felt that this vehicle was best suited for our use/Location.
10. This vehicle starts off at 25k with a basic chassis and is built up from there adding
onto the vehicle what would be considered/required for the purpose of your site
area, such as a tipping back/water bowser. The vehicle is bespoke to your
requirements the fully loaded version costs is approximately 35k
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11. The vehicle has a 1 tonne carrying capcity and can tow up to 750kg which means
pulling a trailor or chipper would not create any issues.
12. It has a range of up to 8hrs running time which means using the vechile all day
would not create any battery discharging issues. The vehicle could be avalible in
as little as a six weeks turn around. The Pellenc range or electric tools can be
used directly off the vehicle or it can be fitted with a convertor so the batteries
from the Pellenc range can be charged out in the field.
13. A video of this vechile is avalible on https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6cpJkadnU8
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2925 Town Council
Didcot

Environment & Climate Committee
15th March 2021
Report author: Robert Harris

Outdoor Services Equipment report
Introduction
1. This report updates the Committee on the current equipment being used or is
required by the Outdoor Services staff.

Recommendation
2. That the Committee reviews the report, notes the options available and
recognises the present document as an interim report into equipment
requirements and damaged equipment.

Background & Update
3. Currently the Outdoor Services have 3 vehicles and 2 tractors in addition to
various mowing machines. They are a Nissan Cabstar (Diesel - leased), a Ford
Ranger (diesel - leased) and a John Deere Gator (petrol - lease purchase). The 2
tractors are owned, one a Ford with loader bucket which is over 20 years old and
will need replacing soon, the other is a 5-year-old Iseki both are diesel. Upon
starting with Didcot Town Council, I have found several issues with the
equipment it was damaged and has not been repaired fully or beyond repair. And
some equipment that we should have to aid us in our works we appear not to
have. These issues appear to have been due to a lack of maintenance and/or full
repairs or funds and have not carried out and this I believe has led us to the
current situation and larger repair bills.
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4. Ransome Parkway: This cutting tractor has had to have extensive works carried
out on it for us to be able to use it for this season, and to bring the machine back
into current use under H&S guidelines, it appears that not have had all the
service work required to keep it running correctly and safety, the problems on the
machine have accumulated over several seasons. The tractor was due for an
annual service which it went in for and the report came back showing some major
faults which could become an operational issue and have safety issues for the
operator. I sent John Moody the quote and he approved the works including the
safety works and this tractor. Currently we are just waiting for spare parts to
come in and then the tractor will be returned to us fully functional. The costs of
these works where 2846.14 inc vat.
5. Ransome HR300: This grass tractor seems to be the least damaged piece of
equipment it required some works but nothing major and has had the work
carried out. The quote was approved by John Moody.
6. Iseki SX622: This is a grass cutting and collecting tractor and is the only grass
collecting tractor we have and was being mainly used to collect Autumn leaves in
the parks. Unfortunately, this was the most damaged vehicle in the fleet, the
cutting deck gear box was seized and the quote for the works to get this back into
use was 5326.71, we have been offered a part ex for up to 2500.00 plus vat
which can be used on either a newer version of the Iseki SX622 model or to use
for other pieces of equipment. We may require such items as a set of arms and
bucket for the Iseki P919 FCF tractor, or chipper, or a rotary cutting deck with a
larger cutting surface. I have had a meeting at the yard with a representative from
PA Turney to see what other equipment we can get with the trade in. (Decision
required for what action to take)
7. Iseki TG5470: This tractor is a very underused piece of equipment the reason for
this is that it was purchased with very little understanding of this type of
equipment and can only be used for pulling a trailer. The tractor came without
any weight bar on the front so lifts of the ground if any heaver piece of equipment
is attached to the rear which is beyond the weight capacity rendering the tractor
pretty much pointless. I have discussed all these issues with John Moody and we
both agree that we should sauce some other pieces of equipment that can be
used on this tractor the first peace to purchase is a set of weight bars if possible,
that can go on the front. Then we can look for equipment such as lifting arms and
a loading bucket for the front (In which case the weight bars will not be required)
and if possible, a chipper that can be mounted on the rear and if possibly a
cutting gang for grass cutting that can be towed. (There is a quote for these items
below) (Decision required)
Turney Quote for attachments Iseki TG5470.
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Item 1
One New Weight Frame Plus 7 X 25 kg Weights to fit onto your existing Iseki 5470
Tractor.
For the Sum of 904.00
Less discount 136.00
Total 768.00 plus vat
Item 2
One New MX C4 Loader complete with 1.6- meter bucket and 400 kg Counterbalance weight to fit onto your existing Iseki 5470 tractor.
Lifting Height 2.90 meters, Lifting Capacity at implement pivot 620 kg
For the sum of 7160.00
Less discount 1,248.00
Total. 5,912.00 plus vat
Item 3 (Grass cutting)
Full width Rear Rollers for stripe effect, Swing tip blades for superb cut, Wide angle
PTO for sharp turns, Baffles around blades for even grass distribution. 5mm plate
steel.
Working Width 3.2 meters, Overall Width 3.35 meters Transport width 2.1 meters,
Weight 1,360kg Cutting Height 10mm>110mm Number of Spindles 9, 35 HP
requirement
3- year warranty
For the sum of 20,460.00
Less discount 4,500.00
One Off Price only
Total 15,860.00 plus vat
Total Cost including Highway Kit, Sprung axle Mudguard and Lights.
For the sum of 21,400.00
Less discount 3,745.00
Total 17,655.00 Plus vat
Item 4
One New Forst PT6 3- point Linkage PTO Driven Tractor Wood- Chipper.
This machine is used by Councils, Golf Courses, and contractors.
Specifications
Front Roller Aperture 6” X 8”, Feed Roller System, Auto intelligence No stress
System
Machine weight 630 kg 3- year Warranty,
For the Sum of 11,940.00
Less discount 1,990.00
Total 9,950.00 Plus vat
To Collect and repair your Lewis 25 Q loader. 568.00 (Decision required)
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Part Exchange Value of your Iseki SXG 326 Mower 2,500.00
Part Exchange Value of your 1520 Tractor Loader and Wessex Mower 3,750.00
8. Ford Holland tractor: This is fitted with a set of Lewis Lugger 250 arms and
bucket, which is damaged and is becoming more dangerous to use as the bucket
is lifting on one good hydraulic arm, this tractor is only being used as a last resort
I have made this clear to the outdoor services team that this is not to be used as
an everyday tractor. It was agreed that I was to try and sauce a set of used arms
and replace the damaged set, a set has been found and negotiations are under
way, there has been some communications issues with the owner who are in N.
Ireland the costs of these are under 2k if we can secure these from eBay. John
Moody approved. I mentioned the repairs to Turney’s and they are certain this
can be repaired at a lot lower cost than purchasing a new set. (There is a quote
for these items above) (Decision Required)

9. Fleet Line Marker: We currently have one working line machine the second one
is at fleet awaiting a quote for repairs to be carried out this was
authorised(J.Wheeler) and the works are going ahead.

10. Stihl Strimmer’s: We currently have two working strimmer’s we require a 3rd one
and are awaiting authorisation on the purchase a third, or authorisation to go
ahead and order the electric Pellenc from RT machines which was quoted as
4170.00, this quote includes a replacement hand blower which we currently
require and harness and battery pack. (Decision required)
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Didcot Town Council

Environment & Climate Committee
15th March 2021
Report author: Lucy Blake

Allotment Liaison Group
Introduction
1. The Town Council continues to update its rules in response to issues arising and
the needs of allotment holders. Consequently, the Allotment Review Working
Group (ARWG) have met and suggested the rules and all other documentation
relating to the allotments, be updated.
2. The Allotment Liaison Group (ALG) met on 25th February 2021 and agreed the
final changes to the documents. It was also agreed to request that the
Environment and Climate Committee consider allowing allotment holders to have
a BBQ on their allotment site, with their own family and/or other allotment tenants
(when restrictions allow).
3. The Terms of Reference for the ALG need revising, due to staff changes.

Recommendation
4. The Committee should decide:
a. Whether to adopt the amended Tenancy Agreement, Rules, Dog Policy,
Livestock Policy, Inspection Procedure and Guidance on Deposit
Returns (used by officers) – attached.
b. Whether to amend the Terms of Reference for the ALG.
c. Whether to ban the use of industrial weed killer spraying using a
knapsack backpack sprayer or a 5-10 litre pressurised pump by
allotment tenants unless permission is granted by the Town Council
after proof of the PA1 and PA6 qualification has been shown.
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5. The Committee should decide if it is appropriate to allow allotment holders to hold
bbqs on the allotments, with their own families and/or other allotment holders
(when restrictions allow).
6. The Committee should note the allotment burn dates for 2021 (5th April – 11th
April inclusive, 18th August – 25th August inclusive and 25th October – 6th
November inclusive) and should decided if they are to approve the 3rd burn date
this year. This will be the August burn date.

Background
7. Didcot Town Council constantly reviews the allotment rules and policies to make
sure they are up to date.
8. The ARWG met several times to discuss changes to these documents.
9. The suggested changes were presented to the ALG on 25th February 2021, to
consider. The changes included making the rules clearer, only allowing new
tenants to have a tenancy on a maximum of 2 plots (from 1st April 2021) and
shortening the inspection procedure (all documents are attached).
10. The ALG agreed to recommend that these changes be presented to the
Environment and Climate Committee to be reviewed and adopted before the
invoices are sent out at the end of March.
11. The use of weed killer spray has been discussed often at ALG meetings. It is the
view of the allotment representatives and that of the Outside Services Manager
(OSM) that the Town Council consider banning the use of industrial concentrated
weed killer spray on the allotments, although limited use of shop bought
weedkiller (pre-mixed, unconcentrated) should be permitted to be undertaken by
tenants where a limited amount of weed exists.
Permission may be granted by the Town Council for those who can provide proof
of a PA1 and PA6 qualification which shows they have the relevant training and
knowledge of how to use it safely and that it is not used near to any freshwater
courses.
Previously we have had damage to adjacent plots and the removal of pathways
due to the open use of spray.
12. Some allotment representatives had been approached by allotment tenants
regarding the desire to have a family BBQ on their allotment plot. When
restrictions are not in place, some tenants use the allotments as a social activity.
This would need to be added to the rules, should the Committee approve.

Legal Implications
13. Under s.23 of the Small Holdings and Allotments Act 1908, the Town Council has
a statutory duty to provide allotment gardens to residents and to enforce the rules
associated with this.
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Financial Implications
14. There will be no financial implications arising from this report. If anything,
reducing inspection times could mean that the Town Council can re-let allotments
more efficiently and generate more income each financial year.

Risk Implications
15. The new tenancy agreement will only come into effect for new tenants from 1st
April 2021. It will not apply to existing tenants.
The rules, however, will be appliable to all. They will be sent out with the rent
invoices at the end of March, and to cut the cost of postage and paper being
used, we will inform all tenants that the revised policies regarding keeping hens
and having dogs on the allotments, are on our website.
16. The new documents will be put in the notice boards on each site, so that every
tenant can see them.
17. If the Committee allows allotment tenants to have BBQs on site, notices will need
to be put up to inform allotment holders that BBQs should not be left unattended.
Notices will need to be placed on the notice boards on all sites.
18. Should a tenant wish to have a ‘hard copy’, this can be arranged.
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Best Town Council
Didcot

Allotment Liaison Group
Thursday 25th February 2021 at 7:00pm
Zoom
Minutes
PRESENT
Allotment Representatives:
Mr T Hyrcko
Mr A Feest
Ms T Feest
Mr P Phillips
Ms M Samuels
Mr B Phillips

(New Road)
(Broadway)
(Broadway)
(Mereland Road)
(Wantage Road)
(Cockcroft)

Officers:
Mr R Harris
Mrs L Blake

(Outdoor Services Manager)
(Office Services Manager)

Councillor representatives:
Cllr Pam Siggers
Cllr Mark McNeill
Cllr Eleanor Hards

(Broadway)
(New Road)
(Cockcroft)

Members of the public:
None.
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1. APOLOGIES
Apologies were tendered from site representative Peter Phillips on behalf of Brian Tilley.
2. MINUTES
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 6th October 2020 be approved and
noted as such.
3. QUESTIONS FROM THE MINUTES
 Sign for Broadway
AF had a question regarding an item from a previous meeting in 2019. He asked about
the progress of the sign for the Broadway allotment.
The previous Outdoor Services Manager (OSM) had informed AF that the sign had
already been paid for but was waiting to be fitted. RH (the new OSM) explained that he
had no knowledge of this sign but will investigate this asap.
4. OUTDOOR SERVICES MANAGERS REPORT
The OSM introduced himself to all the members of the group, explaining that he was
keen to resolve issues on the allotments quickly and efficiently with the help of all site
representatives and to help and advise reps when needed.
A list of current issues on the allotment sites, has been made.
5. TO DISCUSS AND AGREE THE REVISED ALLOTMENT DOCUMENTS AS
SUGGESTED BY THE ALLOTMENT REVIEW WORKING GROUP, FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER AND ADOPT ON 15TH
MARCH 2021
5a. Tenancy Agreement
This document was discussed. All changes were agreed with the exception of
alterations being made to points:
 3d. the spelling mistake of the word ‘notice boards’ – suggested by Cllr Hards
 4. To make the language more inclusive – suggested by Cllr McNeill
 13. To add the Appeals Procedure reference – suggested by Cllr Hards
It was also agreed that the Allotment Appeals Procedure be accessible for all.
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5b. Allotment Rules
It was agreed to change the words ‘Tenant Agreement’ to ‘Tenancy Agreement’, as
suggested by Cllr Hards.
Other alterations were also agreed. These were to points:
 1. To remove the sentence ‘The last allotment holder leaving the site must ensure
that the gate is secure and locked’ as suggested by Cllr McNeill
 7. To replace the word ‘chickens’ with ‘hens’. This will need to be changed on the
Livestock Policy too – as suggested by Cllr Hards
 18. To revise the guidance on weedkiller sprays. It is the general view of all
allotment representatives and the OSM that the use of concentrated industrial weed
killer spray (knapsack backpack spray and 5-10litre pressurised pump sprayers),
should not be allowed to be used by allotment tenants, unless they can provide proof
to the Town Council that they are PA1 and PA6 qualified.
Damage has been done to pathways and adjacent plots when weed killer spray has
been used in the past. The use of ‘shop bought’ weed killer will be allowed.
The group AGREED the suggested changes.
5c. Dog Policy
Cllr Hards explained that the current policy does not state the maximum number of dogs
allowed on site, per allotment tenant.
It was AGREED by the group, to add a maximum number of 2 dogs per allotment
holder, to the policy.
5d. Livestock Policy
Changes were agreed to be made to the first statement as per the change to the rules,
section 7, so that it reads ‘hens’.
Cllr Hards pointed out the word ‘is’ should be replaced with ‘are’ where the policy states
the required conditions for keeping livestock on the allotments.
She also suggested to re-word the first sentence regarding rabbits to read:
“Under section 12 of the Allotment Act 1950, it is permitted to keep rabbits on
allotments”.
The group AGREED with these suggested changes.
5e. Inspection Procedure
Changes to points 1-3 as suggested by Cllr Hards, were:
 1. To include ‘letter’ – as email was mentioned twice.
 2. To change the 4 week period to 2 weeks.
 3. To add the Appeals Procedure reference.
These changes were AGREED by the group.
5f. Guidance for Deposit Returns (Officers use only)
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The only agreed change to this document was to change the word ‘satisfactory’ to
‘acceptable’ to match the description on the inspection procedure.
The guidance will be used as a guide only, certain issues on allotments in regards to
specific weeds, will be taken into consideration.
It was AGREED that the changes to all the documents, be presented to the
Environment and Climate Committee to consider and hopefully adopt at the next
meeting.
6. AGREE THE BURN DATES FOR 2021
Cllr A Macdonald confirmed at the last Allotment Review Working Group meeting held
on 9th February, that the ALG could decide the 2 burn dates for 2021 and just inform the
Environment and Climate Committee on 15th March 2021.
The dates chosen by the group, were:
 5th – 11th April inclusive
 25th October – 6th November inclusive
An additional burn date of 18th – 25th August, was suggested. Previous years have
allowed 3 burn dates. The group agreed to seek approval from the Environment and
Climate Committee at its next meeting.
It was AGREED to ask the Environment and Climate Committee to allow the additional
burn date this year.
7. TO AGREE THE SUGGESTED LETTER TO ACCOMPANY INVOICES
Letters are sent with invoices to all allotment holders each year, informing them of any
changes, issues, and other information across our allotment sites.
Cllr E Hards suggested rephrasing the section regarding the burn dates. ‘Organic waste’
could be misconstrued. It was discussed and agreed to change the sentence to ‘only
burn plant waste from your allotment’. It was also agreed to remove the offer of emailing
documents to allotment holders, but state that if they require a ‘hard copy’ to contact
Didcot Town Council.
Cllr E Hards also suggested moving the ‘Document’ section further up the letter, to
underneath the ‘New Outdoor Services Manager’ point.
It was AGREED to send this letter to the Environment and Climate Committee to
consider and hopefully adopt.
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8. TO DECIDE IF THE TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THIS GROUP, NEED
UPDATING
The terms of reference for the Allotment Liaison Group needs updating since Didcot
Town Council no longer has a Deputy Town Clerk. The Deputy Town Clerk is
mentioned in the terms of reference as a member of the group.
Cllr E Hards suggested changing the membership section from:
“Two bi-annually elected allotment representatives per allotment site”
To;
“2 Allotment representatives from each site, elected every 2 years”.
The group AGREED with this change.
It was AGREED that there was no need for a Chair for the meetings, as meetings could
be recorded whilst being held on Zoom, and in person using a dictaphone.
It was AGREED to add that the group could be held both in person and/or virtually.
The name of the Environment Committee mentioned in the terms of reference needs to
be updated to reflect the new name, Environment and Climate Committee.
The changes to the terms of reference were AGREED and will be taken to the next
Environment and Climate Committee meeting to discuss.
9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
i.

Mereland Road - Skips
Skips historically had not worked well on the allotment sites, as allotment holders
were using them for disposing of items which cost the Town Council money
(tyres for example).
AF explained that as he understood it, the Town Council would organise excess
rubbish from new plots to be disposed of.
Cllr E Hards confirmed that the decision not to have skips had been made at the
previous ALG meeting.
All site representatives can contact the OSM to organise a visit to site, and
discuss the removal of rubbish, maybe using the skip at the depot, after the
allotment inspections.

ii.

Socialising on Allotment Sites
TH had been contacted by allotment tenants asking if they can have bbqs on
site. It was confirmed that during the lockdown, this was illegal, but there is
currently nothing in the rules stating this.
5

Cllr E Hards suggested it would make sense to add socialising on the allotment
sites to the allotment rules. The OM suggested including drinking alcohol with
this.
It was AGREED to add in points relating to anti-social behaviour and socialising
on the allotments. The Office Services Manager (OM) and the OSM will liaise
together to write these suggested points relating to anti-social behaviour and
socialising on the allotments and forward to the ALG members for approval.

The next meeting will be arranged.
The meeting ended at 8.20pm.
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Didcot Town Council
THIS AGREEMENT made on the 13th day of October 2020
Between
Didcot Town Council of Britwell Road, Didcot, Oxon, OX11 7HN
(The Council)
and
Mr
Of 30, Didcot
(The Tenant) by which it is agreed that:
1. The Council shall let to the Tenant the Allotment Garden situated at Broadway, Didcot,
Oxon and referenced as Plot BR12 in the Council’s Allotment Register.
2. The Council shall let the Allotment Garden to the Tenant for a term of one year
commencing on the 1st day of April and thereafter from year to year.
3. a) The Tenant shall pay the current annual rent of as set by the Council, whether
demanded or not which shall be payable in full on the 1st day of April 2021 and for
every year after the first year of the tenancy on the 1st day of April.
b) The Tenant shall pay a returnable deposit as set by the Council, at the time of
accepting the allotment garden and the Council will take a photograph of the
allotment garden’s condition for record purposes. The Town Council’s Deposit
Return policy will apply.
c) The Tenant will incur a late fee as determined by the Council, if they fail to pay their
allotment rent within the 28 days
d) Any increase in rent will be notified in writing and displayed on the notice boards, in
the financial year preceding the increase.
4. The Tenant shall use the Allotment Garden only for the cultivation of fruit, vegetables and
flowers for use and consumption by themselves, their family, and their friends.
5. The Tenant shall not sell or undertake a business in respect of the cultivation and
production of fruit, vegetables, and flowers in the Allotment Garden.
6. The Tenant shall reside within the boundary of Didcot Parish or within the Great Western
Park boundary during the tenancy. Great Western Park residents may take on a tenancy,
but those who do not live within the Didcot Parish, cannot join a waiting list.
7. The Tenant shall observe the Council’s Allotment Rules (Appendix 1 attached to this
Agreement) and any additional Rules the Council may make or revise for the regulation
and management of the Allotment Garden let by the Council.
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8. The Council shall pay all rates, taxes, dues and other assessments which may at any time
be levied or charged upon the Allotment Garden.
9. The Tenancy may be terminated by the Council serving on the Tenant not less than
twelve months written notice to quit, expiring on or before the 6th day of April, or on or
after the 29th day of September in any year.
10. The Tenancy may be terminated by the Council by service of one month’s written notice
on the Tenant if:
a) The rent is in arrears for 30 days, or
b) Three months after the commencement of the Tenancy, the Tenant has not observed
the Rules referred to in Clause 7, or
c) The Tenant lives more than one mile outside Didcot Parish, except within the Great
Western Park boundary.
11. If the Tenant is in breach of any of the foregoing Clauses or on account of the Tenant
becoming bankrupt, the Council may re-enter the Allotment Garden and the Tenancy shall
thereupon terminate but without prejudice to any right of the Council to claim damages for
any such breach or to recover any rent already due before the time of such re-entry but
remaining unpaid.
12. The termination of the Tenancy by the Council in accordance with Clause 11 or after reentry by the Council in pursuance of its statutory rights, shall not prejudice the Tenant’s
statutory rights to compensation.
13. The Tenancy may be terminated by the Tenant by serving on the Council not less than 2
weeks written notice to quit. The Town Council’s Appeals Procedure may apply (this can
be found on our website).
14. On the termination of the Tenancy, the Tenant shall remove any shed, greenhouse or
other building or structure erected in the Allotment Garden unless the Council agrees
otherwise, which shall be confirmed in writing to the Tenant.
15. Any written notice required by the tenancy shall be sufficiently served if sent by registered
post to or left at the party’s address. Any notice to be served by the Tenant shall be
addressed to the Council’s Allotments Administrator.
Signed by
………………………………….
The Tenant
And
………………………………….
Allotments Administrator
(For and on behalf of the Council)
Dated:………………
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Didcot Town Council
APPENDIX 1: DIDCOT TOWN COUNCIL ALLOTMENT RULES AND PROCEDURES
The aim of this Appendix attached to the Tenancy Agreement is:
 To set out the responsibilities of both the Council and Tenant in relation to the provision
and renting of allotment plots.
 To ensure the appropriate use of allotment plots by the Tenant.
 To ensure it is clear the standards expected for maintaining plots and what is prohibited to take
place on allotment sites.
 To make clear the processes for Council and Tenants’ responsibilities.
In accordance with Clause 7 of the Tenancy Agreement, Allotment Holders
are required to comply with the following Rules and Procedures
1. Security arrangements relating to each Council Allotment Site must be strictly observed.
Where access is by a gate at an allotment site, it must be kept locked at all times, when
allotment holders are on site as well as when they leave.
2. Allotment holders are only permitted to access and work their allotment plot between dawn
and dusk. Vehicle parking is permitted in designated areas but is not allowed either for long
periods, or overnight. Entering the site with vehicles is at the driver’s or owner’s risk.
3. Tenants are responsible for ensuring that their plots are kept tidy, free from weeds and in a
good state of cultivation and fertility. At least 2 thirds of the plot should always be cultivated
during the growing season. If a plot is seen not being actively cultivated at a Council inspection,
the Council’s Inspection Procedure will apply.
4. Part of an allotment plot may be part-covered in cardboard or polythene sheeting for a
selected period, provided it is combined with active cultivation. The use of carpeting and tyres
is prohibited for environmental reasons.
5. The Tenant shall cultivate the allotment plot for the production of fruit, vegetables, flowers,
and livestock for domestic consumption by the Tenant and their immediate family and friends.
Sale of produce for business purposes is prohibited.
6. The 1-metre width of paths around each allotment plot, set out by the Council, must not be
obstructed, diverted, or reduced in size. Paths must be kept clear of obstructions and available
for access at all times by other tenants and to enable the Council to carry out periodic
strimming.
7. Hens and rabbits are allowed on the allotments. A written request needs to be approved by
the Council and the Council’s Livestock policy will apply.
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8. A suitable wire or heavy -duty plastic fence must be erected to keep hens within a confined
space (at least 5 feet in height). The absolute minimum space for each hen in the run is 1
square metre per hen. No more than 6, but not less than 2 hens will be allowed on the
allotment plot. Tenants will only be granted permission to keep hens on one allotment,
irrespective of how many plots are rented.
9. Tenants shall not, without Council consent, erect any building on their allotment plot. This
includes sheds, poly-tunnels and greenhouses and chicken coops.
 Maximum size of sheds: 8’ x 6’
 Maximum size of polytunnels: 10’ x 8’ unless written permission has been granted by
Didcot Town Council. Community facilities may exceed these sizes at the Council’s
discretion.
 Maximum size of greenhouses: 8’ x 6’. Only glass substitutes such as polycarbonate,
perspex or other alternatives may be used in any permitted structures.
Tenants shall keep all sheds, greenhouses, polytunnels and other structures in good repair to
the satisfaction of the Council.
10. Dogs are allowed on the allotment sites, if they are well behaved and always remain on a lead.
The plot holder is responsible for their dog and will need to make sure that any dog mess is
picked up and disposed of accordingly. Dogs are not to become a nuisance to any other plot
holders. The Council’s ‘Dogs on Allotments Policy’ applies.
The Council reserves the right to retract this, should these rules not be adhered too.
11. No bonfires are permitted other than on the dates agreed and confirmed by the Council. These
dates will be displayed on the notice boards.
12. The Council will be responsible for maintaining a water supply to all allotment sites.
13. No dumping on site or importing of any garden waste/waste soil onto allotment sites is
permitted.
14. Any fruit tree planted by a Tenant must be of the DWARF variety only. Fruit trees should be
planted sparingly and not be allowed to grow over 3 metres high. The Council will have the
power to remove any excessive or high trees. Permission needs to be granted for any fruit
trees and their position.
15. Tenants are not to cause a nuisance or annoyance to the occupier of any other allotment plot.
Any nuisance behaviour should be reported to the Town Council.
16. Children and young people, whether individually or in family groups, whilst visiting the allotment
plot must be fully supervised in the interests of their own safety and the safety of others and
should not be permitted to wander the site unsupervised.
17. Action will be taken against any person causing malicious damage to Council property.
18. Although plot holders are not required to use totally organic methods on their plots, they are
to note the instructions below on the use of weed killers:
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Where a plot is totally weed infested and the tenant wishes to deal with the problem
by spraying, the tenant must contact the Council which will undertake the spraying for
a fee.
Limited use of shop bought weedkiller (pre-mixed, unconcentrated) is permitted to be
undertaken by tenants where a limited amount of weed exists. No chemicals may be
applied using a knapsack backpack sprayer or a 5-10 litre pressurised pump. If the
tenant holds the PA1 and PA6 qualification and can provide proof of this to the Town
Council, permission may be granted for that tenant to undertake the work themselves,
provided it is not used near to any freshwater courses.
All chemicals must be stored securely, in original packaging and kept in a locked shed, if
left on site.

19. Should an existing plot holder request an additional plot, the Outdoor Services Manager will
carry out an inspection of their existing plot to ensure it is being worked properly before
agreeing to allow the plot holder to take on a further plot.
20. Tenants are permitted to gather socially on the allotments (when restrictions no longer apply)
with their family and other allotment tenants but are not to bring non-allotment holders onto
the allotments. This can include having a BBQ, which should never be left unattended.
21. Any tenant found to be growing illegal substances on an allotment site will have
their allotment tenancy terminated immediately and the Police informed. The limited
consumption of alcohol on allotments, is allowed but no person shall become/be drunk. AntiSocial behaviour is strictly prohibited. All reports of anti-social behaviour will be investigated
and could result in the immediate termination of the tenancy agreement.
22. Tenants are required to observe any special conditions which the Council consider necessary
to comply with conditions and/or covenants under which the Council holds the land together
with any conditions the Council may consider it necessary to introduce for any other reason.
(Allotment tenants will be given written notice when such conditions are introduced).
23. From the 1st of April 2021, the maximum number of allotment plots a new tenant can have, is
2.
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Didcot Town Council

Didcot Town Council’s Dogs on Allotments Policy

As per section 10 of the rules, whereby:
10. Dogs are allowed on the allotment sites, if they are well behaved and always remain
on a lead. The plot holder is responsible for their dog and will need to make sure that
any dog mess is picked up and disposed of accordingly. Dogs are not to become a
nuisance to any other plot holders. The Council’s ‘Dogs on Allotments Policy’ applies.
The Council reserves the right to retract this, should these rules not be adhered too.
All dogs will remain the sole responsibility of the tenant. A maximum of 2 dogs
allowed per allotment holder.
Didcot Town Council requirements for allowing dogs on to the Allotment sites
The Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 is an Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom prohibiting
or restricting certain types of dogs and codifying the criminal offence of allowing a dog of any
breed to be dangerously out of control.
The following conditions must be met when bringing your dog onto the allotment sites:
1. Under the Act, it is illegal to own certain breeds of dogs without an exemption from a
court. As such these dogs WILL NOT be allowed on the allotments, under no
circumstances:
 Pit Bull Terrier
 Japanese Tosa
 Dogo Argentino
 Fila Brasileiro
2. Under the microchipping law that came into effect on 6 April 2016, all dogs and puppies
must be microchipped and registered by the age of eight weeks. Please make sure your
dogs are microchipped.
3. Dogs will need to ALWAYS remain on a lead when on the allotments. No straying onto
adjacent plots is allowed.
4. No aggressive dogs will be allowed onto the allotment sites.
5. Any dogs causing a nuisance may be asked to leave - Please note that if a dog is
particularly nervous, then this might constitute a nuisance to others, and you may be
asked not to bring the dog to the allotments in future.
6. All dogs mess MUST be cleared up by the owners and disposed of in the correct manner.
Any tenant found to be allowing their dog to foul on the allotment and not disposing of it
will be in breach of their contract and risk the Town Council terminating their tenancies.
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While not compulsory, it is advised that you insure your dog before allowing them on to the
allotments. This will then make sure both you and your dog are covered, should anything
happen.
Should you be found to be in breach of any of these rules, Didcot Town Council reserves
the right to terminate permission of allowing you to bring your dog onto your allotment.
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Didcot Town Council

Didcot Town Council’s Livestock Policy

As per section 7 and 8 of Didcot Town Council’s Allotment Rules and Procedures, whereby:
7. Hens and rabbits are allowed on the allotments. A written request needs to be
approved by the Council and the Council’s Livestock Policy will apply;
And
8. A suitable wire or heavy -duty plastic fence must be erected to keep hens within a
confined space (at least 5 feet in height). The absolute minimum space for each hen
in the run is 1 square metre per hen. No more than 6, but not less than 2 hens will
be allowed on the allotment plot. Tenants will only be granted permission to keep
hens on one allotment, irrespective of how many plots are rented.
any hens or rabbits kept at the allotment will need to have written permission from Didcot
Town Council.
All animals will remain the sole responsibility of the tenant.
Didcot Town Council requirements for keeping Hens on Allotment sites
Under Section 12 of the Allotments Act 1950, hens (NOT Cockerels) may be kept on
allotments, but not for trade or business, and as long as they are not a nuisance to other
allotment-holders or surrounding residential properties.
Tenants are restricted to a maximum number of six hens on one plot irrespective of the
number of plots rented. The conditions required by Didcot Town Council are listed below for
tenants wishing to have livestock on their allotment plot.
The following conditions must be met:
1. A suitable wire or heavy duty plastic fence must be erected to keep hens within a
confined area. (At least 5 feet in height). This will be inspected before permission is granted.
2. The absolute minimum space for each hen in the run is 1 square metre per hen.
However, 2 square metres per hen is preferable.
3. A suitable roosting house (coop) must be provided.
4. Not more than 6 but not less than 2 hens to be kept on the allotment plot.
5. A pest-proof store must be provided for the storage of feed.
6. Items 1-5 must be in place before livestock is installed.
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7. Arrangements must be made for the regular disposal of droppings to prevent
vermin/rodents.
8. Inspections will be made by the Town Council to ensure there is adequate rodent control.
9. The Council reserve the right to dispose of livestock without notice if it appears to be
neglected.
Didcot Town Council’s requirements for keeping Rabbits on Allotment sites
Under section 12 of the Allotment Act 1950 it is permitted to keep rabbits on allotments and
to ‘erect or place and maintain such buildings or structures on the land as reasonably
necessary for that purpose’ and as long as they are not a nuisance to other allotment-holders
or surrounding residential properties.
Tenants are restricted to 2 rabbits of the same sex on a plot and will remain fully responsible
for the animals and structures in which they are kept.
The following conditions must be met:
1. A suitable sized hutch will need to be used to house the rabbits, allowing them room to
move around freely and stretch.
2. Rabbits are sociable animals so will need to have company. Rabbits should be kept in
pairs. Maximum of 2 rabbits to be kept on any one allotment plot.
3. Arrangements must be made for regular disposal of droppings to prevent vermin/rodents.
4. Inspections will be made by the Town Council, to ensure there is adequate rodent control.
5. The Council reserve the right to dispose of livestock without notice if it appears to be
neglected.
Should the weather become too severe in the winter, we advise you to take the rabbits inside
your home or to make sure the hutch is fully insulated and that water bottles are defrosted.

Should you be found to be in breach of any of these rules, the Town Council reserves the
right to terminate permission of allowing livestock on your plot, with immediate effect.
This would be classed as a breach of your tenancy and could result in the termination of
your plot.
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Didcot Town Council

Didcot Town Council’s Inspection Procedure

At the start of your tenancy, where possible, a photograph will be taken of the allotment plot.
This will act as a guide and will remain on file for the duration of your tenancy.
Didcot Town Council reserves the right to inspect the allotment plots at the discretion of the
Outdoor Services Manager and/or Allotments Administrator.
1.If the plot is deemed to be in a poor condition, uncultivated and overgrown, Didcot Town
Council will write to the tenant by letter and/or email, allowing them 2 weeks to bring the
plot up to a decent standard. A second inspection will take place at the end of the 2-week
period.
2.Should the tenant fail to work the allotment plot to an acceptable standard by the end of
the 2 week period, the Outdoor Services Manager will instruct the Allotments
Administrator to write to the tenant giving them a further 2 weeks to improve the condition
of their plot.
3.If the tenant fails to comply, the Outdoor Services Manager will terminate the tenancy,
giving the tenant 2 weeks to clear the plot of their belongings.
A photograph will be taken of the final condition of the plot. If the plot is not cleared within
this time frame, Didcot Town Council reserves the right to dispose of anything left on the
plot. The Town Council’s Appeals Procedure may be used, this can be found on our
website.
4.At this stage, the Outdoor Services Manager will decide whether the returnable deposit will
be payable, as per the returnable deposit scheme policy, by comparing ‘before’ and
‘after’ photos of the plot. A percentage of the deposit may be deducted for various states
of cultivation.
5.The following schedule will be applied to deposit deductions:
State Provided

State
Returned

Good

Acceptable

Poor

Very poor

Good

0%

0%

0%

0%

Acceptable

25%

0%

0%

0%

Poor

50%

25%

0%

0%

Very poor

100%

50%

25%

0%
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Guidance for Deposit Returns
All plots will be photographed and marked against the following criteria and given a
rating. This rating will determine the state a plot must be returned in so as to ensure
the deposit is returned.
Good
All of the following:
-

Plot is clear of rubbish
All growth cut back recently
Earth over whole plot cultivated.

Acceptable
Does not meet the standard for ‘good’ because of any one or more of the following:
-

Small amounts of rubbish
Attempts to cut back growth but signs of regrowth
Incomplete cultivation of plot.
Would expect no more than 60 minutes work to bring up to ‘good’.

Poor
Does not meet the above standards due to any one or more of the following:
-

Extensive rubbish
Over 50% uncultivated or overgrown
Failure to cultivate
Would expect between 60 and 120 minutes work to bring up to ‘good’

Very Poor
Does not meet the above standards due to any one or more of the following:
-

Extensive and/or difficult to dispose of rubbish
Over 75% uncultivated or overgrown
Presence of brambles or other weeds taken hold
Would expect more than 120 minutes to bring up to ‘good’
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The following schedule will be applied to deposit deductions:
State Provided

State
Returned

Good

Acceptable

Poor

Very poor

Good

0%

0%

0%

0%

Acceptable

25%

0%

0%

0%

Poor

50%

25%

0%

0%

Very poor

100%

50%

25%

0%

Other Terms and Conditions
-

-

Where a plot is provided rent free for the first year, it will automatically be
deemed to be in satisfactory condition.
If a plot holder disagrees with the Outdoor Services Manager’s decision of the
returned state, they may within 7 days pay an additional £15 fee for an
allotment site rep to decide on the state of the plot. If the site rep deems it to
be in better condition than the Outdoor Services Manager the £15 fee will be
returned and the site rep’s adjudication applied.
Where a key is issued, failure to return it within 14 days of termination will
lead to a £10 deduction
The following items must have written permission from Didcot Town Council
to be left on a plot or will be subject to the following deductions:
Raised beds
Polytunnels
Greenhouses
Dwarf fruit trees
Sheds
Compost areas

-

50%
50%
100%
100%
100%
25%

The presence of non-dwarf fruit trees will automatically incur the loss of a
deposit, whether or not the next tenant is willing for the tree to stay.
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Dear Allotment Holder
As the new growing season approaches and rents become due, we wanted to write
to you to keep you abreast on changes, issues, and other important information
across our allotment sites.
Rent payments for 2021/2022 – 5 pole £35, Concessions 5 pole £24
Attached to this letter is an invoice for your allotment. Payment can be made by
cash, cheque or BACS. Payment is due on 1st of April and you have 40 days or 28
days, depending on what is stated in your agreement, afterwards to pay. Please
note if you do not pay on time you are liable to pay a £10 late payment fee. Please
also note that we will not accept payments prior to April 1st 2021.
When paying by BACS, please do the following:
-

-

-

Make a payment to:
o Account Number:
60331481
o Sort Code:
20-01-09
Use your plot reference number written on your invoice (for example BR999)
as the payment reference or we will not know which plot is being paid for. If
you have multiple plots please make a separate payment for each plot,
changing the plot reference for each.
Do not pay until at least 1st April 2021 or your payment may not be linked to
your plot.

Due to the current situation regarding the Coronavirus and the fact that the Civic Hall
is currently being used as a vaccination centre, we would advise you to pay your
allotment rent by BACS wherever possible. It may be possible for you to arrange an
‘appointment’ to come in to pay in person, but this will need to be arranged. We can
not have people turning up at the Civic Hall unannounced, whilst the vaccine clinics
are in operation.
New Outdoor Services Manager
2021 started on a sad note as we bid our Outdoor Services Manager Tony Rudge,
farewell. After working at Didcot Town Council for over 3 years, Tony has now
retired. We wish him all the best for his future.
Robert Harris has joined Didcot Town Council as Tony’s replacement. He started at
the beginning of January and is settling in well. He is keen to work on and improve
all the allotment sites by working alongside the site representatives and taking part in
all the meetings associated with the allotments.
If you see him on site, please feel free to introduce yourselves!
Allotment Documents
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The Council continues to update its rules in response to issues arising and the needs
of allotment holders. Consequently, the allotment rules have been updated. Please
find a copy of the current allotment rules attached. These rules will become ‘live’ on
1st April 2021.
All other allotment documents have also been updated. We are trying to cut down
our use of paper and as such, they are available to view on our website here:
(web link to be inserted once documents have been agreed and added to site)
If you would like a ‘hard’ copy, please contact us.
Waiting lists
We have received an unprecedented number of applications in the past year and
have at least 15 people on each waiting list. Some have more than 20!
We continue to accept applications but do warn applicants that there could be a long
wait.
If you do feel that you would like to give up your allotment plot, please inform us as
soon as you can. This will enable us to offer the plot to another person efficiently.
Burn dates
Burn dates for 2021 have been agreed and are:
-

5th April – 11th April inclusive TBC
18th August – 25th August inclusive TBC

25th October – 6th November inclusive TBC

As always, please do not bring any rubbish onto site for burning, only burn plant
waste generated from your allotment, be watchful of any fires and be mindful and
sympathetic to those nearby. Do not leave your fire unattended.
Councillor site representatives
We have Councillor representatives for all our allotment sites. They are:






Councillor Pam Siggers for Broadway
Councillor Mark McNeil for New Road
Councillor Eleanor Hards for Cockcroft
Councillor Marie Walsh for Mereland Road
Councillor Anthony Dearlove for Wantage Road

Your site representatives are always there to support and help you, but if you do feel
you need to contact your Councillor representatives, you can find their details on our
website:
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https://www.didcot.gov.uk/councillors.html
As always, please feel free to contact the Council anytime you need too.
Insurance
As a tenant of an allotment plot you do hold what is called a ‘duty of care’ towards
people coming onto your plot. This means that in the event that somebody comes
onto your plot and suffers injury due to ‘negligence’ you can be held legally liable for
any damages caused. The Town Council encourages all plot holders to consider
getting third party insurance to protect against any such liability. This can be done
through a number of external insurance companies, but cover is also available
automatically through the National Allotment Society via membership of Didcot
Allotment Society. Membership of Didcot Allotment Society also provides the
following benefits:





Automatic membership of the National Allotment Society
Regular DAS newsletter
Discounts on gardening supplies and seeds
Opportunity to participate in DAS events such as seed swaps and plant sales

See www.didcotallotments.com or contact das@didcotallotments.com for more
details.
Privacy Notice
Under the General Data Protection Regulations, the Town Council continues to hold
personal data on you as an allotment holder. The legal basis on which we do this is
due to it being a contractual necessity. If you would like to know what information we
hold and how to make a subject access request, please contact the Town Clerk.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued hard work on
the allotments and hope that this next season is a good one for you all.
As always if you have any questions or issues, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Kind regards
Didcot Town Council
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Didcot Town Council

Environment & Climate Committee
15th March 2021
Report author: Lucy Blake

Allotment Request
Introduction
1. The Town Council has been contacted by the Active Communities Officer at
South Oxfordshire District Council to request an allotment plot specifically for the
use of people with a diagnosed or self-identified mental health issue.
2. This will involve them joining at the top of the waiting list for the chosen site.
3. The project will be overseen by Sport in Mind and the tenancy agreement would
be in their name.
4. The plot will be maintained by the Sport in Mind charity.

Recommendation
5. The Committee should decide:
a. Whether to allow the Sport in Mind charity to effectively ‘jump the
queue’ on the waiting list – users will be from South Oxfordshire, not
just Didcot.
b. Which site would be most suitable.

Background
6. The Active Communities Officer at South Oxfordshire District Council contacted
Didcot Town Council to introduce their idea and ask that the Environment and
Climate Committee consider allowing the Sport in Mind charity to rent an
allotment plot. His aim goal is to engage people with long term health conditions
to be physically active.
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7. One of the priority targets is to develop their activity provision in Didcot and a way
for them to do this in the immediate, keeping within the barriers the pandemic has
brought, is to offer outdoor activities.
8. One activity identified is a “green gym” using an allotment, specifically targeting
people with a diagnosed or self-identified mental health issues.
9. According to the Mind Charity website “More than two thirds of adults with mental
health problems reported that their mental health got worse during lockdown”.
10. They kindly ask not to have a plot at the New Road site as Restore already have
plots there and it would not be suitable to have a similar project so close. They
feel it would impede on the progress they have made over the years.
11. Sport in Mind have public liability insurance and will cover the cost of the deposit
and annual fee. The Town Council can request a copy of their certificate.
12. The plot will be maintained by Sport in Mind and their volunteers, who will deliver
scheduled time slots for their participants to attend. They will be adhering to
Government guidelines, with the focus on the “rule of six” and will likely continue
this even when all restrictions have been lifted.
13. They are taking a collaborative approach by extending the activity sessions to
Restore and Oxfordshire Mind service users too.
14. The people who will use this service and benefit from it, will reside across South
Oxfordshire, not just Didcot.
15. Outside activity has been proven to improve your mental health.

Legal Implications
16. Under s.23 of the Small Holdings and Allotments Act 1908, the Town Council has
a statutory duty to provide allotment gardens to residents.
17. Some of the users of this allotment will be from Didcot, others not.
18. The Town Council’s Allotment Rules state “The Tenant shall reside within the
boundary of Didcot Parish or within the Great Western Park boundary during the
tenancy”.
19. Sport in Mind have public liability insurance – Didcot Town Council can request a
copy of the certificate.
20. The ‘rule of 6’ will need to be adhered too whilst restrictions are still in place.

Financial Implications
21. There will be no financial implications to the Town Council, arising from this
project. If the project works well, it could generate a steady income over the
years.
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Risk Implications
22. The risk implications would be minimum. Volunteers would be on site throughout
the sessions to support those in the project.
23. Numbers of people attending the plot at any one time, would be limited.
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Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
15th March 2021
Splash Park – Edmonds Park
Author: L Blake
1. Update
As progress on this project had stalled due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, Officers
decided to look again at the logistics of the Splash Park in the suggested location
within Edmonds Park.
Amenity providers had been contacted for quotes to supply fresh water and electric, as
well as a wastewater pipeline to the suggested area, but no responses have been
received, despite pressure to do so.
Whilst investigating the idea of installing the Splash park, Officers have again looked at
a second location in Edmonds Park, which could prove to be more financially viable,
more suitable, and easier to maintain, when looked at in conjunction with the new
Pavilion build.
Location 1, between the 2 play areas

This area is already enclosed. It is surrounded by trees, which would act as a natural
shade barrier in the summer to protect the children whilst they play.
However, the ground is not level so excavation of the site will be needed. The excess
soil from this and from the trenches needed to be dug for the amenities, will need to be
disposed of at an extra cost. Didcot Town Council could use some of the soil to make
a ‘wildlife hill’, or other landscaping projects within the area, which will in turn create a
Didcot Town Council
Phone: 01235 812637
healthy
www.didcot.gov.uk
Council
Offices environment for the wildlife and will look aesthetically pleasing.
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To be able to power the Splash Park in this location, trenches will need to be dug from
the road, alongside the tennis courts and ‘around’ the pitches in the park, to bring
water pipes and electric cables to the site. A wastewater pipe will need to run
alongside this back to the main road.
The Waterplay companies that Officers G Langton and L Blake met with, all noted
concerns about the length of the run to this location for water (they noted that a header
tank may be needed to maintain pressure), power and the removal of wastewater to
tanks. They also suggested that closer to the road (either behind the tennis courts or
closer to the planned pavilion) would be better locations.
Officers G Langton and L Blake did meet with a Utilities Company on site to find out
what work would be needed. Unfortunately, this company did not respond to Officers
requests for the reports and quotes resulting from this meeting.
The trees surrounding the Splash
Park could prove problematic in the
Autumn. The leaves could
potentially block the water pipes or
damage the play surface.
The Splash Park would need to be
routinely cleaned of leaves and
debris during the cooler months
whilst it is closed.
Please note: this picture is from a
suggested design and is only being used to
show where the potential problems with
the trees, are.

Location 2, nearer to the new Pavilion
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These are 2
suggested locations
of where the Splash
Park could be
situated when
incorporated into the
new Pavilion build.

If the location of the Splash Park were moved to the same location as the new
Pavilion, utility supply could be shared between the two projects. This would basically
mean one mains feed coming from the main road and then splitting between the two.
The Football pitches would not be damaged by the digging of the long trenches
running alongside them.
Didcot Town Council could request a Landscape Architect to draw Edmonds Park,
map out the Football pitches, the Play Areas, the new Pavilion, and the Splash Park.
They could also work alongside the Architect to incorporate the design into the Pavilion
drawings.
The cost of a Landscape Architect drawing would be roughly £2500. This could be
taken from S106 monies or CIL contributions.
Once drawings have been completed, the Splash Park could be installed before the
Pavilion, especially if both Architects were consulted, although the Splash Park would
need covering when work commences on the Pavilion.
The Pavilion and the Splash Park would compliment each other. Residents could use
both facilities, especially if picnic benches were installed nearby.

2. Points for consideration
1. Location.
A definite decision will need to be made; between the 2 Play areas, or near to
the new Pavilion.
2. Drawings.
Tasking a Landscape Architect, if location 2 is chosen, to create a drawing of
Edmonds Park, including the Splash Park near to the Pavilion.
3. Future use of location 1.
If it were decided to install the Splash Park near to the Pavilion, the Town
Didcot Town Council
Council Offices
Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235 812637
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

Item 13
Council could create a Sensory Garden between the 2 Play areas, using S106
‘Public Art’ and ‘Children’s Play Area’ contributions. Schools could be
contacted, and the children could suggest things they would like included in this
area.

4. Overview
The Splash Park will be a very exciting addition to Edmonds Park and to Didcot.
Didcot Town Council need to decide the exact location for it, taking into consideration
the logistics of the power supplies.
Whilst location 1 is feasible, it may work out cheaper and easier to commit to location
2.
Planning permission may be needed to change the use of the grass to a splash park.
Potentially the Town Council may be able to include this in the planning application for
the pavilion, if the location was to change.

5. Recommendation
The Committee should consider the update and decide whether to rethink the location
of the Splash Park.
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Didcot Town Council

Environment & Climate Committee
15th March 2021
Report author: Lucy Blake

Bus Shelter
Introduction
1. Didcot Town Council has been contacted by a Ladygrove resident, requesting
they consider installing a new bus shelter in Ladygrove.
2. This report asks the Committee to consider whether it is appropriate to erect a
new bus shelter in Ladygrove at this time, and if so, to delegate to the officer to
choose a suitable location.

Recommendation
3. The Committee should consider this report and decide whether to erect a new
bus shelter in Ladygrove. This will involve asking a representative from
Oxfordshire County Council to come out to the site to investigate to see if the
locations are viable, and if so, whether to contact suppliers for quotations.
4. Whilst considering this report, the Committee should consider the number of
existing bus shelters already owned by Didcot Town Council and the uncertainty
of how many will be adopted in the coming year, from the Great Western Park
Development. These shelters will need to be maintained and the funds for this
will be used from the current bus shelter budget.

Background
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5. In 2017, the Deputy Town Clerk at the time investigated suitable locations in
Ladygrove for additional bus shelters. Avon Way/Brunstock Beck and Avon
Way/Dagdale Drive were considered suitable.
6. The resident has requested that the Town Council consider installing a bus
shelter at either of these locations, which will provide shelter to residents from the
rain and cold winds, in the winter months.
7. There is no requirement for planning permission to erect a bus shelter, only for
the addition of advertising hoardings.
8. It is not possible to know for sure the long-term plans for any of the bus routes
serving the town. Bus companies may stop providing their service with three
months’ notice.
9. The Committee need to ensure value for money and longevity of any sites
selected for bus shelters.

Legal Implications
10. There is no requirement for planning permission to erect a bus shelter, only for
the addition of advertising hoardings.
11. Didcot Town Council would have a duty to ensure the structure is secure and well
maintained.
12. Didcot Town Council would have a duty to ensure that the sites are investigated
by the relevant industry specialist, to confirm if they are suitable.
13. The legal ownership of the proposed sites is Oxfordshire County Council. Written
confirmation they are happy for Didcot Town Council to erect a bus shelter, would
have to be received prior to work being undertaken.

Financial Implications
14. Financial Regulations 4.1 state:
“Expenditure on revenue items may be authorised up to the amounts included for
that class of expenditure in the approved budget. This authority is to be
determined by:
 The Council for all items over £5,500.
 A duly delegated Committee of the Council for items over £1000.
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The Clerk in conjunction with the Leader or Chair of the appropriate
Committee for any items below £1000.

15. The 2021-2022 budget for bus shelters is £10,300. The budget heading is 9059.
This will need to cover the maintenance of all existing bus shelters currently
owned by Didcot Town Council (number) and any new shelters they adopt.

Risk Implications
16. Didcot Town Council would need to decide if the ‘need’ for these bus shelters will
still be relevant in coming years. Bus routes are constantly changing as the town
expands and grows.
17. Any new bus shelter would have to be added to the Town Council asset register
and insured.
18. A regular inspection and maintenance schedule would be required to prevent a
negligence claim arising in the event of an accident involving the bus shelter.
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