Didcot Town Council

Notice of a meeting of the
Environment Committee
18th November at 7.45pm
All Saints Room, Civic Hall, Didcot

Admission of the public and media
The council welcomes members of the public to its meetings in accordance with the
Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960.

Reports and minutes
We add reports and minutes to our website.

Recording, photographs and filming
The press or public may audio-record, photograph or film meetings, or report from
the meeting using social media. As such members of the public may be recorded or
photographed during the meeting.
We ask that anyone wishing to record or photograph the meeting notifies the Deputy
Town Clerk before the start of the meeting.

Public participation
The council welcomes the public’s involvement in meetings, which must be in
accordance with our rules (Standing Orders 18 - 20 on a matter before the
Committee).
The Chairman will invite members of the public to present their questions,
statements or petitions at the start of the meeting.
To find out about participation contact the Town Clerk.

Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Phone: 01235
ichard812637
Chapman, Town Clerk
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837

Agenda

Agenda
1.

To receive apologies.

2.

To receive declarations of interests. Members are reminded to declare any
interests they may have on any item on this agenda in accordance with Didcot
Town Council’s code of conduct.

3.

To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 16th September 2019 as a true
and correct record (attached)

4.

Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item

5.

To consider the details of the motion regarding single use plastic and climate
change (motion 48 referred from full Council 2nd September 2019)

6.

To consider and note the financial statements and budgets (attached with
appendix)

7.

To note the Outdoor Services Manager’s Report (attached) report on
Pavilions to follow

8.

To note the report and consider a potential Laser Show (attached)

9.

To note the report and consider its findings from the Lakes Working Group
(attached)

10.

To note the report and consider progression of a Splash park in Edmonds
Park (attached)

11.

To note the response from the Parents regarding a Sandpit at Ladygrove Park

Janet Wheeler

Town Clerk

13th November 2019

Voting members:
D Macdonald
A Macdonald
C Wilson
Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

Nominated Substitute Members
A Sandiford
E Hards
P Siggers
Phone: 01235
ichard812637
Chapman, Town Clerk
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837
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M Walsh
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A Thompson
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Town Clerk
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN

J Moody
P Giesberg

Phone: 01235
ichard812637
Chapman, Town Clerk
www.didcot.gov.uk
E-mail: council@didcot.gov.uk
Fax: 01235 512837
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Didcot Town Council

Agenda item 6
Outdoor Services Manager’s Report

Environment Committee
18th November 2019
Report author: Tony Rudge

Outdoor Services Manager Report
Introduction
1. The report lists all the grounds works completed along with updates on allotment
availability. Also includes contract work.
2. Feedback on recent events within the report period and vandalism.
3. Staff updates and training.

Recommendation
4. That the Committee reviews the report, notes works completed and considers
how to proceed with discussions regarding land ownership on Tyne Avenue.

Allotments
5. Allotment works are ongoing. During the winter period any unused plots will be
cleared of rubbish and strimmed as required.
6. Plots will be re-pegged & numbered during the winter period.
7. Due to wet ground conditions at Mereland Road & New Road it is proposed to
restrict cars during the winter period. Cars will only be allowed to park in the first
car park at both sites, this is to prevent damage to grass roadways, notices will
be placed showing parking areas.
8. Following a successful trial period the Committee is asked to consider allowing
dogs on allotment plots to become permanent.
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9. The allotment Liason Group have requested 3 burn dates for next year instead of
the usual 2, they have requested 4th-19th April (2 weeks), 23rd- 30th August (1
week) and 26th October - 9th November (2 weeks).
10. Site reps have been asked to identify areas that could be used to plant wild
flower meadows.

Play Equipment
11. Formal weekly recorded inspections are being carried out by ROSPA trained
staff. The annual inspection has been carried out by ROSPA and no major
problems were found although some low risk faults have been notified and these
are being dealt with.
12. The self closing gate at Ladygrove Park which leads onto Tyne Avenue has
been replaced at a cost of £1,655.

Cemetery
13. To date in 2019 there have been 20 full burials & 19 cremated remains burials.

General Maintenance
14. Litter collection is ongoing at all sites and waste is disposed of into a skip at
Edmonds Park which is then taken to a waste transfer station.
15. Leaf collection is ongoing on all sites.
16. Winter bedding has been planted at the Cemetery and around the Civic Hall. The
borders along the wall at the front of Broadway allotments have not been planted
as these are going to be planted with perennial plants in the spring.
17. OCC verges contract. The contractor has just completed cut 7 of 8.

Events
18. The annual Remembrance Parade and service took place on Sunday 10th
November and was well attended.
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Future Events Booked
19. A request has been made by Margaret Read to scatter the ashes of her late
husband Peter David Read who was Town Mayor in 2012/13 near the memorial.

20. The Town Council is planning to prepare an area on the Ladygrove mounds off
Tyne Avenue for an area of wild flowers. The grass will be cut and collected
within the next month and ground preparation will be carried out over the winter
period for a spring sowing of wildflowers.

Nissan Cabstar
21. The Outdoor services department currently lease a Nissan Cabstar, the lease
expired in October 2019 and we are looking for a replacement vehicle in the
meantime we have extended the lease on the current vehicle by 6 months.
Quotes have been requested for several hybrid vehicles.
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Item 7

Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
18th November 2019
Report authors: Lucy Blake & Chelsey Lordan

Laser Show at Loyd Recreation Ground, October
2020
Introduction
1. This report requests that the Committee considers hosting a Laser Show at Loyd
Recreation ground, considers the financial costs involved and decide if they
would like to consider setting a budget for the event.
2. A Laser Show would be very environmentally friendly, would cause less damage
to the surrounding areas and would cause less noise pollution.

3. Recommendation
The Committee should decide
a. To consider creating a budget for the event (examples of some quotes
for an initial Laser Show, are attached to this report, page 5)
b. To consider what date to hold the event – Friday 23rd October or
Saturday 24th October could be good suggestions, depending on
football schedules and what times would be suitable. This would bring
the event away from the traditional firework date and allow it to be
c. To consider adding to the Laser Show to boost the event, making it a
more fulfilling experience; fun fair rides, food stalls (as used in previous
Firework shows at Loyd Recreation Ground), entertainment including
‘light up’ performers, maybe on a raised stage so that everyone can
see– costs may occur (some examples are shown on page 6)
d. To consider how much to charge per person/family – tickets can be sold
from the Civic Hall, or to follow suit of Aston Tirrold and Wallingford by
making the event ‘donations only’- both are extremely popular
(Traditional firework performances can work out extremely expensive
for families)
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e. To consider supplying a ‘recycle point’ for all plastic bottles and
containers used by the food stalls and to encourage any/all vendors to
be plastic free
f. To consider whether the event should be ‘manned’ by a charity, a
special events security company or Didcot Town Council staff; which
could incur costs – extra help can always be drafted in by asking the
Army Cadets for support
g. To consider asking St Johns Ambulance to assist at the event, in case
of any injuries
h. To consider what will be done with the money made from the event. For
example if this event were to be annual, proceeds could fund the
following year

Background
4. The Environment Committee were asked at their last meeting to consider hosting
a Laser Show instead of a Firework Show at Loyd Recreation Ground. It was
agreed that Didcot Town Council could look into this more closely as a Laser
Show would be environmentally friendly and cause less noise pollution.
The Information Centre Manager and the Environment and Events Officer have
contacted numerous Laser Show companies for rough estimations of costs
involved. Three response have been received and their estimates are included at
the end of this report.
Historically Didcot has had Firework displays and bonfires at the Loyd Recreation
Ground, with the event being run by the Didcot Rotary Club and Didcot Chamber
of Commerce. The event was always well attended.
In addition to the Firework display they used to provide stalls which sold hot food,
doughnuts, candy floss and hot drinks; small fun fair types of rides and an
inflatable slide and stalls which sold ‘light up’ toys.
Didcot Town Football Club have held a firework show on a few occasions since,
but many residents are now choosing to visit surrounding towns and villages to
view their firework shows as they are ‘donation’ based (more cost effective for
families).
Numerous companies have been contacted for quotes on fun fair rides and hot
food stalls but we have yet to have a response. These can be added to this report
when we do receive them.
Didcot Town Council need to advertise this Laser Show as a new and exciting
event.
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Legal Implications
5. The Town Council will have a duty of care towards the general public at the
event, the stall holders, the laser show employees and their staff.
6. The Town Council will have to make sure each and every company and individual
supplier has the correct liability insurance cover (up to 10 million pounds) and can
produce risk assessments for the event.
7. The Town Council will have to have a designated person or team, to monitor
crowd control to reduce the risk of injury.

Financial Implications
8. The cost of the Laser Show – quotes are coming in roughly between £4500 and
£11800. Breakdowns of these quotes have been requested but the companies
need dates and times confirmed.
9. Added staff costs may incur if the Committee decide that Town Council Staff
should manage the event, instead of a charity. A Charity may take the tickets and
‘man the gates’ free of charge if Didcot Town Council allow them to advertise and
collect for their own charity.
Stewards and security staff may need radios purchasing.
Alternatively using a special events security company would incur an additional
cost.
10. Tickets – an initial cost may incur if Didcot Town Council outsource the
production of the tickets
11. Advertising – As this would be the first Laser Show in Didcot, as much
advertising as possible is needed. Using the local press would incur a cost but
social media advertising is free
12. Fun fair rides and food stalls may incur an initial cost but the Town Council will be
able to take a percentage of takings on the evening.
13. Hot food and drink stalls – companies have been contacted for a quote. A local
Butcher has stated that they can do a hot food stall for free (they have all Gas
and Electric safety certificates, 10 million pound public liability etc) and if the
event is successful, a contribution will be made.

Risk Implications
14. This would be the first Laser Show event in Didcot and could possibly have a
mixed reaction.
15. Overcrowding – All gates will need to be lit and stewarded. All fences secure and
manned with lots of signage.
16. Children falling on fun fair rides – Risk Assessments and Insurance will be
provided by the fun fair providers. St Johns Ambulance could be the first aiders
on site, if required.

Page 3

Item 7

17. Refreshment risks - Didcot Town Council will make sure that the catering staff are
fully qualified, insured and have completed risk assessments prior to the event.
St Johns Ambulance could be the first aiders on site, if required.
18. Outdoor stage – Didcot Town Council will make sure that any company hired to
provide a stage for entertainers will have the appropriate insurance and have
completed the relevant risk assessments.
19. In the event of a major incident situation, the site will require evacuating
immediately. All stewards and security staff will be alerted to a pre-arranged site
evacuation point prior to a public announcement, so all access points can be
prepared. The evacuation procedure will be organised prior to the event.
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Laser Show Company A, email:
“Currently rough guide prices are as followed:
5 Minute Laser Show with 3 x High Powered Lasers – To Music

- £4500

5 Minute Laser & Firework Show with 3 x High Powered Lasers – To Music - £6000
10 Minute Laser Show with 5 x High Powered Lasers – To Music

- £7200

10 Minute Laser & Firework Show with 3 x High Powered Lasers – To Music - £8000
15 Minute Laser Show with 5 x High Powered Lasers – To Music

-£7800

15 Minute Laser & Firework Show with 3 x High Powered Lasers – To Music £11,800
All prices are plus Vat.
These are only rough guide prices, if you had an exact budget to mind we potentially
could work towards that.
I look forward to hearing back from you” – 22nd October 2019

Laser Show Company B, email:
“Looking at a 30 minute show set to music would be around £5000 - £6000 + VAT
depending on the site (as this would affect rigging, equipment needed & PA system
required)
Hope that helps” – 29th October 2019

Laser Show Company C, email:
“The company I use for big, up-scale shows have given me the following prices:
3 x Lasers - 5 Minutes - £5100
3 x Lasers - 10 Minutes - £5600
3 x Lasers - 15 Minutes - £6100
3 x Lasers - 20 Minutes - £6600
3 x Lasers - 25 Minutes - £7100
5 x Lasers - 5 Minutes - £7800
5 x Lasers - 10 Minutes - £8300
5 x Lasers - 15 Minutes - £8800
5 x Lasers - 20 Minutes - £9300
5 x Lasers - 25 Minutes - £9800
Please let me know if you need any further info from me.”
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Entertainment Company quotes:
Company 1:
“The guide price for the ‘laser violinist’ is £1950 + VAT (includes travel).
The guide price for Glow Show performers is £1850 + VAT (includes travel).
I work alongside a couple of different laser companies if you want a big laser show
as well. I can get a separate quote for you for this.
I also have a new act which is an LED violinist. I don’t have any photos or video
footage yet as we are literally working on this right now. If you would like this and the
‘Laser Violinist’ combined we can do this for you.
The other act which works brilliantly outside is a fire act. Their price is again around
£1850 + VAT.
Obviously if you were to book a number of these acts we can drop the prices
for you.” – 30th October 2019.

Outdoor stage quotes:
Company 1:
“8m x 6m mobile stage . £1250 plus vat. This takes 90 minutes to set up.
12m x 10m stage; Cost £5400 plus vat. This stage takes 5/6 hours to set up as it
has to be built on site.” - 31st October 2019
Company2:
7.5m x 6m covered performance space – floor at approx. 1.2m height.
Installation and De-rig crew, 60 minutes to install with 1 crew member. £1297.00 plus
VAT of £259.40. Total £1556.40
10m x 6m covered performance space – platform at approx. 1.5m height.
Solid black PVC or Mesh walls to three sides with doors, 90 minutes to install with 2
crew members.
Installation and removal £1718.00 plus VAT of £343.60. Total £2061.60
– 6th November 2019
Food quotes:
Butchers quote:
FREE – if the event is successful, a contribution will be made.
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Agenda item 8
Ladygrove Lakes

Environment Committee
18th November 2019
Report author: Tony Rudge following input from the
Working Group.

Update Report on Ladygrove Lakes
1. Introduction
This report updates the Committee according to the terms of reference of the
Ladygrove Lakes working group regarding the current problems with the lakes which
have been in an extremely poor state and still require drastic action.
Subject to permission for its recommendation being agreed by Thames water, the
group is now able to recommend an approach to the water problem. This has been
regarded by the Environment Committee as essential to proceed with the work of reestablishing the Lakes as a resource for the community.

2. Recommendation
That the Committee reviews the report and notes the ongoing works and recognises
the present document as an interim report. The Committee is asked to







Decide on the approach to the water problems, subject to TW approval.
Agree that the works will concentrate on the large lake until success is
demonstrated there, filling the small lake at a later stage.
Decide on its preferred approach to the required power source.
Agree to recommend the appropriate expenditure.
Agree the aim to open the large lake to fishing by April 2020
Ask the Working Group to continue its task.

3. Background
The Ladygrove Lakes Working Group which consists of Cllr C.Wilson, Cllr S
Hewerdine, Cllr P Davies, J Coster (LFA) & T Rudge (OSM) have held several
meetings during the past two months. The group have continued to look into the
agreed areas of Water, Oxygen, Animals and People. During the months July to
November, the working group has investigated three possible ways water in addition
to rainfall might be input to the lakes. It is still unclear how the lakes were originally
planned to be fed. It is, however clear that since then, the water supplies, now
Council Offices, Britwell Road
Didcot
OX11 7HN
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culverted, are no longer able to provide a gravity feed to the lakes. In due course a
map and explanation will be supplied to record these investigations for future
reference.
Water - a verbal agreement had been made with Thames Water allowing water to
be pumped from an adjoining underground culvert for 2 hours daily (Mon-Fri) into
the large lake. This has been successful and the depth of water in the lake has
increased by approximately 150mm although some of the increase is due to an
increase in rainfall during the past few weeks.
If the committee agrees it is proposed to request permission from Thames Water &
SODC to fit a pumping station into the manhole above the culvert which would
increase the amount of water that could be pumped, agreement on the quantity
allowed per week would have to be agreed with Thames Water. It is also possible to
fit a filter system between the pumping station and the lake which could remove any
impurities. The existing fence around the lake will be extended to take in the
manhole.
The pump could be powered either by mains electricity, solar power or a LPG
generator.
Issues of water quality remain to be finalised and may include the installation of a
reed bed.
The works need to include provision for flooding should the lakes become over-full in
the future.
Oxygen – One aerator is currently fitted on the large lake which is powered by a
LPG generator, this has been successful but a lake of this size needs more than one
aerator in warm dry conditions, the current generator could power up to 4 similar
aerators if required. If preferred the aerators could be powered by solar power.
Animals - An over population of ducks & geese during spring and summer causes a
problem. The working group have looked at several methods to reduce the number,
with the Canada geese seen as the biggest nuisance. It is proposed to discourage
the feeding of bread to the geese by members of the public using signage giving
information on what can be fed to all wildfowl instead of bread.
During the breeding season, eggs will be taken from the nests where possible and
either pricked or treated with liquid paraffin.
It is also proposed to place either wire netting or stacking up old branches around
the islands to make them more difficult for the geese to climb up.
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People – More signage and educational notices to be placed around the lakes
explaining the works that are being carried out and to encourage local people to be
involved in the upkeep of the lakes going forward.
Currently no work is being carried out on the small lake, this is slowly filling with rain
water but is still less than 600mm deep and large areas around the margin are still
not covered by water. The group will make further suggestions on this lake once the
large lake is back to an acceptable condition.
The group is working towards reopening the large lake for fishing in April 2020
subject to agreement with the Committee on the agreed works to be carried out.
Once the lake is ready for reopening it will be necessary to replenish some of the fish
stock, at present only the Carp have survived and other types ie Tench & Bream will
need to be purchased to give the lake a more balanced fish content.
Before the lake can be reopened for fishing many of the fishing platforms will need to
be replaced as they are not safe. This work went out to tender last year and prices
ranged from £20,000 - £44,000. Copy of suggested platform attached.
The working group have yet to complete the task and will continue to meet and carry
out further investigations into improving the future for the lakes.

Legal Implications


Public Safety

Financial Implications


The Fishing Association are willing to help with costs and volunteer labour.

Risk Implications


The Town Council must ensure all works are suitably risk assessed before any
work takes place.
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Didcot Town Council

Environment Committee
18th November 2019
Report authors: Lucy Blake & Chelsey Lordan

Splash Park in Edmonds Park
Introduction
1. This report requests that the Committee considers budgeting for a Splash Park to
be installed in Edmonds Park and to consider applying for funding to help with the
costs.
2. A Splash Park in Edmonds park has previously been agreed as a good idea to
explore. This report explains some of the funding options, the basic process and
the next steps, should this project move forward.

3. Recommendation
The Committee should decide
a. To consider creating a budget for a new Splash Park area to be
installed in Edmonds Park, similar to those in neighbouring villages and
towns (Wantage, Wallingford and Abingdon) – as this project is
predicted to cost around the £200,000 mark, it will need to go to tender
b. To consider ‘surveying’ Didcot residents for ideas on what equipment
should be included in a new Splash park and to suggest a location
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c. To consider applying to SODC for grants to assist with the Splash Park
project (individual grants that can be applied for are specified under
‘Financial Implications’)
d. To consider if this Splash Park will use a ‘once used system’ or a
‘recirculated system’ – basic explanations of both types are attached to
the end of this report, page 6
e. To consider the location and size of the Splash Park (see page 7)
f. To consider commissioning an Artist(s) to create and design aspects of
the Splash Park, whether this is fencing, benches or other parts of the
project. The artist chosen, if not local, could agree to mentor a local
artist. There is an option to draw down 5% of the Public Art Fund to do
some preliminary work with an artist
g. To consider asking a surveyor and/or tree surgeon to check the
suggested location for suitability
h. To consider looking into further funding - from the National Lottery for
example

Background
4. The Environment Committee agreed at their meeting held on 16th September,
that the Council should continue with the splash park project. Didcot is a fast
growing town with many more houses continuing to be built. In the summer there
is a lack of outdoor water play space for children to play in. Many families visit the
hugely popular splash parks in the local areas, including Wantage, Wallingford
and Abingdon.
It has previously been noted that splash parks are not cheap to maintain but are
very popular attractions. One would increase the foot fall in Edmonds Park and
help make it become a destination for Didcot residents (quoted from Environment
Committee Meeting Minutes - 16th September 2019). Maintenance contributions
can be included with the Public Art Contribution fund.
Didcot is a big town and is still expanding. The numbers of families in the area
have grown dramatically, increasing the need for more facilities for families and
children.
Didcot residents have called for Didcot Town Council to consider installing their
own Splash Park on more than one occasion. The subject is continually
discussed on social media. Didcot Town Council could call upon residents to get
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involved by making suggestions on social media, or on forms and feeding those
ideas back to the Town Council.
Artists could engage with local children whilst drawing up designs by organising
workshops. This will encourage enthusiasm with residents.
Edmonds Park is Didcot Town Council’s largest and most known park and caters
for a variety of people, whether this is dog walkers, footballers, tennis players,
fitness enthusiasts, families or children. Installing a Splash Park can only improve
this location and make it a very popular attraction in Didcot.

Legal Implications
5. The Town Council will have a duty of care towards the general public at the
Splash Park and will have the responsibility to ensure it is built to a high standard
and maintained well.
6. Didcot Town Council will have to make sure they adhere to the rules and
regulations of applying for funding using the correct procedures. They will need to
make sure they work to the timelines needed to qualify for the funds.
7. The Town Council will have to make sure that the chosen company has the
correct liability insurance cover (up to 10 million pounds) and can produce risk
assessments for the project.
8. The Town Council will have to have a designated team to take on this project and
oversee the process, who will work closely with the South and Vale District
Council, South Oxfordshire District Council, Oxfordshire County Council, the
Artist(s), the Splash Park Company, the general public and any other
group/company who may need to be involved.

Financial Implications
9. The cost of a Splash Park in Edmonds Park will vary due to the chosen size,
location and play equipment wanted. (Wantage Splash Park cost £135,000 in
2008).
10. Didcot Town Council can apply for s106 monies, but they are subject to
Oxfordshire County Council agreement that the splash park project meets the
criteria of each fund (after meeting with representatives from South and Vale and
South Oxfordshire District Council, Didcot Town Council could potentially apply
for approximately £115,000 in funding – this includes 08s48 ‘the Play Area
Contribution’ £9687.50, 10s02 ‘Play Capital Contribution’ plus maintenance
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£2223.58 + £1607, 14s16 ‘Public Art Capital Contribution, in the vicinity of the
site’ £37622.66 + £5158 maintenance and £62000 for a ‘Capital Project’).
11. There will be costs involved with the initial starting stages of this project (The
Public Art Capital Contribution money could be used for artist’s fees and
fabrication of the designed elements). Independent Artists will need to be
commissioned to work with the Community to create designs within functional
elements of the plash park and seating area (such as the design within the rubber
crumb, fencing and benches), maybe incorporating The Didcot Wave into these
workshops – it will be paramount to get the support from The Wave for this
project as people may wish to use their facilities.
“Public art can be anything physical, that is made by a professional artist, is
bespoke and of high quality” – Vale of White Horse District Council on behalf of
South Oxfordshire District Council.
12. There will be maintenance costs once the project is up and running, but Didcot
Town Council can potentially apply for maintenance funding for this. Depending
on which system is chosen, costs will vary (the recirculated system will need
Didcot Town Council staff to work over the weekends which will add to staffing
costs). The Wantage Splash park maintenance costs consist of (approximately)
£500 pa Electric, £5000 pa Water, £1200 Annual commissioning and
decommissioning. In 2015 they spent £3100 on part replacements and £1800
surfacing repairs and in 2017 £7500 was paid out on surfacing part replacement.
13. Tree surveyors will be needed to assess the trees and their roots, in the
suggested area for the Splash Park. This will incur a cost. Didcot Town Council
made enquiries and made sure that the trees in the suggested location are not
covered by Tree Protection Orders.
14. There will be small costs involved with sending the project to tender. This will
include sending the specifications out in the post and all the stationary involved
with this process.

Risk Implications
15. Didcot Town Council will have the responsibility to keep working to time
deadlines, especially when/if applying for grants.
16. Didcot Town Council will need to make sure all Planning Applications are
approved before anything progresses.
17. The Splash Park, once built, will need to be monitored for general wear and tear.
Any imperfections could cause slips, trips or falls.
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18. If a recirculated system is chosen, the chemical levels of the chlorine will need to
be closely monitored for the public’s safety.
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Water systems
Once used system:
This system will run from the main water supply and use a holding tank underground.
It will use fresh water with no added chemicals. As such this system does not require
daily checks.
The system will need to be turned off in winter. It will also need to be sterilised and
checked March/April time, after months of not being used. A sample of water will be
taken and sent to an independent laboratory. Results from the tests should be back
within a week.
This is the system used by Abingdon and Wantage.
Positive points of using this system are:


More cost effective, especially for a smaller splash park



Very low maintenance



Environmentally friendly – Some companies can add a tank underground to
collect the used water. This can then be reused to water flower beds etc.

Negative points are:


The Splash Park will only be as good as the water supply

Recirculated system:
This system will require treating more thoroughly than a swimming pool. The water
and chlorine levels will need to be checked at least twice a day. There will be 2 water
tanks underground, 1 for the clean water and 1 for the dirty water.
Every few days the filter may need to be ‘backwashed’. This is usually done at night
time so the system and the water have time to recover.
Positive points of using this system are:


It is not restricted

Negative points are:


More expensive



Will need more monitoring and tests
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Suggested Location for the Splash Park:








This suggestion is located between two existing play areas and is already
fenced in making it secure for children and difficult for dogs to enter
Having the Splash Park here will not affect the football pitches at all
An outdoor pool was once situated in the vicinity of this location and it is
hoped that the water pipes will be easily accessible for this project
The trees in this area could cause a nuisance with their roots. Didcot Town
Council will need to consult a Tree Surveyor to asses these. There are no
Trees in this area which are covered by Protection orders.
There are 7 trees in and around one of the existing play areas, which are
‘corporate stock’ and are the responsibility of the District Council
(these are shown in the picture below). These will not affect the potential
Splash Park.
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