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Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 

by the next meeting of the Council. 

 

PRESENT  

Councillors: 

J Loder (Mayor)  

D Rouane (Deputy Mayor) 

A Macdonald 
M Khan 
D Macdonald 
D Aragao 
H Macdonald 
S Cole 
A Jones 
 

T Worgan (Deputy Leader) 
A Hudson 
L Hislop 
N Hards 
A Iheozor-Ejiofor  
G Roberts 
G Ryall 
Z Mohammed 
 

Officers:  

Janet Wheeler – Town Clerk 
Lucy Blake – Deputy Town Clerk 
 
The Mayor, Cllr J Loder, opened the meeting and began by wishing everyone a 
happy New Year.  
 

67. To receive apologies 
Apologies were tendered from Cllrs S Nohre, K Morrison, C Jennings and J 
Broadbent.  
 
68. To receive declarations of interests 
None were received.  
 
69.  To approve and adopt the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 3rd 
November 2025 and to include questions on the minutes as to the progress of 
any item 
It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and RESOLVED to 
approve and adopt the minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 3rd November 
2025. The vote was unanimous. There were no questions on the minutes.  

 

Council Meeting 

Monday 5th January 2026 at 7.30pm 

Ladygrove Room, Didcot Civic Hall 
 

Minutes  

Didcot Town Council 
 

 

Ordinary meeting of Council 

Monday 4th October 2019 at 7.30pm 

Ladygrove Room, Didcot Civic Hall 

 

Minutes 

 Didcot Town Council 
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70. To receive the Committee minutes and decisions taken under delegated 
authority and to consider recommendations of Committees to Council in 
accordance with Standing Orders 95 – 112  
 
a) Planning and Development Committee 
It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, and RESOLVED 
to receive the Minutes for the meetings held on 5th November, 26th November, and 
17th December 2025 (to be approved by Committee). The vote was unanimous.  
 
There were no recommendations. 
 
b) Finance and General Purposes Committee 
It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr A Hudson, and RESOLVED to 
receive the minutes of the meetings held on 24th November, and 15th December 
2025 (to be approved by Committee). The vote was unanimous.  
 
There were eight recommendations: 
 
Minute 88: To respond to the consultation on funding for the next three years 
of contributions to the LGPS 
Cllr T Worgan confirmed that the contribution rate has fallen from 21.7% to 19.9% 
due to improved performance of the pension investments.  
It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr G Roberts, and RESOLVED that 
the new contribution rate for the next three years be noted and that a response to the 
consultation be submitted by 31st January 2026. The vote was unanimous.  
 
Minute 93: To review the draft ‘Making and Installing’ contract for the S106 
Public Art project in Edmonds Park 
This item was covered in the confidential section of the meeting.  
 
Minute 100: To approve the recommended precept of £1,714,966 for the 2026-
2027 financial year 
Cllr T Worgan explained that the 7% increase in the proposed precept represents an 
actual increase of 5.5% per Band D property, equating to approximately £7.76 per 
Band D property – from £142.12 to £149.87 per year. 
Cllr T Worgan proposed the precept of £1,714,966, as recommended by the F&GP 
Committee. This was seconded by Cllr G Roberts and voted on: 
 
IN FAVOUR: 10, AGAINST: 0, ABSTENTIONS: 7. 
 
It was RESOLVED to recommend a precept of £1,714,966 for the 2026-2027 
financial year from the District Council. 
 
Minute 101: To approve the final budget figures for 2026-2027 
The approval of the final budget figures for 2026-2027 were proposed by Cllr T 
Worgan and seconded by Cllr H Macdonald. This proposal was voted on: 
 
IN FAVOUR: 10, AGAINST: 0, ABSTENTIONS: 7. 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the final budget figures for the 2026-2027 financial 
year.  
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Minute 102: To approve in principle the recommendations of the Remuneration 
Panel for Town and Parish Councils from May 2027 – after the next local 
elections 
Cllr T Worgan explained that he had not participated in the vote on this item at the 
previous F&GP meeting and would therefore not participate in the vote at this 
meeting, due to receiving an allowance already as a District Councillor.   
Members discussed the recommendations from the Remuneration Panel, specifically 
the proposal to introduce a basic allowance for elected Town Councillors, from the 
next election. 
Cllr N Hards opposed the proposal, noting that Town Councillors volunteer their time 
to serve their community. Cllr D Aragao highlighted that the allowance could 
encourage a more diverse Council in future years, and that Councillors would have 
the option to decline it. He further commented that the F&GP Committee were in 
agreement with the proposal, but that no current Councillor would receive any 
allowance. The recommendations were proposed by Cllr G Roberts and seconded 
by Cllr H Macdonald. The proposal was then put to a vote: 
 
IN FAVOUR: 10, AGAINST: 0, ABSTENTIONS: 7. 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the recommendations of the Remuneration Panel in 
principle, with specific details to be approved at a later meeting.  
 
Minute 103: To approve the CIL Annual Report from 1st April to 31st March 2025 
It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, and RESOLVED 
to approve the CIL Annual Report from 1st April to 31st March 2025. The vote was 
unanimous.  
 
Minute 107: To review the report from the Local Consultancy (LCC) and the 
recommendations from the P&A and F&GP Committees 
This item was covered in the confidential section of the meeting.  
 
Minute 108: To review and approve the salary recommendations from the P&A 
and F&GP Committees relating to the 26-27 financial year 
This item was covered in the confidential section of the meeting.  
 
c) Environment & Climate Committee 
It was proposed by Cllr G Roberts, seconded by Cllr A Macdonald, and RESOLVED 
to receive the Minutes for the meeting held on 17th November 2025 (to be approved 
by Committee). The vote was unanimous. 
 
There were two recommendations: 
 
Minute 46: To approve the amendments made to the Land Hire Policy 
Cllr G Roberts explained that the amendments to the Policy would enhance 
transparency and accountability for both the Council and hirers and reduce staff time 
spent chasing required documentation from applicants. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr G Roberts, seconded by Cllr A Macdonald, and RESOLVED 
to approve the amendments to the Land Hire Policy. The vote was unanimous. 
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Minute 47: To approve the suggested annual charges for Didcot Town 
Council’s services for the 2026-2027 financial year 
Members considered the suggested annual charges and noted the nominal 3% 
increase across most items. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr G Roberts, seconded by Cllr A Macdonald and RESOLVED 
to approve the suggested annual charges and recommendations set out in the 
report. This proposal was voted on: 
 
FOR: 16, AGAINST: 0, ABSTENTION: 1. 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the annual charges for the 2026-2027 financial year. 
  
d) Personnel and Administration Committee 
It was proposed by Cllr D Aragao, seconded by Cllr G Ryall, and RESOLVED to 
receive the minutes for the meeting held on 1st December 2025 (to be approved by 
Committee). The vote was unanimous. 
 
There was one recommendation:   
 
Minute 45: To consider a future Outside Services Day 
Cllr D Aragao highlighted that an Outside Services Day would allow the Council to 
showcase its staff, machinery and facilities, provide staff networking opportunities, 
and incur minimal cost.   
 
It was proposed by Cllr D Aragao, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, and RESOLVED 
to host an Outside Services Day in 2026. The vote was unanimous.  
 
e) Property & Facilities Committee 
It was proposed by Cllr A Hudson, seconded by Cllr A Jones, and RESOLVED to 
approve the minutes for the meeting held on 8th December 2025 (to be approved by 
Committee). The vote was unanimous. 
 
There were three recommendations to the Council: 
 
Minute 50.7: To consider the Civic Hall hire prices for the next financial year 
from 1st April 2026 – 31st March 2027 
It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr A Ejiofor, and RESOLVED to 
continue with the existing Civic Hall hire charges, as set out in the report, for the 
2026–2027 financial year. The vote was unanimous.  
 
Minute 51.4: To consider the Willowbrook Leisure Centre hire prices for the 
next financial year from 1st April 2026 – 31st March 2027 
It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr A Ejiofor, and RESOLVED to 
continue with the existing Willowbrook Leisure Centre hire charges, as set out in the 
report, for the 2026–2027 financial year. The vote was unanimous.  
 
Minute 52.4: To consider the Edmonds Park Pavilion hire prices for the next 
financial year from 1st April 2026 – 31st March 2027 
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It was proposed by Cllr A Jones, seconded by Cllr A Ejiofor, and RESOLVED to 
continue with the existing Edmonds Park Pavilion hire charges, as set out in the 
report, for the 2026–2027 financial year. The vote was unanimous.  
 
71. To receive the Mayor’s Report and the Deputy Mayor’s report – 5th 
November – 5th January 2026 
Both reports were noted by the Council.  
Cllr J Loder reported that he had attended a wide range of events during this period.  
Cllr A Macdonald enquired whether a Civic event would be held. Cllr J Loder 
confirmed that he would liaise with staff regarding this. 
 
72. To approve the proposed meeting dates for 2026-2027 civic year  
Cllr T Worgan explained that he was unable to attend the F&GP meeting scheduled 
for 15th June 2026, and as Chair, wished to be present. He suggested that this 
meeting be swapped with the E&C meeting on 8th June 2026, to allow sufficient time 
before the Full Council meeting on 22nd June, at which the Audit will be considered.  
The Town Clerk explained that the proposed schedule of meeting dates had been 
prepared to accommodate the availability of the contractor who assists with year-end 
processes. She added that she would contact the contractor to determine whether a 
tighter deadline could be met and, if so, would be willing to amend the dates 
accordingly. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr J Loder, seconded by Cllr D Rouane, and RESOLVED to 
approve the suggested schedule of meetings for the 2026-2027 civic year, subject to 
the potential swap of the F&GP and E&C meeting in June. The vote was unanimous.  
 
73. To receive such communications as the Leader of the Council may wish to 
bring before the Council and to consider the recommendation of the Leader on 
how such communications should be dealt with. 
The Deputy Leader, Cllr T Worgan, confirmed that a training session on 
Neighbourhood Planning and enforcement is being arranged for the end of the 
month, with the exact date to be confirmed. A “Save the date” has already been 
circulated to Members and the session will be held in Didcot. 
 

74. Didcot Garden Town Project and the report of the Council's Representative 
on the Didcot Garden Town Management Board. 
Cllr T Worgan confirmed that there had not been a meeting of the Didcot Garden 
Town Management Board since the last Full Council meeting. He noted that the next 
meeting is scheduled for 19th January 2026, and an update will be provided at the 
following Full Council meeting.  
 
75. Questions to the Leader concerning the business of the Council in 
accordance with Standing Order 58. 
There was one question for the Deputy Leader.  
 
Q. Have you enjoyed seeing the new Christmas Light displays this year, and 
which element has been your favourite? (Cllr L Hislop) 
The Deputy Leader confirmed that he had enjoyed the Christmas lights this year and 
noted that his favourite decoration was the large present on the Broadway, which 
had provided a popular photo opportunity for members of the community. 
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Pursuant to Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 1960 
the committee will be asked to exclude the press and public from the meeting 
on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by 
reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted 

76. F&GP Minute 93: To review the draft ‘Making and Installing’ contract for the 
S106 Public Art project in Edmonds Park 
Members considered the contract. Cllr D Rouane addressed comments regarding 
Public Art on social media, expressing support for projects that improve community 
spaces and uplift mood, noting that this particular project will enhance Edmonds 
Park. Cllr A Jones agreed. 
Cllr T Worgan explained that funds for Public Art projects are provided by developers 
and, if not used specifically for Public Art, must be returned to the developer; they 
cannot be allocated for other purposes. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr G Roberts, and RESOLVED to 
approve the Making and Installing contract for the S106 Public Art project. The vote 
was unanimous.  
 
77. F&GP Minute 107: To review the report from the Local Council Consultancy 
(LCC) and the recommendations from the P&A and F&GP Committees 
It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, and RESOLVED 
to approve the recommendations from both the P&A and F&GP Committee 
regarding the report from the LCC. The vote was unanimous. 
 
78. F&GP Minute 108: To review and approve the salary recommendations 
form the P&A and F&GP Committees relating to the 26-27 financial year   
It was proposed by Cllr T Worgan, seconded by Cllr H Macdonald, and RESOLVED 
to approve the salary recommendations from the P&A and F&GP Committees for the 
2026–2027 financial year. The vote was unanimous. 

Cllr M Khan noted that the recommended salary uplifts are well deserved. 

 

The meeting closed at 8.02 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:       (Mayor) Date:     


