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Finance and General Purposes Committee 
25th October 2021 7.30pm 
All Saints Room, Didcot Civic Hall 
 
 

Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 

by the next meeting of this Committee. 

 

Present: 

Councillor J Moody (Chair) 
Councillor P Siggers (Vice Chair) 
Councillor A Dearlove 
Councillor V Haval 
Councillor D Chandran 
Councillor A Thompson 
Councillor E Hards (sub for Councillor A Sandiford) 
 
Officer: Mrs J Wheeler – Town Clerk 
                     Callum Stacey – Committee Clerk 
   
   
Also present: 
 
Councillor D Rouane and two members of the public. 
 
86. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Cllr A Sandiford (Cllr E Hards subbing).  

 
87. Declarations of interests  
Cllr V Haval declared an interest in agenda item 11, stating that she attends 
Ladygrove Church at Ladygrove Community Hall but is not a member and has no 
influence on decision making. 
 
88.  To approve the Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee 
meeting held on 27th September 2021 
It was proposed by Cllr J Moody and seconded by Cllr P Siggers and RESOLVED to 
approve the minutes as an accurate record with an amendment to page 4 where 
‘chairman’ should read ‘chair’ which is the Council’s usual style. 
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89. Questions on the minutes as to the progress of any item 
Cllr Haval queried whether Councillors should be contacting groups who may have 
an interest in using Willowbrook or whether they would be contacted by Council 
Officers. 
 
It was confirmed that the Projects and Services Officer has been in contact with 
previous users of the venue and a Willowbrook specific email address 
(willowbrook@didcot.gov.uk) has been set up to receive and respond to enquiries. 
 
Cllr J Moody gave an update on the rollout of internet and IT services at 
Willowbrook. Costs had been received after the agenda was sent out and was 
distributed to members at the meeting. The total first year cost will be £5147.80 and 
total ongoing annual costs will be £1285.60. 
 
Public participation 
It was proposed by Cllr J Moody and seconded by Cllr P Siggers and RESOLVED to 
suspend standing orders to allow for public participation. 
 
David Kerrigan of Didcot Baptist Church addressed the Committee regarding the 
church’s recent Grant Aid application. Mr Kerrigan explained that the church’s Harry 
Lewis Hall has had acoustics issues for a number of years which have only got 
worse over the last 18 months. The Harry Lewis Hall is used extensively by 
community groups not associated with the church including three U3A groups, 
Welcome Break, baby and toddler groups. The Didcot Community Foodbank also 
now operates from the premises.  
 
Cllr V Haval wished to clarify that the Harry Lewis Hall was predominantly a 
community space, Mr Kerrigan confirmed that The Sanctuary is the church’s main 
worship space, and the Harry Lewis Hall is primarily used by community groups. 
 
Cllr D Rouane (Council representative to Fleet Meadow Community Association 
(FMCA)) and Martyn Thorne (Chairperson of FMCA) addressed the Committee 
regarding agenda item 13. 
 
Cllr Rouane explained the issues the FMCA is currently facing. The community hall 
is run by four volunteer trustees who have put in a considerable amount of hard work 
over the years but are at the point where they are now unable to continue with their 
duties.  
 
Mr Thorne explained that efforts have been made to find new volunteers but to no 
avail. There are a wide range of people and groups that use the hall including martial 
arts, kids groups and music groups. Mr Thorne expressed his opinion that it would 
be a great loss to the community if the building were to cease operations. The 
building is currently in good repair with financial reserves available for improvements. 
Mr Thorne explained that his vision for the future of the hall is for it to be run by the 
Council on behalf of all residents of the Town. 
 
Cllr J Moody suggested that if the Council were to take on the hall, they would look 
to do so from 1st April 2022 rather than August 2022 (as suggested by the FMCA) to 
allow the Council to make proper financial provision in the budget. 
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Cllr E Hards wished to clarify who currently owns the building. 
 
Mr Thorne responded that the lease speaks a lot about the land the building is on 
and seems to refer to the building being erected at the expense of the association. 
 
Cllr D Rouane expressed his understanding that the land was owned by the Council 
and the building was owned by the FMCA. Mr Thorne expressed a desire for the 
FMCA to give the building to the Council to continue to be used in its current 
capacity. 
 
Cllr J Moody expressed a desire to consider taking on the building from 1st April 2022 
subject to legal due diligence taking place and an investigation into the ownership of 
the building. 
 
90. To note a grant report 
A report was received from Didcot Food Festival and was noted by the Committee 
 
91. To consider a grant application from Didcot Baptist Church 
It was proposed by Cllr E Hards and seconded by Cllr A Thompson and RESOLVED 
to award the grant of £2000 to Didcot Baptist Church. 
 
92. To review the financial reports for September 2021 
Cllr J Moody noted the substantial decrease in aged debtors. 
 
The accounts and payments for September 2021 were noted by the Committee. 
 
93. To consider the second review of the draft 2022-2023 budget with 
September figures 
Cllr V Haval noted a disconnect between the budget for bar sales and the budget for 
room hire. 
 
Cllr E Hards queried whether the grant to Ladygrove Community Centre had been 
paid in 2021-2022, the Finance Administrator would look into this. 
 
It was agreed that provision would need to be made for the potential taking over of 
Fleet Meadow Community Hall. 
 
94. To note the successful completion of the 2020-2021 audit 
The completion of the audit was noted by the Committee. 
 
95.  To note the autumn CIL payment 
The autumn CIL payment was noted by the Committee. 
 
96.  To consider and approve the variation of the Ladygrove Community Hall to 
allow the All Saints C of E Primary School to administer the building  
Cllr J Moody explained that as a consequence of the school taking over 
management of the hall, the Council would no longer have the financial responsibility 
which it previously had. 
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Concerns were expressed that with the grant no longer being made that it is no 
longer assured that the hall will remain a community space. A suggestion was made 
to seek assurances on this. 
 
97. To consider two reports from the Outside Team regarding communications 
It was proposed by Cllr J Moody and seconded by Cllr P Siggers and RESOLVED to 
approve the purchase of six CAT B40 handsets and six 24-month contracts with 
Three Business at a total cost of £1259.52. 
 
98. To note the situation concerning the Fleet Meadow Community Hall 
It was AGREED that the Council would begin investigations into the financial and 
legal implications of taking on the Fleet Meadow Community Hall. 
 
99. To appoint a new card reader provider for card payments in the bar 
It was proposed by Cllr and seconded by Cllr and RESOLVED to select Company B 
as the Civic Hall card payments provider. 
 
100. To note the progress report on items not on this agenda. 

The progress report was noted by the Committee. 

There was a query around the appointment of a new architect for the Edmonds Park 
Pavilion, an update on which would be given at the next meeting. 

There was also a query on the internal auditor’s visit, it was confirmed that this had 
been postponed. 

101. Exclusion of the press and public  
RESOLVED: pursuant to Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 
1960 to exclude the press and public from the meeting on the grounds that publicity 
would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted. 

102. To note the response to SODC regarding a potential transfer of 
community assets at Ladygrove East 
The response was noted by the Committee.  
 
103. To consider a request from Croudace Homes regarding the future 
management of the new Community building at Ladygrove North 
It was AGREED that further information would be required for the Council to make 
an informed decision.  
 
Meeting closed at 8.44pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed__________________Chair         Date __________________ 


