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Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 

by the next meeting of the Council. 

 

PRESENT  

 

Councillors: 

D Chandran 
P Davies 
J Durman 
E Hards 
V Haval 
A Hudson 
M Khan (Mayor) 
A Macdonald 

D Macdonald 

 

M McNeill 
J Moody 
D Rouane 
P Siggers (Deputy Mayor)  
B Service 
A Thompson 
M Walsh 
C Wilson 
 

Officers:  

Janet Wheeler - Town Clerk 
 

Also present: 
Four members of the public. 
 
The Mayor opened the meeting by reminding Councillors of the rules and procedures 
of face-to-face meetings after a period of meeting virtually. 
 

63.  To receive apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr A Sandiford, Cllr P Giesberg and Cllr A Dearlove. 

Cllr M Mallows was absent. 

It was proposed by Cllr M Khan and seconded by Cllr P Siggers and RESOLVED to 

suspend standing orders to allow public participation. 

Public Participation 

Catherine Convery addressed the Council regarding item 11 on the agenda. Ms 

Convery spoke in support of the motion from Cllr J Durman to request that South 
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Oxfordshire District Council completes a Community Governance Review and then 

introduce this change for the 2023 Parish Elections. Ms Convery highlighted 

transparency for residents, balance of workload for Councillors and the request for a 

boundary review as the need to balance numbers of voters in each ward of Didcot’s 

growing population. 

District and County Cllr Jane Murphy addressed the Council speaking on behalf of 

Didcot residents. Cllr Murphy spoke to support Cllr J Durman’s motion, stating it will 

lead to fairer and more equal representation for residents. 

Standing Orders were reinstated. 

64. To receive declarations of interests 

There were no declarations of interest. 

65. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 28th 

June 2021 and to include questions on the minutes as to the progress of any 

item. 

It was proposed by Cllr D Macdonald and seconded by Cllr E Hards and RESOLVED 

to approve the minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 28th June 2021 with an 

amendment to minute 34 to reflect the correct date and an amendment to minutes 40 

and 41 where ‘Didcot Garden Town Management Board’ should read ‘Didcot Garden 

Town Advisory Board’. 

66. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Extra Ordinary meeting held on 

30th June 2021 and to include questions on the minutes as to the progress of 

any item.  

It was proposed by Cllr E Hards and seconded by Cllr M Walsh and RESOLVED to 

approve the minutes of the Extra Ordinary meeting held on 30th June 2021. 

67. To approve and adopt the minutes of the Extra Ordinary meeting held on 

16th August 2021 and to include questions on the minutes as to the progress of 

any item.  

It was proposed by Cllr D Macdonald and seconded by Cllr A Hudson and 

RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the Extra Ordinary meeting held on 16th 

August 2021. 

68. To receive the draft minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 22nd 

March 2021 

It was proposed by Cllr M Khan and seconded by Cllr E Hards and RESOLVED to 

receive the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 22nd March 2021. Approval 

of these minutes will take place at the Annual Town Meeting in March 2022.  

69. To receive the Committee minutes and decisions taken under delegated 

authority and to consider recommendations of Committees to Council in 

accordance with Standing Orders 98 - 105 
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a) Planning and Development Committee 

(i) To receive the minutes: 

It was proposed by Cllr E Hards and seconded by Cllr J Durman and 

RESOLVED to receive the minutes for the meetings held on 23rd June 2021, 

14th July 2021, 4th August 2021 and 25th August 2021. 

b) Finance and General Purposes Committee 

(i) To receive the minutes: 

It was proposed by Cllr J Moody and seconded by Cllr P Siggers and 

RESOLVED to receive the minutes for the meetings held on 26th July 2021 

and 23rd August 2021 

 

(ii) Recommendation Minute 65 – It was proposed by Cllr A Macdonald and 

seconded by Cllr D Macdonald and RESOLVED to approve the 

recommendation to vire the sum of £5,849 from contingency 1171/101 to 

1108/101 training and conferences to make the budget for the 2021/2022 up 

to £8,000 

c) Environment & Climate Committee 

(i) To receive the minutes: 

It was proposed by Cllr A Macdonald and seconded by Cllr C Wilson and 

RESOLVED to receive the minutes for the meeting held on 19th July 2021 with 

an amendment to minute 31 noting the date and time of the forthcoming 

Remembrance Day parade on 14th November at 2:30pm. 

d) Personnel and Administration Committee 

(i) To receive the minutes: 

It was proposed by Cllr D Macdonald and seconded by Cllr E Hards and 

RESOLVED to receive the minutes for the meeting held on 2nd August 2021. 

 

(ii) Recommendation Minute 17 – It was proposed by Cllr D Macdonald and 

seconded by Cllr E Hards and RESOLVED to approve and adopt the 

Complaints Policy and Disciplinary Procedure. 

e) Property & Facilities Committee 

(i) To receive the minutes: 

It was proposed by Cllr P Siggers and seconded by Cllr J Moody and 

RESOLVED to receive the minutes for the meeting held on 28th July 2021 

70. To receive the Mayor’s Report and Deputy Mayor’s Report 

The Mayor gave an account of his activities as Mayor. Since the report was 

published he had awarded prizes to winners of the Sunflower Competition. He is also 

due to open a training centre at Didcot Fire Station and take part in a training 
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exercise where he will be cut out of a car crash vehicle by the fire crew. The Mayor 

thanked Cllr P Siggers for deputising in the summer.  

The Mayor also advertised his charity Barn Dance to take place on 19th November 

2021 at the Civic Hall. 

71.  To receive the notes from the first meeting of the Pavilion and Splash 
Park Working Group 

It was proposed by Cllr A Macdonald and seconded by Cllr A Hudson and 

RESOLVED to receive the notes. 

72. To receive such communications as the Leader of the Council may wish to 

bring before Council and to consider the recommendation of the Leader on 

how such communications should be dealt with. 

There were no communications for this meeting. 

 

73. To consider motions in the order in which they have been notified: 

Two motions were received.  

 

Motion One was proposed by Cllr P Davies and seconded by Cllr D Chandran: 

 

Long-term plan to remove the overhead power lines and pylons from 

residential areas of Didcot by ‘undergrounding’ the power lines by 2050 

 
 

“We propose that Didcot Town Council resolve to request from National Grid 

Electricity Transmission, Central Government and others; that the overhead 

power lines and pylon be removed or buried by undergrounding where they 

transit directly through or bound the residential areas of Didcot by 2050. 
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DTC have no authority or responsibility over the pylons and the overhead 

power cables nor the electricity transmission grid.  The lines, when built, 

skirted around the housing areas of Didcot.  Continued housing development 

over the years has meant that the overheads now transit directly though the 

newer residential areas of the town.  The building exclusion zone along the 

power lines form part of the Town’s public open space.  Amenity of that public 

open space would be significantly improved by the removal or undergrounding 

of the overheads. 

National Grid publish a document titled ‘Undergounding high voltage 

electricity transmission lines’ detailing the technical issues.  

Undergrounding the power lines through Didcot’s residential areas would 

possibly be via Deep Bore Tunnels.  This method would possibly require 

tunnel head houses at either end and the direction change on Ladygrove East 

along with a Cable sealing end compound at either end where the transition 

between overhead and below ground occurs. 

The West end is a vacant plot off Collet on Southmead which appears 

recently owned by SODC.  The direction change land with pylon on 

Ladygrove East appears owned by SODC.  The South East end is a farmer’s 

field just South of St Hughs Rise.  Deep Bore tunnels would cross both the 

Cherwell Valley rail line and the Great Western Mainline without surface 

disruption.   

Cut and cover tunnels are not viable now that most of Ladygrove has been 

developed and due to the railway lines. 

There is approximately 3km of overhead power lines in or near the residential 

areas of Didcot: 

2km Southmead to Ladygrove East 

1km Ladygrove East to St Hughs Rise. 

SODC resolved on 25th March 2021 to have a long-term ambition by 2050 to 

have the 400kv power lines dissecting Didcot be buried by undergrounding. 

Motion: 

Didcot Town Council resolve to hold the ambition to see overhead powerlines 

removed or buried by undergrounding where they transit directly through or 

bound the residential areas of Didcot by 2050. 

Actions:  

1. Formally write to request from National Grid Electricity Transmission 

and Central Government that the overhead power lines and pylon be removed 

or buried by undergrounding where they transit directly through or bound the 

residential areas of Didcot by 2050. 

2. Write to SODC to join them in their resolved long-term ambition to 

achieve the undergrounding by 2050 and ask how we can work together to 

achieve this aim. 

3. Write to Oxfordshire County Council & Didcot Division Councillors to 

request they too consider a resolution to have a long-term ambition by 2050 to 

have the 400kv power lines dissecting Didcot be buried by undergrounding.” 
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Cllr P Davies spoke to the motion. The aim was to encourage Didcot Town Council 

to join with District and County Councils to present a unified front. Cllr D Chandran 

seconded the motion. 

 

The motion was debated with questions on cost, source of funds, safeguarding of 

green areas around Didcot and public safety. The potential improvement to the area 

around the pylons could lead to development unless the green spaces were 

protected and retained for leisure. A recorded vote was requested. 

 

Recorded Vote 

 For Against  Abstention 

Cllr J Durman    X 

Cllr P Davies  X   

Cllr A Dearlove - - - 

Cllr P Giesberg - - - 

Cllr E Hards  X   

Cllr B Service   X 

Cllr V Haval X   

Cllr D Chandran  X   

Cllr A Hudson  X   

Cllr M Khan  X   

Cllr A Macdonald  X   

Cllr D Macdonald  X   

Cllr M Mallows  - - - 

Cllr M McNeill X   

Cllr J Moody  X   

Cllr D Rouane  X   

Cllr A Sandiford - - - 

Cllr P Siggers X   

Cllr A Thompson   X 

Cllr M Walsh  X   

Cllr C Wilson  X   

 

The motion was carried. There were 14 votes in favour and 3 abstentions. 
 
Motion Two was proposed by Cllr J Durman and seconded by Cllr A Thompson: 
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Didcot Town Council requests South Oxfordshire District Council completes a 
Community Governance Review and then introduce for the 2023 Parish 
Elections. 
 
“The Town Council notes that: 
 
1. The current electoral ward structure gives greater voter power to those in wards 
electing a large number of Councillors for example a voter in one part of Didcot can 
have 7 votes and elect 7 Councillors, whereas other area’s only have one vote to 
elect 1 Councillor. 
2. The current electoral ward structure creates confusion for constituents as they can 
have many councillors and not know which one to contact. 
3. The current electoral ward structure means that councillors representing wards 
with a large number of electors have more Constituents to help than those who 
represent wards with a smaller population. 
4. The current warding is more suitable for smaller parish councils rather than large 
councils such as Didcot. 
 
The aim of this motion is that: 
 
1. The democracy of Didcot Town Council is increased. 
2. Each area and voter of Didcot will have the same electoral power 
3. Each Councillor will have a similar amount of constituents 
4. Constituents will have closer links with their Councillors 
 
The Town Council therefore requests that: 
 
1. The Town Council writes to South Oxfordshire District Council and requests that a 
Community Governance Review is completed and then introduced for the 2023 
Parish Elections. 
2. The aim of the review to be that Didcot Town Council area is split into 11 electoral 
wards, each electing 2 councillors. 
3. When creating new electoral ward boundaries, local communities are taken into 
account and taking advantage of natural/man-made boundaries to create them 
where possible – for example but not limited to the railway line, main roads, pylons.” 
 
Questions were raised as to what has changed since the previous motion presented 
in September 2020. It was noted that Didcot is growing and changing.  Cllr J Moody 
noted that the motion seemed to pre-determine the result rather than request the 
review. He therefore proposed an amendment to remove points 2 and 3 under ‘The 
Town Council therefore requests’ leaving only point 1 ‘The Town Council writes to 
South Oxfordshire District Council and request that a Community Governance 
Review is completed and then introduced for the 2023 Parish Elections.’   
 
This was seconded by Cllr E Hards. The amendment was rejected by Cllr J Durman 
and Cllr A Thompson. Cllr J Durman requested a recorded vote on the amended 
motion.  
 
Recorded Vote 

 For Against  Abstention 

Cllr J Durman   X  
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Cllr P Davies  X   

Cllr A Dearlove - - - 

Cllr P Giesberg - - - 

Cllr E Hards  X   

Cllr B Service  X  

Cllr V Haval   X 

Cllr D Chandran    X 

Cllr A Hudson  X   

Cllr M Khan  X   

Cllr A Macdonald  X   

Cllr D Macdonald  X   

Cllr M Mallows  - - - 

Cllr M McNeill X   

Cllr J Moody  X   

Cllr D Rouane    X 

Cllr A Sandiford - - - 

Cllr P Siggers X   

Cllr A Thompson  X  

Cllr M Walsh  X   

Cllr C Wilson  X   

 
There were 11 votes in favour, 3 against and 3 abstentions. The motion was 
amended. 
 
Cllr P Davies proposed a further amendment to point 1 under ‘The Town Council 
therefore requests that’ to include an additional request that a boundary review is 
completed as well as a Community Governance Review. This was seconded by Cllr 
J Moody. The amendment was approved by Cllr J Moody and Cllr E Hards. A 
recorded vote was requested on the amended motion. 
 
“Didcot Town Council requests South Oxfordshire District Council and Vale of 
White Horse District Council completes a Community Governance Review and 
a Boundary Review and then introduce for the 2023 Parish Elections.” 
 
Recorded Vote 

 For Against  Abstention 

Cllr J Durman  X   

Cllr P Davies  X   

Cllr A Dearlove - - - 
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Cllr P Giesberg - - - 

Cllr E Hards  X   

Cllr B Service X   

Cllr V Haval X   

Cllr D Chandran  X   

Cllr A Hudson  X   

Cllr M Khan  X   

Cllr A Macdonald  X   

Cllr D Macdonald  X   

Cllr M Mallows  - - - 

Cllr M McNeill X   

Cllr J Moody  X   

Cllr D Rouane  X   

Cllr A Sandiford - - - 

Cllr P Siggers X   

Cllr A Thompson X   

Cllr M Walsh  X   

Cllr C Wilson  X   

 
The motion was carried, there were 17 votes in favour. 

 
74. Didcot Garden Town Project and the report of the Council's 

Representative on the Didcot Garden Town Advisory Board 

Cllr D Macdonald spoke on the key points from the most recent meeting of the 

Didcot Garden Town Advisory Board. Great Western Park should be completed by 

the end of 2022. The Didcot North East development has a phasing plan to allow for 

infrastructure. The current proposal for the Didcot Gateway project is to have 300 

new homes. 

 

Cllr D Macdonald gave a summary of the issues discussed at the Business Sounding 

Board and the Parish Sounding Board. She stated that transport would be a key 

point of discussion at the next meeting and invited questions from Members for her 

to ask on their behalf.  

 

75. Questions to the Leader concerning the business of the Council in 

accordance with Standing Order 58  

 

Q: Can the leader give an update on the new end panel for the bus shelter on 

Station Road? – Cllr B Service 
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A: This is an item to be considered at the next meeting of the Environment and 

Climate Committee on 13th September 2021. The end panel should have been put 

on the south end of the shelter. 

 

Q: Does the Leader share the disappointment that the views of the Council’s 

Planning and Development Committee and a considerable number of residents were 

disregarded by the South Oxfordshire District Council Planning Committee regarding 

the development at Didcot Town Football Club? – Cllr A Thompson 

 

A: The Leader shares disappointment at the outcome of this application. 

 

Q: Can the Leader confirm whether other schools are planning similar activities to 

the raising of the Eco Flag at Didcot Primary Academy? – Cllr C Wilson 

 

A: The Eco Flag is a nationwide initiative targeting schools, encouraging pupils to get 

involved. There is an auditing process involved and 1500 schools received the award 

giving them the right to fly the Eco Flag. 

 
76. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

Pursuant to Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 

1960 the committee will be asked to exclude the press and public from 

the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the 

public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to 

be transacted 

 

The Property & Facilities Manager, Mr N White, joined the meeting 

 

77. To note the report from the Property & Facilities Manager relating to 
potential costs for a replacement architect 
Cllr A Macdonald introduced the report. It was explained that due to unforeseen 
circumstances the current architect is unable to continue. It was confirmed that a 
tender will need to be issued on Contracts Finder as it is over the £25,000 threshold. 
It was proposed by Cllr A Macdonald and seconded by Cllr C Wilson and 
RESOLVED to issue a tender for a replacement architect and associated consultants 
to take the scheme through to completion once planning permission is finally 
approved.  
 
It was noted that achieving a BREEAM Excellent status for the building will add to 
overall costs. 
 

78.  To receive an up-date on the Asset of Community value request 

It was proposed by Cllr D Macdonald and seconded by Cllr P Davies and 

RESOLVED to put the request on hold. The permission for the new development at 

this site has been granted and the situation has changed. A watching brief would be 

carried out to note the progress of the new development. 
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Some Councillors were wary on whether this would resolve the organisation’s 

financial difficulties. 

 

The vote to put the Asset of Community Value Request on hold was:  

IN FAVOUR = 11; AGAINST = 3; ABSTENTION = 3. 

 

The meeting closed at 09:29pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:      (Mayor) Date:   


