
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Note: These minutes are subject to approval as a true and correct record 

by the next meeting of the Council.  

 

PRESENT  

 

Councillors: 

A Dearlove 
P Davies (late arrival) 
P Giesberg 
E Hards 
N Harris 
V Haval 
S Hewerdine 
A Hudson 
M Khan 
A Macdonald 

A Thompson 

 

D Macdonald 
M Mallows 
M McNeill 
J Moody 
D Rouane 
A Sandiford 
P Siggers 
M Walsh 
C Wilson 
J Durman  

 

     Officers: Janet Wheeler - Town Clerk 

  

Six members of the public were in the audience. 

 

Public Participation 

None  

 

110. To receive apologies 

No apologies. 
 

111. To receive declarations of interests 

 

Ordinary meeting of Council 

Monday 2
nd

 March 2020 at 7.30pm 

Ladygrove Room, Didcot Civic Hall 
 

Minutes 

Didcot Town Council 
 

 

Ordinary meeting of Council 

Monday 4
th
 October 2019 at 7.30pm 

Ladygrove Room, Didcot Civic Hall 

 

Minutes 

 Didcot Town Council 



  

 

 
 

Cllr E Hards declared an interest in item 7 – the financial reports as she is a 

trustee of Oxfordshire South & Vale Citizens Advice. Cllrs D Macdonald and P 

Siggers declared an interest in item 15 Motions – as they are members of 

Plastic Free Didcot which is mentioned in the motion.  

112. To receive petitions 

None received.  

113. To approve and adopt the minutes of the ordinary Council Meeting held 

on the 13th January 2020 and to include questions on the minutes as to the 

progress of any item.  

The Mayor paged through the minutes for accuracy and to allow for questions. 

On minute 102 – after some discussion it was agreed to include that the 

Mayor had ruled that he would accept a majority of votes rather than two 

thirds majority in the current 2018 standing orders.  

 

On minute 107 – Cllr V Haval wished to note that she had voted against 

deferring the motion from Cllr Durman – result 4 against.  

 

It was proposed by the Mayor; seconded by Cllr M Khan and RESOLVED to 

approve and adopt the minutes of the ordinary Council meeting held on 13th 

January 2020. 

 

114. To receive the Committee minutes and decisions taken under delegated 

authority, and to consider recommendations of Committees to Council in 

accordance with Standing Orders 100 to 107:  

(a) Planning and Development Committee  

 

i. To receive the minutes:  

 

8th January, 29th January and 19th February 2020 (not approved by Committee)   

 

Councillors were asked to receive the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings 

held on 8th January, 29th January and 19th February 2020. It was proposed by Cllr D 

Macdonald, seconded by Cllr E Hards and RESOLVED to receive the minutes of the 

Planning Committee meetings held on 8th January, 29th January and 19th February 

2020. 

(ii) Recommendation - minute 128 (29th January meeting) Motion regarding 

Jubilee Way roundabout. It was proposed by Cllr J Durman and seconded by Cllr A 

Thompson to approve the actions in the motion. Cllr D Rouane stated that a budget 

had been approved for re-modelling this roundabout which would be carried out by 

the County Council.  He also stated that an air quality monitoring tube had been 



  

 

 
 

placed on the roadside near the Aldi entrance last May. It does not appear on the 

website yet as it has not been in place for a full year.  

Recorded Vote:  

 For Against  Abstention 

Cllr J Durman  X   

Cllr P Davies  -   

Cllr A Dearlove X   

Cllr P Giesberg X   

Cllr E Hards  X   

Cllr N Harris x -  

Cllr V Haval X   

Cllr S Hewerdine  x   

Cllr A Hudson  x   

Cllr M Khan  X   

Cllr A Macdonald  X   

Cllr D Macdonald  X   

Cllr M Mallows  x   

Cllr M McNeill X   

Cllr J Moody  X   

Cllr D Rouane  X   

Cllr A Sandiford x -  

Cllr P Siggers X   

Cllr A Thompson x - - 

Cllr M Walsh  X   

Cllr C Wilson  X   

 

Proposal upheld. 

 

Cllr P Davies entered the meeting. 

(b) Finance and General Purposes Committee 

 

i. To receive the minutes: 

 

27th January and 24th February 2020 (not yet approved by Committee)  



  

 

 
 

 

It was proposed by Cllr J Moody, seconded by Cllr P Siggers and RESOLVED to 

receive the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held 

on 27th January 2020.  

Cllr A Thompson asked for an up-date on the vacant space at Willowbrook Leisure 

Centre being made available for TRAIN. Cllr J Moody confirmed that discussions 

were in progress.  

It was proposed by Cllr J Moody, seconded by Cllr P Siggers and RESOLVED to 

receive the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held 

on 24th February 2020.  

(ii) Recommendation - minute 141 (24th February meeting) Councillor mail 

boxes 

It was proposed by Cllr J Moody; seconded by Cllr M. Khan and RESOLVED in 

principle to appoint Town Council mailboxes for Councillor use once the new 

computer system was in place. Cllr M Khan and Cllr V Haval will trial the mail boxes 

and report back to the other Councillors.     

There was confusion because the summary report needed to be considered in 

conjunction with the detail of minute 141 from the F&GP Committee meeting. It was 

clarified that the Officers would send all communications – both new emails and 

responses -  to the Councillors’ DTC mail boxes. Paper copies of agendas and 

minutes would be sent if required. The issue on whether Officers should read emails 

from Councillors’ private mail boxes would need to be clarified but the Town Clerk 

was happy to read them but would respond via the DTC mail box.   

A procedural motion was proposed by Cllr N Harris; seconded by Cllr S Hewerdine 

to defer this recommendation. VOTE: In favour = 8; Against = 12; Abstention = 1. 

Motion falls. 

VOTE in favour of the first recommendation: In favour = 13; Against = 5; 

Abstention = 3. It was hoped to have the Councillor mail boxes in place by May 

2020.  

The second recommendation regarding the registration of Councillors as Data 

Controllers was not progressed at this meeting.  

(iii) Recommendation - minute 145 (24th February meeting) To accept the 

response from HMRC regarding the VAT due for the Civic Hall. It was proposed 

by Cllr J Moody; seconded by Cllr M Khan – and AGREED to accept the calculations 

from HMRC for the VAT period 03/18 and 03/19 which resulted in the sum of £5,028 

as the preferred VAT assessment. 

(c) Environment Committee   

 

i. To receive the minutes: 



  

 

 
 

 

20th January 2020 (not approved by Committee)  

 

It was proposed by Cllr D Macdonald, seconded by Cllr A Macdonald and 

RESOLVED to receive the minutes of the Environment Committee on 20th January 

2020. 

Cllr P Davies wished to be named as having attended in the audience. It was 

confirmed in minute 64 that both bus shelters are on order. Minute 66 Cllr A Hudson 

wanted the design of the pavilion to be finalised for the architect – the brief would be 

resolved at the next meeting of the Environment Committee. Regarding minute 70, 

Cllr S Hewerdine wanted to be reassured on the steps taken to ensure safety of the 

sandpit installation.   

It was noted that the minutes of the Environment Committee held on 18th November 

2019 needed to be amended to confirm that Cllr E Hards was not in attendance – 

the Chair confirmed that this would be done when the Committee next meets.  

Cllr A Thompson left the meeting.   

(d) Personnel and Administration Committee   

i. To receive the minutes from meetings held on 3rd February and 18th 

February 2020 (not approved by Committee):  

 

3rd February 2020 

It was proposed by Cllr M Khan, seconded by Cllr A Macdonald and RESOLVED to 

receive the minutes of the Personnel and Administration Committee held on 3rd 

February 2020.  

 

18th February 2020 

It was proposed by Cllr M Khan, seconded by Cllr A Macdonald and RESOLVED to 

receive the minutes of the Personnel and Administration Committee held on 18th 

February 2020.  

 

(ii) Recommendation (18th February 2020) – Minute 44 – To approve the 

appointment of Mrs Janet Wheeler as the Town Clerk and Responsible Finance 

Officer of Didcot Town Council.  

 

The Town Clerk indicated that she was happy for this to be discussed in the open 

meeting on this occasion. There followed a discussion on whether Councillors 

wished to put this into the part 2 – confidential – session.  

 

Mrs Wheeler left the meeting for this part of the meeting.  

 



  

 

 
 

It was AGREED to hold this item in the confidential part of the meeting. A vote was 

held in favour of deferring this item to the end of the agenda so that the public would 

not have to be asked to leave.  

 

VOTE in favour of deferring this item until the end of the agenda 

In favour = 5; Against = 11. Motion falls. 

 

 It was AGREED to take this item as a confidential item and the public would be 

asked to leave the room and return if they wished.  

 

Exclusion of the press and public 

RESOLVED: pursuant to Section 1 of the Public Bodies [Admission to Meetings] Act 
1960 to exclude the press and public from the meeting on the grounds that publicity 
would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted. 

A Recorded Vote was requested to confirm the permanent appointment of Mrs 

Janet Wheeler as Town Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer. The result was 16 

in favour; 1 against and 3 abstentions.  

The public meeting resumed. 

(e) Civic Hall Management Committee  

(i)To receive the minutes from meetings held on 22nd January 2020 (not 

approved by Committee)  

It was proposed by Cllr P Siggers, seconded by Cllr E Hards and RESOLVED to 

receive the minutes of the Civic Hall Management Committee held on 22nd January 

2020.  

 

115. Mayor’s report  

The report detailing the Mayor’s and Deputy Mayor’s appointments was NOTED. 

The Mayor gave a short review of some of the highlights. 

 

116. To receive and agree the schedules of financial payments made between 

1st December 2019 and 31st January 2020.  

It was proposed by Cllr J Moody, seconded by Cllr P Siggers and RESOLVED to 

receive and agree the schedule of financial payments made between 1st December 

2019 and 31st January 2020. It was confirmed that the cost of the Councillor 

mailboxes which has not been budgeted for is likely to come from the contingency 

cost centre.  

117. To consider the creation of a new standing Committee to include the 

current Environment Committee terms of reference but also to include climate 

change initiatives 



  

 

 
 

It was proposed by Cllr D Macdonald; seconded by Cllr C Wilson to create a new 

Environment and Climate Change Committee which would include climate change 

initiatives as part of the terms of reference. 

Cllr P Davies stated that the Environment Committee is already very busy and he 

spoke of his concerns of how the existing Committee structure will cope with the 

extra work. Cllr E Hards referred to minute 115 of F&GP Committee (27th January 

2020) and the concerns over the capacity of Councillors and Officers to run another 

standing Committee. Cllr N Harris proposed the creation of a citizen’s panel. This 

was not seconded. Cllr V Haval wanted to use more working groups to get work 

done. It was AGREED that climate initiatives need to be on the agendas of every 

standing committee – and the item needed to be high on the agenda to ensure the 

projects were progressed.  The vote was unanimous. 

It was proposed by the Mayor; seconded by Cllr P Davies to bring up his 

motion in item 15 up the agenda for immediate discussion. This was AGREED.  

Cllr P Davies introduced his motion to get action on climate change. In his view, the 

existing Environment Committee will not be able to cope with the additional 

workload. It was clarified that this separate Committee – if approved – would run 

alongside the newly amended Environment Committee.  

It was proposed by Cllr P Davies to withdraw his motion; this was seconded by Cllr S 

Hewerdine.  

The Mayor proposed that the meeting defer the following items: 12, 14, 16 and 

17 for the next meeting.  

Cllr P Davis proposed adjourning the meeting; seconded by Cllr S Hewerdine. 

Proposal falls.  

118. To consider the new Council and Committee meeting dates for the Civic 

year 2020-2021 (referred back from F&GP Committee)  

This item was deferred to Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting on 27th 

January 2020. It was proposed by Cllr M Khan; seconded by Cllr D Macdonald and 

RESOLVED to approve these dates with the following amendments:  

Annual meeting – 6th May (following Mayor-Making on 4th May) 

Civic Hall Management Committee – 27th May  

F&GP Committee – move to 22nd June (to allow time for the audit to be signed off) 

Council to move to 29th June (to sign off the audit)  

December F&GP meeting to remain on 21st December.  

119. To approve the election of the Mayor-designate and Deputy Mayor-

designate 



  

 

 
 

Cllr N Harris nominated Cllr S Hewerdine for the post of Mayor-designate. This was 

seconded by Cllr P Davies.  

Cllr M Khan nominated Cllr E Hards for the post of Mayor-designate. This was 

seconded by Cllr D Macdonald.  

Vote for Cllr S Hewerdine: In favour = six 

Vote for Cllr E Hards: In favour = twelve   

 

The Mayor proposed to leave the appointment of the Deputy Mayor-designate to the 

next meeting.  

 

120. To note that the new Standing Orders will be tabled at the Annual 

Meeting of the full Council after being reviewed by the Finance and General 

Purposes Committee on 30th March 2020. The Financial Regulations will also 

be tabled.  

 

This was noted.  

 

121. To note the break down of seats on committees following the last by 

election in September 2019 – item deferred. Councillor P Davies felt that the 

spread sheet was incorrect.  

 

122. To nominate the Didcot Town Council representative and substitute for 

the Didcot Garden Town Parish/Town Council sounding boards 

 

Cllr P Davies nominated himself as the representative. Cllr M Khan nominated Cllr D 

Macdonald. 

 

Votes for Cllr P Davies = 6; Votes for Cllr D Macdonald = 12 – 1 abstention 

 

Cllr P Davies nominated himself for Deputy representative. Cllr M Khan nominated 

Cllr C Wilson as the Deputy. Cllr J Durman nominated himself as Deputy. Cllr C 

Wilson withdrew her nomination.  

 

Votes for Cllr P Davies = 8; Votes for Cllr J Durman = 9 – 1 abstention 

 

123. To receive such communications as the Leader of the Council may wish 

to bring before the Council and to consider the recommendation of the Leader 

on how such communications should be dealt with – item deferred 

 

124. To consider motions in the order in which they have been notified.  

 

1. Motion One: proposed by Cllr C Wilson; seconded by Cllr M Walsh.  



  

 

 
 

Cllr C Wilson wanted to build on the work that had already been carried out by the 

DTC staff. She felt that the work of various community groups was slowly 

succeeding in getting the message across. She read out the proposed actions on her 

motion: 

 

 To endorse the aims of Plastic Free Didcot and support and work with the 

Group wherever possible. 

 To nominate a Member to serve on Plastic Free Didcot Strategic Group. 

 To support all Plastic Free Community initiatives in Didcot. 

 To support all Plastic Free Business initiatives in Didcot. 

 To sign up to the national Refill scheme and provide a place for the free re-

filling of water bottles. 

 

Cllr N Harris proposed an amendment to include “other non-recyclable material”; in 

place of single use plastic; seconded by Cllr S Hewerdine. Cllr C Wilson did not 

accept the amendment.  

 

Vote on the amendment: In favour = 3; Against = 14; Abstention = 3  

 

Cllr M Walsh spoke on the importance of the motion. Councillors were all invited to 

be part of this group.  

 

Vote on the motion: Unanimous 

 

The second motion was now withdrawn.  

125. Didcot Garden Town Project and the report of the Council’s 

Representative on the Didcot Garden Town Management Board – item deferred. 

126. Questions to the Leader concerning the business of the Council in 

accordance with Standing Order 45 – item deferred. 

 

The meeting closed at 11.15pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed:      (Mayor) Date:   

 


